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Fire
Claims
Life of

Davenport 
Man

By Liz Page
DAVENPORT -  A late af-

ternoon fire claimed the life
of Peter M. Mcguire, 69, on
April 1, after a passerby re-
ported seeing heavy black
smoke coming from a cabin
at 2285 Stewart Road in
the town of Davenport.

East Meredith Fire Chief
David Briggs said his de-
partment arrived on the
scene to find the cabin filled
with heavy, black smoke
that was pouring from the
eaves. Firefighters were able
to make a quick knock down
of the blaze, but he said
they were hampered by de-
bris inside and outside the
home. It took time to venti-
late the home so they could
see to navigate through the
debris,

"Once we got enough ven-
tilation, we entered the cabin
and knocked the fire down
quickly. Then it took us some
time to find him," said Brig-
gs.

The home had no elec-
tricity and no running water
and had been condemned,

according to Briggs. How-
ever the man was known to
be living in the basement.

"It was just a very difficult
situation, because it was a
hoarding house with little
access and narrow pathways
through floor to ceiling de-
bris. He was found in the
basement." said Briggs. "It
was a very unfortunate sit-
uation."

Briggs called mutual aid
to Davenport, Pindars Cor-
ners and Bloomville and
AMR came in to standby
with an ambulance. Also re-
sponding were Delaware
County Coordinators Dale
Downin and Ray Baker and
New York State Fire investi-
gators.

Firefighters got the call
at 4:58 and were on scene
until 11:45 that night, until
state fire and the coroner
could respond and the body
was removed, said Briggs.

The cause of the blaze is
undetermined, according to
state police, but is not be-
lieved suspicious and no
criminal activity suspected.

Davenport Man 
Indicted For Murder 
DELHI- Delaware County

Acting District Attorney
Shawn J. Smith announced
today the Indictment of 46-
year-old JUSTIN T. VALK,
of Davenport, New York.
The Delaware County Grand
Jury indicted Valk on March
30, 2023, for allegedly mur-
dering his wife during the
summer of 2022.  The in-
dictment accuses Valk of
four Counts. 

Count Three of the in-
dictment accuses the de-
fendant of Murder in the
Second Degree, and alleges
that he acted under circum-
stances evincing a depraved

indifference to human life,
when he recklessly engaged
in conduct that caused the
death of Stephanie Valk. 

Count Four of the indict-
ment accuses the defendant
of committing Murder in

the Second Degree, and al-
leges that Justin Valk inten-
tionally caused the death of
Stephanie Valk on or about
July 29- August 1, 2023, in
the Town of Davenport.  

The defendant is also
charged with Recklessly En-
dangering the life of the vic-
tim, and Assaulting the vic-
tim. The victim was the de-
fendant’s wife. 

If the defendant is con-
victed of Murder in the Sec-
ond Degree, he faces a max-
imum sentence of 25 years
to life in prison. 

Acting District Attorney
Shawn Smith stated, “I am

extremely grateful for the
thorough investigation of
this case by New York State
Police Investigators.  They
have expended hundreds of
hours investigating the man-
ner of this victim’s death.”   

The defendant is sched-
uled to be arraigned in
Delaware County Court on
April 10, at 9:00 A.M.  The
defendant is currently in-
carcerated at the Delaware
County Correctional Facility. 

As are all persons accused
of a crime, the defendant is
presumed innocent unless
proven guilty in a court of
law. 

Fishermen Turn Out for Opening Day
By Liz Page

BLOOMVILLE – The fish-
ermen were few and far
between first thing Saturday
morning, but those who
stuck it out were treated to
a beautiful, sunshiny day,
after midmorning.

Tara Fairbairn, of Stam-
ford, has been going out
on opening day since she
was a kid and her partner,
Kenny Palmatier, is also an
avid fisherman. Missing
from their annual rite of
passage on Saturday was
their son, Andrew, who was
feeling a bit under the
weather and didn't want to
get wet.

The rain on Saturday
morning went from steady
to intermittent, producing
some soaking rain in be-
tween. It was wet and Fri-
day's showers had turned
many waterways into a
chocolate brown that made
it difficult for the fish to
see the bait. The water was
high and swift, which is

Tara Fairbairn reels in her line after casting into the West Branch of the
Delaware in Bloomville on Saturday morning. Like other avid anglers, she
was marking the opening day to harvest trout. Avid anglers consider it the

annual rite of spring.

nothing unusual for opening
day

Tara was using a lure at
the bridge in Bloomville, a
favorite spot to cast a fishing
line for many anglers. She
said they usually don't go
there on opening day, opting

for some quieter spots, but
because it was muddy, she
said they were starting at
Bloomville and would work
their way to the less muddy
water where they could
hopefully switch their bait
to worms.

One of the keys to catch-
ing a fish is that the water
is clear enough for them to
see the bait.

Fairbairn and I stood
there for a time, marveling

Story continues on A2

Davenport in Mourning After Death
of Supervisor Dennis Valente

DAVENPORT CENTER
– Dennis Valente, who
served the town of Daven-
port for more than 20 years,
first as a member of the
town council and for the
past 18 years as the town
supervisor, died April 4 from
complications due to sur-
gery. 

He was also the owner
of the Davenport Garden
Center. 

"He truly cared about the
town," said Highway Su-
perintendent Fred Utter. "I
lost a business partner and
friend, but most of all, the
town of Davenport lost
someone who cared about
the town. He was a good
businessman and kept us

out of debt."
Utter said the town up-

graded its highway equip-
ment under Valente's tenure
and he believes Valente has
left the town in good shape.
He said he hopes the next
supervisor can run the town
like Valente did.

Although the two often
butted heads, Utter said Va-
lente always acted in the
town's best interest and he
appreciated Valente's help. 

During his recent illness,
Valente's wife, Patti, was ap-
pointed deputy supervisor. 

Delaware County Super-
visor Chairman Tina
Mole´said she had spoken
to Dennis Valente just before
his surgery and told her he

was very proud to serve
Delaware County on the
Board of Supervisors and
of the many accomplish-
ments he was a part of as a
member of the board." Den-
nis was an asset to the
County Board for almost
20 years..... intelligent, hon-
est and he understood all
the facts before making de-
cisions. I will truly miss his
humor and friendship," said
Mole .́

In February he sent an
email that outlined what he
was facing and saying that
no matter what happened
he is not short changed in
any way. He wrote: “My
work with the Town of Dav-
enport and Delaware County

are two of my proudest pur-
suits…” his joy at serving
with his fellow supervisors
and “continuing to be a part
of the teams that are taking
on our big challenges.”

Calling hours will be held
Wednesday, April 12 from
1 to 3 p.m. and 5 to 8 p.m.
at the Lester R. Grummons
Funeral Home, 14 Grand
Street, Oneonta. The will
be a vigil prayer at 7 p.m..
Calling hours will also be
held Thursday morning,
April 13, from 10 to 11:30
a.m. at the funeral home,
followed  by a funeral mass
at 12 noon at St. Mary's, 39
Walnut St., Oneonta.

A full obituary will appear
next week. 

Delhi Village Budget
Adopted, 2% Tax Increase
By Mary A. Crisafulli
DELHI - Delhi trustees

adopted the 2023-2024
budget of $4,249,892 with
a 2% tax cap increase fol-
lowing a public hearing on
Apr. 3. The $4.2 million
budget is an approximate
decrease of $39,217 from
2022-2023.

Recently appointed Mayor

Jeffrey Gearhart said an in-
crease in taxes was neces-
sary due to the village's fi-
nancial challenges. Village
officials and residents have
expressed concern over the
last year with several tax-
exempt properties and the
loss of SUNY Delhi host
funding.
Story continues on A2
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Mon - Fri  8 - 6   •   Sat 8 - 4   •   Sun 9 - 1

Railroad Avenue Supply Co. Inc.

5 Railroad Ave.  Stamford NY 12167
607 652-7103

Join a Team  
at one of the most exciting  

hotels in the country!   
- Full & Part-Time positions available 
 
- Seeking applications for housekeeping  
    and NYS licensed massage therapists 
 
- Flexible schedules and very competitive starting pay

Now interviewing for current openings  
at both of our locations. If you're a team player, 

dependable, take pride in your work, and ready to 
join a fun team, please send email to: 

info@theroxburyexperience.com 
Resumes encouraged but not required.

Obituaries
James Finch

A memorial service to
celebrate Jim’s life will be
at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday,
April 15, at the Jay Gould
Memorial Reformed
Church, 53837 State High-
way 30, Roxbury, N.Y. Fol-

lowing the service, there
will be a time of fellowship
and, at 3 p.m., interment
at Vega Cemetery, Roxbury,
N.Y.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may

be made to the Jay Gould
Church or Adult Teen Chal-
lenge, PO Box 249, Ozark,
MO 65721 or online at
www.teenchallengeusa.org
(http://www.teenchal-
lengeusa.org/).

Fishing, Continued from A1
at how calming it was to
stand at the edge of the
streambank, cast a line and
watch it feed downstream.
"It is calming. That's why I
like fishing," said Fairbairn.

She said she was only
one in the family to catch a
fish on opening day last
year, which was cold, with
a couple of inches of snow.
The conditions were not
ideal. "I was the only one
who caught a fish," she
smiled.

It is a family affair for
them and Fairbairn is an
avid angler. She said she
invested in a rod last year
that allows you to feel the

Two fishermen try their luck at the bridge in Bloomville on Saturday, April
1, the opening date to harvest trout. 

fish strike the line. "It took
a little getting used to, but
I do like it."

It started to rain fairly
heavy again and I decided
to leave. Fairbairn made
her way to the car to wait
out the rain again. Her only
regret, she said, was not
bringing a book to read
while she was sitting in the
car. Once the rain let up,
she would go back to the
streambank.

Cliff Mueller was out early
opening day, but said he
didn't last long. "The streams
looked like chocolate milk
and I didn't see any other
fishermen. I lasted about

20 minutes," he said.
Many believe the opening

day falls on April Fool's day,
because the weather most
of the time is not ideal. It is
a teaser for anglers to get
out into nature and enjoy
the outdoors.

So the annual rite of
spring has taken place,
marking one more sign of
spring and soon the state
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation will
be stocking local streams
and ponds. To see where
and when the stocking takes
place, visit the DEC website
at dec.ny.gov or to get the
latest regulations.

and joint services.
Richard Maxey was hired

as ex-officio for the 2023-
2024 fiscal year, not to ex-
ceed $750.

The official meeting date
for village trustees was des-
ignated for the third Monday
of every month at 6 p.m.,
excluding January and Feb-
ruary.

The Reporter was desig-
nated the official newspaper,
and Delaware National Bank
of Delhi as the official de-
positor. Trustees will adver-
tise for a part-time assistant
clerk with job duties and
salary to be determined.

Nick Marino N&M Prop-
erty Maintenance was hired
for weekly mowing and trim-
ming at the following parks,
price per service, Bridgeside
for $50, Hoyt for $6, and
Reservoir for $55.

Trustees authorized pur-
chase of two six-foot tables
for $189.99 each and five
folding chairs for $114.94
each for the Fair on the
Square (FOS) activities. Fire-
works for FOS were au-
thorized for July 7 with a
rain date of July 14.

The next Delhi village
meeting is scheduled Apr.
17 at 6 p.m.

Gold & Mineaux as village
attorney, Thomas Little as
code enforcement officer,
Regina Krzyston as health
officer, and Gabrielle Pierce
as historian. Barbara Stur-
devant was appointed to fill
Gearhart's one-year trustee
vacancy following the may-
oral election. 

Joannie Bedient was ap-
pointed to the zoning board
with a term to expire in
2027. Belinda Watts was
appointed to the zoning
board with a term to expire
in 2028. David Curley was
appointed to the planning
board with a term to expire
in 2029. Dave Kopecek was
appointed to the planning
board with a term to expire
in 2030.

Trustees were assigned
to the following committees;
Ian Lamont to public works,
Gearhart to public works
and codes, buildings & plan-
ning, Fitch to police and
codes, buildings & planning,
and finance, Jannet Tweed
to police and joint services,
and Sturdevant to finance

years," said Trustee Jeremy
Fitch. Board members at-
tempted to cut expenses
where they could, but a tax
increase was still necessary
to meet needs, he added.

One village resident at-
tending the meeting said
she believes the village citi-
zens will understand the
need for the tax adjustment.

In other business, several
appointments were made,
including; Fitch as deputy
mayor, Roemer, Wallens,

The 2% increase will
amount to approximately
$15 for every $1,000 as-
sessed property value.
Gearhart said that for a
homeowner with an as-
sessed value of $100,000,
the growth would be roughly
$60 or $70 for the year.
The new taxation will rake
in about $19,000 in funding
for the budget. 

"The village board has
done its due diligence with
no tax increase for several

Delhi Budget, Continued from A1

Grant Applications Top Economic 
Development Committee Discussion

By Mary A. Crisafulli
DELHI - Delaware County

Economic Development
Specialist Sean Penchoff re-
ported on several grant ap-
plications at an economic
development committee
meeting on Apr. 5. 

Two resolutions will be
recommended to supervi-
sors by committee members
regarding approval of
$144,000 in the tourism
promotion and development
grant program. County oc-
cupancy tax revenue will
fund several non-profit busi-
ness tourism-related projects
if approved. For-profit com-
pany grants are being re-
viewed and will be presented
in May, said Penchoff.

Approximately 22 appli-
cations for the state RAIL
(resiliency and income loss)
Grant, dispersed through
economic development,
have been received and are
in review. RAIL grants aim
to assist businesses in prepa-
ration, prevention, and re-
sponse to the global pan-
demic. Business owners
could apply for funds that
require or have adapted op-
erations due to COVID-19
or for economic loss during
that time. According to Pen-
choff, the application review
is longer than expected be-
cause each application needs
a state-required environ-
mental assessment. A second
application process is ex-
pected once initial applicants
are notified.

The county applied for a
New York State Economic
Development grant to pro-
mote outdoor activities.
Funding is intended to es-
tablish a digital map of hik-
ing, biking, snowmobile,

cross-country ski, and horse-
back riding trails, boat
launches, fishing areas, and
other recreational activities
if awarded. According to
Penchoff, a recent meeting
with state representatives
was positive in that the coun-
ty will be awarded funding
for the project, though it
will be less than requested.
A final decision is expected
in the coming weeks. Once
the map is established, Pen-
choff said businesses and
hotels could be added
through use of other funds.

In another discussion,
county Industrial Develop-
ment Board Chairperson
James Thomson reported
no movement on the Bel-
leayre Mountain and Resort
project, which will add over
200 lodging condos to Ulster
and Delaware counties. The
project cost is estimated be-
tween $350 and $450 mil-
lion to construct the lodging
facilities around an 18-hole
golf course. "This could really
transform the whole eastern
end of this county," said
Thomson. He explained that
the hold is with the state as
the project exceeds the state-
mandated trail mileage reg-
ulation. Former New York
State Governor Andrew
Como agreed for the state
to purchase the 1,000 acres
of property proposed for
expansion for $14,000,000
to be donated to an inde-
pendent group for the proj-
ect to move forward within
state regulations. Negotia-
tions for the property trans-
fer were deferred due to the
global pandemic. Stakehold-
ers are seeking reengage-
ment with Governor Kathy
Hochel's administration.

In another report, Pen-
choff said that Blue Spark
Creative Lisa Wisley, county
media representative, is de-
veloping a website focused
on wedding venues and re-
sources available in the area.
The site would include re-
sources regarding venues,
lodging, caterers, photog-
raphers, disc jockey services,
event planners, invitation
designers, and more.

In addition, Penchoff and
Wisley are brainstorming
ways to increase promotion
of local business events. The
goal, Penchoff explained, is
to section off the county
into four quadrants and
bring together representa-
tives from each to work on
common goals. A centralized
calendar for events will be
developed and posted to
greatwesterncatskills.com. 

This is an issue "near and
dear to my heart," said
Harpersfield Supervisor Lisa
Driscoll, "I know the com-
munity would come out for
these events, they just don't
know about them." Driscoll
is a member of the Hobart
Rotary Club, which brings
business-minded individuals
together to service the club,
community, and world
through activities, events,
and contributions. Driscoll
requested the representative
from the Hobart quadrant
be connected with the rotary
club.

In other news, two can-
didates for the open eco-
nomic development special-
ist position will be inter-
viewed next week.

The next economic de-
velopment committee meet-
ing is scheduled Wednesday,
May 3, at 9 a.m.

Dine Out for a
Cause

Our fine restaurants in Otsego, Delaware
and Schoharie counties are hosting a
Dine Out for a Cause day and a percent-
age of the proceeds will go to raise
awareness and support for Helios Care.

J & D's Wagon Wheel
4918 NY 28
Cooperstown
Wednesday, April 12th

Jive Cafe
12 Commons Drive
Cooperstown
Saturday, April 15th

Green Earth Health Market
4 Market Street
Oneonta
Tuesday, April 25th
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WORK AVAILABLE:  

Tree Nursery  
& Tree Planting 

JOBS  
Available in the  
Andes/Delhi area  

• Springtime tree planting 
• Maintenance of young trees 
• General nursery work

Call: 845 676-4364  
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm

$30  
PER HOUR

HELP WANTED
The Delaware County Soil and Water

Conservation District is seeking two (2)
interns to perform field work and data
collection on riparian forest buffers im-
plemented in the Susquehanna watershed
portion of Delaware County. Duties will
include planting native trees and shrubs,
performing tree tube maintenance and
removal, collecting data on tree health
and survival rates, and writing summary
reports. These are 12-week summer po-
sitions (40 hours per week) that pay
$14.50 per hour. Must have a valid NYS
driver's license. Interes in working out-
doors with ability to perform physically
demanding work. Experience with ArcGIS
and Microsoft Excel is preferred. Tree,
shrub, and herbaceous species identifi-
cation skills also preferred. Please send
resume and cover letter to Jay Czerniak,
Delaware County Soil and Wanter Con-
servation District, 44 West Street Suite
1, Walton, NY 13856 or email 

jay-czerniak@dswcd.org 
Deadline April 17, 2023

HELP WANTED
Substitutes are needed for the 

following school districts:
Charlotte Valley CSD

Edmeston CSD
Laurens CSD
Milford CSD

Oneonta City SD
Schenevus
Stamford

Windham-Ashland-Jewett CSD
Worcester CSD

ONC BOCES (Grand Gorge & Milford)

Substitute positions:
Teachers

LTAs
Aides & Monitors

Nurses
Cleaners

Bus & Van Drivers
Clerical & Office Support

Food Service Workers

Please visit www.oncboces.org/subs 
for application and information. EOE

DISABLED VET living in
Stamford is looking for

home health aid. Flexible
hours and days. Please call

(607) 652-2449.

Recruitment, Human Resources Committee on Agenda
By Mary A. Crisafulli
DELHI - Delaware Coun-

ty Personnel Officer Carrara
Knoetgen reported on sev-
eral recruitment events and
possible adjustments to
state-required testing at a
human resources commit-
tee meeting on Apr. 5.

The New York State De-
partment of Labor (DOL)
civil service workshop and
recruitment event on Mar.
28 held in Oneonta had a
limited turnout, said Knoet-
gen. However, she added
that several individuals who
did attend were from Delhi,
and she was able to hand
out some county employ-
ment applications.

Another DOL recruitment
event on Mar. 16 was held
virtually, which yielded bet-
ter attendance, she report-
ed. The Southern Tier Vir-
tual Career Fair is a monthly
event that Knoetgen will
attend regularly. "Candidates
can go online, visit em-
ployer booths, and review
opportunities to plan out
their time at the fair," she
said. Knoetgen gives the
following tips to partici-
pants: be proactive by mak-
ing use of the chat feature
to directly engage with em-
ployers and ask questions,
take advantage of the pre-
view day to make a strategy
for fair day, upload a re-
sume, and be sure to visit
as many booths as possible
even if you don't have time

to engage with the employ-
er, by visiting you ensure
the employer sees you are
an interested candidate. 

"I am hoping to get more
Delaware County partici-
pants in this fair because it
is a great opportunity to
chat directly with me and
ask questions about civil
service exams, job open-
ings, and more," said Knoet-
gen.

For more information
and registration for the vir-
tual fair, email
pers@co.delaware.ny.us.

Knoetgen also reported
an increase in applications
for county jobs over the
last month. There are over
80 job openings listed on
the county website at del-
cony.us.

In another discussion,
Knoetgen said the online
training program provided
by New York State Civil
Service Institute began and
will run through June. She
has completed two modules
in the course thus far re-
garding the basics of civil
services and position clas-
sifications. Conversations
on the classification of po-
sitions are predicted to be
a continued topic, as ad-
justing these is a significant
component of recruitment
challenges. The subject will
also be on the agenda for
the annual state personnel
conference from May 7-
10, she said. The state is

working to adjust classifi-
cations in positions and is
making several other civil
service changes which will
be discussed at the confer-
ence, she explained. Com-
mittee members approved
Knoetgen and another per-
sonnel employee to attend

the conference for $550
each plus $159 per night
per person for lodging. Ini-
tially, Knoetgen said the
budget only allowed for her
participation though she
would like to bring another
employee. However, several
committee members said

it was vital for additional
staff to attend the confer-
ence as recruitment has
been a major issue, and
funds could be pulled from
contingency.

The committee entered
into an executive session
to discuss personnel and

legal matters. Committee
chairperson and Meredith
Supervisor James Ellis, did
not anticipate any decisions
following the session.

The following human re-
sources committee meeting
is scheduled Wednesday,
May 3, at 1 p.m.

Raccoon Tests Positive For Rabies In Delhi 
A raccoon tested positive

for rabies in the town of
Delhi. This is the first animal
in  Delaware County to test
positive for rabies in 2023.  

One dog was bitten by a
lab confirmed rabid raccoon
in the town of Delhi, there
were no human exposures.
According to the owner of
the exposed dog the rac-
coon was not acting  sick
or appeared to be rabid.
Vaccination records of the
dog indicated the animal
was not  up to date its
rabies vaccinations. The an-
imal has begun a 6-month
quarantine following  the
New York State Department
of Health guidelines.  

“There have been reports
to public health from other
areas of the county about
strange  acting raccoons”,
states Heather Warner, PH
Programs Manager. “Getting
your pet  vaccinated by
your vet or at a free clinic
can help stop the spread of
rabies from wild  animals
to humans”.  

An exposure to rabies
can be fatal for a human or
a pet. Be sure your dogs,
cats and ferrets  are up to
date on their rabies vacci-
nations. Vaccinated pets
serve as a buffer between
rabid  wildlife and man.
Protect them, and you may
reduce your risk of exposure
to rabies. Be a  responsible

pet owner by keeping your
pet’s vaccinations current.
Public Health  recommends
that pet owners take ad-
vantage of any of the free
remaining rabies clinics in
Delaware County.  

• Sidney-May 8, 2023
5:30PM-7:30PM, Sidney
Fire Hall: 74 River St. Sidney,
NY 13838 

• Hancock- May 22, 2023
5:30-7:30PM, Hancock
Town Hall, 661 West Main
St. Hancock,  NY 13783

• Arkville- June 7, 2023
4PM-6PM Arkville Fire Hall,
43365 State Highway 28,
Arkville, NY  12406 

• Franklin- June 12, 2023,
5:30PM-7:30PM Franklin
Fire Hall, 351 Main St.,
Franklin, NY  13775 

• Walton-July 12, 2023
5 PM- 7 PM Walton High-
way Garage, 25091 State
Highway 10,  Walton, NY
13856 

• Delhi- August 22, 2023
5 PM-7 PM Delhi Fire Hall,
140 Delview Terrace Extn.
Delhi, NY  13753 

• Stamford-September
12, 2023 5 PM- 7 PM Stam-
ford Fire Hall, 111 Main St.
Stamford,  NY 12167 

• Deposit- October 2,
2023, 5:30PM-7:30PM
DPW garage 1 Village St
(200 Front St),  Deposit,
NY 13754 

Once infected, rabies is a
virus that has 100% fatality

rate when left untreated, in
mammals  including hu-
mans. Public Health rec-
ommends the following pre-
cautions to protect yourself
and  your family from pos-
sible exposure to rabies: 

• Report any sick or
strange acting wildlife 

• Vaccinate pets and live-
stock. New York State law
requires that all dogs, cats
and ferrets  be vaccinated
against rabies by 4 months
of age. Vaccinating your
domestic animal not  only
provides protection for the
animal, but vaccinated pets
act as a barrier to keep the
rabies virus from spreading
between wild animals and
people. 

• Vaccination is also rec-
ommended for livestock
with frequent human con-
tact. 

• Do not feed wildlife or
stray animals and discour-
age them from seeking food
near your  home. 

• Do not feed strays. Ac-
cording to Public Health
Law an owner is defined as
any person  keeping, har-
boring, or having charge
or control of or permitting
any dog, cat or  domesti-
cated ferret to remain on
or be lodged or fed within
such person’s house yard

or premises. 
• Do not approach an

unknown animal, either wild
or domestic, especially if it
is acting in  a strange or
unusual manner.

• Report all animal bites
and any contact with bats
to the Health Department
in your  county. Human ra-
bies can be prevented after
exposure by administering
a series of  shots.  

• Keep garbage cans
tightly covered and avoid
storing any food outside. 

• Children should be in-
structed to tell an adult im-
mediately if they were bitten
or  scratched by any animal. 

• If a pet not up to date
on its rabies vaccinations
comes in contact with rabid
or  suspected rabid animal
the pet must be quarantined
for six months. 

• Vaccinated pets that
come in contact with rabid
or suspected rabies animal
must be  given a booster
rabies vaccination within
five days of the contact. 

To report a suspected
rabid animal call Delaware
County Public Health Serv-
ices at 607-832- 5200. For
more information call 607-
832-5200 or visit our web-
site at  www.delawarecoun-
typublichealth.com 

M e e t i n g :
T u e s d a y
April 25th at
6:15 PM at
t h e
D e l a w a r e
County Pub-
lic Safety
Building at
280 Phoebe
Lane Delhi
13753
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Wheelchair & stretcher transports
Medicaid approved NY DOT # 32940

Circle of Life
Ambulette Services
607 538-1734

SERVING DELAWARE, OTSEGO, SCHOHARIE & HERKIMER COUNTIES

255 Maple Ave                                Fax/Billing 607 538-9681
Hobart NY 13788        circleoflife@stny.rr.com

Letters to
the Editor

Will The 
Endangered

Northern Long-
Eared Bat Pre-
vail Over Solar?

As of March 31,2023,
the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS)
has published a reclassifying
ruling of the Northern long-
eared bat from threatened
to endangered under the
federal Endagered Species
Act.  

According to the DEC,
the bats are confirmed to
winter in the caves of
Carlisle and Seward.

McFails Cave Preserve
located on Lykers Road,
Carlisle is owned by the
NSS (National Speleogical
society).  It is 290 feet deep
making it as of now, the
deepest known cave in the
Northeast.  It is the the
longest known cave of New
York and the 3rd largest
cave bat hibernaculum in
the state, therefore any pro-
posed project potentially
impacting it would have to
be reviewed under the New
York State environmental
Quality review act.  Also a
protected wetland overlies
a significant portion of the
cave with the outlet of the
wetland being "Halls Hole"!
Many sink holes  are present
as well as 2 other caves on
the property where is is lo-
cated.  Featherstonehaugh's
Flop and Hanors/Cave Dis-
appointment system which
is 500 feet long is also in
this area.   One entrance to
Hannors/Cave  Disappoint-
ment is a 50 foot deep pit.
The caves may all be con-
nected via Disappointment
Crawl but this is currently
too small to permit passage
through. 

Other caves in the area
are Sellecks Cave, Brown's
Depression which is a half
mile long underground
drainage area with a pas-
sage named Barrack Zourrie
in honor of the nearby Bar-
rack Zourrie Mountain.

Selleck's Karst Preserve
on Kniskern Road is also
owned by the NSS. 

Cave Mistake is located
near the proposed Solar
site on Brown Road in both
the towns of Seward and
Carlisle as well as Doc
Shauls Spring which is an
underground cavern.

Near Lawyersville , 3
miles from Doc Shauls is
Cave Mistake and Doolittles
Cave which are both in-
feeders which makes water
disappear and reappear in

another location.
There are so many caves

and underground streams
of in this area such as Balls
Cave, and the "Ice hole"
near Grosvern's Corners
where the temperature nev-
er rises above freezing. 

The Rock House near
the Carlisle village has never
been explored but consists
of a number of fissures and
dark openings with disap-
pearing streams. 

Levys Cave and  Rock
house  are a few more
caves in the area. Due to
the Karst fragile soil with
many underground streams
and sink holes this cave
country is very fragile and
should be explored intense-
ly before disrupting any
endangered species who
are loving our beautiful
Schoharie County.

" information taken from-
northerncatskillshistoy.com,
"National Speleological So-
ciety"  and USFWS.

Please come to the next
STOP SOLAR FIELDS from
disruption of our natural
fragile ecosystem!

Carlisle Town Hall  @ 7
pm on April 18.

Bring a hard copy of
your questions in regards
to the 300-acre proposed
solar project and the effects
these are having on our
county and environment!    

Marge Lawston
Carlisle

They Want It
Both Ways

Everybody likes the good
roads.  You know, the ones
that don’t have potholes
and that get plowed
promptly, the ones graded
with effective culverts and
ditching.  Residents, voters
and town officials…..every-
body likes the good roads.

And if the roads aren’t
good, those same people
will let you know it.

Town budgets are often
heavily weighted toward
funding for roads.  Trucks,
plows, graders, loaders,
material, personnel….all
expensive and all necessary.
For the good roads, of
course. Towns commonly
spend more on their roads
than on anything else.

There’s a reason why
towns elect dedicated peo-
ple as Highway Superin-
tendents.  It’s a full time
responsibility requiring
knowledge, experience and
a willingness to learn.

Highway work is the re-
sponsibility of the Highway
Department.

For several years, the
Town Board in Wright has
been second-guessing the
Highway Superintendent.
The Board has been very
willing to substitute its own
judgment as to how much
topsoil and road material
should be ordered, when
and for how long to rent a
piece of equipment. Over-
ruling the duly elected High-
way Superintendent is rou-
tine.

Now the Board has de-
cided that the Highway Su-
perintendent should not at-
tend the Cornell University
Highway Superintendent
Training this year.

The Board budgeted the
$620 for tuition and, in in-
cluding this into the 2023
budget, said to the taxpay-
ers in effect, we’re willing
to collect tax money for
this expense and we will
spend that money on this
expense. 

Now the Board says no.
No training for you.  New
information?  New tech-
niques?  New products?
No.  No Cornell School for
you.  We’re not spending
the tax money we collected
to send you to school like
we said we would.

You have to wonder why.
It’s not like the tuition mon-
ey can be used for some-
thing else.  It can’t.

Frivolous spending of
public money is to be avoid-
ed and the Town Supervisor
continually warns that costs
are rising and terrible things
will happen if the budget
is overspent but education
is almost always money
well spent.  If the Board
didn’t think that was true,
it would not have budgeted
tuition money in the first
place.

Tension between the
Board and Highway De-
partment is well known in
Wright.  It’s poorly under-
stood but well known.  But
a Town Board that IS willing
to decide that two loads of
topsoil is enough, not three
and which is also willing
to decide that the Highway
Superintendent doesn’t

Yes, We Do Personal Injury!

Call us for your
plumbing needs!
30303 St Hwy
23 – Stamford,

NY 12167
607-652-7951

HELP WANTED
Watershed Agricultural Council seeks an Eco-

nomic Viability Program Intern to assist the Eco-
nomic Viability Program with Pure Catskills mem-
bership relations and support, Pure Catskills
Guide deliveries, document archiving, content
development for various electronic and print me-
dia, event coordination and setup, and creating
outreach materials consistent with messaging of
the Pure Catskills Buy Local Campaign which
will reinforce the positive impact being made in
the region. This is a 10-week summer position
that pays $14.20 per hour. Must have a dependable
vehicle, insurance and a valid N.Y.S. driver’s li-
cense. Will be reimbursed for mileage incurred
on the job. Send cover letter and resume to Patti
Bowker, WAC, 33195 State Highway 10, Walton,
NY 13856 or email pbowker@nycwatershed.org.
Job description: www.nycwatershed.org. WAC
will accept cover letters/resumes through April
19, 2023. E.O.E. 

need any education this
year looks more petty and
vindictive than fiscally re-
sponsible.  

It’s worth mentioning
that since the Board’s re-
fusal, two town residents
have stepped forward to
help pay for half of the
Cornell tuition and the
Highway Superintendent
thinks enough of the train-
ing to spend personal mon-
ey on it as well.  Neither of
those efforts is necessary.
Taxpayers have fronted the
money.  

There’s no good reason
for the Town Board to be
digging its own pothole but
that’s what it looks like.
There’s no way this effort
passes for serving the res-
idents of our town.

Jean Burton
Wright

Highbridge 
Project

Better not let the board
members pass this through.  

I have written before
about the power of 5 who
can ruin everything about
this mountaintop.  You have
to remember that this is
not what the locals who
love this mountain want.
Keep thinking about the
traffic alone trucks con-
stantly up and down the
roads.  There will be more
accidents etc.  Do not let
them tell you it will not be
so bad...believe it will be
worse than you think.    

What is going on here is
that many local board mem-
bers have businesses in-
cluding Air BNB etc.  It is
a selfish act to allow this
destruction to take place.
People up here got along
just fine without these food
chain stores.  We go shop-
ping somewhere else and
come back to our quiet
homes.  

If you do not think about
that think about how they
will raise taxes.  Stand
strong with your voices.  

Eventually, they look for-
ward to getting all locals

out of here..turning this
mountain into a visitors’
playland.  The Adirondacks
realize their mistake.  Lack
of wildlife...all they have
now is fast food bars etc.
This mountain is already
being overtaken by corpo-
rations and just greedy peo-
ple in general.  They are in
the midst of killing off deer
just like the buffalo were
destroyed.  If someone of-
fered me a billion dollars. I
would tell them to get lost.
I have my convictions. But
I guess most people would
sell their souls to the devil
for money. Remember God
created all and you will
stand in front of Him some-
day and answer everything.  

Your money will not help.

Lucy Veneski
Lexington

Transparency
In light of recent allega-

tions being made in the
Village of Middleburgh, I
feel duty-bound to be trans-
parent with the residents
of my community. Although
I believe my – and the ac-
tions of my colleagues on
the Village Board – speak
for themselves, I feel like
the curtain needs to be
peeled back a little bit.

Last month, a majority
of the Village Board voted
to keep our meetings at
Village Hall until repairs
and improvements begin
on our building later this
year. Soon afterwards, a
Village resident sent me a
letter that threatened – un-
less I changed my position
and resigned as Deputy
Mayor – that I would be
sued.

In response to this, I was
advised by multiple attor-
neys and confidants to re-
main silent on this matter
at the April Village Board
meeting; in essence, I was
self-imposing a gag order
in the face of a frivolous
lawsuit. This meant that I
bit my tongue at Monday
night’s meeting when lies,
half-truths, and innuendos
were being stated about
the Village and our actions
concerning handicapped
accessibility.

The threat of lawsuit be
damned, I will not be quiet
any longer. Here is the truth
of the matter: the Village
Board has been carefully
saving money over the past
six years to be able to install
a handicapped lift into Vil-
lage Hall to provide greater
accessibility to our disabled
residents. Besides the fact
that the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) ex-
empts small municipalities
with historic/old buildings
from providing any acces-
sibility when such improve-
ments are either technically
infeasible or impose undue
financial burdens, the Vil-
lage has been working to
get this done because it is
the right thing for our res-
idents.

I also want to note that
Village Hall was originally
a bank constructed in the
late nineteenth century, with
large safes that our staff
utilizes daily to keep im-
portant documents safe and
secured. Because of this,

the building has some quirks
and unique historical com-
ponents, which we must
also take into account. And,
despite these nuances, we
are still pushing forward to
install a handicap lift to in-
crease the accessibility of
the building.

Accessibility is personally
important to me as well.
Many do not know this
about me, but I was enlisted
in the National Guard as a
teenager. It was my lifelong
dream to serve my country
in uniform. That was all
taken away when I failed
my hearing test during Basic
Training, the Army’s doctors
discovered that my chronic
hearing issues stemmed
from inverted ear drums,
and they informed me that
I will eventually go deaf in
my right ear as a result of
this preexisting condition.
I understand the hardships
that impairments pose per-
sonally, but I also understand
the wheels of government
can turn slowly at times.

In fact, we purchased a
handicapped lift at this
week’s meeting. This
process has taken a long
time for one specific reason:
shortly after the Village be-
gan studying this issue near-
ly six years ago, our Village
Hall was significantly dam-
aged and our engineers
have been carefully moni-
toring the situation until we
were certain the building
was both (a.) stabilized
enough to make repairs/im-
provements, and (b.) the
insurance claims went
through. Now that we are
beginning to solicit bids for
the building repairs, we are
again moving forward on
making Village Hall handi-
cap accessible because that
has always been our goal.

Lastly, and so far as to
why I voted to keep our
meetings at Village Hall:
when alternative locations
have been proposed in the
past, such as the Commu-
nity Center, they fail to meet
three important criteria for
me: – (1.) centrally located
within the Village, (2.) ac-
cessibility for hearing im-
paired residents, and (3.)
ability to continue
livestreaming our meetings
on Zoom, which has made
our meetings accessible and
interactive for all residents
– in addition to the fact
that Village Hall is the most
conducive place in our com-
munity for our board meet-
ings. This is also why I be-
lieve that the Middleburgh
Library will be a wonderful
temporary home for the
Village Board when repairs
begin on Village Hall this
year.

I was elected to do a job
– to serve my community –
and I will not stay quiet
any longer in the face of a
politically motivated, legal
extortion by an individual
who has publicly and per-
sonally harassed my wife
and I. Needless to say, but I
will have a lot more to add
in the coming days and
weeks as this issue plays
out.

Timothy Knight,
Village of Middleburgh

Deputy Mayor. 



Put on your finishing touches! Calling all old home lovers-- this one is just wait-
ing for you! Lovely 4 BR, 1 full bath with formal living room and GRAND open
kitchen space. Wouldn't take a lot to call home. Move in and work as you go.
Some new carpeting and original wide plank floors. Spacious kitchen and re-

placement windows. A little hard work and WOW!

$109,000
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Man Drowns In Blazer Pond

Searching from the air is a State Police helicopter
that flies over the Stamford Fire Department's

rapid deployment craft at the right and the
Schoharie County Technical Rescue Team boat at

left.  They were searching for a man who
drowned in Blazer Pond Saturday afternoon
when he attempted to swim to shore after the
canoe he was in with two other men capsized.

The other two men were rescued by first respon-
ders. It was the second drowning in Schoharie

County on Saturday. A woman drowned in Sum-
mit Lake earlier in the day.

First responders look skyward as a state police
helicopter does an aerial search over Blazer

Pond in an attempt to locate a man who disap-
peared after a canoe capsized and he attempted

to swim to shore on April 1.

By Liz Page
STAMFORD – The body

of a 36-year-old man was
recovered from Blazer
Pond near Stamford late
last Sunday morning by a
state police dive team. Two
others were successfully
rescued from the pond the
day before after the boat
the three were in capsized.

Members of the Stam-
ford Fire Department were
dispatched just after 2:30
p.m. to the pond adjacent
to Camp Oorah's Boyz
Zone in the town of Jef-
ferson. Stamford Fire Chief
Don VanEtten, who was
first on the scene, said he
had two victims hanging
onto an overturned canoe
and a reported third victim
who was not visible.

He called mutual aid for
additional EMS, ambu-

lances, and water rescue
resources to the scene. 

Members of the Stam-
ford Fire Department were
able to deploy their rapid
deployment craft (RDC)
to get to the two men who
were clinging to the canoe
and get them safely back
to shore. Both men were
suffering from exposure
to the cold water. They
were each transported by
the Hobart Fire Depart-
ment ambulance and AMR
to a landing zone at the
state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation
(DEC) building on Route
10 in Stamford where they
were put into separate
LifeNet helicopters and
transported to Albany
Medical Center Hospital. 

They were listed in sta-

ble condition, according
to state police, and were
treated for hyperthermia.

Hobart Fire Department
and Jefferson Fire Depart-
ment responded with ad-
ditional personnel and
equipment to assist Stam-
ford with the search for
the missing man, traffic
control and to establish
the landing zone. Also re-
sponding were members
of the Schoharie County
Technical Rescue Team
with their boat and a New
York State Police airboat,
New York State Forest
Rangers responded and
helped with a perimeter

Middleburgh Residents
Demand Meetings Moved

Board Stands Ground
By David Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH -

Middleburgh village
board members Monday
night agreed to move
their meetings to the li-
brary while repairs are
being made to the village
hall later this year, but
two residents demanded
that the meetings be
moved to an ADA-com-
pliant location immedi-
ately.

In March, village board
members agreed not to
move their meetings tem-
porality to a handicap-
accessible location by a
count of 3-2. That deci-
sion upset resident Dave
Jeremenko who, along
with resident Tony An-
derson, demanded that
the meetings be moved
now to an ADA-compliant
location like the library.

The repairs to the vil-
lage hall are "very likely"

to be within six months
but this did not satisfy
Mr. Jeremenko and Mr.
Anderson.

"If you can move to
the library for construc-
tion, why can't you move
to the library for ADA
compliance?" Mr. Ander-
son asked.

"We know we have an
issue here so out of com-
mon courtesy we should
move these meetings,"
Mr. Jeremenko added.

"You told these dis-
abled people, 'You don't
matter. We don't want
you at our meetings," Mr.
Anderson continued.
"That's ballsy in my opin-
ion."

Mr. Jeremenko asked
for a revote on the meet-
ing location.

Mayor Trish Bergan re-
sponded that the board
is "not doing that tonight.
Don't even start that."

search of the water. A state
police aviation unit was
responded to do an over-
head search of the pond
and the state police Un-
derwater Recovery Team
responded to help locate
the missing man.

VanEtten said the search
for the missing man was
suspended by the state po-
lice at dark, with the state
police dive teams to return
Sunday morning to resume
the search.

The third individual was
located at about 11 a.m.
Sunday, deceased in the
water. He has been identi-
fied as  Juann E. Parco

Saez, 36, of Ecuador. Parco
Saez  had traveled to Jef-
ferson from his home in
Ecuador to work at Camp
Oorah. The investigation
is ongoing, according to a
state police press release,
and the drowning is be-
lieved to be accidental.

The incident was report-
ed quickly by a trio of peo-
ple who were out enjoying
Saturday's warm weather.
They called 911 as soon
as they saw the boat cap-
size. They also held the
point where they last saw
Parco Saez attempting to
swim to shore when he
disappeared. The caller re-
ported none of three men
were wearing life vests. 

VanEtten credited every-
one involved with saving
two lives on Saturday and
indicated that members of
the Stamford Fire Dept.
realized the value of the
RDC. They held a training
on cold water rescue with
NYS Forest Rangers just
one week earlier. During
that training, VanEtten said

he learned how to trian-
gulate the location of the
boat. "It paid off  big time
today," said VanEtten. The
RDC easily paid for itself
with the saving of two lives
on Saturday.

The Stamford Fire De-
partment would like to
thank: Hobart and Jeffer-
son Fire Departments;
Schoharie County Techni-
cal Rescue Team; NYS For-
est Rangers; NYS Trooper
and their dive team, avia-
tion unit, and airboat; AMR
EMS; Lifenet of New York;
Delaware County (NY) De-
partment of Emergency
Services Coordinators and
Dispatchers. Also  Stew-
art’s Shops for providing
refreshments for all re-
sponders on scene. 

The Stamford Fire De-
partment would also like
to thank the community
for supporting its 2021
fundraiser which resulted
in the purchase of the RDC
Boat that helped members
of the Stamford Fire Dept.
save two lives.

And the New SCS Mascot Is...
By David Avitabile
SCHOHARIE - They will

be known as the Schoharie
Storm.

The Storm beat out four
other finalists to become
the new Schoharie Central
School mascot. The name
will now be sent to a
graphic artist to draw up
an image to be approved
by the school board. It
will then adorn uniforms,
the gym floors. and athletic
fields.

School officials an-
nounced the winners
shortly after 4pm Wednes-
day. The voting ended at
3pm.

The Storm beat out the
Coyotes, the Hawks, the
Vales, and the Titans to
become the mascot to re-
place the Indians, the long-

time mascot that
Schoharie was forced to
remove by the state, under
threat of loss of state aid
and removal of officers.

The Schoharie CSD
Mascot Committee nar-
rowed over 300 e-mail
submissions to 20 mascot
finalists. From there, the
group chose five options
to put forth for a commu-
nity-wide vote. These five
options were listed with a
brief description that in-
cludes how many schools
in the country share the
same mascot.

The ranked choice vot-
ing showed that Storm re-
ceived the most first place
votes, while Vale received
both the fewest first place
votes and the most fifth
place votes, announced

Superintendent David
Blanchard The second
most first place votes went
to Hawks. The third most
first place votes went to
Coyotes. 

The district received
more than 300 proposed
mascot ideas from com-
munity members, staff,
families, and students over
a 30-day period. A mascot
committee, which included
stakeholders including
alumni, parents, staff and
students, narrowed that
field down to the five choic-
es on the ballot. The district
then distributed the
ranked-choice ballot to stu-
dents and students’ families
and opened up voting to
the community. SCS re-
ceived 1,952 ballots after
two weeks of voting. 

"We appreciate all of
your feedback at school
board meetings, our public
forum and through the
comment section of the
ballot," officials said. The
school board will now re-
view the vote in advance
of an official announce-
ment later this month.

The final results were,
listed in the order they ap-
peared on the ballot:

* Coyotes - 312 first-
place votes; 202 last-place
votes.

* Hawks - 318 first-place
votes; 78 last-place votes. 

* Storm - 419 first-place
votes; 138-last place votes.

* Titans - 229 first-place
votes; 262 last-place votes.

* Vale - 169 first-place
votes; 767 last-place votes.

Easter Fun!

Ainsley Foster, 2, gets ready to pick her prize
while her mother Kara watches during the Schoharie
egg hunt this Sunday. More inside. Photo by David
Avitabile.
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Middleburgh Central School
District Pre-K and 

Kindergarten Registration
Student registration for both 

kindergarten and pre-kindergarten
(UPK 3 and UPK 4) are now open for the

2023-2024 school year.
For the UPK 3 and UPK 4 programs,

children must be 3 or 4 years old on or
before Dec. 1 and reside in the 
Middleburgh School District to be 

eligible. The program does not 
require income eligibility and 

registration is on a first come, first
serve basis once the registration packet

has been completed. 
For the Kindergarten program, 

children must be 5 years old on or 
before Dec. 1 and reside in the 

Middleburgh School District to be 
eligible. 

If you would like a registration packet
or have any questions, please contact our

registrar at (518) 827-3600 ext 2601.

Obituaries
David Neubauer

Middleburgh - David
"Shorty" Neubauer, passed
away peacefully at home
on Sunday, March 19, 2023.
He was born on July 30,
1959 in Copaigue, NY to
Catherine (Axlesen) and
Thomas E. Neubauer.  After
completing High School,
"Shorty" proudly served in
the United States Army
form 1977-1979.

"Shorty" loved the out-

doors and camping.  Work-
ing as a repairman, there
wasn't a transmission he
couldn't fix and he volun-
teered with the Town of
Broome Fire Department
for many years. 

"Shorty's" memory will
be held forever by his sons:
Joshua (Stacy) Neubauer,
Christian (Leah) Neubauer
and Samuel (Mariah)
Neubauer; grandchildren:
Payton and Mackenzie
Neubauer, Colt Neubauer,
Mia and Harley Hunt,
Samuel Jr. and Chevelle
Neubauer; his companion:
Patricia Van Orden; his sib-
lings: Debbie (Joey) Kelly,
Doreen Lupo, Pamela Ves-
ley, Kathleen (Andy) Ran-
dazzo, Daniel Neubauer;
many nieces and nephews;
many extended family and
friends including his ex-
wife: Wendy Neubauer and

Dale (Katrina) Vance, Wan-
da Bates, David (Hiroe)
Vance and their families.
In addition to his parents,
"Shorty" was predeceased
by his brother: Thomas.  

In keeping with his wish-
es, a private graveside serv-
ice will be held for his fam-
ily.

Coltrain Funeral Home,
LLC of Middleburgh, NY is
honored to be caring for
"Shorty" and his family.

Memorial donations in
his honor are requested to
the Bayard Elsbree Memo-
rial Park, c/o Clara Potter,
3077 State Route 145, Pre-
ston Hollow, NY 12469 or
to the Wounded Warrior
Project at www.wounded-
warriorproject.org 

Please visit www.coltrain-
funeralhome.com to share
online condolences with
his family.

A Weekend in the Catskills 
Five friends were com-

ing to the Gilboa area
from New York City, and
Angela was in charge of
planning their activities.
She was intrigued by the
Gilboa Museum websites,
and found that the Gilboa
Historical Society’s
Tours-On-Call was per-
fect — people and fami-
lies can visit the Gilboa
Museum anytime during
daylight hours, 365, at a
mutually convenient time.
Check Tours-on-Call out
at https://gilboamuse-
um.org/ under current
activities. 

A neighbor across the
street from the Gilboa
Museum is The Cidery, a
venue with excellent
food, cider and brews,
entertainment, and a fan-
tastic internet presence
to promote their activities
(https://www.facebook.co
m/rcwupstate/events/).
Between the two attrac-
tions, you can have a
great day’s enjoyment at
a jewel of a Museum and
then go across the street
for a light lunch and en-
tertainment. 

A new display at the
Gilboa Museum is a Vic-
trola Talking Box record
player donated by Lester
Parker and repaired by
Michael Shiffer. Very pop-
ular ca. 1918, this record
player is once again pop-
ular with a clear tone
and pre-tech volume con-
trol: open the doors for
louder music, close them
for background music.
People now may recall
record players with dia-

mond styluses that need-
ed occasional replace-
ment, but the guests were
amazed that the needles
in 1918 had been sold
in bags of 100 to be re-
placed after each single
playing. 

Another popular dis-
play found by these visi-
tors was the Regina mu-
sic box. Predating the
Victrola, the Regina plays
music for a penny — in
this case, the record was
the Battle Hymn of the
Republic — and the
record was a metal disk
with “hanging chads”
controlling the rhythm
and tune. 

Both pieces of furni-
ture are powered by a
key wound spring. As the
spring spins the
turntable, it also spins a
balanced set of weights
on a mechanical gover-
nor. As the speed increas-
es, the weights are raised
by inertia, and the vari-
able height of the unit
mechanically controls the
speed. Michael Shiffer
rebuilt the mechanism
on both boxes and now

asks 
“Should we acquire a

Model T Ford? Bring on
the broken antique ma-
chinery!”

These artifacts ap-
pealed to this new wave
of younger patrons —
icing on a cake for people
who came to see natural
history of the Gilboa fos-
sils and cultural history
of a 1915 agricultural
village, construction of
a reservoir, and informa-
tion on rural neighbor-
hoods, lifestyles, and one-
room schools. 

Yes, they then travelled
over to the Cidery and
Angel wrote back “Thank
you for the informational
session this weekend!
This article looks great,
I can’t wait to promote
Gilboa to my friends! Can
you add me to the email-
ing list?” [Yes] 

From the other side of
the visit, it is fun being a
member of the Gilboa
Historical Society and
meeting people like Oba,
Chris, Angela, Angel, and
Shelby. Thanks, and come
back again!

Safety Efforts Earn Jefferson Central School District
Utica National's School Safety Excellence Award

Jefferson Central
School District is one of
at least 165 school dis-
tricts and Board of Co-
operative Educational
Services (BOCES) in New
York State to receive the
Utica National Insurance
Group's "School Safety
Excellence  Award" for
2023 at the Gold level.  

The honor is presented
annually and recognizes
school districts' safety ef-
forts as they work to help
keep students,  staff and
visitors safe. Jefferson
Central School District
received its award at Uti-
ca National' s 41 st school
safety  seminar, one of
seven such seminars the
company hosts in the
state. For over 45 years
Utica National has kept
kids  and school staff
safe and currently insures
more than 300 school
districts in upstate New
York alone,  

Jefferson Central
School District officials

accepted a certificate to
commemorate the dis-
trict's safety efforts from
Utica National represen-
tatives.  

Utica National's School
Safety Excellence Award
Program has three lev-
els- titanium, platinum,
and gold - in which
schools can earn a meri-
torious distinction by
meeting specific criteria
to enhance overall safety.
Through the program,
schools with their own
transportation, schools
with contract transporta-
tion, and BOCES are
evaluated. Categories
covered include bullying
prevention programs,
playground safety and
other areas, and are
measured using specific,
quantifiable surveys.  

"Safety and health con-
cerns continue to be a
priority in our school dis-
tricts," explained Brian
Saville, Senior Vice  Pres-
ident in Utica National's

Educational Institutions
Unit. "Districts that go
'above and beyond' to
provide a safe,  healthy
and focused culture for
learning are to be ap-
plauded, and we're
pleased to count Jeffer-
son Central School  Dis-
trict among them."  

Mr. Saville noted that,
beyond the recognition

itself, an added benefit
of following the safety
program is the chance
to  pinpoint specific
threats to safety. "The
time to address those
threats is before a loss
happens, which really
helps  contribute to the
safety culture that dis-
tricts are working to-
ward."

Gallupville House Hosts
Fun for Easter 

By Bradley Towle
GALLUPVILLE — The

Gallupville House hosted
its annual Easter Egg
Hunt on Sunday, round-
ing out a busy weekend
of Easter activities in the
Town of Wright. The
Gallupvill Methodist
Church and Fire Depart-
ment each held their
events on Saturday, April
1st, the warmer of the
two weekend days. But
the cooler temperatures
did not keep the eager
families away from Sun-
day’s event. Children en-
tered the Gallupville
House to find the Easter
Bunny available for pic-
tures and greetings.
Gallupville House Asso-
ciation member Julianne
Scanlan served as the
master of ceremonies, di-
recting her teenage vol-
unteers (including her
son as the Easter Bunny)
and orchestrating a series

of egg and spoon games
for the large crowd of
children in attendance.
Scanlan led the group in
warm-up stretches before
lining them up by age at
the door and turning
them loose to search for
eggs around the property
with their parents and
grandparents. With jack-
ets, hats (and many a
snotty nose), the kids
scoured around the

Gallupville House, filling
their bags and baskets
before returning to ex-
amine the treasures. The
lucky eight to find a small
piece of paper with a star
could claim one jello egg
to enjoy (or share) after
the hunt. For information
about upcoming events
at the Gallupville House,
go to
https://www.gallupville-
house.org/. 

BOCES Links Students to
Employers and Recruiters 
SCHOHARIE – Forty-four

businesses, labor unions and
organizations recruited stu-
dents on the Career & Tech-
nical Education Center -
Schoharie Campus on
March 29. 

Entities ranging from Cur-
tis Lumber, Ryder Truck
Rental, Carver Industries
and the Bricklayers & Allied
Craftworkers to the New
York State Police and Ken-
worth Northeast Group re-
cruited the high school sen-
iors and juniors to help meet
their current and future em-
ployment needs.

“BOCES is a great re-
source for the Laborer’s
Union,” said Glenn Marek,
of Laborer’s Union 157.
“We found that of about
550 members, 150 of them
have come through Capital
Region BOCES. They are
good quality workers with
a basis of training who know
what they want and know
what they are getting into.”

Michael Bennett of Mon-
roe Tractor Director of Serv-
ices echoed those senti-
ments.

“BOCES is great because
it gives you people who are
committed to the training,
have gotten the basic train-
ing, and who want to work.
It gives us as a company
something to work with,”
he said.

Hosted by Capital Region
BOCES, the event helps stu-
dents find jobs and opens
their eyes to the variety of
careers their Career and
Technical School education

is preparing them.
Students said they appre-

ciated the opportunity to
examine all of their employ-
ment options and perhaps
even get a job on the spot!

“Days like this are nice
because you get to see what
is out there. It’s great that
the businesses are willing
to give up their time to
come and meet with us,”
said Keegan Liddle, a Con-
struction/Heavy Equipment
senior from Schoharie who
spoke during the event with
Bill Gray of International
Union of Operating Engi-
neers Local 158.

“This is pretty awesome.
The laborer’s offer an ex-
cellent job and a good op-
portunity for a successful
future,” added classmate
Jeremiah Taylor of
Schoharie.

A career fair with approx-
imately 40 businesses al-
ready registered to recruit
will take place April 4 on
the Albany Campus, located
at 925B Watervliet-Shaker
Road, Albany, NY 12205.
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Library News

Your Library News is Brought to You By:

Middleburgh Library
4/10 - 2:00 PM - Monday Fam-
ily Movie Matinee - "Puss in
Boots Last Wish" (PG13) - 
Puss has burned through eight
of his nine lives, though he lost
count along the way. Getting
those lives back will send Puss
in Boots on his grandest quest
yet. The notorious PiB em-
barks on an epic journey into
the Black Forest to find the
mythical Wishing Star and re-
store his lost life. But with only
one life left, Puss will have to
humble himself and ask for
help from his former partner
and nemesis: the captivating
Kitty Soft Paws. In their quest,
Puss and Kitty will be aided--
against their better judgment
by a ratty, chatty, relentlessly
cheerful mutt, Perro. Together,
our trio of heroes will have to
stay one step ahead of
Goldilocks and the Three
Bears Crime Family, "Big" Jack
Horner, and terrifying bounty
hunter, The Big Bad Wolf.  No
registration required.  Free
Popcorn.
4/11 - 10:45 AM - Drop-in Sto-
rytime - Family Dance Party!
We're switching up storytime a
bit today!  We'll start with a
story but then we'll dance the
morning away with some fun
tunes.  We'll have drinks and
snacks for everyone.  For chil-
dren ages 1 - 8 and their care-
givers.  No registration
required.
4/12 - 1:00 PM - Reptile Ad-
venture - Join Jessica Shea and
Reptile Adventures as she in-
troduces you to some of her
lively and interesting friends.
You'll meet tortoise,  lizards,
Argentine black and white
Tengus and several snakes in-
cluding a ball python.  Jessica
is very knowledgeable and will
answer all of your questions
about these amazing reptiles.
No registration required. We
can only accommodate so
many people in the room.
When it's full, it's full!
4/13 - 11:00-12:00 - Home-
school Explorers - Join us on
the 2nd Thursday of each
month through June for crafts,
games, experiments, and lots
of fun!  This program is for
homeschooled students ages 5
through 18. Registration is re-
quired. 
4/13 - 1:00 PM - Create with
3D Pens - Learn how to create
colorful 3D sculptures, start-
ing with basic shapes and
structures and then combining
them into more complex de-
signs! Registration is required.
For kids ages 8 - 15. 
4/22 - 11:00-3:00 - Puzzlema-
nia: Team Jigsaw Puzzle Com-
petition - Test your puzzle
prowess. Teams of 2-4 players
will have 2 hours to see who
can put together an identical
unopened 500-piece jigsaw
puzzle in the least amount of
time..  Each team will get to
keep their puzzle and the win-
ning team and runner up will
get to choose another puzzle
to take home!  Children 10 -
14 must compete with an
adult.  Children 15 and up can

compete without an adult on
their team.  All ages are wel-
come!  Registration is re-
quired.
Please check our calendar on
our website at www.middle-
burghlibrary.info for future
programs.  Also, don't forget
our Facebook page.

Cobleskill Library
Income tax deadline is com-

ing up fast and we have Federal
and State Tax forms! They can
be found in the library lobby. 

Are you interested in joining
the Library Board of Trustees?
Library Trustee candidate nom-
inating petition forms are avail-
able at the District Clerk office
and the Library. Petitions will
need at least 25 signatures
from voters residing in the
Cobleskill-Richmondville School
District. Petitions must be filed
with the District Clerk by 5pm
on April 17th. The election will
be held on Tuesday, May 16,
2023 at the High School. There
are four seats on the 2023
ballot: one one-year term, one
three-year, and two five-year
terms. 

Friday, April 7 at noon Fan
Favorites Book Club. Join us
on the first Friday of every
month for our casual conver-
sation about the books, tv se-
ries, and movies we love. No
assigned readings, just a chance
to meet people, talk about
things you love, and perhaps
pick up a few suggestions on
things that will become your
new favorite obsession. 

Tuesday, April 11 at 6:00pm
Do you love anime and manga?
Or maybe you're curious about
these Japanese stories but aren't
sure how to get started? Check
out our Anime Club for teens!
We meet once a month to
watch anime episodes, eat
snacks, and try Japanese-in-
spired crafts. Open to 6th-12th
graders (ages 11-18). No reg-
istration required. 

Tuesday, April 11 and 25 at
6:00 pm The Short Fiction
Workshop: This monthly writ-
ing workshop for teens and
adults features writing prompts,
exercises, and moderated feed-
back sessions where authors
working on short fiction can
practice their craft, develop
new skills, and get constructive
input from other writers. 

Wednesday, April 12 at 3pm
Poetry Workshop with Linda
Sonia Miller. In the relaxed at-
mosphere of this hands-on
workshop, participants will ex-
plore some of the many ways
in which poets use language
by playing with words in both
“free verse” and within the
often helpful “confines” of po-
etic forms (such as haikus,
sonnets, pantoums, and ghaz-
als) and less formal “forms”
such as found poems and list
poems. Workshop Facilitator
Linda Sonia Miller has been a
poet and teacher of creative
writing and literature for almost
thirty years. 

Thursday, April 13 at 1pm
Library Board of Trustees
monthly meeting. The Trustees
meet upstairs in the Community

Room and meetings are open
to the public. 

Thursday, April 13 at 1pm
Make a Recycled Seed Starter
Get a head start on your garden
and start some seeds! Partici-
pants will decorate a recycled
container, fill it with soil, and
plant a few seeds! Take them
home, keep them in a warm,
sunny spot, and give them wa-
ter so they'll sprout! Once the
seedlings are established, they
can be transplanted to a larger
pot or garden bed. Recom-
mended for ages 4 and up due
to small parts that could pose
a choking hazard. 

Thursday, April 13 at 4 All
Ages Craft Buffet Patrons of
all ages are invited to join us
for open craft time. We'll have
tables full of craft supplies
available for participants to
use, along with plenty of snacks
and beverages. Come let your
imagination inspire you to cre-
ate whatever you choose! 

Saturday, April 15 at 11am
The Oobleck Experiment Have
you ever made oobleck before?
This ooey, gooey mixture, in-
spired by Dr. Seuss's
Bartholomew and the Oobleck,
is a fun non-Newtonian fluid,
a little like slime. Join us for a
fun oobleck science experiment
where we'll make our own
oobleck, record our observa-
tions, and compare it to a glue-
based slime! Open to kids 5
and up; each child must have
a participating adult present. 

Tuesday, April 18 at 6pm
Adult Gaming Group: Adult
Gamers interested in role-play-
ing games, card and board
games are invited to gather at
the library for fun and games
with other game fans. 

Wednesday, April 19 at 3:30
We've got the LEGO, just bring
your imagination! Each session
we'll have a different building
theme to challenge participants,
but you can build anything
that inspires you. Open to kids
in grades K-8. 

Thursday, April 20 at 6:30
5-Minute Experts This new
event is a fun, fast-moving, ed-
ucational program where 4-5
presenters deliver five-minute
talks on a specialized area of
expertise. Each presenter must
prepare a slide show of 10-20
slides and the presentations
may not exceed 5-minutes.
Topics will be as varied as the
participants' interests. For au-
diences, it's an opportunity to
learn something new and dif-
ferent, with less likelihood of
getting bored by a long-winded
presentation. It's like TED Talks
for audiences with short at-
tention spans! If you're inter-
ested in presenting at a future
program, contact Adult Services
Librarian Don LaPlant at cob-
adult@mvls.info 

Tuesday, April 25 at 6pm
Yoga for Teens Join local yoga
instructor Lana for a begin-
ner-friendly yoga practice! Par-
ticipants will learn a little about
yoga's history and modern
practice, then follow a sequence
of poses and breathing exer-
cises. No experience necessary,
but registration is required.
Open to middle and high
schoolers (ages 11-18). If you

have a mat, please bring it;
mats can be provided for those
who don't have their own. 

Thursday, April 27 Trivia
Night@ the Library 6:30 pm.
If you would like to be a 2023
sponsor, please contact the Li-
brary. Special thanks to The
Friends of The Community Li-
brary for sponsoring the snack
table. 

Saturday, April 29 the Library
will be at the Maple Festival.
Stop and say hi and learn more
about programs and things
you can borrow with your Li-
brary card! 

Wednesdays weekly Story-
Time at 10:30 with Miss. Court-
ney is for children ages birth
to 5 and their caregiver fea-
turing stories, songs and fun
activities. A special thanks to
the Stewarts Holiday Match
for the new storytime program
cart. 

Paws for Reading Join our
favorite therapy dogs, for read-
ing and cuddles! This is a great,
relaxed opportunity for kids
to practice their reading with
a friendly face. All ages wel-
come. No registration neces-
sary. In April Lily will join our
Paws for Reading program on
Tuesdays at 4:30 and Thursday
April 6, 13, and 27th at 4:30.
Nico will be back on Fridays
April 14 and 28 at 4pm. 

Families Count bags are now
available to check out at the
Community Library! These
bags cover a variety of math
topics and are aimed at ele-
mentary schoolers. Each bag
includes lesson guides, books,
and hands-on activities that
help families build math skills
together. Stop by the library to
get started! 

Cobleskill-Richmondville Bat-
tle of the Books events are
scheduled for April Radez,
Golding and C-R and Schoharie
High Schools have teams par-
ticipating. 2023 Battle of the
Books is supported by The
Friends of The Community Li-
brary, The Community Library,
Mohawk Valley Library System,
Games A Plunder, Catnap
Bookstore, Stewarts, Gobbler’s
Knob, Burger King, Walmart
and Via Aquarium. Good luck
to all participants. These events
couldn’t happen without the
support of the team coaches,
the school librarians, library
staff and the numerous volun-
teers and supporters. 

Tuesdays join your neighbors
and make new friends during
the Tuesday Knitters group!
You can find them in the pro-
gram room at 1pm. Bring your
own supplies and learn some-
thing new while you chat, listen
or just get in your zone. 

April Tabling Tuesdays visi-
tors:  

Tuesday April 11 and 25
from 11 to 1pm April is sexual
assault awareness month and
a representative from Planned
Parenthood of Greater NY will
highlight ways people can help,
how to access services if in
need and share flyers with the
hotline number. 

Tuesday, April 18 from 3-
7pm a representative from
Berkshire Farm Center & Serv-
ices for Youth will be at the Li-

brary. Berkshire’s mission is
to strengthen children and fam-
ilies so they can live safely, in-
dependently and productively
within their home communities.
Berkshire will have information
on becoming a foster parent.
There are currently over 17,000
children in foster care in NY
with more than 6,000 coming
into care every year. 

Do you have used Inkjet or
LaserJet toner you want to re-
cycle? Please bring them to
the Library. We recycle and
use the rewards to supplement
our office supply budget. Please
don’t bring the empty toner
containers from your copier,
we can’t recycle them. The re-
cycle box is under the card
catalog by the water fountain.
We really appreciate the do-
nations we have received. 

To receive Library News by
email signup here
https://bit.ly/CommunityLi-
braryNews Follow us on Face-
book, Instagram and Twitter!
It is easy to find age-appropriate
programs on the event calendar
visit bit.ly/CommunityLi-
braryEvents 

Schoharie Library 
Schoharie Library Hours:

MTF 11am-6pm, Wed. 5-8pm,
Thurs. 12pm-7pm, and Sat.
10am-2pm 

NEW HOURS: Tuesday,
10am-8pm. Wednesday, 12pm-
7pm. Thursday and Friday,
11am-6pm. Saturday, 10am-
2pm. Closed Sunday and Mon-
day.

Virtual UFO Club: Thurs-
days, 20, 10am. Work on proj-
ects and chat on Zoom. Signup:
https://bit.ly/SchoharieLibrSto-
rytime with Yvonne: Fridays
at 10am. Stories, songs, fun
activities!

Writing Club (Virtual): Mon-
days at 6:30pm.
https://bit.ly/SchoharieLi-
braryPrograms

Knitcetera at the Library:
Tuesdays, April 11 & 25,
10:30am-noon. Embroider, sew,
knit, anything goes!

Service Dogs with Jubilee
and Sydney: Wednesday, April
12, 3pm. In this kid-friendly
program, Jubilee will introduce
her service dog Sydney and
talk about what service dogs
do, how they are trained, and
etiquette with service dogs and
their handlers. Jubilee and Syd-
ney will also give a demon-
stration.

Board of Trustees Meeting:
Wednesday, April 12, 7pm. The
public is welcome to join in
person at the library or on
Zoom with the link on our
website.

“Hello, Puddle” with chil-
dren’s author Anita Sanchez:
Thursday, April 13, 11am. This

magical, beautifully-illustrated
book shows the life of a puddle
and all the animals who depend
on it. Ms. Sanchez will read
the book, speak about it, and
answer questions. Though
geared toward children, this
program will be interesting to
all ages.

Needle felting with Sally
Ziegler*: Saturday, April 15,
10:30am and Thursday, April
20 at 4:15pm. Join us for either
or both classes and create a
cool design on felt with colorful
wool! It can be as simple or as
intricate as you wish - either
way it will be fun. Ages 10 to
adult. Signup: bit.ly/Needle-
FeltApril2023

*This project is made pos-
sible with funds from the
Statewide Community Regrant
Program, a regrant program
of the New York State Council
on the Arts with the support
of The Office of the Governor
and the New York State Legis-
lature and administered in
Schoharie County by CREATE
Council on the Arts.

For the Love of Books: April
19th, 4:30- 6pm. Book Lovers
unite to discuss your latest
reads and share recommen-
dations!  Bring 2-3 books that
you've read to share over re-
freshments. We will meet the
3rd Wednesday of each month.
Please register at bit.ly/Forth-
eLoveofBooksGroup

Earth Day Celebration: Fri-
day, April 21, 4:15pm: Pollinator
planting, pine cone bird seed
feeders. Then we’ll have a Vol-
unteer Library Cleanup on Sat-
urday, April 22 at 10am to re-
move sticks and debris from
the lawn. Signup for either ac-
tivity: bit.ly/SHOEarthDay23

Self-publishing and Promot-
ing your Book: Saturday, April
22 1-3pm. Local authors Niamh
Paris and Rebecca Schmid will
talk about different strategies
for formatting and getting your
book out there, as well as han-
dling different social media
and how to promote yourself.
We'll have refreshments after
the program, so there will be a
chance to talk and connect
with other writers. This will be
a 'hybrid" program, both in
person at the Schoharie Library
and also on Zoom.Click here
to sign up: https://bit.ly/Pub-
lishPromoteBook2023

Coding Club: Friday, April
28, 4:15pm. Youth Grade 5
and up are invited to attend.
Explore Hour of Code, Learn
Scratch, play with our Dash
Robot and much more. Last
Friday of every month, 4:15 -
5:45pm. Please register at:
https://bit.ly/SHOCodingClub

Bass Trombone and Piano in Middleburgh April 23
Celebrating “Interna-

tional Trombone Week,”
Frank Meredith and Lau-
rie Vivona Bunn will pres-
ent an informal program
of music for bass trom-
bone and piano on Sun-
day April 23 at the Mid-
dleburgh Reformed
Church. The hourlong
event begins at 1:30, and
there is no admission
charge. 

The trombone part of
the program includes
Mozart’s “Concerto No.

3” (originally for horn);
Sy Brandon’s “Adages 2”
(based on four well-
known adages); Inez Mc-
Comas’ “American Mus-
cle” (celebrating muscle
cars); and Lauren
Bernofsky’s “Two Latin
Dances.” 

Featured piano solos
will include Cy Walker’s
jazz settings of “Blue
Moon” and “Body and
Soul.” 

Pianist Laurie Vivona
Bunn brings a wealth of

collaborative musical ex-
perience to her perform-
ances. Currently residing
in Indian Lake, NY, she
formerly lived and free-
lanced in the Washington
DC area as a pianist for
choral groups, recitalists,
modern dance and ballet,
chamber music and sym-
phonies, voice and in-
strumental studios and
churches.  Laurie also
has worked as a vocal
coach with summer opera
workshops, such as the

Seagle Festival in
Schroon Lake.

Frank Meredith has en-
joyed a 45-year career
playing  bass trombone
with several upstate NY
orchestras; Glimmerglass
Opera; several chamber
groups; in the pit for sev-
eral dozen musicals; and
one nighters with touring
head-liners, including his
favorite band, CHICAGO.
Frank is the adjunct trom-
bone teacher at Colgate
University. 

Cobleskill Defeats
Schoharie 6-1

Singles Tennis
Sean Gallagher S def Frank Liardo C 6-4 6-4
Drae Dunham C def Josh Rignuette S 6-0,6-3
Chris Gutierrez C def Breaden Beck S 6-4 2-

6 10-5
Jason Napoli C def Alex Egnor S 6-1 6-0
Seth McDonald C def Jacob Ringuette 6-3 6-

1
Doubles

Ben Yorke/Cooper VanWie C def Sofia
Styles/Ryan Snyder 6-4 6-3

Oever Schel/Joey Massing C def Claire Wray/Ivy
Wray S 6-1 6-2Egg Hunt, from Page B1

Kylie Parslow-Bradt, 11, Connor Parslow-Bradt, 8, and Hunter Slater, all of
Schoharie enjoy a bigger form of Jenga at the Schoahrie Fire House egg

hunt Sunday. Photos by David Avitabile.

Alek and Steven Feit of Richmondville have fun with the Easter Bunny Sat-
urday at the Schoharie Fire House.
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Community Calendar
Ongoing

• 2022 Adult Grief Support Group, Cobleskill United Methodist Church, 107
Chapel Street, Cobleskill, NY 12043,1:00 - 2:30 p.m.

• Free Story Times each Tuesday at The Book Nook, 645 Main St., Hobart.
2:30 p.m. for toddlers 18 months to 3 years and 4 p.m. for ages 4 and older.

•  Family Support Meetings
Open Arms Recovery Resource Center 289 Main St Schoharie NY

4 till 7 Thursdays. call Chrystal @ 518 605-4180 for details.
•   Open Arms Recovery Resource Center

289 Main St Schoharie NY 8:00 - 4:00 Tuesdays 8:00 till 7:00 Thursdays.
Addiction and recovery information call 518 605 3867 for more details.\

•   The historic Charlotteville Schoolhouse is available for community use
and events and school groups during their April-October 2023 season.  It is
located at the corner of Baptist Church Road and Charlotte Valley Road in
Charlotteville.  The Schoolhouse provides a large well-lit space, seats up to
48 people, has a full kitchen, ample parking and lovely grounds for picnick-

ing.  For Schoolhouse availability and further information please email
csrc641@gmail.com or call Joe Dahms at 607-397-9180.

•  The historic Charlotteville Schoolhouse in Charlotteville, NY is inviting
non-profit organizations and school groups/clubs to fundraise through the
sale of baked goods during their monthly Pancake Breakfasts, which are

held from 8-11 on the third Sunday of the month.  Dates that are currently
available to hold a Bake Sale during the Pancake Breakfasts are 4/16, 9/17

and 10/15.  Send email inquiries and requests to csrc641@gmail.com.
April 8

• Second annual Pet Easter Parade, 4 p.m at Marilyn's Mountain Dog
Grooming. Also photos with the Easter bunny, give aways and prizes for

Easter costumes. MMDG is located at 5 Harpers Street, Stamford.
April 10

• Yoga at Headwaters, located at 66 Main St. in Stamford. Every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 8:30 a.m.. Drop in rate is$10 - $20 sliding scale,

bring your own yoga mat. Optional blocks, blanket, towel, strap, water.
• Writer’s Circle, 7 p.m. at the Stamford Village Library, on the second Mon-
day of each month.  Join local writers in presenting new works in progress.

In addition to independent works, optional monthly writing prompts are pro-
vided. Writers in all genres are welcome! Bring something to read or just

come to listen.
April 12

• Yoga at Headwaters, located at 66 Main St. in Stamford. Every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 8:30 a.m.. Drop in rate is$10 - $20 sliding scale,

bring your own yoga mat. Optional blocks, blanket, towel, strap, water.
•  Little Ones Storytime, 10:30 a.m. every Wednesday, at the Stamford Vil-

lage Library. Each week will feature a new theme with stories, songs, puppet
time, bubbles, and more! 

• Hand Needlework Group, 7-9 p.m. every Wednesday at the Stamford Vil-
lage Library, 117 Main St., Stamford. We welcome all who knit, crochet, quilt,

do needlework, crewel, embroidery, etc. of all levels, including those who
would like to learn. We will offer help and encouragement while you work

on your own projects.
• Legends of Lore, 6-8 p.m. at the Stamford Village Library, 117 Main St.,

Stamford. Every second and fourth Thursday.
April 13

• Speaking Grief, The Cobleskill United Methodist Church, Chapel Street,
Cobleskill, NY 12:00 - 1:30 p.m.

A Documentary on the Grief Experience followed by a Panel Discussion.
Bring a bag lunch and participate in this screening and discussion.   This is

free and open to all - info: 607 432-6773.
• Preschool Story Time, 10 a.m. every Thursday at the Stamford Village Li-
brary.  All preschool-age children and their parents or caregivers are invited
to join the students from Kiddie Corner at the library for a fun time of falling

in love with books and reading!
April 14

• Yoga at Headwaters, located at 66 Main St. in Stamford. Every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 8:30 a.m.. Drop in rate is$10 - $20 sliding scale,

bring your own yoga mat. Optional blocks, blanket, towel, strap, water.
•  Adult Literature Group, 10 a.m. every second Friday of the month at the
Stamford Village Library, 117 Main St., Stamford.   Interested in discussing

novels, poetry, or other literary works? Join other adults to talk about all
kinds of literature. Feel free to bring your favorite authors and books.

April 15
• Houseplant Swap at Landis Arboretum, 11:00 AM

• Pop Up at Catskill Outpost, 81 Main St., Stamford. Featuring hair cuts
from 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.. Haircuts start at $60, bangs and framing $25 and

Fades and clipper cuts $50. Book your appointment at
albatrossfarmny@gmail.com.

• Presentation "Finding Money in Your Budget to Keep Up With Inflation",
11 a.m. at the Stamford Village Library, 117 Main St., Stamford. Eileen Knott
from the Western Catskills Community Revitalization Council will lead this
free, interactive presentation. Free worksheets and credit card interest and

payments. Call 607-652-5001 to reserve a spot.
April 16

Open Mic at the Gallupville House. Hosted by Richard Sherman and Tom
White, this is a family-friendly, audience participation event open to all types

of performers. Join us at 3:00 pm
April 17

• Yoga at Headwaters, located at 66 Main St. in Stamford. Every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 8:30 a.m.. Drop in rate is$10 - $20 sliding scale,

bring your own yoga mat. Optional blocks, blanket, towel, strap, water.
April 18

• Stamford Scarecrow Festival meeting, 4 p.m. at Mountain Dog Cafe, 5
Harper Street, Stamford. All are welcome, volunteers are needed.

April 19
•  Little Ones Storytime, 10:30 a.m. every Wednesday, at the Stam-
ford Village Library. Each week will feature a new theme with sto-

ries, songs, puppet time, bubbles, and more! 
• Yoga at Headwaters, located at 66 Main St. in Stamford. Every
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 8:30 a.m.. Drop in rate is$10 -
$20 sliding scale, bring your own yoga mat. Optional blocks, blan-

ket, towel, strap, water.

• Gilboa Historical Society open meeting 6 p.m. followed by refreshments
and a guest speaker. All are welcome to join in.

• Hand Needlework Group, 7-9 p.m. every Wednesday at the Stamford Vil-
lage Library, 117 Main St., Stamford. We welcome all who knit, crochet, quilt,

do needlework, crewel, embroidery, etc. of all levels, including those who
would like to learn. We will offer help and encouragement while you work

on your own projects.
• Stamford History Hour with Karen Cuccinello, 10 a.m. at the Stamford Vil-
lage Library, 117 Main. St. Stamford. Bring something to share. All are wel-

come.
• Legends of Lore, 6-8 p.m. at the Stamford Village Library, 117 Main St.,

Stamford. Every second and fourth Thursday.
April 20

• Dungeons & Dragons Game Nights–  Every other Thursday at 7 p.m.   at
the Stamford Village Library, 117 Main St., Stamford. Gather to play Dun-
geons & Dragons every first and third Thursday (and fifth Thursday when
there is one.) at the Stamford Library! All gaming supplies are provided!

Next date May 4.
April 21

• Yoga at Headwaters, located at 66 Main St. in Stamford. Every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 8:30 a.m.. Drop in rate is$10 - $20 sliding scale,

bring your own yoga mat. Optional blocks, blanket, towel, strap, water.
April 22

• The Stamford American Legion club will hold a Chicken BBQ at the club,
located on state Route 10 north at the intersection of Terry and Taylor Moun-

tain Roads. Takeout begins at noon, until sold out. Two sides and a half
chicken, $12.

• Chicken and Biscuit Dinner, 5-7 p.m. at the Charlotteville Fire House,
Charlotteville. Menu includes chicken n' biscuits, mashed potatoes, gravy,

vegetable, salad, drinks and dessert. Cost is $12, to benefit the Charlotteville
Cemetery Assoc..

• Earth Day 5K and Fun Run, parking lot next to the Stamford Village Pool.
Live music and crafts provided for youngsters of all ages during the 5K run.
Also special activities throughout the village. The fun run begins at 9 a.m.

and the 5K at 9:45 a.m.. To register for either race, visit   https://tinyurl.com/
yuva22vp/. Children younger than 11 are free, while students and senior citi-
zens are $15 and adults are $30. In addition to a T-shirt, registrants will re-
ceive a packet of seeds and a seedling to plant in honor of Earth Day. The

event is sponsored by the Stamford NY Business Alliance.
• Earth Day at the Mountain Dog Cafe, 5 Harper St.. 1 p.m. presentation,
Conservation Through Woodlot Stewardship by Zane Lawyer, plus Catskill

Forest Association table and free seedlings from Arbor Day Foundation.
• Trail Tale "Over in the Forest" in conjunction with Stamford Earth Day 5K
and Fun Run. Follow a fun story of our forest friends along the rail trail at

the Stamford Village Library, 117 Main St., Stamford.
• Bovina Fire Department Open House, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.. This is one of the
Recruit NY activities designed to spark interest in joining the ranks. There

will be tours of the station and apparatus throughout the day. Visitors will be
able to try on gear, demonstrate firefighting activities and ask questions

about becoming a member. It is designed to give visitors a taste of what it
means to be in the fire service. Members will be present to discuss the re-

quirements and rewards of joining. 
April 22 and 23

Earth Day Weekend at the New York Power Authority Visitors Center
April 23

• Flat Creek Church will hold a “Wild game Dinner” more information to
follow closer to this date.

April 25
• Yoga at Headwaters, located at 66 Main St. in Stamford. Every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 8:30 a.m.. Drop in rate is$10 - $20 sliding scale,

bring your own yoga mat. Optional blocks, blanket, towel, strap, water.
April 26

•  Little Ones Storytime, 10:30 a.m. every Wednesday, at the Stamford Vil-
lage Library. Each week will feature a new theme with stories, songs, puppet

time, bubbles, and more! 
• Hand Needlework Group, 7-9 p.m. every Wednesday at the Stamford Vil-

lage Library, 117 Main St., Stamford. We welcome all who knit, crochet, quilt,
do needlework, crewel, embroidery, etc. of all levels, including those who
would like to learn. We will offer help and encouragement while you work

on your own projects.
• Numerology & Cosmic Image Connections, 1 p.m. on the last  Wednesday
of the month at the Stamford Village Library, 117 Main St., Stamford.   Ex-
ploring the Universal Laws, by bringing to light our potentialities and the

way to actualize them.
• Support Group for Parents and Caregivers of LGBTQIA+ YOUTHm 7

p.m..at the Stamford Village Library, 117 Main St., Stamford. Info:delaware-
countypride@gmail.com or visit www.delawarecountypride.com. Come to

connect, share and ask questions.
2023 Adult Grief Support Group

Cobleskill United Methodist Church, 107 Chapel Street, Cobleskill, NY
12043, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. Helios Care adult grief support groups are free

monthly drop-in groups open to all members of our community 18 and over.
Groups are facilitated by staff specifically trained in grief and loss.

Attendees have a safe and confidential place to focus on understanding the
grief process, making sense of the strong emotions, and learning from other

community members.
Groups are free and open to all adults. Please call (607) 432-5525 to register.

Visit HeliosCare.org for more information and resources.
April 27

• Yoga at Headwaters, located at 66 Main St. in Stamford. Every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 8:30 a.m.. Drop in rate is$10 - $20 sliding scale,

bring your own yoga mat. Optional blocks, blanket, towel, strap, water.
April 29

• Annual Spring Hawk Watch & Hawk Identification Workshop Houseplant
Swap at Landis Arboretum, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
• 2023 Daffodil Jazz Brunch, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm.  

Tom Morgan and Erna McReynolds invite you to the 2023 Daffodil Jazz
Brunch benefiting those cared for by Helios Care. There will be wonderful
music and delicious food amidst 100,000 daffodils at their lovely country

home in Franklin. RSVP by April 21st at helioscare.org/events.
Home of Tom Morgan and Erna McReynolds

1077 Otego Road
Franklin, NY 13775

• Yoga at Headwaters, located at 66 Main St. in Stamford. Every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 8:30 a.m.. Drop in rate is$10 - $20 sliding scale,

bring your own yoga mat. Optional blocks, blanket, towel, strap, water.
•  1Family Day at the Conesville Town Field, 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m.. Join in with

churches from across the region for hours of faith based activities including:
Bible lessons, music, prayer walk, crafts, and games. Need more information

e-mail conesvillesundayschool@gmail.com or call Kim 607-588-3258.
April 30

Nature Writing Houseplant Swap at Landis Arboretum, 1:00 - 3:00 PM
May 1

• Garden Discussion Group, 7 p.m. every first Monday of the month at the
Stamford Village Library, 117 Main St., Stamford. Share garden methods,
successes and failures. Bring cuttings, samples, and favorite tools to show

and to share!
May 11

• Legends of Lore, 6-8 p.m. at the Stamford Village Library, 117 Main St.,
Stamford. Every second and fourth Thursday.

May 13
Celebrate Spring with a Saturday Night Dance on May 13th, 6-10pm at the
Hobart Community Center, 80 Cornell Ave. DJ KDC plays old and new fa-

vorites. 20s-theme and country-theme Best Costume Contests. Sponsored by
Hobart Rotary. Refreshments provided. Admission Free.

May 21
Open Mic at the Gallupville House. Hosted by Richard Sherman and Tom

White, this is a family-friendly, audience participation event open to all types
of performers. Join us at 3:00 pm

May 24
2023 Adult Grief Support Group

Cobleskill United Methodist Church, 107 Chapel Street, Cobleskill, NY 12043,
1:00 - 2:30 p.m.

Helios Care adult grief support groups are free monthly drop-in groups
open to all members of our community 18 and over.  Groups are

facilitated by staff specifically trained in grief and loss.
Attendees have a safe and confidential place to focus on understanding the

grief process, making sense of the strong emotions, and learning from other
community members.Groups are free and open to all adults. Please call (607)

432-5525 to register. Visit HeliosCare.org for more information and re-
sources.

June 11
Open Mic at the Gallupville House. Hosted by Richard Sherman and Tom

White, this is a family-friendly, audience participation event open to all types
of performers. Join us at 3:00 pm

June 28
2023 Adult Grief Support Group

Cobleskill United Methodist Church, 107 Chapel Street, Cobleskill, NY 12043,
1:00 - 2:30 p.m.

Helios Care adult grief support groups are free monthly drop-in groups
open to all members of our community 18 and over.  Groups are

facilitated by staff specifically trained in grief and loss.
Attendees have a safe and confidential place to focus on understanding the

grief process, making sense of the strong emotions, and learning from other
community members.

Groups are free and open to all adults. Please call (607) 432-5525 to register.
Visit HeliosCare.org for more information and resources.

July 9
Open Mic at the Gallupville House. Hosted by Richard Sherman and Tom

White, this is a family-friendly, audience participation event open to all types
of performers. Join us at 3:00 pm

July 15-23
Sicily tour, small group 20 spaces available, extended to July 25 with Rome
extension. grouptoursite.com/rosemariekeller or call 800-438-7672 group

#60918243
August 5-13, 2023

U.S. National Park Tour. The Rockies, Arches, Yellowstone. 9 days. 13 days
with Badlands and Mount Rushmore extension, through August 17. group-

toursite.com/rosemariekeller
August 6

The Lion King at Proctors Theater. 1 p.m. $40 per person. Limited tickets.
RSVP with payment by December 12. Contact Rosemarie Keller at

kellerr22@gmail.com
August 13

Open Mic at the Gallupville House. Hosted by Richard Sherman and Tom
White, this is a family-friendly, audience participation event open to all types

of performers. Join us at 3:00 pm
September

Sicily tour, 13 days, with Rosemarie Keller.. In the midst of the Mediter-
ranean, discover an island with personality all its own—full of flavor and

teeming
with one-of-a-kind art and architecture. From multicultural Palermo to

breathtaking Taormina, each stop on
this tour of Sicily reveals unexpected treasures.

Visit goaheadtours.com/Z0M or call 800-597 0350
September 10

Open Mic at the Gallupville House. Hosted by Richard Sherman and Tom
White, this is a family-friendly, audience participation event

open to all types of performers. Join us at 3:00 pm
October 8

Open Mic at the Gallupville House. Hosted by Richard Sher-
man and Tom White, this is a family-friendly, audience partici-
pation event open to all types of performers. Join us at 3:00 pm

Auto Racing News
By Tom Coughlin

This week will see Al-
bany-Saratoga Speedway on
Rt. 9 in Malta open their
gates as they will hold tech
& inspection Sat April 8.
Pit gates will open at 10am.
and on track practice will
take place weather permit-
ting from 3pm-7pm. The
grandstands will be free and
pit admission is $20. Con-
cessions will be available.

Then on Friday, April 14
The Great Race Place will
open for their 58th. season.
Modifieds will compete for
$5,800, crate 602 sports-
man for $1,000, and pro
stocks for $1,000. Start time
will be at 7:00 pm. Sun
April 16 is the rain date.

The Ollie's Elite Series
will kick off the 104th. sea-
son at Orange County Fair
Speedway also known as
the House of Power on Sat-
urday, April 8 in Middletown,
N.Y. with the Hard Clay
Open. The Short Track Su-
per Series modified 50-lap
feature will payout $12,000
to win. The O.C.F.S. 602
sportsman will compete in
a 20-lap feature for $1.000.

Pit gates open up at 3:00
pm.  and grandstand and
drive-in section at 4:30 pm,
hot laps are at 5:30 pm.,

racing at 6:30 pm. Grand-
stand admission is $35 and
children under 12 are free.
Sunday, April 9 will be used
as a rain date. Area racers
expected to be racing in-
clude Jack Lehner, Bobby
Hackel IV, Mike Mahaney,
David Schilling, and Ronnie
Johnson.

For those of you inter-
ested in this year's Gas-Up .
The next meeting will take
place on Mon, April 10 at
7pm. at the home of Ralph
& Barb Liddle at 591 Colby
Road, Schoharie.

Utica-Rome Speedway
on Rt. 5 in Vernon will have
practice on Friday, April 14.
Gates will open at 5:00 pm.
and on track activity will
take place from 6;30 pm.
until 9:30 pm. Grandstand
admission is free and pit
admission will be $35. Also
there is a practice session
scheduled for Tuesday, April
18 same times and admis-
sions. 

Last Friday night racing
fans at Delaware Interna-
tional Speedway saw Matt
Sheppard score a last lap
victory over Mike Gurlar.
The win in the Jake Marine
Memorial 30-lap modified
feature was worth a cool
$8,585. As Gular was lead-

ing on lap 29 he got a little
high in turn number one
and went over the cushion,
which allowed Sheppard to
get by. Gular raced Sheppard
hard down the back stretch.
However, Sheppard was able
to carry his momentum
through turns three and four
and hold on for the win.
Alex Yankowski finished 5th.,
Mike Mahaney 6th., Bobby
Hackel IV 11th., and David
Schilling 21st.

On Saturday Stewart
Friesen of Sprakers started
7th. and had a nice 3rd.
place podium finish in the
NASCAR Craftsman Truck
Series race in his number
52 Toyota at the Texas Motor
Speedway. Friesen currently
sits 13th. in the point stand-
ings, with only eight points
separating positions 10
through 14.

This week on Saturday
the truck series will be racing
in Tennessee at the high
banked Bristol Motor Speed-
way. The asphalt has been
covered with clay and Stew-
art will be driving the Ferris
Commercial Mowers #52
and he will be joined by his
wife Jessica Friesen as she
will drive the Halmar-Friesen
Racing,Aim Autism-Spec-
trum of Color #62 Toyota
TRD Pro truck.

MCS Tax Levy Hike 
at 1.5 Percent

By David Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH - Mid-

dleburgh school property
owners will likely be pay-
ing 1.5 percent more in
taxes for the upcoming
school year.

School board members
last week heard that
spending reductions have
lowered the proposed tax
levy hike from 1.99 per-
cent to 1.5 percent.
Board members will be
adopting a spending plan
at their April 19 meeting.
The public vote will be
on May 16.

The proposed 2023-24
proposed budget stands
at $24.31 million, up
from the current budget
of $23.81 million, an in-
crease of $501,113, 

or 2.1 percent, said
School Business Manager
Robyn Bhend. The latest
spending total is about
$26,000 less than the
February preliminary
budget.

The 2023-24 spending
plan includes several ar-
eas with increases in-
cluding health insurance,
fuel, gas, and electricity.

The estimate for fuel
oil is up $15,000 to
$250,000, while electric-
ity is up by about
$30,000 to $190,000,
and gas and oil is up by
$20,000 to $170,000.

The proposed budget
calls for the use of
$821,815 in fund balance
or district savings to re-
duce the tax levy, the
same as this year. State
aid, she added, is up
from $12.4 million to
$12.79 million, a hike of
2.91 percent. The pro-
posed tax levy is up from
$10.1 million to $10.255
million, a hike of 1.5 per-
cent. The state tax limit
for MCS for 2023-24 is
3.46 percent. The district
raised the levy by 0.50
percent this year and
zero percent the year be-

fore, and one percent
the year before that. The
tax bill of individual tax-
payers may be higher or
lower than the 1.5 per-
cent tax levy increase
due to different equal-
ization rates in the dif-
ferent towns that make
up the district.

Ms. Bhend does not
expect a state aid in-
crease when New York
approves the new budg-
et.

Board member Scott
VanKuren wondered why
the district does not low-
er the tax levy even fur-
ther considering the high
amount of fund balance
that the district has every
year.

Board members are
scheduled to adopt a
spending plan on April
19. A public hearing is
set for May 3 and the
public vote is on May
16.
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Homemade Breakfast
& Lunch

Open Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday, & Sunday

• Full Menu • Serving Beer & Wine 
• Outside Seating • Dine-in/Take-Out 
• Home of the Belly-Buster Burger •

Easy access for campers 
& large vehicles 
Large Parking Lot
2102 St. Route 30

North Blenheim • 518-827-5588

Catering for 
all Occasions! Call for

Hours 
and Daily
Specials

Join a Team  
at one of the most exciting  

hotels in the country!   
- Full & Part-Time positions available 
 
- Seeking applications for housekeeping  
    and NYS licensed massage therapists 
 
- Flexible schedules and very competitive starting pay

Now interviewing for current openings  
at both of our locations. If you're a team player, 

dependable, take pride in your work, and ready to 
join a fun team, please send email to: 

info@theroxburyexperience.com 
Resumes encouraged but not required.

LITE 94.3 100.1 AM-
1190

AMERICA'S BEST
MUSIC

Lite Talk Weekdays (6-Am-9am) With Doug Stephen
& Ja Kershner.

"America's Best Music" All Day..All Night Over 1000
Adult Song Selection. Local Weather 87 Times Per

Day!
Nascar-Yankees- Bulldog Sports.

Regional Coverage:
94.3 AM-1190 Schoharie & Otsego Counties.

100.1 Schoharie,Montgomery & Fulton Counties.
Am-1190 All Above Counties.

LISTEN ON LINE: lite943radio.com     
(518) 234-3400.

Gallupville House Unveils
2023 Open Mic Calendar

the following dates:
April 16
May 21
June 11
July 9
August 13
September 10
October 8

Open Mic at the
Gallupville House. Hosted
by Richard Sherman and
Tom White, this is a fam-
ily-friendly, audience par-
ticipation event open to
all types of performers.
Join us at 3:00 pm on

All About Racing
By Ed & Betty Biittig
The Short Track Super

Series (STSS) founded by
Brett Deyo announced this
week that Ollie’s, America’s
largest retailer of closeout
merchandise and excess in-
ventory has expanded its
association with the STSS
and will sponsor the Elite
Series for the 2023 season,
with the first event getting
underway at Orange County
Fair Speedway in Middle-
town, NY. this Saturday, April
8 with the “Hard Clay Open”
paying $12,000 to win,

$2,000 for 10th and $1,000
to take the green.  

We got the chance to talk
briefly with Laurie Fallis at
the Fonda Speedway car
show a week ago and she
said that when she got the
call from Buffy Swanson of
the NE Dirt Modified Hall
of Fame she was speechless
and thrilled at the same
time.  

Laurie Fallis of
Gloversville, will be honored
with the 2022 Outstanding
Women in Racing Award by

the Northeast Dirt Modified
Hall of Fame in Weedsport,
NY on the grounds of the
Weedsport Speedway.  The
award will be given as part
of the Hall of Fame induc-
tions on July 13, 2023 at 7
pm.  The event is free and
open to the public. 

Laurie Fallis, is currently
promoter of the Mohawk
Valley Vintage Dirt Modified
Series (MVVDMS).  Her con-
nection to racing began in
the 1980’s at Fonda Speed-
way when she met her hus-

band, Sportsman driver,
Drew Fallis.  She fell in love
with the sport and worked
alongside her husband, turn-
ing wrenches and taking
care of business, even racing
two boys and penning a col-
umn “The Sportsman Voy-
age” for Fonda’s weekly pro-
gram.

By the 2000’s she decided
she wanted to experience
the thrill of driving herself,
so she suited up and got
behind the wheel to race in
the Powder Puff division
against other women and
picked up nine wins before
moving to a Enduro car and
taking on the men.  

In 2004 she put together
a Four Cylinder Cruiser car
and raced at Glen Ridge
where she claimed 15 wins
and the 2007 title.  She also
traveled to Five Mile Point
Speedway near Binghamton
where she claimed 13 wins
and the 2010 ALOTO Cham-
pionship.

In 2017 she began writing
a regular column for Race
Pro Weekly and in 2018
when the promoter of the

Laurie Fallis of Gloversville and promoter of the
MVVDMS will receive the Outstanding Women in Rac-
ing award from the NE Dirt Modified Hall of Fame in

July.  Biittig photo

The Green Wolf Cinema 
Returns in April

The Green Wolf Cine-
ma returns in April, fo-
cusing on films written
and directed by women.
The series starts on
Thursday, April 13th,
with Lynn Shelton’s
“Sword of Trust,” a most-
ly improvised comedy
starring comedian and
podcaster Marc Maron.
Shelton, who also ap-
pears in a supporting
role, passed away sud-
denly in 2020. “Sword
of Trust” was her final
film before her untimely
passing. 

On April 27th, The
Green Wolf will screen
“Greener Grass,” an ab-
surdist suburban satire
written, directed, and
starring Jocelyn DeBoer
and Dawn Luebbe. Be-
hind the absurdist im-
agery, colors, and outfits
lies a social commentary
about modern American
life. 

On Sunday, April 30th,
the Green Wolf cele-
brates Walpurgisnacht
with the 1922 Finnish
horror film “Haxan.” One
of the first movies to
ever include scenes
filmed in the dark, night-
marish images of devils
and demonic nuns move

across the screen in a
narrative based on The
Malleus Maleficarum, a
15th-century German
witch hunter’s guide. 

All films begin at 7:30,
with a suggested dona-
tion of $5 for each
screening. 

MVVDMS decided to step
down she took on the job,
managing promotions, spon-
sorships, race-day activities,
tech inspection and more
for the group.  

Under Laurie’s leadership
the series grew from eight
cars to more than 40, ex-
panded into three states,

adding new tracks each sea-
son and has increased its
social media presence and
has become one of the most
popular vintage dirt car or-
ganization in Northeast rac-
ing. 

Until next week please
send all news and/or com-
ments to biittig@yahoo.com

Winners!
In the Young Adult

Boys category,
Thomas VanWagenen

took first, Jackson
Hughes-Charboneau
took 2nd, and John
VanWagenen took

3rd. Among the Young
Adult Girls, Olivia

Skowfoe was 1st, Ava
Pagano 2nd, and Abi-
gail Lawyer was 3rd.

Among the Pee Wee
Boys, Beckett Hamm

took first place,
Collin Baciuska sec-
ond, and Logan Col-

lier Third in the
Middleburgh Rod &

God Club Youth
Archery Tournament.
In the Pee Wee Girls

category, Raegan Pri-
colo took first place.

Photos courtesy
Willie Karlau.
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518-827-3301
Olv2009@midtel.net
Evangelical Lutheran
Church - Gallupville
Sunday Worship begins

at 9:00 am every Sunday,
followed by Adult Study at
10:30 am and Children's
Sunday School at 11:00 am.

Sarah’s Pantry Second
and Fourth Thursdays 12
noon-4pm

Grosvenors Corners
United Methodist

Church
1217 Grovenors Corners

Road in the hamlet of
Grosvenors Corners, Carlisle
meets for worship at 8:30
a.m. Sunday Morning.

The Sharon Springs
United Methodist

Church
511 US-20, Sharon

Springs meets for worship
on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

Schoharie Reformed
Church

258 Main Street
Schoharie, NY 12157
In-person Sunday Wor-

ship Service 10:00am for
all ages. All are Welcome.

Pastors Michael & Sherri
Meyer-Veen

Summit UMC 
2870 State Rt. 10 service

Local Worship Services 10 a.m. Pastor Jan Benson
Seventh Day Adventist

2861 State Rt. 10 
Saturday Service 10 a.m. 
Pastor Reid 501-545-8351
Calvary Assembly of

God
960 Mineral Springs Rd.
10 AM Sunday service.
www.cagcobleskill.org
First Baptist Church
492 West Main Street,

Cobleskill Sunday Service
– 11:00 AM

Schoharie United 
Presbyterian Church
314 Main St. Schoharie,
Worship Service:  10:30

AM Sundays
Lawyersville Reformed

Church
209 Phillip Schuyler Road,

Cobleskill 9AM service every
Sunday

Sacred Heart Church
Saturday, at 4:30pm Sa-

cred Heart Stamford
Sunday, at 8am St. Philip

Neri, Grand Gorge
Friday, at 12pm Sacred

Heart in Stamford
Harpersfield Methodist

Church
343 Colonel Harper Dri-

veHarpersfield, NY Pastor
Dawn Richards (405) 808-
4407

Send us your local wor-
ship services at mountainea-
glenews@gmail.com.
Christian Community

Church of Faith
Sunday 8:30 AM
An Independent/Non-De-

nominational Church, 355
State Route 7, Rich-
mondville,

St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church

Sunday 10:30 AM, 326
Main St., Middleburgh

Middleburgh 
Reformed Church

178 River St. Middleburgh
www.middleburghre-

formed.org 
Worship 11 a.m.
Food Pantry open Satur-

days, 9-11 a.m.
Sharon 

Reformed Church 
Sundays 10:30 AM
5868 State Route 10 
Sharon Springs,

The Warnerville United
Methodist Church 

1615 NY-7, Rich-
mondville, NY 12149 Holds
services every Sunday at 9
a.m. 

(Children's Sunday School
also at 9 a.m.)

Middleburgh United
Methodist Church 

281 Main Street Middle-
burgh, NY holds services
every Sunday at 11 a.m.                                                   

(Children's Sunday
School also at 11 a.m.)

Pastor Mel 518-827-5126
or Melenamoore2323@
gmail.com
Esperance-Sloansville

United Methodist
Church

175 Main St. Esperance,
NY 12066, at 11 a.m. on
Sunday

Gallupville United
Methodist Church

120 Factory St. Schoharie,
12157

Delanson United
Methodist Church

112 E Shore Rd, Delan-
son, NY 12053
Our Lady of the Valley
Roman Catholic Parish

Saturday  5:45 p.m.
Sunday.   9:00 a.m.
Wednesday 9:00 a.m.
Virtual Mass available at

Facebook.com/our Lady-
oftheValleyParish/

Main Street at Wells Ave.
Middleburgh
Rev. Tom Zelker, Pastor

341 Main Street, Middleburgh
pearlrubytorres.kw.com/

845-461-5132 
rurerock@aol.com

Thursday night service
at 6 p.m., followed by a pot
luck dinner and bible study.

Christ the Shepherd
Lutheran Church

289 Main Street,
Schoharie

Sundays 9:00AM in-per-
son and on Facebook Live

MCS Falls to Canjo in Season Opener
MIDDLEBURGH - The Lady Knights rallied but fell short losing 11-7 to Canajoharie in the softball season opener Monday.
The Cougars opened the top of the first inning with five runs. MCS answered with one run in the bottom of the inning. After trading runs in the second

inning, Canajoharie took a 9-2 lead in the top of the third inning, but the Knights rallied for four runs in the bottom of the frame. Canjo scored two more times
in the fourth while Middleburgh closed out the scoring with a single run in the fifth.

Payton Yung started on the mound for the Knights followed by Olivia Skowfoe. Ellie Shaul was behind the plate.
The leading hitters for the Knights were: Cierra DuPont, Yung, Namine Archer, and Skowfoe.

Above left: Middleburgh's Connor Mattice is called out at third base by Canajo-
harie third baseman C. Fox. Photos by Bob Roney.

Above:  Ian Hoop gets safely bad to first on a pick off attempt by Canajoharie.

SCS Alumni Say Bye to Indian
SCHOHARIE - The

Schoharie Central School
annual alumni game was
bittersweet Friday night
as it was the last time the
players would grace the
floor with the Indian mas-
cot in the middle of the
high school gym floor and
walls.

The district is in the
midst of replacing the
beloved mascot with a
new one following a state
made to remove all Native
American symbols for
team mascots.

Playing in the game and
pictured around the Indian
were: Shawn Gathen,
Mitchell Barton, Travis
McHargue, TJ Smith,
Lance Helstrom, Eric

Croote, Brenden Archer,
Chris O’Neil, Blaine Rose,
Garrett Marbot, Glen
Posato, Paul Weis, Drew
Gathen, Patrick Miller, Ben

Johnson, Stephen Alescio,
and Josh Scheuer. Not pic-
tured: Cameron Hotaling.

Photos by Jennifer
Crewell Alescio.

More Sports on
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BKW Bests Middleburgh
MIDDLEBURGH -

Berne-Knox-Westerlo de-
feated the Middleburgh
Knights Wednesday in
non-league action. The
12-2 result came as
BKW's Hunter Sisson
pitched a complete game

with 3 strikeouts and giv-
ing up two walks. For
Middleburgh, Jaesen
Hoop, Billy Martinez,
John Shaw, Ben Croote,
and Drew Hall all pitched
with Lucas Shaw behind
the dish. At the plate,
Middleburgh's John Shaw

went 2 for 3, scoring
once and driving one run
in. Braeden All went 1-2
with a double and a run.
Middleburgh is 0-1 in
league play and 1-1 in
non-league play.
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HELP WANTED
Charlotteville General Store  is accepting employment  applications for the fol-

lowing positions: Deli/ Counter Helper
Information can be obtained at 668 Charlotte Valley Road Charlotteville, NY

12036 or by calling 
607-397-9330.

RICE COAL
Call for pricing
Limited time

HELP WANTED
OFFICE ASSISTANT: Duties include but

are not limited to answering phones, receiving
and input payments, reviewing accounts with

customers and county agencies as needed, and
handling day to day operations. and familiar

with computers. Wage based on skills.
HVAC Technician

Immediate Service technician (HVAC) position
available; Valid Hazmat license a plus. Clean 

license required.
Duties include new installs and repairs, 

diagnostic
Hazmat Bobtail Driver

Immediate hazmat bobtail driver position
available

Responsibilities
Plan delivery route and complete simple daily

paperwork
Deliver propane to commercial and residential

customers, Provide kind and courteous service
to customers

Must have valid, clean Hazmat license
All positions are Full-time, year-round, 

Monday - Friday, health insurance available,
401K option, paid holidays and paid vacation,
competitive wages. Applicants must be reliable

and  professional. Contact
bbates0909@gmail.com

FIRE MARK
INSURANCE
AGENCY

FINGER LAKES FIRE &
CASUALTY CO 
PO Box 39 • 

826 East Main Street
Cobleskill NY 12043 

518-234-2121

We are a full-service property
& casualty agency offering 

insurance coverage on 
• AUTO • HOME 

• LIABILITY • LIFE 
• HEALTH 

• WORKERS COMPENSATION 
We offer the best 

coverage and price to fit your needs
because we represent you.

Stop in to see 
Ray for all your 

insurance needs. 
Ray Gillis 

ray@
firemarkins.com

TSN DOCUMENT 
SERVICES CORP. 
Local Grand 

Gorge office looking 
for seasoned office 
assistant versed in 
Micro soft office 
suite and customer 
service.  Detailed 
oriented & enjoys a 
professional pro-
gressive working en-
vironment.  Wish list 
includes 2nd lan-
guage and Notary li-
cense.  Website: 
t i t l e s e r v i c e . u s 
$18/hr. part-time.  
 

Call Janet  
607-588-4700  
noon-4:30pm 

HELP WANTED
Substitute Bus Driver - CROP &

After School Activities

START DATE: ASAP
SALARY: $20.00 Hour 
QUALIFICATIONS: Must be willing to drive

school bus and pass the physical examination.
CDL license necessary, must have the School
Bus Endorsement 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: April 14,2023

CONTACT: 
Jack Etter, Superintendent

Gilboa-Conesville Central School
132 Wyckoff Road 
Gilboa, NY  12076

Please forward the following application ma-
terials to the address above or apply on-line at
OLAS (https://www.pnwboces.org/olas/):

Internal and External Posting
Letter of Interest

Resume

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS
NEEDED

The Middleburgh Central School 
District has openings in the position of:

School Bus Driver
Appropriate NYS Driver’s License 

required (Class B with S endorsement)
The District is willing to train to meet all 

requirements
Competitive pay rates and benefits

Interested candidates should submit a
Civil Service employment application to

Middleburgh CSD, Attn: Robyn Bhend, PO
Box 606, Middleburgh, NY 12122

Applications may be obtained on
line at: www.middleburghcsd.org

Wayward Lane Brewing Wins State 2023 Brewery of the Year 
SCHOHARIE - The New

York State Craft Beer Com-
petition has awarded Way-
ward Lane Brewing the
2023 Brewery of the Year.
The farm brewery opened
in 2021 on a 65-acre former
hop farm in the town of
Schoharie, which resides
within the Mohawk Valley
region of New York. The
brewery prides itself on its
classic styles of beer, but
brews a full range of every-
thing from West Coast style
and hazy IPAs to English
ales, lagers, wild-fermented
ales, and even barrel aged
strong ales. The production
facility and taproom are sit-
uated in a restored 1800s
hop house, an homage to
the legacy of hop production
in Schoharie County. The
brewery also resides and is
in partnership with Hop
House Farm, which is pri-

marily a beekeeping farm
that supplies honey and fruit
for some of the brews in-
cluding special bottle con-
ditioned beers that utilize
wild yeast and bacteria for
unique characteristics and
flavors. 

The Brewery of the Year
Award is given to the brew-
ery that earns the highest
number of points in the
competition. Points are de-
termined by the number of
medals won. The points sys-
tem offers three points for
gold, two points for silver
and one point for bronze.
Wayward Lane took home
the gold for both their Hazy
Pale Ale, Cultivar: Motueka
and their English Style
Wheatwine conditioned on
amburana, Xylem. They also
won silver medals for their
Hazy Double IPA, Cloud
Generator, and their Cold

IPA, Prizm. 
Wayward Lane Brewing

is owned and operated by a

group of friends who love
beer, farming, and the com-
munity it creates. The brew-
ery is committed to crafting
high-quality beers that cap-
ture the essence of the land
using locally sourced ingre-
dients, many of which are
produced on the farm. The
awards speak to the quality
of their beers, but the brew-
ery has also become a place
of community. Hosting reg-
ular events like their most
recent winter Luau party,
frequent live music, weekend
yoga classes, tap takeovers
and collaborations with
breweries from all over;
Wayward Lane Brewing has
gone beyond being just a
brewery. They are especially
excited to usher in the sum-
mer event schedule, which
can be found on their web-
site www.waywardlanebrew-
ing.com 

“We are proud to repre-
sent Schoharie, and it has
always been our ambition
to share the beauty of this
area with people from all
over. Upstate New York is
full of opportunity, has a
wealth of resources, and
everyone I bring here falls

in love with it immediately.
This win is a chance to shine
a spotlight on our commu-
nity that prides itself in its
rich history and agricultural
heritage. People here think
creatively and support each

other to make those agri-
cultural roots work in the
modern world,” commented
Co-Owner Andrew Rowles. 

As an extension of this
commitment to agricultural
community and tourism,
Wayward Lane Brewing will
be kicking off its second
year hosting Market in the
Meadow, a Farmers Market
held in the “Bier Meadow”
at the brewery. Starting Sun-
day, May 7th, it will be held
on the first Sunday of the
month 

from May - October, 12 -
4pm. The event features a
variety of local vendors fea-
turing a variety of craft and
artisan goods, live music,
food, and of course, beer. If
you are interested in learning
more about attending the
Market in the Meadow or
are interested in becoming
a vendor, contact Andrew
Rowles at info@wayward-
lanebrewing.com, or visit
their website for more de-
tails. 

SCS Honors Top Students

SCHOHARIE -
Schoharie Central School
inducted 22 students into
its National Junior Honor
Society and 19 students
into its National Honor
Society in a joint celebra-
tion in the high school
auditorium Tuesday
evening.

Inducted into the Na-
tional Junior Honor Soci-
ety were: Bryson Beck,
Caroline Borst, Adeline
Borthwick, Kaycee De-
Jong, Faith Emel, Noah
Florussen, Skylar Griffon,
Sara Harrington, Michael

Haverly, Madia Hofmann,
Jane Koller, Kylie Liddle,
Olive Maland, Adam Mc-
Dermott-Dickson, Carley
McHugh, Allison Okyay,
Sophia Rehberg, Emma
Robert, Stella Rockwell,
Greta Schweigard, Madi-
son Spencer, and Alexan-
dra Sullivan.

Inducted into the Na-
tional Honor Society were:
Braeden Beck, Daniel
Cater, Haley Drinon, Hai-
ley Funk, Joshua Guasp,
Tori Harrington, Sean
Koller, Edward Kruzinzki,
Zoey Lints, Johanna

Luhrman, Andrew Martin,
Teyah Mason, Tyler Ma-
son, Hope Morgenstein,
Molly Repicky, Jacob
Ringuette, Yarielis Rivera,
Sophia Styles, and Austin
Warner.

It was the 39th annual
ceremony for the SCS
Junior Honor Society and
the 82 annual ceremony
for the SCS Honor Soci-
ety.

Schoharie County 
Historical Society Spring
Meeting Set for April 23
SCHOHARIE - The An-

nual Schoharie County His-
torical Society Spring
Membership Meeting will
be held on Sunday, April
23 at Chieftans Restaurant

and Bar, located at 584 E
Main Street, in Cobleskill,
NY.

The doors will open at
12:30 p.m. with the busi-
ness meeting scheduled to
begin at 1 p.m. Attendees
will learn about the
progress of the building
project currently underway,
receive and update on ar-
tifact collections, and hear
reports on the programs,
activities, and initiatives
taking place across the Old
Stone Fort Museum Com-
plex. 

Light refreshments will
be served during the busi-
ness meeting and Chieftans
will be open for a late lunch
or early dinner following
the meeting.

More information about
the society, membership,
and volunteer opportunities
is available by calling (518)
295-7192 or by visiting
TheOldStoneFort.org.

Open Mic Night at
Gallupville House
The Gallupville House Association

invites
musicians & performers of all ages
for a family-friendly Open Mic

event.
Emceed by Dick Sherman
& backed by Tom White
Slot sign-ups open at 2:30 PM
Refreshments will be available by

donation
Open to all ages, and all stages!
April 16th and May 21 starting at

3pm at 913 NY State Route 443.

Photo by David Avitabile
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Contact NY Patriot Group:
Partners: Shane Foland 

Robert Chase 
Services on Pellet and
Corn Stoves 
Available 24/7/365

Wheelchair & stretcher transports
Medicaid approved NY DOT # 32940

Circle of Life
Ambulette Services
607 538-1734

SERVING DELAWARE, OTSEGO, SCHOHARIE & HERKIMER COUNTIES

255 Maple Ave                                Fax/Billing 607 538-9681
Hobart NY 13788        circleoflife@stny.rr.com

If in town, visit the Duanesburgh Diner

Call For Hours Take out/out-
door & indoor

dining 

Call or email me for all
your advertising needs!

Lora Newell
Advertising Specialist at the 

Mountain Eagle
lora.mountaineagle@

gmail.com
518-519-0671

Evenerable Group, Ltd. 
PO Box 910 
Middleburgh, NY 12122 

888.2.TAME.TECH 
888.282.6383 
http://www.evenerable.com 

W. Cody Anderson 
Principal 
cody.anderson@evenerable.com 

Network and technology 
support for businesses 

Poultry and Feed
We sell day old broilers, ducks,

guineas, etc.
All feed is in 50 lb bags

Call for appointment to pick up
Layer pellets with Marigold,

$13.50
22% broiler, grower, $14.25
Sweet Sheep/Goat, $14.50

Rabbit Pellets, $14.50
Pig Grower Pellets, $15.00

Cooper's Ark Farm
518 231 3858

DISABLED VET living in
Stamford is looking for

home health aid. Flexible
hours and days. Please
call (607) 652-2449. 518-827-6464 cell 518-496-8636

Eight Longtime MCS Employees Retiring
By David Avitabile

MIDDLEBURGH - Eight
long-time Middleburgh Cen-
tral School employees will
be retiring at the end of the
school year.

School board members
accepted the retirement res-
ignation of the following
teachers, teacher aides, and
other staff:

* Roxann Collins, ele-
mentary school teacher.

* Eileen Rodman, ele-
mentary school.

* Ross Pacatte, secondary
school math teacher and
coach.

* Richard Thaxter III, sec-
ondary school math teacher
and coach.

* Shari Sauter, elementary
school speech pathologist.

* Jeanne Sheehan, sec-
ondary school teaching as-
sistant.

Teachers Wes Laraway,
high school social studies

teacher, and Darcy Laraway
junior high school teacher
will also be retiring at the
end of the school year.

The retirements take ef-
fect on June 30 and board
members approved the re-
tirement resignations with
regret and best wishes.

The mass retirements
caused a decrease in school
district salaries for the up-
coming 2023-24 prelimi-
nary budget.

In other personnel moves,
board members:

* Accepted the resigna-
tion of elementary school
teaching aide Bernadette
Kloczko effective March 10
with regret and best wish-
es.

* Added the following
people to the support staff
substitutes: Deborah Clifford
and Heather Lounsbury.

* Appointed Amber
Shultes as an office and

keyboard worker, effective
March 13. She was also
granted an unpaid leave of
absence from her position
as a teaching assistant from
March 13 to June 30.

* Appointed Nicole
Costello as a teaching as-
sistant effective March 27
and granted her an unpaid
leave of absence from her
position as a school bus
driver from March 27 to
June 30.

* Appointed Amanda
Guettler as a behavioral
support specialist, effective
February 11.

* Named the following
long-term volunteers:
Melanie Williams, elemen-
tary school, Rob Randaisi,
modified track and field,
and Eric Hamm, varsity ten-
nis.

* Appointed Katelynne
Schuttig to a four-year pro-
bationary appointment as
a secondary school social
studies teacher starting Sep-
tember 1.

* Appointed Mark Hitt
to a four-year probationary
appointment as a secondary
school science teacher ef-
fective September 1.

* Named Courtney Paser
as head coach for varsity
boys' track for the spring
sports season.

Blenheim Still Pursuing
Abandonment

By Joshua Walther
BLENHEIM -

Blenheim’s Town Board
came together last
Wednesday evening to dis-
cuss continuing the aban-
donment process of lower
Miller Road.

Last month, it was de-
cided among the Board
members that they should
abandon the lower section
of Miller Road, relinquish-
ing ownership and main-
tenance of it. 

This development came
after pressure from a local
resident, who had been
urging the Board to con-
sider it over the course of
several months.

In that same meeting,
members also requested
additional information
from that resident and
their attorneys. However,
Supervisor Don Airey not-
ed that the request for
more information has not
been fulfilled yet.

Supervisor Airey also
stated that, according to
the DEC, they must aban-
don the road under a cer-

tain legal precedent. Mean-
while, the resident’s attor-
neys disagree. 

Instead of getting the
Town directly involved, Su-
pervisor Airey directed that
the DEC and the resident’s
attorneys communicate di-
rectly to come to an agree-
ment on how the aban-
donment should occur.

Despite this, the Board
noted that nothing has
changed in the process.
“We’re still moving forward
with it,” said Supervisor
Airey.

In other news, the Board
considered a motion from
the highway department
to rent a ditch excavator
for one month. 

After some discussion
among the other members,

the highway superinten-
dent noted that this is a
different machine than the
one rented last month,
which was a tractor for
cutting back brush. This
would primarily be used
for ditching and moving
earth.

Once all of their ques-
tions had been asked, the
Board did not hesitate in
approving a motion to al-
locate the necessary
amount of funds for the
rental.

Finally, the Board has
decided to move money
into NYCLASS, an invest-
ment pool for local gov-
ernments. The interest re-
turn is higher than other
options, making it an easy
choice for passive yields.
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ELI LANE’S LIFE
STUDIO MINIMALE

Pep rallies, led by the late Bonnie Blader, helped
put the town of Lexington on the broadband map,

drawing necessary grant assistance and State
funding to get the job accomplished.

Bonnie’s Trails will be hosting an Inaugural Run and Hike on April 16,
from 10 to 11:30 p.m, named in honor of the late Bonnie Blader.

By Michael Ryan
LEXINGTON - She will

forever possess a pio-
neering spirit so it is per-
fectly sensible for Bon-
nie’s Trails to have taken
her name, out in some
of the higher areas in the
town of Lexington.

Bonnie Blader, in her
suddenly-cut-short life,
was a community-orient-
ed trailblazer in multiple
ways, seemingly able to
be simultaneously every-
where and being there
ebulliently.

Blader used to help
keep clear the woodsy
walkways traversed by
founding members of
what became the Lexing-
ton Hiking Club, hiking
on deer paths, old log-
ging roads and farm
roads.

All those mountainous
byways will henceforth
be Bonnie’s Trails, where
a celebratory “Inaugural
Run and Hike” is taking
place on Sunday, April
16, from 10 to 11:30
a.m., located in West Kill
on the map.

Blader was and still is
“a beloved local commu-
nity activist,” says Ben-
nett Wine, a close friend
of hers and member of
the Lexington town
board.

“When Bonnie was still
alive, she and her hus-
band Steve helped main-
tain the trails after we
got permission to access
the lands from the [New
York City] Department
of Environmental Protec-
tion,” says Wine.

Blader was most well-
known, though, for her
perseverance and per-
sistence in bringing 21st
Century broadband ca-
pability to this rural and
remote region which was
stuck in the technologi-
cally distant past.

She and Wine, as well
as others, were involved
in the grassroots forma-
tion of an advocacy group
for broadband, with Blad-
er becoming the voice
and face of the effort,
taking it to entertaining
and effective levels.

Lexington was compet-
ing with other under-
served locales for grants
and government funding
to finance broadband de-
velopment. 

“We went to the State

Senate and Assembly to
lobby but Bonnie was
definitely the one pound-
ing the drum,” Wine says.

“She was very good at
coming up with viral
videos to get the attention
of the politicians. She
would also compose
songs,” Wine says, in-
cluding a lyrical
makeover of the classic
song “Second Hand
Rose.”

Blader altered the
words to fit Lexington’s
situation and the frus-
trating sense of many
residents that they
weren’t being treated

equally.
It was tongue-in-cheek

but did what it was in-
tending to do, and Lex-
ington, working with
Margaretville Telephone
Company and holding
creatively unprecedented
broadband pep rallies,
led by Blader, got ‘er
done.

Blader was similarly
passionate about the bur-
geoning Lexington
Farmer’s Market which
has grown to a be a sum-
mer and fall destination.

Bonnie’s Trails, with a
little overlap, are between
3 and 4 miles of foot

paths which afford beau-
tiful views of Spruceton
Valley.

They cross meadows
and meander through
new growth and pine
forests, accessible for
cross country skiing,
snowshoeing, hiking and
running.

Bonnie’s Trails, recent-
ly completed and marked,
start across the street
from 745 South Beech
Ridge Road and are on
relatively even ground.

Travelers pass by and

through sunny meadows,
streams, marshy fields,
unfettered pine forests
and rocky zones, all part
of the Catskills.

“We will hand out cook-
ies, bananas, water and
trail maps that morning,”
says Wine, noting the
trailhead is across from
Royal Acres.

“Once the run/hike is
complete, everyone will
be encouraged to go to
the Lexington Commu-
nity Hall for the annual
delicious Maple Brunch

which is open from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m,” Wine
says.

A kiosk is being pre-
pared and a dedication
ceremony will be held on
October 14, says Wine,
calling the death of Blad-
er “a big loss.”

Bonnie’s Trails are a
joint project of the De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Protection, the town
of Lexington, Greene
County Soil and Water
Conservation and the
Lexington Hiking Club.

The Opioid Epidemic, Part 3:
Budget Battlelines Being Drawn

By Robert Brune
CATSKILLS REGION —

Over the past couple of
months, there’s been an
increased urgency to ad-
dress the estimated 109,000
opioid fatalities for this past
year of 2022. In her State
of the State address on Jan-
uary 3rd, Governor Hochul
announced that New York
State will be making a, ‘…
historic shift in policy’ re-
turning to the approach of
inpatient treatment dedi-
cated to mental health and
substance use disorders
(SUD). 

Jennifer Donadio, the ex-
ecutive director of Friends
of Recovery New York, has
to say this about the gov-
ernor’s announcement, “We
would love for recovery
mentioned more frequently.
We often hear recovery

group in with treatment,
but we really see a definitive
line between treatment, re-
covery, prevention, and
harm reduction.”.  When
asked if she could expand
on what she means by there
being a definitive line, she
said, “Specifically, when it
comes to funding. Treat-
ment is what happens in a
facility and recovery is
everything after, so having
community-based re-
sources, having services
that help maintain their re-
covery or find recovery
without the treatment
process. A fair number of
people find recovery with-
out ever stepping into a
treatment facility.” 

If you haven’t read the
previous two installments
of this series, Attorney Gen-
eral Leticia James had se-
cured an estimated $2 bil-
lion from settlements with
opioid pharmaceutical com-
panies that is currently held
up in the State Senate Al-
cohol and Drug Abuse com-
mittee.  About a month

ago, it was announced that
$7.5 million would be
drawn from that fund and
put towards existing harm
reduction programs. State
Senator Oberacker’s office
says that the newly released
funds will need to go
through an application
process with the Office of
Addiction Services and Sup-
ports (OASAS is a branch
of the federal agency
SAMHSA). OASAS is now
showing that they’re mak-
ing $8.6 million available
for opioid programs. This
first allotment is not the
innovative historic shift that
Gov. Hochul mentioned,
rather it appears to be more
of the same approach that
doesn’t seem to be entirely
successful at bringing down
that numbers of fatalities. 

Upon speaking with the
OASAS Commissioner Chi-
nazo Cunningham, who is
the gatekeeper of the $2
billion fund and possibly
an extra $1 billion from
the state’s excess funds, as
announced by Gov. Hochul,

we discussed the possible
solutions. Commissioner
Cunningham expressed a
need for facilities patterned
after the Dutchess County
Crisis Stabilization Center
by saying, “I’d like to see a
Stabilization Center in every
county in New York within
months, not years.”.  This
might take a while due to
the latest bill from the State
Senate Alcohol and Drug
Abuse committee initiating
a task force to seek solu-
tions, this past week.  The
chair of the committee Sen.
Fernandez has failed to re-
spond to email and voice-
mail requests for com-
ments. 

To complicate matters,
President Biden had a short
comment about the opioid
epidemic by baiting the Re-
publicans with this, “Fen-
tanyl has claimed 70,000
lives this past year.” In his
State of the Union address.
This triggered a loud protest
of yelling, likely because
downplaying the numbers
of deaths to a subset of the

opioid epidemic, under-
counting it by 39,000 is
both cynical and irrespon-
sible. The next morning on
the MSNBC Morning Joe
show, pundits praised Pres-
ident Biden after airing a
montage of baiting incidents
including the fentanyl ref-
erence.  Rep. Marc Molinaro
had this response to Presi-
dent Biden’s comment on
the opioid epidemic. “This
is not a new phenomenon.
There is a long history of
leaders in our country
downplaying the opioid epi-
demic because it’s incon-
venient and a tough fight
to have. The reality is, fen-
tanyl continues to pour into
our rural communities and
we still have inadequate
treatment options for those
who need it. People need
our help and we must work
in a bipartisan manner to
deliver solutions.”

The latest developing
concern on the budget as
pointed out by both Rep.

Story continued on C2

Blader Memorialized 
With Bonnie’s Trails
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Local Worship Services
Resurrection Lutheran

Church
186 Main Street, Cairo,

NY 12413
(518) 622-3286 /

www.RLC.life
Online Worship (after

8:15am)
Inside Worship (8:15am,

9:15am & 10:30am)
Sunday School & Bible

Study (9:15am)
Barnerville United
Methodist Church

224 Shady Tree Lane
Howes Cave
Sunday at 8:30 AM

Greek Orthodox
Church of the 
Assumption

State Rte 23     Windham,
New York 12496

(518) 734-4631           as-
sumptionwindham@gmail.c
om

Hope Restoration
Christian Fellowship
117 State Route 296,

Windham
518-734-3826
www.hoperes tora -

tionchurch.net
Sundays 11:00 AM
Find us on Facebook
Tent Services begin June

26th
Living Faith Community

Church
54 Route 56, Maplecrest,

NY
518-734-4275
Sundays at 10:30 am
Find us on Facebook
Jewett Presbyterian

Church
53 Church Street, Jewett,

NY
518-424-2919
Sundays 10:00 AM
Find us on Facebook

Mitchell Hollow 
Mission Church

893 Mill Street, Windham,
NY

518-332-7669
Sundays at 11:15 AM
www.Mitchellhollow.org

Windham-Hensonville
United Methodist

Church
5296 Route 23, Windham,

NY
518-734-4122
Sundays 11:00 AM
Find us on Facebook

St. Theresa of the Child
Jesus Catholic Church
5188 Route 23, Wind-

ham
518-734-3352
www.Sainttheresas.wee-

bly.com
Lexington / West Kill

United Methodist
Church

54 Greene County Route
13A

Lexington NY 12452
AM Church Service 9:00

Sunday morning
Discover Life Church 
14464 Main Street
Prattsville, NY  12468
518-299-3321
Website: https://prattsvil-

lechurch.com
Sunday School for Pre-K

through adult from 9-10
am 

Worship Service 10:30
am till about 12 noon

Prattsville Reformed
Church

14630 Main Street,
Prattsville, NY  12468

Phone: (607) 326-7101
Sunday Worship 11am.

Rev. Richard Dykstra

SGT. JAMES F. CARTY, D.S.C. 

VFW POST 1545 – WINDHAM, NY WEEKLY UPDATE

It seems that spring is
ever so slowly working its
way to Windham. Not a mo-
ment too soon for me. I
miss sitting on the porch
getting some warmth from
the sun, getting my golf
clubs ready to hit some balls
into the woods and let my
oil boiler rest a bit.

As it gets warmer, I will
likely start complaining that
the grass is growing faster
than I can mow it and look-

ing for some shade to sit in
to get out of the heat. That’s
inevitable but bring it on. 

Last week in my column
I touched on a subject that I
would like to expand on…
why I am upset. The US
Government is trying to
save money in the upcoming
budget.

They are trying save mon-
ey by proposing to stop and
deny disability benefits for
veterans. To break this down,
our fantastic economic ge-
niuses think taking away
service-connected disability
funds that veterans receive
is a good idea.

Picture this: a veteran is
already collecting because
he or she is disabled. It’s
like pushing an old lady in a
wheelchair down the stairs.

How can you deny bene-
fits for injuries suffered while
serving our country. The
most you can receive is
$3,330.00 a month.

So if you lost a limb, hear-
ing, PTSD or cancer after
being sent overseas; you no
longer get any service con-
nected compensation. 

So the administration says
that if a veteran’s household
makes more than
$150,000 (before taxes) you
do not need your disability
money that you have been
receiving.

This total includes the en-
tire household earnings in-
cluding wife or anyone living
in your household. This serv-
ice-connected compensation
is not an award. No, it is
due to you because you paid
for it with the disability you

came home with from serv-
ing your country.

Picture this - a wife is a
RN and works overtime and
grosses $100,000, you go
out and get a job, say, as a
Walmart greeter and gross
$40,000 dollars and your
two kids work part time and
gross $15,000.

You lose your disability
money. You are penalized
for making your life better.
So, serving your country
costs you to be disabled, ill
or unable to work. The ad-
ministration thinks taking
our country’s veterans serv-
ice-connected compensation
is the best way to cut the
deficit. 

If you agree that this is
wrong,  please write to your
Senator and Congress per-
son and let them know they
should consider another way
to cut the fat out of the
budget.

The Veterans organiza-
tions work tirelessly for ben-
efits to enable Veterans with
ongoing disabilities and ill-
nesses to live a productive
life after their service to our
country. 

This week I would like to
highlight another member
of post 1545, Joseph
D’ Acunto. Joe served in
the US Army and the United
States Marines in Vietnam.
As I have said before, Once
a Marine Always a Marine.

Joe is our present Sr. Vice
Commander. Joe has a vision
disability but still manages
to be a big part of our post.

He comes to help when-
ever he’s available even with
his disability. We salute his
service to our country and
the Post. 

Marc Farmilette – Quar-
termaster VFW Post 1545

Subscribe to
the

Mountain
Eagle!

(518) 763-
6854

Obituaries
Clara Louise Lanahan 

Clara passed away
peacefully at the age of
79, on December 8, 2022,
in Ocala, Florida. Clara
was born on June 8, 1943,
in West Kill, New York, to
the late Gilbert and
Dorothy Persons and  was
preceded in death by her
brother Marwood L Sim-

mons and her husband of
11 years Gerald  Hubbard
and her first husband of
28 years Charles Lanahan
and nephew Theodore
Williams,  Jr. She is sur-
vived by her nephew and
nieces, David Williams,
Tonya Rene Donkel and
Melinda  Simmons. Her
grand-nephews: Matthew
Williams and Danny Donkel
and grandniece Brandy
Donkel and three great-
grand nephews, Jackson
Parr-Donkel, Hunter
Williams and Colton
Williams. 

Clara attended Albany
Business College and
School of Business Admin-
istration and graduated  in
1961 with a business de-
gree. She started her career

as a telephone operator
with what was  then the
NY Telephone company
which is now known as
Verizon. She worked for
Verizon until  she retired
in 1990 after 29 years.  

After her retirement she
enjoyed traveling through-
out the United States. In
2000 she started  managing
the Orange Blossom Opry
located in Weirsdale, FL
and operated it until 2018. 

A private service will be
held on Saturday, May 6,
2023 

In leu of flowers dona-
tions can be made to the
various veteran’s associa-
t i o n s .
https://support.wounded-
warriorproject.org 

https://www.vfw.org

Richard P. Hughes

Richard P. Hughes
(known to many as Dick),
81, passed away suddenly,
but peacefully on, Sunday,
March 26th, 2023. He
was born in NJ in 1941
to Richard and Ruth
Hughes and lived in Leo-
nia for many years. He
was predeceased by his
son Dion; a sister; his
step-mother; a sister-in-

law, and two brothers-in-
law.

Dick was in the US
Army Corps of Engineers
from 1966 – 1972. Pla-
toon Leader, Company
Commander, Staff Engi-
neer (Vietnam / Thailand
/ Germany). He served in
Vietnam for one year and
rose to the rank of Cap-
tain.

For 25 years, he owned
/ operated a H.V.A.C. firm
in northern NJ. Dick and
his wife Gill were married
in 1996 and moved to
Windham in 1998. He
found employment at
Windham Mountain,
where he was happy for
21 years. He retired but
carried on as a ranger at
Windham Golf Course
which was one of the
many sports he loved. He

loved to ski and taught
lessons for many years.
He loved all sports and
was an avid reader.

In Windham village he
had been a fire commis-
sioner for 5 years and an
active member of the
V.F.W. Post 1545. Dick
loved people of all ages,
he was sharp-witted and
fun to be with.

He is survived by his
wife Gillian Hughes, twin
brother Nick Hughes, 4
sisters-in-law, 1 brother-
in-law, cousins, many
nephews, nieces and great
nephews and nieces. He
will be missed by all.

Calling hours will be
held on Thursday, April
13, 2023 from 6-9pm at
Decker Funeral Home,
5312 Main Street, Wind-
ham, NY.

John Wilkens

John Frederick Wilkens
was born on June 08,
1932 in Brooklyn New
York. He was the first-
born son of William
Wilkens and Mary (Molly)
Sheriffs. William Wilkens
immigrated from Ger-
many and Molly Sheriffs
immigrated from Scot-
land. They had met in
New York City and mar-
ried. William and Molly
moved to Red Falls, New
York with their 3 sons
John, Ronny and Bobby.
William started a Pluming
business and John was
learning his father’s trade.

John was drafted into
the United States Army
in October, 1952. He was
Honorably discharged Au-
gust 1954. He was a
Medic and promoted to
Sargent during his tour
of duty in Korea. John
was part of Mobile Army
Surgical Hospital
(MASH), and accordingly
loved the TV series
MASH. After he was dis-
charged, he met Margaret
(Peggy) Helen Becker, fell
in love and they married
September 25th, 1955.
John and Peggy brought
three daughters in to this
world: Peggy Ann, Johan-
na Lynne, and Karen
Marie.

John made many ac-
complishments during his
lifetime. John dropped
out of school in the
Eighth Grade to help his
family financially, but
gained his GED in 1954.
He was inducted into the
Masons the same year
John and Peggy were an
integral and influential

part of forming the
Prattsville Rescue Squad.
John earned his Emer-
gency Medical Technician
(EMT) certification, and
provided medical aid to
the town and surrounding
area. He attended a Law
Certification class in Al-
bany Law School, served
as a Town Justice of the
Peace. John and his
brother Ronny, formed a
Construction business.
They built many houses
in and around Prattsville
that are still standing to-
day. John was in the Army
National Guard.

John and Peggy moved
to Ocala, Florida, built
their house in 1997, and
lived there together until
April, 2022.  John is sur-
vived by his three daugh-
ters. His beloved wife
Peggy passed away in
June of 2022.

A graveside service
will be held on Tuesday,
April 25, 2023 at 2PM at
Fairlawn Cemetery,
Prattsville, NY.

Opioid Epidemic, Continued from C1
Marc Molinaro and Nick
Langworthy (NY-23) is Gov-
ernor Hochul’s 2024 state
budget proposal which
takes from the Federal Med-
ical Assistance Percentage
(eFMAP) funds from local
governments and that vul-
nerable New Yorkers rely
on. Congress delivers fed-
eral funds directly to states
to cover a share of their
Medicaid programs. These
funds are known as eFMAP,
are intended to be shared
with counties. The Gover-
nor absorbs eFMAP funds
into the state putting coun-
ty-administered Medicaid
services on the chopping
block, according to Moli-
naro and Longworthy. 

According to the New
York Association of Coun-
ties are due to lose this
amount in the coming year:

Broome: $4.9 million
Chenango: $1.2 million
Columbia: $1.4 million
Cortland $1.3 million
Delaware $1.1 million
Greene $1.2 million
Otsego $1.3 million
Sullivan $2.6 million

If this effort by the Gov-
ernor is allowed to move
forward, it would have dev-
astating consequences for
anyone hoping to put their
lives back together.  “The
governor’s proposal to elim-
inate enhanced federal Med-
icaid payments to our local
governments is unaccept-
able.  This is nothing more
than a hidden tax that the
governor is attempting to
unleash on local property
owners.  As a former county
representative, I fully un-
derstand how Albany
schemes like this affect
local budgets and will be
fighting against this pro-
posal.  Questions regarding
eFMAP fund payments will
certainly be asked during
the health portion of our
legislative budget hearings,”
said Senator Peter Ober-
acker.  

In an effort to conclude
this segment on a positive
note, a quote from a recent
interview with the DCS of
the Dutchess County Crisis
Stabilization Center Jean-
Marie Niebuhr on what

makes her facility stand
out as a beacon of hope,
“It’s important to have serv-
ices at all the different lev-
els; prevention, treatment,
and recovery. Treatment is
really important, early iden-
tification is really important,
and then recovery supports
are really important. So,
after an individual has

struggled with mental illness
and substance use disorder,
none is more important
than the other. You really
need to have a full system.
You have to be able to pre-
vent the problem from hap-
pening. All those different
items have to be addressed
when you’re developing a
comprehensive system.”   
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Out Lexington Way
By Christine Dwon
Jeanette Becker was the

guest of honor at her sur-
prise 90th birthday party
April 1.  Family planned
this surprise for Jeanette
that was held at the Lex-
ington/West Kill UMC Fel-
lowship Hall.   There were
lots of friends and family
there to wish this special
lady a very happy birthday.
Of course there was deli-
cious food and a beautiful
birthday cake.  Happy 90th
birthday, Jeanette!

Good Friday, April 7 is
the last Fish Fry Dinner
sponsored by the Hen-
sonville Hose Company
from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.  Din-
ners are $15 and you can
choose fried fish, fried
clam strips or chicken ten-
ders, french fries or baked
potato, coleslaw, dinner
roll and brownie.  Please
call 518-734-3040 to pre-
order.

The Easter Bunny will
be at Young’s Ace Hard-
ware and Feed in
Prattsville, Saturday, April.
8 at 11 a.m.  Everyone is
welcome to join the fun.
There will be treats, Easter
eggs, refreshments, no
charge, rain or shine.
Sponsored by the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Unit
1327 and its many friends
and supporters.

Here are Holy Week
worship services:

Good Friday, April 7
service 6:30 p.m in the
Ashland UMC.

Easter Sunday Sunrise
Service, April 9, 6:30 a.m.
in the Lexington Cemetery
followed by a breakfast in
Fellowship Hall in the Lex-
ington/West Kill UMC, Lex-
ington. Worship at 9 a.m.

Kaaterskill UMC Easter
Sunday Sunrise Service
will be held at Twilight
Park Bridge.

Easter Sunday Worship
Services:  Lexington/West
Kill UMC in Lexington, 9
a.m.; Ashland UMC, 9 a.m.;
Windham-Hensonville
UMC, 11 a.m.; Kaaterskill,
East Jewett, 10:30 a.m.

Birthday greetings to Di-
ane Strausser on Friday,
April 7.

April 7 is also Carisa
Benjamin’s birthday.

Elizabeth Dymond cel-
ebrates her birthday on
Sunday, April 9.

Monday, April 10 is Jan-
ice Mellott’s birthday.

Joan Mead also cele-
brates her birthday on April
10.

Tuesday, April 11 is Sam-
mie (Simpfenderfer)
Clark’s birthday.

Best wishes to every-
one.

The Greene County De-
partment of Human Serv-
ices Senior Nutrition Pro-
gram menu for the week
of April 10 – April 14 is as
follows:  Monday—Maca-
roni and cheese, three-
bean salad, stewed toma-
toes, fruit cocktail; Tues-
day—Chicken Divan, Tus-
can vegetables, white rice,
pears; Wednesday—Beef
stew, potatoes, broccoli,
chocolate mousse with
whipped topping; Thurs-
day—Vegetable lasagna
with red sauce, tossed sal-
ad, Italian mixed vegeta-
bles, peach crisp; Friday—
Meatball sub, Monaco veg-
etable mix, potato salad,
fresh fruit.  The meal will
be the meal that is deliv-
ered to all Greene County
homebound meal clients.
All persons over the age
of 60 can receive a meal.
Meals served at noon and
suggested donation for
each meal is $4.  Those
wishing to receive a meal
are required to call the re-
spective location by noon,
a day in advance.  The
number to call for the Sen-
ior Nutrition site at the
Jewett Municipal Building,

Route 23C, Jewett is 518-
263-4392.

Tuesday, April 11, 7 p.m.
is the meeting of the Ladies
Auxiliary of the Town of
Lexington Fire Co. in the
Firemen’s Room.

Lexington/West Kill UMC
Administrative Council will
meet Wednesday, April 12
at 6 p.m. in the church
hall.

Come see SHREK the
Musical presented by
Hunter-Tannersville The-
ater Department, on Thurs-
day, April 13 at 6:30 p.m.;
Friday, April 14 at 6:30
p.m. and Sunday, April 16
at 2 p.m. at the HTC Mid-
dle/High School, Main
Street, Tannersville.  Ad-
mission is $10, no reserved
seating and no pre-sales.
Door opens 30 minutes
prior to showtime.  Contact
htctheater@htcschools.org
or call 518-589-5400 ext.
6206 if you have ques-
tions.

The annual West Kill/Lex-
ington Community Im-
provement Association’s
Maple Brunch is coming
to the Community Hall in
West Kill Sunday, April 16
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
$12 per person, under 5
are free.  

The annual Patriots’ Day
Celebration for the Town
of Lexington will be Sat-
urday, April 22 at 1 p.m.
in the Community Hall in
West Kill.  We will be hon-
oring our Town of Lexing-
ton employees and volun-
teers.  Light refreshments
will be served.  

Prattsville Hose Compa-
ny is holding a Roast Pork
Dinner, 47 Firehouse Drive,
on Saturday, April 22 from
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.  Adult din-
ners $15; children 6-12,
$7.50; under 5 are free.

The next Potluck Dinner
Church will be held at the
Lexington/West Kill UMC
Fellowship Hall on Friday,
April 28 at 6 p.m.

On Sunday, April 30

there will be a combined
worship service with the
Mountain Top Parish
churches at the Windham-
Hensonville UMC, Main
Street, Windham at 10 a.m.
All welcome.

Greene County Legisla-
ture proclaims May as
Greene County Older
Americans Month when it
expresses appreciation for
the commitment and valu-
able service of outstanding
senior citizens throughout
Greene County.  Two ded-
icated individuals are cho-
sen by the Advisory Coun-
cil to the Greene County
Department for the Aging
(Human Services) to re-
ceive special recognition
from Greene County Leg-
islature in categories of
Senior Citizen of the Year
and Outstanding Contri-
bution by a Senior Citizen.
These two county winners
will also be submitted to
NYS for special recogni-
tion.

Patricia Elsbree of
Greenville has been hon-
ored as the 2023 Senior
Citizen of the Year and
Robert Knighton of New
Baltimore will receive the
Outstanding Contribution
by a Senior Citizen Award.
John Pulice of Athens will
receive Merit Recognition.
In May, these outstanding
seniors will be recognized
at the Greene County Leg-
islature meeting.  Later
this year they will be rec-
ognized by NYS at a special
ceremony as part of the
2023 Older New Yorkers
Day celebration in Albany.

Prayers for all who are
dealing with illnesses, heal-
ing, loss, difficulties, our
country, Ukraine, the
world.

Until next week take
care, be thankful, be cour-
teous, be respectful and
please be kind to one an-
other.  Your act of kindness
may change someone’s
life.

Ashland Speaks
take an inner tube and
go paddling down in the
creek all the way to the
bridge and then have to
walk back, but then we’d
do it all over again.  What
a great way to spend an
afternoon.  Back in the
day, all tires had an inner
tube inside.  If your tire
went flat, you took the
tube out, found the leak,
patched it and you were
good to go.  Everyone
had rubber cement and
tube patches.  Every kid
had their own tube (can
you still smell it?)  and
days were spent lazing
on them. 

In the winter, my boys
would go over to the
neighbors (now Tom
Lynch’s place), and use
the tube to slide down
the hill.  Truck tubes were
the best because they
were bigger and more
than one could ride at
once, and there were two
to carry it (or should I
say lug it) back up the
hill.  Oh, now you can
pay to go snow tubing,
but back then, all a kid
needed was a hill and a

tube or even a piece of
cardboard.

In the summer, my boys
would go to the Knefley
house, ride horses, swim
in the pond, and be kids.
Many days they would
gather their pennies and
walk to Ron’s Dairy Barn,
play games, have ice
cream and walk back
home.  I didn’t go with
them.  As long as I knew
where they were going,
it was fine.  No cell hone
to check up on them.
Mothers opened the door
and said “Shoo, Go out
and play.”  Impromptu
ball games in the back
yard, unplanned picnics
of bologna sandwiches
and Kool Ade by the
creek.  Just be home in
time to set the table for
supper.  Now the children
are not allowed out of
sight of the parents.  All
activities are choreo-
graphed and, more often
than not, revolve around
some sort of electronic
device.  I feel so sorry
for them, but for me,
Thanks for the memo-
ries.

By Lula Anderson
Happy Easter , Chag

Sameach, Happy
Passover to all .  Remem-
ber that the Easter Sea-
son is a time for renewal.
As we look around us,
we see the flowers com-
ing out of dormancy to
bring new growth for us.
The universal symbol of
the egg shows a hard,
rock like object cracks
open and a new baby
comes forth.  Open your
hearts and minds to the
joy of the Spring season. 

There are many break-
fasts both before and af-
ter many church services
this coming Sunday.  The
Ashland Community
UMC invites you to join
us at 9AM with full break-
fast following.  Thursday
night services will be at
Windham UMC with soup
and bread to represent
the Last Supper. 

Looking ahead to the
end of April, the Ashland
Fire Department is
proudly announcing their
excellent Roast Beef din-
ner on April 29.  Take
outs start at 4:30 with
sit down dinners at 5.
$15.00.  Hope to see you
all at the Ashland Fire
House!

There are still openings
for the WAJPL trip to
Williamsburg and Char-
lottesville.  It will be a 5
day – 4 night trip, from
September 11 – 15.
Package includes 4 nights
lodging, 4 breakfasts, buf-
fet lunch at Historic
Michie Tavern, 3 dinners
including Captain
George’s smorgasbord
and the Whaling compa-
ny.  2 day ticket to Colo-
nial Williamsburg with a
guided tour, self- guided
tour of Jamestown, tour
of Monticello, admission
to Berkeley Plantation.
Luggage handling, taxes
and gratuities included.
Call Mary Louise 518-
622-3397 for further in-
formation and to reserve.
With Mary Louise plan-
ning the trip, you can be
sure you will get the most
for your money as well
as a very enjoyable trip.

Happy Birthday wishes
to Ken Mabey, Ed Arm-
strong and Janette Beck-
et. 

Prayers and get well
wishes for Opal Tom Bris-
tol, Ellouise Cole, Janice
Maben and Joan
Rapleyea.

Condolences to the
family of Wayne Fisher
and Brenda Decker Rap-
pleyea.

AS I REMEMBER IT
Last week I was writing

when my 50+ year old
son asked what I was do-
ing.  I told him I was
writing I Remember ar-
ticle and he said, Do YOU
remember when we were
growing up?  We would

LLC Formation

Notice of Formation of Domestic Limited Li-
ability Company: Follow Through Landscap-

ing, filed on
May 3, 2022; 137 Souer Road, Stamford, NY
12167. SSNY shall mail copy of process to

the LLC at 137
Souer Road, Stamford, NY 12167. Any lawful

activity.
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Groundskeeper / Laborer Wanted

Landscaping, Pruning, Mowing
Tractors and Mowers • Experience Required

Prattsville/Lexington Area 
Reliable Transportation a Must

Speak to Sal (516) 220-1928 
or (516) 458-9113

The Prattsville Scoop
By Abby and Gabby
Prattsville – Happy

Easter to all. There’s
nothing like two Easter
Egg Hunts to satiate the
kiddies appetites and joy
of hunting for hidden
Easter Eggs. The Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Vir-
gil E. Deyo Unit 1327
Easter Egg Hunt and the
Prattsville Diner’s Easter
Egg Hunt and activities
on the Prattsville Town
Greene will begin at
Young’s Ace Hardware on
Saturday April 8 at 11
AM with a visit of the
Easter Bunny and will
continue on the Town
Greene as soon as that
hunt is concluded. Beth
Camna of the Prattsville
Diner and her associates
will oversee the continued
Easter Egg Hunt on the
Town Greene. Beth has
made arrangements for
a multitude of activities
and entertainment so be
sure to reserve time for
all of these. There will
be refreshments and chil-
dren can never have too
many Easter Eggs. Enjoy
the festivities. Double the
Egg Hunts, double the
fun, and double Easter
candy!

Our continued appre-
ciation to our doctors,
nurses, all medical pro-
fessionals, EMT’s, first
responders, Volunteer
Firemen, and essential
workers. Thank you, you
continue to watch over
us.

Sympathy to the family
of Brenda Rappleyea
(Mrs. Carl) on her recent
passing. Brenda is the
mother of our Town At-
torney Tal Rappleyea.
Prayers for all.

Feel better greetings to
fellow columnist Christine
Dwon of Out Lexington
Way fame. At a certain
age it doesn’t take much
to have us feeling under
the weather. Hi Chris.

Eight members, Mary
Cline, Marianne Krauss,
Cathy Martino, Pat Minew,
Nancy Orr, Nancy Kizy-
ma, Shelly Brainard and
Ginny Gurley, of the
American Legion Auxil-
iary Virgil E. Deyo Unit
1327 gathered at the Gur-
ley home on Friday af-
ternoon to stuff hundreds,
yes hundreds, of Easter
Eggs for the Easter Egg
Hunt at Young’s on Sat-
urday AM. The eggs ac-
commodated two candies
each and in addition to
those Lana Breigle had
also stuffed at least one
hundred eggs prior to the
meeting and dropped
them off. Once the eggs
were stuffed 1,000 Me-
morial Poppies for the
benefit of Veterans were
attached to a dozen cans
ready for distribution in
May 2023. May 26 is the
Official National Poppy
Day. Your support is ap-
preciated. Cookies, cook-
ies and more cookies
were enjoyed as well as
some liquid refreshments.

Everyone’s favorites, ie:
books, TV shows, pas-
times, etc. were also sub-
jects of conversations.

Welcome home Diana
and Arnold Jaeger from
30 days of downtime in
the sunnier climes. Of
course they had a won-
derful time eating local
dishes and enjoying the
company of family and
friends and just doing
nothing. Diana’s sister
Donna and Ron Gutierrez
helped the Jaegers spend
vacation time away from
upstate New York. Do
you remember the two
snow storms we had dur-
ing the month of March,
the Jaegers’ do not except
from a distance. Regard-
less, we welcome them
home and they have our
sympathy in catching up
on all the minutiae of
family responsibilities and
planning for all upcoming
events.

The Reformed Church
of Prattsville will hold its
Annual Bake Sale on Sat-
urday, April 8, 9 AM at
Jim’s Great American.
Now is the time to get
all your Easter dinner
desserts and other good-
ies to save you the time
and work of doing them
yourself. And the pro-
ceeds are for a good
cause.

Speaking of Jim’s Great
American that is indeed
the proverbial local coun-
try store. Yes, the Eisels
are there for all local or-
ganizations and to aid in
your grocery shopping
and to catch up on local
news. Good to see Jea-
nine Eisel – she is prettier
than husband Jim – and
she is just as ambitious.
Took the time to person-
ally check on the can re-
turn machine even
though it needed profes-
sional help. Thanks Jea-
nine.

There will be the an-
nual Maple Brunch spon-
sored by the West Kill
/Lexington Community
Improvement Association
at the West Kill Commu-
nity Center, 141 Spruce-
ton Road, on Sunday,
April 16, starting at 10
AM - 1 PM. It is $12 per
person, children under 5
free. Highly recommend
this Brunch, there is no
dish that isn’t delicious.
See you there.

Bob Hermance got to
celebrate his birthday re-
cently with his wife Car-
rie, sisters Nancy and
Bonnie and their hus-
bands and others. Bob’s
birthday cake was enor-
mous and looked very
delicious. Most impor-
tantly it was enjoyed by
all. Happy belated birth-
day Bob.

The American Legion
Auxiliary Virgil E. Deyo
Unit 1327 will meet on
Tuesday, April 11, 7 PM
at the Prattsville Town
Hall. Please attend to dis-
cuss the activities for
April and May. The Amer-

ican Legion Virgil E. Deyo
Post 1327 will meet on
Thursday, April 13, 7 PM
at the Prattsville Town
Hall for the monthly meet-
ing. Lots to discuss so
your attendance will be
appreciated.

Did you enjoy March
Madness, and did your

WORK AVAILABLE:  

Tree Nursery  
& Tree Planting 

JOBS  
Available in the  
Andes/Delhi area  

• Springtime tree planting 
• Maintenance of young trees 
• General nursery work

Call: 845 676-4364  
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm

$30  
PER HOUR

team win the champi-
onship? Hope your
teams, men’s and ladies’,
made it all the way. Ours
did - Yeah UConn!! And
did you take note of the
fact that one of UConn’s
starting five was Andre
Jackson Jr. of Amster-
dam, NY?

Hope you are also en-
joying “Land Girls” on
PBS. This is a time of

history taking place in
England during WWII.
Yes, it is a lesson in put-
ting your country before
yourself. The only thing
is there are many
episodes and only a finite
number will be shown on
our PBS Station, Channel
2, showing on Sunday af-
ternoons. Perhaps all the
episodes are available
from the Acorn catalog.

Happy Birthday to Bob
Gurley Jr. on April 8. On
April 11 we wish Crystal
Cornell and Gabriella Ra-
mundo Happy Birthday.
On April 13 it is Happy
Birthday to Ashleigh
Jaeger.

Please send your news,
birthdays, anniversaries,
etc. to
gurleyrv@gmail.com or
call 518-299-3219.   

LEGISLATURE STUFF

Blood on My Boots
By Michael Ryan

CATSKILL - They are a
reassuring and rescuing
voice in the dark of night
or light of day and content
to be invisibly present.

Greene County Legisla-
ture members, at a recent
meeting, designated April
9-15 as “Public Safety
Telecommunicators Week,”
gratefully joining the na-
tional movement to rec-
ognize the integral work
of 911 dispatchers.

Public Safety committee
chairman Thomas Hobart
(District 2, Coxsackie),
read a proclamation into
the record, stating, “emer-
gencies can occur at any
time that require police,
fire or emergency medical
services.

“When an emergency
occurs, the prompt re-
sponse of police officers,
firefighters and emergency
medical providers is critical
to the protection of life
and preservation of prop-
erty.

“The safety of our police
officers and firefighters is
dependent upon the quality
and accuracy of informa-
tion obtained from citizens
who telephone the Greene
County 911 Center

“Public Safety telecom-
municators are first and
most critical contact our
citizens have with emer-
gency services,” Hobart
read.

Dispatchers are “the sin-
gle vital link for our police
officers and firefighters and
emergency medical
providers by monitoring
their activities by radio,
providing them informa-
tion, and ensuring their
safety.

“Public Safety telecom-
municators of the Greene
County 911 Center have
contributed substantially
to the apprehension of
criminals, suppression of
fires and treatment of pa-
tients.

“Each dispatcher has ex-
hibited compassion, un-
derstanding and profes-
sionalism during the per-
formance of their job in
the past year.\

Greene County 911 Center systems administrator Neil Kellegher on duty in
the deeply emotional and highly technological world of telecommunicating.

“We recognize and honor
the men and women whose
diligence and profession-
alism keep our county and
citizens safe,” Hobart read.

National Public Safety
Telecommunicators Week
was started in 1981 by Pa-
tricia Anderson of the Con-
tra Costa County Sheriff’s
Office in California.

In 1994, President Bill
Clinton made it a nation-
wide event, honoring the
commitment, sacrifice and
service of the invaluable
unseen voices.

Greene County is served
in the 911 Center trenches
by systems administrator
Neil Kellegher and full-time
dispatchers Lisa VanHol-
steyn, Jessika Loucks, Don-
ald Quinlivan, Jeff Coyne
and Stephen Salluce Jr.

More compatriots are full-
timers Sydney Kohrs, John
Bondrew, Billy Pine, Barry
Rausch Jr., Wency Hernan-
dez and Tiffney Biagioni
along with part-timers Ted
Nugent, John Snyder, James
Chewens and per diem sen-
ior dispatcher Rich Fras-
co.

Emergency Service Cen-
ter director John Farrell
leads the way, unwillingly
mentioning himself but
more than willingly to talk
about the men and women
on that end of the line when
an emergency call comes
in

“First of all, this isn’t
about me,” Farrell said,
making that point crystal
clear and giving a tip-of-
the-cap to deputy director

Dan King.
“My concern is to rec-

ognize our dispatchers. We
can’t say enough about the
pressure they are under,
continuously, and their ded-
ication.

Farrell is one of those
guys who became a vol-
unteer firefighter pretty
much the moment he was
able to, having long been
ready, devoting the past
52 years of his life to emer-
gency services.

He understands that ef-
fectively being on the front
lines begins in the belly of
the 911 beast. “What our
dispatchers do for our cit-
izens in their time of need,
25 hours a day if necessary,
is incredible,” Farrell said.

Farrell is highly respect-
ed, becoming director after
rising through the ranks,
a knuckle-down approach
familiar to his trusty side-
kick. James DiPerna.

DiPerna is currently the
911 communications di-
rector, dutifully learning
the ropes over the past 14
years, similarly agreeing
to talk only if emphasis
was properly put on the
dispatchers.

His story, though, is their
story. “I’m a third genera-
tion volunteer firefighter,”
DiPerna says. “I was one
of those kids who grew up
listening to my dad’s pager,
wondering, ‘who are the
mythical voices on the oth-
er side of the radio?’

“This job of being a dis-
patcher isn’t just sitting at
the phone. No two days
are the same. It takes a

special kind of person to
do this job.

“We have an eclectic
group of people here. A lot
of the workforce today
doesn’t want to work nights
or weekends and holidays,”
DiPerna says.

“That’s not an option
here. People don’t call 911
because they are having a
good day. It could be the
worst day of their lives.

“We get 80,000 calls a
year and 38,000 of those
are what we call unique in-
cidents. We triage every
call that comes in here. In
a matter of ninety seconds
or less, we need to mitigate
the situation.

“Often, there is no gap
between severe calls,”
DiPerna says. “We may need
to keep a caller on the line,
even after we’ve sent help.

“If there is a cardiac ar-
rest, we are providing CPR
instructions for twenty min-
utes, waiting for the re-
sponder to get there.

“Fortunately, we are pret-
ty set with technology. We
have some of the best
equipment around,” DiPer-
na says, noting the county
investment.

“A lot of people are lean-
ing on us, depending on
us. If all these dispatchers
weren’t giving them those
first minutes of attention,
a lot of calls might not turn
out as good as they do.

“What I’ve come to know
is that just because I don’t
have blood on my boots
doesn’t mean I wasn’t there.
That goes for everyone
here.”
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Enhance Your Home's Curb Appeal
with Cultured Stone Veneers

Whether it’s a grand work
of art or an average office
building, stone is a material
that has shaped our lives.
Nowadays, stone has its
place in redesigning your
home's interior as well. Ac-
cording to a recent Zonda
Media report, manufactured
stone veneer (MSV) ranks
number two nationally for
providing high ROI. Only
garage door replacement
ranked higher on this list! If
you're looking to improve
your home's curb appeal,
try Cultured Stone veneers.

What Are Cultured
Stone Veneers?

Cultured Stone veneers
are a type of manufactured
stone. They're made in flex-
ible molds using a concrete
mixture. Afterward, they're
hand-colored with iron oxide
pigments to resemble natural
stone. The result is a versatile
and lightweight material that
adheres to most surfaces. It
comes bearing the best cre-
dentials as well. Every veneer
produced meets AC-51 cri-
teria - the strictest require-
ments in the industry. As
long as you see that CSV®
stamp, you can rest assured
that you're getting the high-
est quality material.
Less Weight, Less Prob-

lems!
CSV® offer both the

home DIYer and the expert
many advantages over nat-
ural stone. Due to its unique
composition, it is almost
one-quarter the weight of
natural stone. A standard
box of CSV® weighs about
10 pounds and comes pre-
sorted for variations in size
and color. This means that
once you've got your stone
veneers on hand, you can
spend less time moving ma-
terial around!

The light weight of CSV®
makes the entire installation
process easier as well. Nat-
ural full-bed stone puts a
tremendous amount of strain
on surfaces, and even the
most expert stonemason
can only make so much
progress each day. That's
not the case with CSV®! Its
lightweight properties let
you work more with less
physical strain. Anyone
working with this material
is sure to be upright at the
end of the day and have a
spring in their step.

A Variety of Choices

Touching up your firepit?
Adding some extra beauty
to your home exterior? Then
there's a CSV® in whatever
color or style you need! You
don't have to feel confined
to standard shades of brown
or gray either. A wide variety
of options available are mod-
ern, trendsetting, and much
newer to the market.

Whether you're going DIY
or hiring an expert, the
range of customization is
almost endless. CSV® is the
perfect material for artistic
expression and creative lay-
outs. Working with material
like this means the only limit
on any of your projects is
your imagination!

Traditional Beauty
Meets Modern Style
Looking for some ideas

to jump start your project?
We recommend smaller, sim-
pler ideas to get your home

interior feeling new!
For example, if your home

exterior needs a new look,
why not give it a CSV®
makeover? This Sculpted
Ashlar is modern-meets-clas-
sic, with just the right
amount of warmth. It looks
great both inside your house
and out!

There's no better time
than now to get that firepit
or outdoor bar looking its
best for the warmer months!
Add beauty and value to
yours with this Pro-Fit Alpine
Ledgestone. Give your back-
yard get-togethers the feel
of a Northern Ski Lodge!

Using CSV® for your next
project gives you the timeless
look and feel of stone, at a
much better value! Get in
touch with the team at GNH
Lumber today for any advice
and guidance you need with
your next home project.

BETTER THAN HEARSAY

Not Going Totally Gently
By Michael Ryan

TANNERSVILLE - Long-
time village of Tannersville
mayor Lee McGunnigle is
going quietly into that po-
litical good night. The again,
maybe he isn’t.

McGunnigle is now the
former mayor after perhaps
the most suspenseful and
surprise-ending vote in vil-
lage history (though many
already-turned dramatic
pages may have faded from
living memory).

The poet Dylan Thomas
asked his father to “rage,
rage against the dying of
the light” and McGunnigle
gave serious thought to legal-
ly challenging the election
after losing to mayor-elect
David Schneider by one vote.

Two separate recounts of
absentee ballots were nec-
essary and the climax came
when the Greene County
Board of Elections did not
open the final absentee bal-
lot, declaring it “not valid”
due to non-matching signa-
tures.

There was fairly knowl-
edgeable speculation the
vote would have gone to
McGunnigle, but now the
village will never officially
know.

The flaw was determined
after the BOE sent a so-
called “cure” letter to the

voter, receiving a response
and comparing signatures
on three different docu-
ments, determining the same
right person did not sign
them.

Records will show Schnei-
der won by the slimmest of
margins, 103 to 102, and
McGunnigle’s initial reaction
was to tell it to a judge.

He says he has changed
his mind about a court chal-
lenge, even as the whole
thing sticks in his craw, re-
questing a BOE manual re-
count, also noting com-
plaints of voter intimidation
on Election Day.

“I’m struggling with my
principles,” McGunnigle said
in a phone interview. “This
would cost thousands of
dollars to go to court but
for what? I don’t want it
looking like the disgruntled
candidate.

“I’m not that whining guy.
But I’m also asking myself,
‘when do you fight for the
voters?’ This is two [Board
of Election] commissioners
deciding they don’t like the
match of these signatures.

“They aren’t handwriting
experts. Which is more odd?
Thinking somebody stood
in for a voter three times or
that one vote, which could
decide an election, wasn’t
counted.

“Of course I’m prejudiced
[about the outcome] but
the two commissioners de-
cided the election in Tan-
nersville, not the voters,”
McGunnigle said. “I don’t
know how else to see it.”

Noting that he ran on the
Truth and Integrity Party
for a Day ticket, not en-
dorsed by the Republican
or Democratic Party, Mc-
Gunnigle said, “I wasn’t rep-
resented [at the Board of
Elections absentee count-
ing].

“I hired an attorney to go
with me. I figured I was get-
ting screwed. My hope is
that this gets explored thor-
oughly. My ethical dilemma
is whether or not this is a
fight for voter rights.” 

BOE officials, answering
questions about the issues
raised by McGunnigle, stat-
ed, “as required by State
law, the BOE will conduct a
manual count of ballots cast
in the village of Tannersville
on April 7th at 11 a.m.

“This follows the same
procedure as last November
when the Board did a man-
ual count of over 20,000
ballots cast in the NYS
Supreme Court contest in
the 3rd Judicial District.

“Step one is to determine
the results.  Then, if within
the required margin, sched-

ule a manual count,” with
Tannersville falling into that
category.

As for voter intimidation,
the BOE stated, “these
claims appear to be centered
on challenges issued to six
voters in this election.

“This is allowed by State
Law,” BOE officials stated,
meaning questioning of res-
idency, etc. by election in-
spectors or any citizen on-
site.

Awaiting the results of the
April 7 recount, McGunnigle
says, “I am really pleased
with the work I accom-
plished,” singling out village
clerk Robin Dumont and
former village trustee Greg

Landers for their service.
Leaving the political door

ajar, McGunnigle added,
“we’ll see. In two years, the
way voters were motivated
or even disheartened by this
election, if there is any bad
performance there are two
[trustee] seats up.

“A lot of people might
reintroduce their voice. If
the board does well, executes
the budget well for tax rates,
maybe not so much.”

Schneider, in a written
statement said, “I’m honored
to have been elected by vot-
ers in the village of Tan-
nersville to serve as the next
mayor.

“In the largest election

turnout in well over a
decade, I'm excited to con-
tinue engaging with our
neighbors as we move our
community forward.

“I'm ready to get to work
and serve our community
in a collaborative manner.
We have a tremendous op-
portunity to ensure that basic
services are maintained
while supporting our resi-
dents, businesses, and visi-
tors.

“I look forward to working
with the Board of Trustees
as we map out Tannersville's
future together. I want to
thank Lee McGunnigle for
his years of service to Tan-
nersville,” Schneider stated.

LOCAL HISTORY BY DEDE TERNS-THORPE

Eli Lane’s Life
Reading this story is like

peeking into our past. It
was written by a gentleman
from Lanesville, born on his
parents’ Hollow Tree Branch
farm in 1883. Eli J. Lane
did what we all should do;
he composed a summary
of his life. Thanks to his rel-
atives for sharing and keep-
ing Eli’s little story intact.
He mentions the railroad
going through Route 214,
shares how much money
he made on different jobs,
and touched on working at
the Fenwick Lumber Com-
pany. (Fenwick was high on
Hunter Mountain from near-
by Edgewood from about
1903-1917.)

Eli started school when
he was seven. He said he
often wore leather boots to
school to protect him when
the deep snow caused him
to walk along the top of
stone walls. He mentioned
the Rion family as their only
neighbors. 

He left school at thirteen
and went to work on a farm
owned by Amos Jones, his
mother’s brother. 

Eli’s pay was $10 a
month. His father took four
dollars, leaving him six for
clothes and other needs. 

Uncle Amos had a dandy
pair of crème-colored horses
with black tails and manes.
He called them Dewey and
Manny (?). Uncle Amos was
a good horseman and taught
Eli how to handle them. 

Eli helped milk his uncle’s
thirty cows and he liked the
work. His uncle had a sepa-
rator, and Eli made butter.
A year later his father called
him back home to work on
the railroad. The railroad in
Stony Clove was being up-
dated from narrow to wide
gauge tracks. Eli took the
job, he was just fifteen and
was now making $1.20 a
day. He and his father started
in the section gang (main-
tenance) in early spring. He
worked wherever the rail-
road needed him. He liked
that. Later, they put him in
the sliding gang (another
part of the tracks) to work
with Bob Ingles from nearby
Edgewood. He liked working
with him.

From his daily pay, his
father took $1.00, and Eli
got to keep the twenty cents.
Eli worked on the railroad
until the job was finished
but kept his last pay to him-
self!

He was seventeen when
his father offered him room
& board and a four-year-
old colt, in return for a year
of work on his farm. Eli
was thrilled to own a horse
and accepted. 

Harry, Harvey, and Charlie
Lane, relatives of Eli’s father,
Abram, owned most of
Lanesville, including a
sawmill and a multitude of
timberland. 

When revival meetings
came to Lanesville, Eli start-
ed to pray often. He asked
the Lord to make him a

good man. 
Eli’s grandmother had

ninety acres of land with a
barn, a nice home, and want-
ed Eli to join her. She moved
into two rooms to give him
the rest of the house. Eli’s
grandfather, Eli Jones, his
namesake, was a deceased
war veteran (buried in
Lanesville) leaving his grand-
mother by herself. He re-
mained with her until fall. 

By December, he worked
at John King’s farm in
Delaware County. John King
was a fine man, who lived
at Rose Brook, seven miles
from Hobart. Eli was paid
$25 a month plus room and
board. He had a horse to
“drive” anytime! He helped
milk ninety-five cows, cared
for two pairs of horses, one
yoke of oxen and stayed
until June.  

Eli then worked until
March for Mr. Gool in Hobart
Village. 

His pay was $35 a month.
(Eli loved his mother’s week-
ly letters). 

That spring, Eli went to
work on the railroad in Ho-
bart. An accident damaged
his spine, and Eli was forced
to take a year off. He went
back to Lanesville. Mike
Lane, his father’s brother,
was visiting from Pennsyl-
vania and asked Eli to return
with him. Uncle Mike got
him an easy job for one-
year driving for a doctor. 

Afterward, he took a two-
year job caring for fifteen
horses. Then he went home
and purchased his grand-
mother’s farm. By that time
Lanesville had a busy board-
ing business.

Eli’s mother, Mary Rosella
Jones, was elated to have
him back home. (Tidbit:
Mary R. Jones and Abram
Lane were married July 4,
1879, in Phoenicia, N.Y.)

He settled down and soon
bought six heifers and a
pair of horses. He logged
all summer and winter for
the Lane Brothers. He traded
and sold horses, handling
over 365 horses in one year.  

He and his father took
their teams up to work for
Fenwick. They soon learned
to deal with the camp’s cold
nights. One night his father
woke him and said, “Boy,
whether you believe it or
not, I’ve got ice on my mus-
tache!” They stayed the win-
ter and were paid $10, daily
plus board. This was for

one man and a team. Fen-
wick furnished the bob-
sleighs. 

Mr. William Dolan worked
at Fenwick, and his wife did
the cooking. She used the
metal rails to bake twenty-
four loaves of bread at one
time. Their son, Roy, worked
at the camp, and their two
daughters were home in
Platte Clove. The camp em-
ployed over twenty men.

Eli worked until spring
and returned to Lanesville.
He acquired a summertime
constable position, working
with Henry Curtis. 

One night, Mrs. William
Dolan visited Eli and intro-
duced her daughter, Leota.
He invited her to a dance
and said she was a dandy
dancer. They soon married
and lived on the farm he
purchased from his grand-
mother. 

Sometime later Eli joined
a lumber company, and Leo-
ta became the cook. They
worked for four years and
then went to work for O.H.
Perry of Tannersville. They
soon moved to Spruceton,
and Eli worked for C.C.
Dunham of Shandaken. He
supervised four or five men,
and again, Leota cooked.
They continued this until
December 1922, when they
bought the Addie Ferris
Place’s farm on County
Route 10, near Sutton Hol-
low in Ashland.   

In 1923 Eli was elected
Ashland Road Commissioner
for six years. He lost the
next election to Will Griffin
but then won again. 

Leota Dolan and Eli had
eight healthy children: six
boys and two girls. (In order
of birth: Lee, Amelia, Willard,
Carl, Clarence (Larry), Frei-
da. Gerald and Clifton).

In 1949 they sold the
farm to their son, Carl Lane.
Eli had reserved 25 acres
for themselves, and they
built a nice five-room house.
He returned to work for C.
C. Dunham, the same man
he worked for thirty-five
years ago. 

Eli loved his life. He didn’t
have an enemy in the world.
He thanked the Good Lord
for that.

“We are alone in our new
home, and we love it.”

Eli, thank you for sharing.
You led an amazing life.

Thanks for reading. 
Have a good week and

stay safe.
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We  very much strive to
live in the present. We often
focus on the present mo-
ment until…we don’t. A “to
do list for the day” morphs
into many other things even
without quite meaning to.
Perhaps it's a phone call
that begs for our time and
attention or a forgotten task
that suddenly takes over
our thoughts for the day.
An hour can then lead into
a blur of several hours that
then leads us to wonder
where our day went.  That
then includes a question
about what we have eaten,
if anything at all. It can be
very frustrating. Many of
us are wanting very much
to develop a better rela-
tionship with the food that
we eat, especially in the
quantity and quality of these
foods, in an effort to curb
extra weight, get a handle
on excess carbs and sugar,
or just slow down long
enough to enjoy a meal
without the looming exces-
sive things we have to do.
Being busy and busy eating
are two things that should
not be mixed. Yet it’s be-
come a “meal” on the go
society. 

I have found that by ex-
ercising some mental mus-
cle, we can learn how to
hold onto our present mo-
ments through a focus of
attention that can lead to a
very satisfying result espe-
cially where our meals are
concerned. Nourishing our-
selves began as it did as
babes, with the instinct for
survival. Now, it’s pure crav-
ing, often of the kinds of
foods that fill our bellies
but doesn’t feed and nour-
ish our bodies.

With that in mind, I set
about to teach a mini work-
shop in my class that helped
my students to develop bet-
ter skills to create an in-
tention for themselves that
built a better result through
the “power of presence”. 

It’s actually called a Mind-
ful Eating Practice. Here’s
how it works. In this par-
ticular situation each par-
ticipant was instructed to
bring a piece of fruit of
their choosing to the pro-
gram. 

They were told to focus
on their choice with only
themselves in mind; not
the family, not what the
kids liked or what was on
sale.

A  perfect piece of fruit
that first and foremost was
their favorite.

Just one piece. 
As we began the pro-

gram, I asked each person
to write down a description
of their choice and why
they had chosen it. 

We then began to eat the
fruit with each of our sens-
es. Again, writing down
each step along the way.

Slowly and deliberately
focusing on sight, smell,
texture, before biting into
the fruit. Then as we took
our first bit into the fruit,

we added taste and the
sound the fruit made to
the descriptive mix.

Finally, after the grueling
exercise of holding back
before actually eating their
piece of fruit, we joined in
to discuss the benefits as-
sociated with these fruits
choices regarding vitamins
and minerals.

From beginning to end,
this exercise took approxi-
mately 24, fun filled minutes
to complete. It quickly be-
came clear that the benefits
of our efforts really show-
cased how fruits or foods
in general can be better
enjoyed by staying present
with more focus. 

Eating mindfully also
tends to add an additional
benefit of filling us up with
less quantity when we add
that time to savor every
mouthful. Try this exercise
yourself or with your grand
kids. 

Train your mind to im-
merse yourself in the mo-
ments of eating.

When we bring this in-
tention to our conscious
mind, slowing down, sa-
voring with all our senses,
exploring new tastes and
smells with textures it helps
us to cultivate a better re-
lationship with what food
can do for us and allows
us to live up to our full po-
tential.  Try it.

Pat Larsen lives in Greene
County and teaches fitness
classes and programs for
living your best life to Sen-
iors and Baby Boomers.
As a certified clinical hyp-
notherapist Pat has helped
many let go of issues that
have kept them stuck
through the practice of con-

TRADITIONALLY SPEAKING BY PAT LARSEN

Eating Mindfully/Developing a 
Healthier Relationship with Food

scious story. 
On a medical hiatus at

present, Pat regularly teach-

es fitness classes at The
Shamrock House as well.
She will be returning in

late Spring to her classes.
Please email at
pelarsen5@aol.com

Ibex Puppetry: Ajijaak On Turtle Island
At The Orpheum In Tannersville

Hunter - Catskill Mountain
Foundation presents a spec-
tacular puppetry experience
called Ajijaak on Turtle Island
at the Orpheum Performing
Arts Center, 6050 Main
Street, Tannersville, NY on
Saturday, April 8  at 7:30PM. 

IBEX Puppetry’s Ajijaak
on Turtle Island tells the
story of Ajijaak, a young
whooping crane. Separated
from her family in a Tar
Sands fire caused by the
monstrous Mishibizhiw, Aji-
jaak must make her first
migration from Wood Buf-
falo, Canada, down to the
Gulf Coast on her own, find-
ing her voice and a family
through the interconnect-
edness of all of creation. A
reflection on life’s energy
and how it connects all as-
pects of our world, Ajijaak
on Turtle Island brings com-
munities together through
puppetry, music, traditional
dances, animations, and
kites. Ajijaak’s story puts

forward visions from In-
digenous communities, in-
spiring the next generation
of storytellers, change-mak-
ers, and eco-champions. 

Founded by Heather Hen-
son, IBEX Puppetry is an
entertainment nonprofit de-
voted to health and healing
of the planet through artistic
spectacle, outreach, and the
fine art of puppetry. Ajijaak
on Turtle Island,one of Hen-
son’s original works, will
delight and inspire children
and family members of all
ages.

Tickets can be purchased
online at

www.catskillmtn.org or by
contacting the box office
via email at
boxoffice@catskillmtn.org
or by phone at 518 263
2063. Note that online ticket
sales close 5 hours prior to
performance time. Tickets
purchased ahead are $25
for adults, $20 for seniors
and $7 for students. Tickets
purchased at the door are
$30 for adults, $25 for sen-
iors and $7 for students.
For information about up-
coming programs at Catskill
Mountain Foundation, please
visit www.catskillmtn.org. 

Free Entry for Injured Veterans 
or Veterans in Need
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Join a Team  
at one of the most exciting  

hotels in the country!   
- Full & Part-Time positions available 
 
- Seeking applications for housekeeping  
    and NYS licensed massage therapists 
 
- Flexible schedules and very competitive starting pay

Now interviewing for current openings  
at both of our locations. If you're a team player, 

dependable, take pride in your work, and ready to 
join a fun team, please send email to: 

info@theroxburyexperience.com 
Resumes encouraged but not required.

Subscribe today!

Call us! (518) 763-6854

LOCAL FEATURE

Studio Minimale
By Michael Ryan

WINDHAM - The first in-
dication that “Studio Mini-
male” is delightfully unique
was being greeted by Nella,
the friendly Samoyed pup
who answers to gentle com-
mands in two languages,
English and Polish.

Actually three if you count
“a little bit of Spanish,” said
her loving master and simi-
larly-multi-lingual shop own-
er Gosia Pedziwiatr.

Studio Minimale opened
with the calendar arrival of
spring although winter has
been stubbornly persistent
and downright ornery.

It is the exact opposite
inside the warmly-lighted,
cozy store, located at 5348
Main Street in Windham, a
few steps west of Mill Street.

“I feel like dogs under-
stand any language,” Pedzi-
wiatr says, giving a tour of
the neatly displayed items,
easily transitioning from
English to her native Polish
when her husband phones
in.

“They respond to the tone
of voice, don’t you think,”
she says, returning to the
tour while a reporter’s at-
tention drifted to the large
Moroccan baskets that are,
in fact, Moroccan straw
lampshades.

Many countries and a
smattering of locals are rep-
resented, such as the very
clever hand-puppet pot hold-
ers that are part of a linen
line from Lithuania including
soft kitchen towels and  blan-
kets.

Over here, in what the
owner says is best described
as a, “high end, home decor”
shop,  are Japanese ceramics
created to be maximally
functional and minimally
(thus the name of the place)
cluttering.

And over there are what
Pedziwiatr calls “kimono
jackets,” individually de-
signed by local clothier Mae-
gan Neubeck. 

“They are all one of a
kind. She dyes her linen and
makes them in small batch-
es. I just love them,” the
owner says, sounding like a
Catskill Mountains echo.

Pedziwiatr similarly gushes
about the Finnish vegetable
wax candles, the linen pil-
lows from Thailand with
hand-drawn faces, gold jew-
elry and the English hot wa-
ter bottle covers and ma-
chine washable slippers.

Not to be slighted, over
there there are Moroccan
woolen rugs and lamp
shades sewn by members
of a women’s cooperative,
and the MASK, “journey to
self acceptance” skin care

Studio MiniMale, maximizing minimalism, is lo-
cated at 5348 Main Street in Windham, a few

steps west of Mill Street.
The fluffy pillow on the far left is actually the

friendly and multi-lingual house and establish-
ment pet Nella, modeling Moroccan woolen rugs,
linens from Lithuania and Thailand along with

sundry international items.

Stackable and eminently functional Japanese ce-
ramics share neatly-arranged shelf space with
unique 3-piece rice cookers, Finnish vegetable

wax candles and MASK skin care products. 

so traditional Roza Home
candles that have an Ebenez-
er Scrooge burnable candle
holder, lasting long enough
for all three ghosts.

So, that’s not all but the
whole point is, “everything
is all about being very min-
imal but practical. says Pedzi-
wiatr. “I love ancient China
and Japan, their, history, the
beautiful way they use min-
imalism.

“The idea for this shop
came when I was renovating
my home. I started to mini-
mize everything. You have
no idea how my house
changed, how my life
changed. I suddenly had air
in my cabinets.

“Windham is so beautiful,”
Pedziwiatr says, noting she
was a seller at the downtown
Farmer’s Market for the past
two years. “There are so
many different shops for
such a small town.” 

“Studio Minimale is open
Friday (noon to 6 p.m.),
Saturday (11 a.m. to 7 p.m.)
and Sunday (noon to 4 p.m.)
Phone (929) 335-4950 for
info.

These awesome candles don’t stop melting at the
candle stick holder, burning all the way down.
The “kimono jackets” awaiting purchase on the

rack in the back are from Catskills clothier Mae-
gan Neubeck.

OUTDOORS BY LARRY DIDONATO

Trout Stocking Started 
Trout stocking in NY has

begun. On a recent bright
sunny day, I followed the
DEC stocking truck on its
annual route through Greene
County. The usual cadre of
aging veteran sportsman-
volunteers plus a few kids
on Easter break, were in
tow. Walt Bennett, long-time
Fish Chairman for the
Greene County Federation
of Sportsmen, was chief
among the elder veterans
of the fish-stocking ritual.
Walt led the way as he has
done so many times over
the past 45 years.  

DEC Commissioner Basil
Seggos has attributed the
excellent trout angling op-
portunities in NY to DEC's
extensive stocking program.
“DEC stocks nearly 1.9 mil-
lion trout in waters statewide,
beginning in March and last-
ing until early June.”

All was going well as the
Catskill Creek was stocked
with yearling and two-year-
old trout. When we were
about to stock a long stretch
of the picturesque Basic
Creek however, a problem
arose. As Walt Bennett dis-
cussed the order of the last
four stocking locations on
the many miles of the
Greene County portion of
the Basic, he learned from
DEC staff that there was
now only one stocking lo-
cation and it would get the
remainder of trout on the
truck. Walt and the other
experienced volunteers were
stunned. In disbelief, a call
was made to the DEC Hatch-
ery who confirmed the 75
percent reduction of stock-
ing locations and numbers
of trout stocked on that
reach of the Basic. Hatchery
managers said the severe
reduction in trout and stock-
ing locations was caused by
DECs 2021 Trout Manage-
ment Plan. It created a for-
mula dictating trout stocking
will cease or be severely re-
duced based upon a highly
technical metric concerning
trout biomass per hectare
versus linear public access
data etc. I had heard that
same logic being used to
reduce stocking locations
and the number of trout
stocked in heavily fished Al-
bany trout streams as well.

The remainder of the trout
on the truck were offloaded
at the bridge in Freehold
which has limited access.
The action defied logic. We
could not believe DEC would
no longer stock the miles

Grandfather Bill Sharrick is shown here care-
fully watching over his grandson, as he  hands

down the trout stocking tradition to the next gen-
eration. Bill is a retired Wildlife Biologist out of
DECs Stamford office. He is pictured here with

his 10 1/2 year-old grandson who's just learning
the art of trout stocking! 

of the stream, including their
own DEC trout fishing ac-
cess site and parking area
accessible right off state
highway 81 in Greenville.
That DEC Fishing Access
Site, bought with your fishing
license and taxpayer dollars,
contains hard-fought pur-
chased acreage with Public
Fishing Rights (PFR). The
beautiful Basic Creek then
runs downstream through
miles of privately owned
creekfront. Much of that
privately owned stream is
open to the public. It is
clearly marked. “Fishing Per-
mitted” signs are plainly vis-
ible for everyone to see just
by driving down Red Mill
Road. No problems parking
and walking the short dis-
tance to the stream which
is clearly visible for anyone
on the road looking to fish
the stream. 

One great fishing access
and stocking location just
downstream on the Basic
was at a small bridge. Access
was recently lost forever be-
cause of an entirely different,
brand-new DEC program
which contains draconian
new requirements for co-
operating stream-landown-
ers. It forces advertising the
GPS location of the sleepy
streamside locales on a web-
site/phone app inviting un-
told hordes to a place where
maybe a car or two with 2
or 3 fishermen can com-
fortably fish at one time.
That recently created DEC
program is called, the
“Stream Access Verification
Program.”

Back to the landowner
who owns miles of
stream/road frontage, who
still allows the public to fish
that beautiful stretch. He

was shocked and disap-
pointed when he was told
no trout will ever be stocked
on the Basic from the DEC
trout stream parking lot
through all of his property,
miles down to the bridge in
Freehold.

It certainly put a damper
on the lighthearted mood
at what would have other-
wise been an idyllic and en-
joyable event. Worse, it fore-
tells ominous consequences
for the statewide trout stock-
ing program DEC just so
proudly touted as being re-
sponsible for the success of
trout fishing in New York.
There’s much more to this
story but we’ll have to leave
it till next time.

Happy Easter and
Passover, and happy hunting,
fishing, and trapping until
next time!

News and Notes
Striped Bass Season Open

on Hudson River as of April
1st

The striped bass season
on the Hudson River north
of the Washington Bridge
is open from April 1st to
November 30th. Limit is
one fish between 18-28 inch-
es in total length.  

The striped bass season
is open all year on the
Delaware River and West
Branch of the Delaware Riv-
er (NY border water with
Pennsylvania). Limit is one
striper between 28 and 35
inches.

Inline circle hooks are re-
quired when fishing with
bait.  

Remember to report
poaching violations by call-
ing the 24-hour ECO Dis-
patch at: 

1-844-DEC-ECOS.

products.
And, oh yeah, the tradi-

tional Japanese, three-in-
one ricer cookers and not
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Easter Egg Hunt In Windham
By Michael Ryan

MAPLECREST - Almost as if by magic, spring burst in the mountains, last Saturday, for the maiden Easter Egg Hunt at C.D. Lane Park in the Big Hollow
region of the town of Windham.

“It was like somebody hit the switch with nice weather,” Windham Chamber of Commerce president Lisa Jaeger said.
“We changed the time from morning to later in the day and it was amazing how it suddenly got warm and sunny.”
The hunt, held on April fool’s Day, was the first of its kind, jointly sponsored by Best Hot Tubs, Windham NY Escapes and the Chamber, hoping to make it

an annual event.
“It far exceeded our expectations,” Jaeger said. “The town was very cooperative and supportive. It was - can I say this? - a hopping success.”

Above left: A basketful of candy and other goodies
await a harder-to-find, Golden Egg winner.

Above center: Easter Egg Hunt at C.D. Lane Park,
last weekend, was a hippity-hopping hoo-ha

thanks to the shared efforts of (left to right) Wind-
ham Chamber of Commerce member Brenda

Hughes, Windham town supervisor Thomas Hoyt,
the Easter Rabbit (whose bet pal is Evan

Schieren) Chamber member Caroline Lynch and
Chamber president Lisa Jaeger, along with many

others.
Above: It isn’t everyday two little kids get to see
eye-to-eye with a giant rabbit. Their body lan-

guages tell a story of curious wonder and not-too-
sureness.

Far left: Shh! Don’t tell anyone the Easter Rabbit
is about to pull an April Fool’s prank, driving off

with a Windham police department cruiser.
Left: Seek and ye’ shall find eggs hidden in plain

sight and literally underfoot.

MTP Annual Earth Day Trail / Stream Clean-up
Saturday, April 22, 2023

from 10 am - Noon
Evergreen Parking on Ski

Bowl Road (at the CRIP
CAMP Marker) in Hunter

Hidden under the beauty
of the recent snow along
the side of the roads and
trails is an incredible array
of trash. As Spring warms
our hearts and flowers and
grass brighten the commu-
nity, it is again time for a
Spring Clean Up. Thanks
to Mountain Top Progres-
sives’ Annual Earth Day Trail
/ Stream Clean-up and all of
the wonderful volunteers,
on Saturday, April 22 from
10 am to 12 noon many of
the eyesores and environ-
mental hazards along Ski
Bowl Road will be cleaned
up. Volunteers will meet at
the Evergreen Parking lot
near the Crip Camp Marker
in Hunter and either follow
the new trail toward Route
214 or go in the other di-
rection to Dolan’s Lake Park.

Organized by MTP, the
spirit of Clean-Up Day has
become a yearly scavenger
hunt. The lively conversa-
tions about what people find
each year adds a sense of
adventure to the job.
Whether it be roof-tiles found
along a trail, pieces of bed

frames or bottles, cans and
other trash, this mess de-
stroys our environment. Lit-
ter and debris clog stream
beds and destroy good habi-
tats for fish and swimming
holes for humans. The ef-
fects of chemicals from plas-
tics and synthetics are long-
lasting and cumulative,
leaching into and degrading
vegetation, biodiversity and
water quality, and ultimately,
human health. 

For six years, MTP has
been on the front-lines of
environmental efforts to
keep our Catskills “the gem
of New York” and to pro-

mote awareness of policies
and proposals that affect it. 

We are hoping to attract
new volunteers from our
entire community to help
with this vital project. We
will be gathering in the
morning for a quick briefing,
then set off in small groups
to trails, empty lots and
streams— armed with
gloves and trash bags. Bring
your own trash picker if you
have one.

April is a great time for a
spring cleaning in our homes
and environment. This clean
up gives us the opportunity
to discard unsecured build-
ing materials, unwanted fur-

nishings, and trash— clearly
tossed and blown by wind
and weather that end up
out of reach in gullies and
streams. Bears drag garbage
from people’s unsecured
garbage cans and leave the
remains of their finds in the
woods and along beautiful
trails. The challenges this
poses to nature, safety, and
town charm are obvious
and certainly beyond the
efforts of volunteers to totally

solve on foot but it is a
start. Let’s work together!

The two-hour clean-up
will end with MTP’s char-
acteristic comradery:  a
lakeside potluck picnic at
the pavilion at Dolans Lake.
Spring cleaning is a mixed
experience for one’s closets
and shed. But on a Spring
morning with communal
and celebratory spirit, it
feels good and looks better.
All are welcome to come –

please bring a dish to share.
Please join MTP and help

clean up Ski Bowl Road.
Everyone is welcome. Chil-
dren are especially welcome!
It is a great learning experi-
ence about how they too
can make a difference. Well-
behaved dogs are also wel-
come. Looking forward to
seeing you on Saturday, April
22, 2023 from 10 am -
Noon
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Section D

A CONVERSATION ABOUT

Rodents
By Jean Thomas

There are even more of
them out to get us!

Rodents galore are gath-
ering to swipe our stuff.
The chipmunks, moles and
voles are just the smaller
ones. The bigger ones live
more above the ground
and include ground hogs.
Rabbits used to be rodents,
but got promoted to “lago-
morphs” at some scientific
level. Rabbits are a special
challenge. Usually we can
protect our crops with the
correct kind of fencing.
Minimum two foot height
and built tight to the ground
can work pretty well. Better
yet, bury some of the fence
to discourage the more am-
bitious ones. I hear some
of you saying, “Just shoot
them.” You might want to
bear in mind that hunting
season for rabbits ends in
March. So while you wait
for October’s hunting sea-
son, a combination of good
fencing and some of the
repellents available on the
market will usually do the
trick.

Groundhogs are the most
fun to talk about, and the
most frustrating. They’re
also called Woodchucks,
whistle pigs, marmots and
land beavers, as well as
“that blanket blank”. This
is because they will eat a
garden or flower bed down
to the ground in a day. And
their tunnels are apartment
houses for lots of other
pesky critters… with mul-
tiple exits. Sometimes poi-
son bombs are successful
when we try to get rid of
them, but more often not,
because there are so many
exits that keep the fumes
from becoming concentrat-
ed. The state allows them
to be shot and trapped if
determined a nuisance. 

An adult woodchuck can
weigh ten pounds, so ob-
viously it can consume a
whole lot of whatever we’re
trying to grow. They are
true hibernators, so at least
we don’t have to deal with
them in winter. But the en-

tertaining part about Punx-
atawney Phil and his Feb-
ruary appearance is pretty
much a pack of lies. For a
more thorough story of the
saga of Punxatawney Phil,
listen to the podcast “Nature
Calls; Conversations from
the Hudson Valley” or read
the transcript at
https://ccecolumbiagreene.o
rg/gardening/nature-calls-
conversations-from-the-
hudson-valley/episode-two-
groundhogs-and-other-fur-
ry-wildlife.

Fences will work against
woodchucks, but planning
will make all the difference.
A fence that is good enough
for a rabbit will be a joke
to a woodchuck. First
thing… they are good
climbers. They are also
good swimmers in case you
were thinking of installing
a moat. So the fence should
be at least three feet tall.
The top needs to curve
outward away from the gar-
den, and the bottom should
be at least a foot under-
ground and/or 12-18 inches
at a 90 degree angle from
the upright part, also un-
derground. Frankly, if you’re
going through all this, think
about going for broke and
installing deer fence, which
should be seven feet high.
I suspect if you have other
wildlife looking to picnic
in your yard, you have deer
as well.

Realistically, groundhogs
can be a menace because
they like to tunnel in old
foundations and rock walls.
And remember they will
build a network of tunnels
to and from those locations.
If you’re not squeamish,
traps will work, and it’s
legal to shoot them. Just
know the restrictions in
your town or village. For
the more cautious or less
skilled, there are Nuisance
Wildlife Control Operators
licensed by the state. These
NWCOs can be called to
professionally remove the
animals. They can deal with
not only woodchucks but
just about any animal in-
vading your space, like rac-
coons, skunks, bats and
other small animals. Oh,
and here’s my final two
nuggets of wisdom to the
gentle souls who want to
be friends to their furry
neighbors and never harm
anything. One: keep in mind
that they’re always hun-
gry… ALL of them. Two:
catch and release may be
fine for fish, but the law
says you must release
trapped creatures within
the boundaries of the prop-
erty where they were
caught. Consider the fact
that it is undignified to be
seen in a foot race back to
your house with a furry
friend. And they will always
win.

Jesus Christ- Bethlehem-
Born 6-4 B.C. (approxi-
mately,) Died 33 A.D. (ap-
proximately.) Son of the
Virgin Mary and God.
Raised by Mary and Joseph
in Nazareth. Born in a
Bethlehem stable. His
young life was spent learn-
ing the trade of carpentry
by His Earthly father, but
He heard the call of His
heavenly Father and began
studying under religious
rabbis. In His early thirties,
He began preaching and
surrounded Himself with
students (disciples,) who
were expected to carry
His “Good News” into the
world, after His demise.
Preaching for only three
years made Him a recog-
nizable name, throughout
the area, because of His
miraculous deeds and be-
cause He claimed He was
the Son of God. He began
to be hunted by local au-
thorities, for the crime of
blasphemy. He was arrest-

ed, beaten, chained,
starved, and jailed, and
eventually sentenced to
death by crucifixion. The
carrying of His cross, up
the hill of bones (Golgo-
tha,) on Good Friday, at-
tracted townspeople, who
lined the streets to watch
His painful walk to Calvary.
Due to fear of Divine es-
cape, unlike the others,
who flanked His cross and
were tied to their trees
with ropes, Jesus Christ
was nailed to His cross.
Mocked by a sign above
His head, which read King
of the Jews, and crowned
with a crown of thorns,
Christ did not question His
persecution, as He knew
it was His destiny from
the start.  His pleadings
from the cross were to His
mother (“Where is my
mother?”) and his heavenly
Father, where he asked for
forgiveness for his execu-
tioners (“Father, forgive
them for they know not

THE TAPESTRY BY DR. DEBORAH HERODES

Obituary for a Good Shepherd
A Bold Story of Faith

THE CATSKILL GEOLOGISTS BY PROFESSORS ROBERT AND JOHANNA TITUS

Opus 40, A Devonian Home?
We always look into a

sedimentary rock and see
the sediment that lies with-
in. At the Opus 40 quarry
most of that sediment was
sand. It has been cemented
and thus petrified into the
Catskill bluestone that we
see all over the quarry to-
day. But it was, long ago,
soft wet sediment. The
thick sandstones at Opus
were mostly deposited in
river channels, rivers of
the ancient Catskill Delta.
All these sands are hard
cold sandstones today, but
we always have to remem-
ber that these were once
river channels and there
were animals who called
them home. We have not
yet found any fossil shells
or bones in the quarry, but
we have found some other
fossils. Take a look at our
photo.

That’s an unusually dark
sandstone for the Catskills;
it’s a black sandstone with
a large number of light-

gray curvy patterns within
it. What earth could those
curves be? Well, paleon-
tologists know them as
trace fossils. They are, in-
deed, not shells nor bones.
Instead, they record the
behaviors of ancient or-
ganisms. From time to
time, you leave footprints
when you walk across wet
grounds. Imagine if, some-
how, those prints hardened
into rock. Then your foot-
prints would have become
trace fossils. That’s not
likely to actually happen
but it does sometimes with
invertebrate animals who
live in soft sediments.
That’s what happened
here. Think about what
you are looking at. About
380 million years ago,
when these sands lay on a
river bottom, animals
squirmed around within
those sediments and that
left the marks. We geolo-
gists use the word bur-
rowing to describe this.

scientific question and it
might seem one that is
impossible to answer. But
what does the evidence
say? That evidence is in
the color. Where the rock
is dark that is because it is
rich in biological material,
mostly carbon, that’s the
black stuff. Where the rock
is gray, then there is much
less biological material.
And that is within the bur-
rows. What happened?
Maybe you can guess.

Those burrowing ani-
mals, as they worked
through those sands, re-
moved the biological ma-
terial. They were consum-
ing it as food. Who does
this today? Worms do. The
way to bet is that these
are the burrows of ancient
Devonian worms.

Contact the authors at
randjtitus@prodigy.net.
Join their facebook page
“The Catskill Geologist.”
Read their blogs at “the-
catskillgeologist.”
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And that burrowing pro-
duced burrows. It should
have been that they would
never have been preserved;
instead, floodwaters should
have soon washed them
all away. But that just did
not happen. They re-
mained, undisturbed as

the years passed by. They
were buried by thicker and
thicker heavy sediments
and, under all that weight,
slowly hardened into the
rock we see today. 

But what were those an-
imals, and what were they
doing? That’s an interesting

This would all be such a
literary find if it wasn’t a
true story. There are many
left suffering because of
this monster! Lost loved
ones, lost monies, lost
friendships and lost familial
relationships. He continues
to lie, until this day, and
will be soon facing over
90 criminal suits from
clients and partners he
chose to steal from. Hope-
fully, all will learn from this
trial, as they have from
others they have been glued
to, throughout the years,
and recognize the destruc-
tive characteristics in their
own personalities and work
hard to keep those devils
within them.

Watching pieces of this
trial, night after night, dis-
turbed me for many reasons
but the most obvious irri-
tant for me was Murdaugh’s
ability to sit and or stand
with very little emotion.
Sitting at the same table,
as a defendant, that he had
sat at countless times as
counselor, surrounded by
the paintings of his  fore-
fathers, he casually took
his glasses off and on to
observe documents being
shown in court.  During
descriptions of the crime
scene, his lawyer placed a
cover over the computer
that revealed these savage
deaths, but Murdaugh
seemed to navigate his way
through the testimonies of
all his past friends and rel-
atives. Although there were
Kleenex and snorts of weep-
ing, the jury didn’t buy the
emotion, as he was able to
recover very quickly.  His
own narcissism put him at
great risk, as he chose to
take the stand in his own
defense.  No trial lawyer
wants his/her client to take
the stand, but Murdaugh
considered himself smarter
than anyone else in the
courtroom.  He spoke of
his “Mags” and “Paul, Paul”
in the nicknames he had
given them and professed
his undying love for them,
over and over and over
again.  And when confront-
ed with the snap-chat video,
although he finally con-
fessed to have been where

the victims had been found,
some time before they were
slain, he also said that he
had just forgotten about
the fact that he ran down
to say goodbye to them
before he left to go see his
mother. I think this is called
having ice water in your
veins.

Scientists continue to
study the human brain to
see what it is that causes
this kind of treachery and
cruelty to loved ones and
anyone for that matter.
Drugs that affect the mind
are certainly up there when
discussing criminal behav-
iors, along with mental ill-
ness that is left untreated,
but I have also read that
anyone can do the unthink-
able if pushed to his/her
absolute limit, even if it
because of his/her own ac-
tions.  It’s a scurrying effect,
where the brain cannot
stop racing and because
of its racing is unable to
make right judgments and

THE TAPESTRY BY DR. DEBORAH HERODES

Trial of Shakespearean Proportions, Pt. II
Why are we so Interested in Spectacle?

moral decisions, because
the animal-mind has taken
over and survival of the
fittest has shown its human
teeth.  And so the question
remains.  Would you lose
your mind if someone hurt
your child, a family mem-
ber, a friend, or you, or
would your coping skills,
your allegiance to what is
right, your humanity kick
in and prevent attacks upon
the perpetrator of harm?
For Alex Murdaugh, his al-
legiance to his family name,
kept him wanting to have
more, to be more, and
when he was unable to
keep all the balls of deceit
in the air anymore, he be-
came the hunter for his
own sought after reputa-
tion.

And now, the world
moves on to the next Shake-
spearean tragedy, but the
victims from this “murder,
“murder” are still gone,
with no encore.  “Parting
is not sweet sorrow. “

what they do.”)  and even-
tually gave Himself into
the hands of God (“Father,
into Thy hands I commend
my spirit.”) The burial plot
was compliments of a
friend. Christ’s body was
interred behind a large
stone, which blocked the
entrance to the burial cave.
Mary, his mother, Mary
Magdalene (one of his fol-
lowers) and John, his dis-
ciple, were all present for
Christ’s internment. One
of His promises was that
He would be resurrected
on the third day, and all
who believe and love Him
know this is pending. To
send condolences, please
bring food to the Upper
Room. Christ will be re-
membered, as a humble,
prayerful man, who suf-
fered immensely at the
time of his death, was
powerfully devoted to His
faith, spent much time in
the desert and in the Gar-
den of Gethsemane.
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HELP WANTED
Help Wanted

DISABLED VETERAN look-
ing for an aid in the Stamford
area. Flexible hours and flexible
days to do housekeeping and
some meals. 9

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Town of Bovina Highway

Department is looking for 
a full time heavy equipment

operator.  The applicant must 
be capable of operating high-
way equipment, have some 

mechanical skills, have a CDL
class B license or the ability
to get one and pass a drug

screening.  Benefits are avail-
able 

after a probation period.
Contact Highway Superinten-

dent
Edward Weber, at 607-832-

4220 or email at 
bovinahighway@hotmail.com 

Edward Weber
Bovina Highway Superinten-

dent
Help Wanted

Gerster Trucking Now Hiring
For: Class A CDL Drivers Local
- Tank Endorsement Required

Competitive Salary and
Health Insurance Available Im-
mediately.

Paid Vacation and Retire-
ment Plan Available after 1

Year
Call 607-278-5212 or email

prgerster76@aol.com
Help Wanted

The Village of Stamford
DPW is seeking a full-time
skilled laborer. This person
must have a valid driver’s li-
cense and be able to report to
the job for emergency calls.
Some of the job duties include
familiarity with general hand
tools, physical labor, snow re-
moval, road flagging, land-
scaping, assisting on construc-
tion and excavation sites, etc.
Compensation based on expe-
rience. Opportunity for ad-

vancement with certifications
and great health benefits.

Help Wanted
The Delaware County Depart-

ment of Planning & Water-
shed Affairs is seeking interns
for the 2022 field season be-

ginning on May 31, 2022.
Pay rate is $18.939/hr based
on a 37.5-hour work week,
M-F, 9am-5pm.  Work will

consist of data collection on
highway infrastructure,

drainage features and infra-
structure with use of Geo-
graphic Positioning System
(GPS) units.  Interns will be
required to operate County

vehicles and use County
equipment for field surveys

in a responsible manner.   Ap-
plications can be obtained by
visiting the Delaware County

Personnel webpage:
http://www.co.delaware.ny.us/

departments/pers/applica-
tion.htm. Please mail applica-
tions to the Delaware County

Personnel Department, 1
Courthouse Square, Suite #2,

Delhi, NY  13753.
Help Wanted

The Village of Stamford
DPW is seeking a seasonal
summer skilled laborer. This
person must have a valid driv-

er’s license. One of the job re-
quirements will be to complete
a pool operator training course,
paid for by the Village of Stam-
ford, to help operate the mu-
nicipal pool. Some of the other
job duties include familiarity
with general hand tools, phys-
ical labor, road flagging, and
landscaping. Compensation
based on experience. Please
apply in person by April 23,
2023 at Village Hall, 84 Main
Street, Stamford, NY 12167 or
see our website at www.stam-
fordny.com to print our em-
ployment application.

SERVICES OFFERED

LEGAL ADVERTISING
to the LLC at 220 Barn-
erville Road, Cobleskill,
New York 12043; Pur-
pose of LLC: Any lawful
purpose.

LLC Notice
Notice of Formation

of Domestic Limited Li-
ability Company:  Fol-
low Through Landscap-
ing, filed on May 3,
2022; 137 Souer Road,
Stamford, NY 12167.
SSNY shall mail copy
of process to the LLC
at  137 Souer Road,
Stamford, NY 12167.
Any lawful activity.

LLC Notice
Notice of Formation

of NYSentencing LLC,
a Domestic Limited Li-
ability Company located
at 285 Main Street,
Catskill, NY. Articles of
Organization filed with
NY Dept of State
02/01/23. Office in
Greene County. NY Sec
of State designated as
agent upon whom
process against it may
be served. Sec of State
to mail copy of any
process against it to
PO Box 433, Catskill,
NY 12414. Purpose:
Software publishing
and all other lawful pur-
poses.

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF FOR-

MATION OF LLC Mid
Valley Diesel, LLC filed
Articles of Organization
with the New York Sec-
retary of State on
March 8, 2023. The of-
fice of the LLC is lo-
cated at 2663 State
Route 145, Middle-
burgh in Schoharie
County. The Secretary
of State has been des-
ignated as agent upon
whom process may be
served and shall mail a
copy of any process
served upon the LLC
to Mid Valley Diesel,
LLC, 132 Clover Lane,
Schoharie, NY 12157.
Its business is to engage
in any lawful activity
for which limited lia-
bility companies may
be organized under Sec-
tion 203 of the New
York Limited Liability
Act. 

LLC Notice
Notice of Formation

of Sass Squash Fallon
Brands, LLC. Articles
of Organization filed
with Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY) on
02/22/23. Office loca-
tion: Schoharie County.
Princ. office of LLC:
SSNY designated as
agent of LLC upon
whom process against
it may be served and
shall mail process to
Sass Squash Fallon
Brands, 597 Shew Hol-
low Road, Stamford, NY
12167. General Pur-
pose.
Notice of Formation

of LLC
WindyRidge Trading

CompanyLLC 
filed with /SSNY

3/26/2023 Office lo-
cated in Schoharie

County 
SSNY designated as

agent for process and
shall mail to 137

Debar Hill rd Middle-
burgh NY 12122

Purpose: to engage in
any lawful activity
Public Notice -

Schoharie
There will be a Work-

shop held by the Plan-
ning Board of the Town
of Schoharie on Tues-
day April 11, 2023 at
6:30 PM at the
Schoharie Firehouse,
114 Fort Road,
Schoharie, NY.  Prima-
rily held to review the
Highbridge SEQR En-
vironmental Assess-
ment Form, any other
business may be con-
ducted. 
Public Notice - Bids

Wanted
The Conesville Town

Board is now accepting
sealed bids from quali-
fied contractors to cut
grass and trim  borders
at multiple locations in
Conesville from May 1,
2023 to October 15,
2023.  

For a list of locations
and requirements, in-
terested parties may re-
quest a copy of the bid
specifications from the
Conesville Town Clerk
during regular business
hours at Conesville
Town Hall, 1306 State
Route 990V, Conesville,
NY 12076 or from the

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF FOR-

MATION OF DOMES-
TIC LIMITED LIABILI-
TY COMPANY; Name of
LLC:  JSB CONCRETE,
LLC; Date of filing: Feb
1, 2023; Office of the
LLC: Albany Co.; The
NY Secretary of State
has been designated as
the agent upon whom
process may be served.
NYSS may mail a copy
of any process to the
LLC at James Bouton,
2600 Vega Mountain
Road, Roxbury, NY
12474; Purpose of LLC:
Any lawful purpose.

LLC Notice
Dan Hanchett Gen-

eral Contracting and
Stone Masonry, LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with
SSNY on 04/22/2022.
Off. Loc.: Schoharie Co.
SSNY desig. as agt.
upon whom process
may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to:
Daniel E. Hanchett, 176
Hill Road, Cobleskill,
NY 12043. General Pur-
poses.

LLC Notice
166 JAR LLC Articles

of Org. filed NY Sec. of
State (SSNY) 10/17/22.
Office in Albany Co.
SSNY designated Agent
of LLC whom process
may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of
process to the Martha
Hacklin, 4 Oakwood St,
Albany NY 12208.  Pur-
pose: Any lawful activ-
ity.

LLC Notice
Notice of formation

of limited liability com-
pany (LLC). Name:
607Riders, Articles of
Organization filed with
the Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY) on
March 8, 2023. Office
location: Delaware
County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of
the LLC upon  whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process
to: 607Riders P.O. Box
134 Stamford. Purpose:
Any lawful activity.

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF LLC

FORMATION NP3LSO
LLC. Filed 11/30/2022.
County: Schoharie.
SSNY desig. for process
& shall mail 4912 NY-
30 Schoharie, NY
12157. Purpose: any
lawful. 

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF LLC

FORMATION TNF
Cobleskill, LLC.
1/3/2023. County:
Schoharie. SSNY desig.
for process & shall mail
20 Petra Lane #6, Al-
bany NY 12205. Pur-
pose: any lawful. 

LLC Notice
Notice Of Formation

Of Domestic Limited
Liability Company;
Name Of Llc:  GILBOA
EGG BARN LLC; Date
of filing: 02/07/2023;
Office of the LLC:
Delaware Co.; The NY
Secretary of State has
been designated as the
agent upon whom
process may be served.
NYSS may mail a copy
of any process to the
LLC at 380 Wyckoff
Rd, Gilboa NY 12076;
Purpose of LLC: Any
lawful purpose.

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF FOR-

MATION OF LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY
(LLC).  Name:  White-
gate Family Farm LLC.
Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of
State of New York
(SSNY) on 10/31/2022.
Office location:  Greene
County.  SSNY is des-
ignated as agent of the
LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served.  SSNY may
mail a copy of any
process to:  the LLC,
C/O Daniel Locker, 173
Village Grove, Williston,
VT 05495. 

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF FOR-

MATION OF DOMES-
TIC LIMITED LIABILI-
TY COMPANY; Name of
LLC:  PANGMAN OUT-
DOOR POWER LLC;
Date of filing:
01/03/2023; Office of
the LLC: Schoharie Co.;
The NY Secretary of
State has been desig-
nated as the agent upon
whom process may be
served. NYSS may mail
a copy of any process

lution for consideration
is abstracted as follows:

RESOLVED, that the
Board of Fire Commis-
sioners of the Stamford
Joint Fire  District,
hereby authorizes the
Fire District to adopt
RPTL §466-a volunteer
firefighter and volun-
teer ambulance worker
partial tax exemption
for enrolled members
of an incorporated fire
company, fire depart-
ment or incorporated
voluntary ambulance
service as determined
by the authority having
jurisdiction in the
amount of 10% of the
assessed value of a pri-
mary residence and
upon a minimum serv-
ice requirement of two
years based upon the
Fire District’s determi-
nation as the governing
body, subject to all oth-
er statutory require-
ments.

The Resolution set-
ting the Public Hearing
may be viewed in its
entirety on the website:
www.stamfordfiredept.c
om 

Public Notice - 
Greene County
Sealed bids will be

received by the Greene
County Highway De-
partment, 240 West
Main Street, Catskill,
New York, 12414 until
10:00 am, Tuesday,
April 25, 2023, at which
time they will be pub-
licly opened and read
aloud.

The proposed proj-
ect is located in the
Town of Hunter, Greene
County.

The work includes
providing all labor, ma-
terials, machinery,
tools, equipment and
other means of con-
struction necessary and
incidental to the com-
pletion of the work
shown on the plans and
described in these spec-
ifications including, but
not necessarily limited
to the following:

Replacement of the
Bloomer Road Bridge
over Gooseberry Creek
- BIN 3200960

Complete sets of the
specifications and bid
forms may be obtained
on or after Tuesday,
April 4, 2023. Bid doc-
uments will be provided
electronically from the
Engineer by contacting
the issuing office at to
adminCPLNY@CPL-
team.com . Hard copy
full and partial plan sets
will not be distributed.

Contractors that ob-
tain contract docu-
ments from a source
other than the issuing
office must notify the
issuing office (adminC-
PLNY@CPLteam.com)
in order to be placed
on the official plan
holder’s list, receive ad-
denda and other bid
correspondence. Bids
received from contrac-
tors other than those
on the official plan
holder’s list, will not
be accepted. A pre-bid
meeting will not be
held.

All questions on the
bid documents shall be
submitted in writing to
the Engineer. The peri-
od  for questions per-
taining to the bid doc-
uments will close at
2:00 pm on Tuesday,
April 18, 2023.

ENGINEER CON-
TACT

CPL
30 Century Hill

Drive, Suite 104
Latham, NY 12110
adminCPLNY@CPL-

team.com
Public Notice - 
Windham FD

Please note the
change of venue for the
Windham Fire District
of the town of Wind-
ham, County of Greene,
New York. Regular
meeting for Wednesday
April 11, 2023, at 6 o’-
clock p.m. will be held
at the Windham Fire
Station 5462 Main
Street Windham, NY.
All meetings of the
Windham Fire District
are open to the public.

This notice is being

official Conesville Town
Website at:

https://www4.schoha
riecounty-ny.gov/Pdf-
Files/PdfAnnounce-
ments/PA_39704_24.P
DF

Public Notice - 
Middleburgh

PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE THAT THE Zon-
ing Board of Appeals
of the Town of Middle-
burgh,  New York will
hold a public hearing
pursuant to Attachment
XII, Section 12.2(G) of
the  Zoning Law of the
Town of Middleburgh. 

Appeal No. 1-23T is
the request of James
Ryan, (hereinafter Ap-
plicant), 333 Bassler
Road,  Middleburgh, NY
12122, for a variance
from Table 2 (Dimen-
sional Table) of the Zon-
ing Law  of the Town
of Middleburgh. Said
Table sets forth re-
quired lot sizes,
frontage, set-backs, and
building heights in the
R3 zoning district,
which governs the ap-
plicant’s property lo-
cated at 333  Bassler
Road (tax parcel 119.-
6-5). The applicant pro-
poses to build a three
car garage within 24
feet of his rear property
line. The aforesaid Di-
mensional Table of the
Town Zoning Law  re-
quires a minimum set-
back of 50 feet. Appli-
cant requests a variance
from this requirement
of  the Zoning Law. The
hearing of the Zoning
Board of Appeals re-
garding this variance
request  will be held
on Tuesday, April 11,
2023 at the Village Hall,
309 Main Street, Mid-
dleburgh, NY,  begin-
ning at 7:00 PM.  

Public Notice - 
Grand Gorge FD
NOTICE IS HEREBY

GIVEN that the Regular
Meeting of the Grand
Gorge Fire District’s
Board of Fire Commis-
sioners will take place
on Wednesday, April 12,
2023, at 7:00pm at the
Grand Gorge Fire
House located at 60753
State Route 30, Grand
Gorge, New York
12434.

Public Notice - 
Bids Wanted

The Catskill Water-
shed Corporation
(CWC) is seeking qual-
ified entities for the re-
moval of steel pilings,
grading of site, and ar-
moring of stream bank
on property located in
the Village of Walton.
A mandatory pre-bid
conference will be held
on at 10:00 AM on April
20th.  Bids must be re-
ceived at CWC by 3:00
PM, April 27, 2023. For
bid documents please
contact John Mathiesen
or Timothy Cox at 845-
586-1400. EOE

Public Notice - 
Stamford FD

Please take notice
that the April meeting
of the Stamford Joint
Fire District Board of
Commissioners of the
Towns of Stamford,
Harpersfield, Kortright,
Gilboa and Jefferson,
Counties of Delaware
and Schoharie, New
York, will be held on
Wednesday, April 12,
2023 at 7:00PM at the
Stamford Firehouse,
111 Main Street, Stam-
ford, Stamford, New
York 12167. 

***
NOTICE IS HEREBY

GIVEN, that a Public
Hearing on the pro-
posed adoption of a res-
olution granting a par-
tial real property tax
exemption pursuant to
Real Property Tax Law
§466-a for the primary
residence of volunteer
firefighters and volun-
teer ambulance workers
was rescheduled from
March 14, 2023, and
now will be held in and
for the Stamford Joint
Fire District on Wednes-
day, April 12, 2023 at
7:00PM at the Stamford
Firehouse, 111 Main
Street, Stamford, New
York 12167.

The proposed Reso-

posted in accordance
with the provisions of
Section 94 of the Public
Officers Law of the
State of New York.

Public Notice - 
Lexington

PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE the Town of Lex-
ington Town Board will
hold a Public Hearing
on April 18, 2023 at
6:00 PM at the Munici-
pal Building, 3542
Route 42, Lexington,
N. Y. The purpose of
the Public Hearing is
to hear comments from
the residents of Lex-
ington regarding the
formation of an ambu-
lance district. There will
be a second public hear-
ing on May 2, 2023.

Public Notice - 
Prattsville FD

C o m m i s s i o n e r s
Meeting Scheduled For
April 18, 2023 Has
Been Rescheduled For
Tuesday, April 17, 2023
At 7:00 P.M.

Public Notice - 
Stamford

The Town Board of
the Town of Stamford
will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Local Law No. 1
of 2023 – “Local Law
Designating Town High-
ways for Travel by
ATV’s” on April 12,
2023 at 5:45 P.M. at
the Town of Stamford
Municipal Building, 101
Maple Ave. Hobart, NY. 

INVITATION TO
BID - VILLAGE OF
MIDDLEBURGH
Notice is hereby giv-

en that sealed bids will
be received until 1:00
P.M., April 26, 2023, at
the Village of Middle-
burgh Offices Attention:
Village Clerk, located
at 309 Main Street, PO
Box 789, Middleburgh,
NY 12122; at which
time bids will be pub-
licly opened and read
aloud for the Village
Hall – Interior & Exte-
rior Repairs Project.

No pre-bid confer-
ence will be held for
the Foundation Stabi-
lization Contract. Bids
for the Interiors/Exte-
rior repairs contract
were previously submit-
ted on March 24, 2023
and are currently under
review.

Bids will be received
for the Single Prime
Contract Project con-
sisting of the following
prime contracts which
covers the Village Hall
– Foundation Stabiliza-
tion & Interior/Exterior
Repairs:

Foundation Stabiliza-
tion Contract

Foundation Stabiliza-
tion & Repairs of the
Existing Village Hall
must be completed by
September 8, 2023. 

Contract Documents,
including Advertisement
For Bids, Information
For Bidders, Labor and
Employment, Additional
Instructions, Bid Doc-
uments, Agreement,
General Conditions,
General Requirements,
Specifications, Contract
Drawings and any Ad-
denda, may be exam-
ined at no expense on-
line at the following
website: https://de.bid-
dyhq.com or at the of-
fice of Delaware Engi-
neering, D.P.C., 28
Madison Ave Extension
Albany NY, 12203.

Digital copies of the
Contract Documents
may be obtained online
as a download for a
non-refundable fee of
One Hundred Dollars
($100.00) from the
website: https://de.bid-
dyhq.com. Complete
hardcopy sets of bid-
ding documents may be
obtained from REV, 330
Route 17A, Suite #2,
Goshen, NY 10924, Tel:

Services Offered
My services of vacuuming and rug sham-

pooing to Schoharie County Seniors. Apart-
ments only. Monday-Friday, Noon to 3:00
PM. $15 per room. 518-231-2359. 

SEEKING
CASH FOR RECORDS
VINYL RECORDS

WANTED! We'll buy your
Vinyl LPs for top $. Inter-
ested in full or partial col-
lections. CASH paid for
vinyl in good condition
dating from the 1950's to
the present. Call or email
Sounds Good: (845) 676-
6233 or soundsgood-
catskills@gmail.com.

ARKVILLE - Summer
helper, part time, week-
ends. Some heavy lifting
and porting. May - Octo-
ber. Call David (845) 586-
6287.

1-877-272-0216, upon
depositing the sum of
100.00 Dollars
($100.00) for each
combined set of docu-
ments. Checks or mon-
ey orders shall be made
payable to Delaware
Engineering, D.P.C.
Cash deposits will not
be accepted. Any Bidder
requiring documents to
be shipped shall make
arrangements with REV
and pay for all packag-
ing and shipping costs. 

Any Bidder who sub-
mitted completed Bid
Forms to the Village of
Middleburgh, upon re-
turning such set in good
condition within thirty
days following the
award of the contract
or rejection of the bids,
will be refunded his full
payment. Deposits will
not be refunded to any
non-bidder (including
material suppliers, sub-
contractors, or those
that provide quotes to
Bidders). Questions
should be sent to Cody
Messier, PE via email
at cmessier@delawa-
reengineering.com.

Please note that
https://de.biddyhq.com
is the designated loca-
tion and means for dis-
tributing and obtaining
all bid package infor-
mation. All Bidders are
urged to register to en-
sure receipt of all nec-
essary information in-
cluding bid addenda.
All bid addenda will be
transmitted to regis-
tered plan holders via
email and will be avail-
able at https://de.bid-
dyhq.com. Plan holders
who have paid for hard
copies of the bid docu-
ments will need to make
the determination if
hard copies of the ad-
denda are required for
their use, and coordi-
nate directly with REV
for hard copies of ad-
denda to be issued.
There will be no charge
for registered plan hold-
ers to obtain hard
copies of the bid ad-
denda. 

Each bid must be ac-
companied by security
in an amount not less
than five percent (5%)
of the amount of the
bid in the form and sub-
ject to the conditions
provided in the Infor-
mation for Bidders.  No
Bidder may withdraw
his bid within forty-five
(45) days after the ac-
tual date of opening
thereof.

This is an exempt
capital improvement
project, and Bidders
shall not include taxes
in the cost of materials
which are to be incor-
porated into the work,
and which are to be
separately sold by the
Contractor to the Vil-
lage of Middleburgh pri-
or to incorporation into
the work of the Con-
tract.

Bids may be held by
the Owner for a period
not to exceed forty-five
(45) days from the date
of the opening of Bid
for the purpose of re-
viewing the bids and
investigating the quali-
fications of the
bidder(s) and the sub-
sequent approval of the
bids and related docu-
ments by the Owner.
The Owner reserves the
right to reject any and
all bids, or waive any
informalities in the bid-
ding, without explana-
tion, and to select the
Bid, the acceptance of
which, in its judgement,
will best assure the ef-
ficient performance of
the work.

The contractors must
also be aware that they
must comply with the
most recent State wage
rates under New York
State Department of La-
b o r
(www.labor.state.ny.us).
In addition, the con-
tractor must comply, if
applicable, with Labor
Law 220, section 220-
h, which requires that
on all public work proj-
ects of at least
$250,000.00, all labor-
ers, workers and me-
chanics on the site be
certified as having suc-
cessfully completed the
OSHA 10-hour con-
struction safety and
health course. 

The right is reserved
to waive any informali-
ties in the Bid and to
reject any or all Bids.

Public Meeting No-
tice - Middleburgh

Library
A public hearing on

the Middleburgh Li-
brary Association Budg-
et will be held on April
19th, 2023, from
7:30PM to 8:00PM at
the Middleburgh Li-
brary. 

Legal notice of a
budget vote by paper
ballot is hereby given:
that a budget vote by
the qualified voters of
the Middleburgh Cen-
tral School District shall
be held on Tuesday,
May9th, 2023, between
the hours of 12:00 noon
and 8:00 PM at the Mid-
dleburgh Library, 323
Main Street, Middle-
burgh, New York. The
Proposition to be voted
on is as follows: SHALL
the Proposition be ap-
proved authorizing the
Middleburgh Central
School Board of Edu-
cation to levy taxes an-
nually in the sum of
$176,397.35 and pay
over such amount to
the trustees of the Mid-
dleburgh Library Asso-
ciation annually until
such authorization is
changed. AND FUR-
THER NOTICE IS
HEREBY GIVEN, that
a trustee vote will be
held to elect 2 (two)
trustees to the Board
of Trustees of the Mid-
dleburgh Library Asso-
ciation to serve for a
term of three years to
succeed Carolyn Foland
and Cora Forslund. Pe-
titions for Trustee seats
will be available on Feb-
ruary 21st, 2023 and
must be completed with
required signatures and
returned by March 21st,
2023 during normal li-
brary hours. 

FURTHER NOTICE
IS HEREBY GIVEN that
applications for absen-
tee ballots will be ob-
tainable between the
hours of 1:30 PM and
8:00 PM on Mondays,
10:00 AM and 8:00 PM
on Tuesdays, and Thurs-
days, 10:00am and 5:00
pm on Wednesdays and
9:00 AM and 2:00 PM
on Saturdays from the
Library Staff. Complet-
ed applications for ab-
sentee ballots must be
received by the library
at least seven (7) days
prior to the vote if the
ballot is to be mailed
to the voter, or the day
before election if the
ballot is to be hand de-
livered personally to the
voter. Absentee ballots
must be received by the
library staff no later
than 4:00 PM on May
8th, 2023. A list of all
persons to whom ab-
sentee ballots shall have
been issued will be
available at the library
between the hours men-
tioned above. Any qual-
ified voter may chal-
lenge the acceptance of
the ballot of any person
on such list, by making
his/her challenge and
reasons therefore
known to the Inspector
of Elections before the
close of the polls. 

AND FURTHER NO-
TICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN, that the qualified
voters of the Middle-
burgh Central School
District shall be entitled
to vote in said annual
vote. A qualified voter
is one who is 1) a citi-
zen of the United States
of America, 2) eighteen
years of age or older,
and 3) a resident within
the Middleburgh Cen-
tral School District for
a period of thirty (30)
days next preceding 

the annual vote. The
library may require all
persons offering to vote
at the budget vote to
provide one form of
proof of residency pur-
suant to Education Law,
Section 2018-C. Such
a form may include a
driver’s license, a non-
driver identification
card, a utility bill or a
voter registration card.
Upon offer of proof of
residency, the Library
may also require all per-
sons offering to vote to
provide their signature,
printed name and ad-
dress.

NOTICE OF PUB-
LIC HEARING,
BUDGET VOTE
AND ELECTION

JEFFERSON CEN-
TRAL SCHOOL DIS-

TRICT 
NOTICE IS HEREBY

GIVEN that a Public
Hearing of the qualified
voters of  the Jefferson
Central School District,
Towns of Jefferson,
Blenheim, Gilboa,
Harpersfield, Kortright
and Summit; Counties
of Schoharie and
Delaware, State of  New
York, will be held at the
Jefferson Central
School Cafetorium on
Monday, May  8, 2023
at 6:00 p.m., for the
presentation of the
budget document. 

AND FURTHER NO-
TICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that said budget
vote and  election will
be held on Tuesday, May
16, 2023 between the
hours of 12 noon and
8 p.m. prevailing time
at the Jefferson Central
School at which time
the polls will  be opened
to vote upon the fol-
lowing items: 

1. To adopt the an-
nual budget of the
School District for the
fiscal year 2023-2024
and to authorize the
requisite portion thereof
to be raised by taxation
on the taxable property
of the district. 

2. To authorize the
Board of Education to
purchase one (1) 35-
passenger school bus
at an estimated maxi-
mum cost of $97,000,
and one  (1) Chevrolet
Traverse at an estimated
maximum cost of
$43,000, all at an  esti-
mated maximum aggre-
gate cost of $140,000,
less trade-in value, if
any,  and that such
costs, or so much there-
of as may be necessary,
shall be  raised by the
levy of a tax to be col-
lected in annual install-
ments; and, in  antici-
pation of such tax, debt
obligations of the
school district as may
be necessary not to ex-
ceed $140,000 shall be
issued, or the School
District  may enter into
an installment purchase
contract if the Board
of Education  deter-
mines that it is in the
best interest of the
School District to fi-
nance the  purchase in
that method. 

3. Shall the following
resolution be adopted
to wit: 

Resolved that the
Board of Education of
the Jefferson Central
School  District is here-
by authorized to under-
take certain capital im-
provements consisting
of construction and im-
provements to the ex-
isting school building
and facilities,  various
site, athletic field and
parking lot improve-
ments, and the acqui-
sition of  certain original
furnishings, equipment,
and apparatus and oth-
er incidental  improve-
ments required in con-
nection therewith for
such construction and
school  use, all at an
estimated maximum ag-
gregate cost of
$5,000,000; and to  ap-
propriate and expend
from the existing capital
reserve fund $500,000
for such  costs, and that
the balance of such
cost, or so much thereof
as may be necessary,
shall be raised by the
levy of a tax to be col-
lected in annual install-
ments, with such  tax
to be offset by state aid
available therefor; and,
in anticipation of such
tax, debt  obligations
of the school district as
may be necessary not
to exceed $4,500,000
shall be issued.  

The School District,
acting as lead agency
under the State Envi-
ronmental  Quality Re-
view Act and the appli-
cable regulations prom-
ulgated thereunder
(“SEQRA”), has com-
pleted its environmental
review and, on March
21, 2023, has  duly is-
sued a negative decla-
ration and has deter-
mined that the imple-
mentation of  the un-
listed action as pro-
posed will not result in
any significant adverse
environmental impacts. 

4. To elect one mem-
ber to the Board of Ed-
ucation to a five-year
term last  held by Jes-
sica Hendrickson.  

NOTICE IS ALSO
GIVEN that a copy of
the statement of esti-
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DISABLED VET living in
Stamford is looking for

home health aid. Flexible
hours and days. Please call

(607) 652-2449.

CWC Annual Meeting Update
ARKVILLE - The Catskill

Watershed Corporation
(CWC) convened on April
4th, 2023, for its annual
meeting at its headquarters
in Arkville, New York. The
fifteen-member CWC board
of 12 elected local officials
and three appointed repre-
sentatives welcomed a stand-
ing room only crowd in-
cluding Rohit Aggarwala,
NYC Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection Com-
missioner,  and various rep-
resentatives from NYS De-
partment of Health, the US
Environmental Protection
Agency, NYS Department of
Environmental Conserva-
tion, and key stakeholders,
partners, and town super-
visors and village mayors
from across the New York
City Watershed West of the
Hudson River. 

The following CWC offi-
cers were elected: Tina Molé,
President; Rich Parete, First
Vice President; Innes
Kasanof, Second Vice-Pres-
ident; Christopher Mathews,
Third Vice-President; James
Eisel, Treasurer; and Alicia
Terry, Secretary. 

The CWC administers crit-
ical programs across the
West of Hudson Watershed,
which includes 39 towns
across five counties. CWC
programs protect and en-
hance both the economic
viability of watershed com-
munities and drinking water
for those within the water-
shed as well as NYC resi-
dents. Independent, locally
based and locally adminis-
tered, CWC programming
is made possible through
the cooperation and part-
nership of involved com-
munities, agencies, and
stakeholders. 

CWC Executive Director
Jason Merwin summarized
2022, which included a num-
ber of milestones and
achievements for CWC and
the watershed and a dra-
matic increase in participa-
tion levels across CWC pro-
grams:

17 low interest loans to
various businesses located
in Watershed towns were
approved under the Eco-
nomic Development Pro-
gram, totaling over $8.1
million. 

285 septic systems were
repaired or replaced, the
highest volume of repairs
in a decade, under the Septic
Rehabilitation and Replace-
ment Program.

667 property owners par-
ticipated in the Septic Main-
tenance Program which
once again had a record
year. The Flood Hazard Mit-
igation Implementation Pro-
gram approved funding to
assist property owners with
a number of flood protection
efforts and water quality
benefits while also approving
a $15 million renewal con-
tract with DEP to ensure
additional funding for future
projects. 

Nearly $158,000 in grants
were awarded to schools
and non-profit organizations
for watershed education
projects and programs in
NYC and across the water-
shed region. 

$2,501,629 was approved
in funding from the Future
Stormwater and MOA-145
Programs for costs to com-
ply with NYCDEP required
stormwater control and treat-
ment measures through the

West of Hudson Watershed
for a variety of projects.

$56,843 in funding from
the Stormwater Retrofit pro-
gram for stormwater BMPs
was approved.

Community outreach in-
cluded participation across
the watershed at a variety
of community events in-
cluding seminars and train-
ings, festivals and fairs, road-
side clean ups, and holiday
events among others.

As the largest unfiltered
water source in the U.S.,
the West of Hudson Water-
shed serves as an example
of cooperation, coalition and
compromise between stake-
holders that is known and

recognized internationally
by government and non-
governmental organizations. 

CWC programs continue
to evolve to meet the eco-
nomic and water protection
needs of our local watershed
communities. In 2022 CWC
announced the formation
of a special committee to
begin the task of evaluating
and monitoring community
sustainability within the West
of Hudson Watershed. CWC
President Tina Molé states,
“We will be looking at the
impacts the watershed has
had on our local communi-
ties as well as developing a
path forward to build sus-
tainable economies into wa-

tershed management for the
future. This is a critical com-
ponent of our long-term
growth and ability to con-
tinue the essential role as
watershed stewards. Com-
munity health is directly tied
to water quality stewardship
and is important to under-
stand the ability of commu-
nities to grow and evolve in
light of changes related to
the New York State objectives
to combat climate change.”

The 2022 Annual Meeting
Report and details about
each of our programs, board
members, and how to par-
ticipate or get involved in
CWC is available on our
website: cwconline.org. 

Bushel Opens New Exhibition
“Inside Voice” April 8

DELHI — Bushel is
pleased to present Inside
Voice, a two-person exhibi-
tion of paintings, drawings,
and collage by Saira
McLaren and Nancy Dia-
mond. This show brings to-
gether two artists whose
work is deeply informed by
their shared environment,
particularly the mountains
that in our Catskills region
are both around us and be-
neath us; as we view them,
we are in and among them
too. The exhibition runs
April 8–30, 2023, with an
opening reception on Sat-
urday, April 8, 3–5 pm. In
conjunction with the show,
on Friday, April 21, 7 pm,
Bushel will screen the film
noir Night of the Hunter
(1955, directed by Charles
Laughton), selected by

McLaren and Diamond for
Bushel’s monthly Commu-
nity Film Pick. The exhibi-
tion, opening reception, and
film screening are all free
and open to the public.
Bushel is located at 106
Main Street, ground floor,
in Delhi. 

Diamond and McLaren
each possess a highly de-
veloped language of vision
that reveals itself as equally
as a language of emotion
and experience. Nancy Di-
amond’s “exploratory” paint-
ings are grounded in ob-
servation—the cataloging
and collecting of visual in-
formation—but the resulting
imagery bears an indeter-
minate, hallucinatory quality
that seems to bend the rules
of macro- versus micro-vi-
sion, inviting an inward-

turning reception of what
the artist terms a “distinctly
sensitized” terrain. Saira
McLaren’s vivid canvases—
each one a view painted
through a window, from in-
doors—are not so much ab-
stracted landscapes as ac-
curate pictures of an instance
of apprehension, of an as-
sociative and affective mean-
ing that resists resolution,
providing, in the artist’s
words, “a response to the
culture of immediacy and
the fragmentation of time.”
Together, the paintings in
Inside Voice invite a renewed
curiosity toward our envi-
ronment and toward our
ways of seeing and inter-
preting it, aptly falling during
the time of year in which
the outside begins to call.

Sentencing In Criminal Contempt Case
DELHI – Brandin M. Van-

Tassel, 26, of Walton, New
York appeared in Delaware
County Court on April 3,
2023 for sentencing on his
conviction for Criminal Con-
tempt in the First Degree, a
Class E Felony.

The defendant had pre-
viously pleaded guilty to
Criminal Contempt in the
First Degree on February
27, 2023.  When the defen-
dant entered his guilty plea,
it was agreed that the de-
fendant would be sentenced
to 6 months’ incarceration
and 5 years’ probation su-
pervision. The basis for that
guilty plea was that the de-
fendant had contacted, via
phone, a party protected by

an order of protection. 
After entering his guilty

plea and being remanded
to the Delaware County Cor-
rection Facility, the Village
of Walton Police discovered
that the defendant continued
to try and make contact
with the protected party by
using the phone in the jail.
Walton Police obtained a
recording of the jail phone
calls, along with the call
records showing that the
defendant made multiple
phone calls to the protected
party in violation of the
order of protection. 

At the sentencing, Acting
Delaware County Court
Judge Gary A. Rosa in-
formed the parties that as a
result of the new conduct
the Court was not bound
by the original plea agree-
ment.  After hearing argu-
ments from the prosecution

and defense, Judge Rosa
sentenced the defendant to
the maximum legal sentence
of 1 and 1/3 to 4 years in
state prison.    

Acting District Attorney
Shawn Smith commended
Officers Kathryn Mitchell,
Zachary Finch and Logan
Wood of the Village of Wal-
ton Police Department for
their continual investigation
of this case which discovered
that the defendant continued
to disobey the order of pro-
tection- even after having
pleaded guilty to the charge.
Smith stated, “Everyone
should realize how important
it is to abide by a Court’s
order.  Intentionally disre-
garding an order of protec-
tion is a serious matter, and
the sentencing in this case
shows that a violation of an
order of protection will be
taken seriously.” 

Presentation: Unusual
Railroads of Upstate NY
Delaware County His-

torical Association - Sat-
urday, April 8 @ 2 pm

Join the Delaware
County Historical Asso-
ciation at 2pm on Satur-
day afternoon, April 8 for
a PowerPoint presentation
delivered by railroad his-
torian, and trustee of the

Greater Fleischmanns Mu-
seum of Memories, John
Duda. John will be high-
lighting the more unusual
railroads in our region.

Admission to the event
is free. For more infor-
mation, please call (607)
746-3849, or email:
dcha@delhi.net

LEGAL ADVERTISING
mated  expenses for the
ensuing year may be
obtained by any tax-
payer in the District
between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
beginning Tuesday, May
2, 2023. 

AND FURTHER NO-
TICE is given that peti-
tions nominating can-
didates for  the office
of the Board member
must be filed with the
District Clerk no later
than 5  p.m. on Monday,
April 17, 2023. Nomi-
nating petitions must
be directed to the 

Page 2 of 3 
District Clerk, must

be signed by at least
twenty-five qualified
voters of the district,
must state the name
and residence of the
candidate, and must de-
scribe the  specific va-
cancy for which the
candidate is nominated,
including at least the
term  of office and the
name of the last incum-
bent. Nominating peti-
tions are available at
the District Office dur-
ing the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. ex-
cluding weekends  and
holidays. 

AND FURTHER NO-
TICE is given that any
proposition that is re-
quired to be  included
for vote shall be sub-
mitted in writing by
means of a petition
signed by at  least 25
qualified voters, stating
the residence of each
signer, which proposi-

tion  shall be filed with
the Board of Education
by no later than 5 p.m.
on Monday, April  17,
2023. Any proposition
shall be rejected by the
Board of Education if
the  purpose of the
proposition is not with-
in the power of the vot-
ers or where the  ex-
penditure of monies is
required for the propo-
sition, and such propo-
sition fails to  include
the necessary specific
appropriation. 

AND FURTHER NO-
TICE is given that ap-
plications for absentee
ballots will  be obtain-
able from the District
Clerk between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m.  on weekdays.
Completed applications
must be received by the
District Clerk at  least
(7) seven days before
the election if the ballot
is to be mailed to the
voter, or  the day before
the election, if the ballot
is to be picked up per-
sonally by the voter.
Absentee ballots must
be received by the Dis-
trict Clerk no later than
5:00 p.m. on  May 16,
2023. 

A list of all persons
to whom absentee bal-
lots have been issued
will be  available for
inspection to qualified
voters of the District in
the office of the District
Clerk on each of the 5
days prior to the budget
vote on May 16, 2023,
between the  hours of

8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
on weekdays. Any qual-
ified voter present in
the  polling place may
object to the voting of
the ballot upon appro-
priate grounds for  mak-
ing his/her challenge
and the reasons there-
fore known to the Elec-
tion  Inspector before
the close of the polls. 

Dulcie Fowler 
District Clerk 
Jefferson Central

School District 
Dated: March 27,

2023
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUB-
LIC HEARING,
BUDGET VOTE
AND ELECTION
MIDDLEBURGH

CENTRAL SCHOOL
DISTRICT

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, that a public
hearing of the qualified
voters of Middleburgh
Central School District
will be held in the Jun-
ior/Senior High School
Library Information
Center 291 Main Street,
in the Village of Mid-
dleburgh, New York on
May 3, 2023, at 6:00
PM prevailing time, for
the presentation of the
2023-2024 budget for
Middleburgh Central
School District, and oth-
er business as may
come before the meet-
ing as is authorized by
Education Law.

FURTHER NOTICE
IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the Annual Meeting and
a vote, by voting ma-
chine, will be held on
Tuesday, May 16, 2023,
in the Junior/Senior
High School Gymnasi-

um Lobby, 291 Main
Street, in the Village of
Middleburgh, New York,
at which time the polls
will be open from Noon
until 9:00 PM, for vot-
ing on the following
items:

1. To adopt the an-
nual budget of the Mid-
dleburgh Central School
District for the fiscal
year 2023-2024 and to
authorize the requisite
portion thereof to be
raised by taxation on
the taxable property in
the District.

2. To elect one (1)
member to the Board
of Education to a three
(3) year term, com-
mencing on July 1,
2023, and expiring on
June 30, 2026, to suc-
ceed Scott VanKuren,
whose terms expire on
June 30, 2023.

3. To vote on the fol-
lowing propositions: 

PROPOSITION # 2:
Shall the Board of Ed-
ucation be authorized
to: (1) acquire school
buses and a vehicle at
a maximum cost of
$306,500; (2) expend
such sum for such pur-
pose; (3) levy the nec-
essary tax therefor (in-
cluding the levy of a
tax to pay the interest
on obligations when
due), to be levied and
collected in annual in-
stallments in such years
and in such amounts
as may be determined
by the Board of Educa-
tion taking into State
aid; and (4) in antici-
pation of the collection
Continued on Page
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because you take the risk
of being run over by some
large lady with a full cart, it
has happened to me on
more than one occasion.

Having picked a good
cart, you can now get down
to the business of the day,
visiting with all the folks
you run into that you know.
The market is a social center
for seniors, we wouldn’t get
to see each other if it weren’t
for our frequent trips to
the market.  The folks who
run the market, being good
business people, recognize
this, that’s why there are
bathrooms at the market.
I have gone into the market
for a loaf of bread and on a
good day, spent as much
as three hours before I was
back in the parking lot.

Make sure that you bring
your reading glasses, I
spend a lot of time there
reading labels and nutri-
tional information blocks.
In fact, I do more reading
there than in the Library.
Some products are really
entertaining, anything with
Paul Newman’s picture on
it usually has something
humorous on it and is worth
reading.  You can spend
hours reading over the la-
bels on just one item, like
bread.  There must be 50
different kinds of bread on
the shelves.   It’s fun trying
to find the product with the

least amount of salt or the
one that’s highest in fiber.
You can learn a lot about
geography too by trying to
figure out where some thing
came from.  The nutritional
information will teach you
a lot about chemistry too.
I’ve discovered several food
items that have no food at
all in them, being made en-
tirely of chemicals and
preservatives. 

Entertainment, educa-
tion, social interaction, nour-
ishment, free samples, air
conditioning and bath-
rooms, who needs more
than that for excitement?
An added plus is if you go
often enough you get to
know the cashiers and can
have a pleasant time chat-
ting while you’re cashing
out.

Out to the parking lot, a
quick trip home, put away
the morning purchases,
have a nice lunch and then
you can plan the afternoon
trip back to the market for
the items you forgot during
the morning trip.

Thought for the week—
Why do croutons come in
airtight packages?  Aren’t
they just stale bread to
begin with?

Until next week, may you
and yours be happy and
well.

Whittle12124@yahoo.co
m

When I was a younger
man, my leisure time was
filled to capacity with things
like white water rafting, car
racing, competing in a va-
riety of sports, hiking, vis-
iting museums and jour-
neying to new places.  Most
of my limited free time now
seems to be spent in the
super market.  It is a nec-
essary part of life and not
as stressful as some of my
previous activities.  

I usually start my day by
finishing my coffee and
planning my morning trip
to the market.  This involves
choosing an outfit, clean
socks and such.  I then
prowl the kitchen and make
a list of our needs and
wants.  I have a mental list
that I run down; milk, bread,
coffee, dog food, toilet tis-
sue, fruit, veggies, and meat.
I write down any that need
restocking and thus armed,
head off for the day.

I look at the market as a
daily adventure, which is
sad.  It doesn’t take a large
amount of gas to get there.
It’s a clean well lit place
that’s air conditioned.
There’s no admission fee.
It’s not hard to find a park-
ing place within an easy
day’s hike of the door.  The
door even opens by its self,
welcoming you in.  Once
inside, I spend some time
at the Cart Corral where
they park the grocery carts.
This is time well spent.  I
check the carts tires in par-
ticular, are they round and
do the wheels turn?  Does
it have the little plastic piece
that folds up to block off
the leg holes for little kids?
These are things that the
mature shopper notices,
having pushed carts with
flopping wheels, wheels with
flat spots or wheels that
would not turn and having
had cans and pieces of fruit
escape through the leg holes
and have to be pursued
down the aisle.  Retrieving
those objects on the floor
can put you at risk, never
bend over in the market

I hate writing editorials like this. While I enjoy celebrating what people like longtime
Davenport Supervisor Dennis Valente represent to our area, I also hate to lose them.

Dennis was among the first Delaware County officials I met after I purchased the
paper in early 2017. He was bright, thoughtful, and committed to the people of
Davenport and Delaware County. When he spoke, people listened.

His efforts and pursuit of the best interests of our area were always helpful. It's hard to
think of a legacy for anyone, but that's what I think of with Dennis.

It's hard to find people like Dennis Valente. I do count us lucky to have had him for as
long as we did.

- Matthew Avitabile
Publisher
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Our Friend Dennis Valente

Friends of Music Season to Open
STAMFORD - On Sun-

day, April 16, at 3PM,
Friends of Music of Stam-
ford NY’s 37th season
opens with a performance
by the Telegraph Quartet
at a new host venue for
the concert series: the
First Presbyterian Church
at 96 Main Street, Stam-
ford, NY. Admission is by
donation at the door; the
suggested donation is $12
per person, $6 for seniors
& students. There is no
charge for those under
age 13. Cash or check
only; no advance sales.
Reservations are encour-
aged, walk-ups welcome.
Masks are recommended.
C o n t a c t
FOMAdmin@friendsmu-
sic.org or (518) 918-8003
to reserve your space. 

The Telegraph Quartet
(Eric Chin and Joseph
Maile, violins; Pei-Ling Lin,
viola; Jeremiah Shaw, cel-
lo) will perform a dynamic
selection of standard
chamber music repertoire
and contemporary work
spanning three centuries,
featuring compositions by
Joseph Haydn, Ludwig van
Beethoven, and Gabriela
Lena Frank. Founded in
2013, the Telegraph Quar-
tet was awarded the pres-

tigious 2016 Walter W.
Naumburg Chamber Mu-
sic Award and the Grand
Prize at the 2014 Fischoff
Chamber Music Compe-
tition. The Quartet has
performed in concert halls,
music festivals, and aca-
demic institutions across
the United States and
abroad, including New
York City’s Carnegie Hall
and Lincoln Center, and
San Francisco’s Herbst
Theatre. The Quartet is
currently on the chamber
music faculty at the San
Francisco Conservatory
of Music as the Quartet-
in-Residence. 

Friends of Music of
Stamford, NY presents
nine performances each
season. Concerts start at
3PM on the 3rd Sunday
of each month from April
through November; the

Holiday Concert is on the
1st Sunday of December. 

Friends of Music 2023
Season Schedule: 

April 16: Telegraph
Quartet 

May 21: Pegasus: The
Orchestra (Eiko Kano, vi-
olin; Karen Hakobyan, pi-
ano; and guest artist
Sergey Antonov, cello) 

June 18: Andreas Klein,
piano 

July 16: Juilliard Jazz
Ensemble 

August 27*: Fenimore
Chamber Orchestra (*4th
Sunday)

September 17: Wynona
Wang, piano & Reed Tet-
zloff, piano October 15:
Delphi Trio 

November 19: Benedict
Kloeckner, cello & Danae
Doerken, piano December
3: Holiday Concert: Idith
Korman, piano 

LEGAL ADVERTISING
of such tax, issue bonds
and notes of the District
at one time or from
time to time in the prin-
cipal amount not to ex-
ceed $306,500?

PROPOSITION # 3:
SHALL the Board of
Education of the Mid-
dleburgh Central School
District Board of Edu-
cation be authorized to
fund the Repair Reserve
in the amount not to
exceed $200,000 from
(the 2022-23 unappro-
priated fund balance)
to be used for repairs
of capital improvements
or equipment, which re-
pairs are of a type not
recurring annually or
at shorter intervals?          

PROPOSITION # 4:
SHALL the Board of
Education of the Mid-
dleburgh Central School
District be authorized
to: (1) create a Capital
Reserve Fund for the
purpose of financing
the general improve-
ments, construction, re-
construction, renova-
tions or additions to
various School District,
buildings and grounds,
including site work and
the acquisition of orig-
inal furnishings, equip-
ment, machinery or ap-
paratus required for the
purpose for which such
buildings are to be
used; (2) said Capital
Reserve Fund not to

exceed the ultimate
amount of $4,000,000
plus interest earned;
(3) and annually deposit
into the Capital Reserve
Fund such portion of
the General Fund
and/or available unap-
propriated fund balance
as determined by the
Board of Education.
The probable duration
of the Capital Reserve
Fund is ten (10) years?

4. To transact such
other business as may
properly come before
the meeting pursuant
to the Education Law
of the State of New
York.

AND FURTHER NO-
TICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN, that the election
and budget vote shall
be by machine or ab-
sentee ballot. The hours
during which the polls
shall be kept open shall
be from Noon to 9:00
PM prevailing time or
for as long thereafter
as necessary to enable
qualified voters who are
in the polling place at
9:00 PM to cast their
ballots.

AND FURTHER NO-
TICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that a copy of the
statement of the
amount of money which
will be required to fund
the School District’s
budget for the 2023-
24 school year, exclu-

sive of public monies,
may be obtained by any
taxpayer in the District
during the fourteen
days immediately pre-
ceding the Annual Meet-
ing except Saturdays,
Sundays or holidays, at
District school buildings
between the hours of
9:00 AM and 4:00 PM.,
prevailing time and also
at said District Elec-
tion.

AND FURTHER NO-
TICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the qualified
voters of the School
District shall be entitled
to vote in said annual
vote and election. A
qualified voter is one
who is (1) a citizen of
the United States of
America, (2) eighteen
(18) years of age or
older, and (3) a resident
within the School Dis-
trict for a period of thir-
ty (30) days preceding
the annual vote and
election. The School
District may require all
persons offering to vote
at the budget vote and
election to provide one
form of proof of resi-
dency pursuant to Ed-
ucation Law section
2018-c. Such form may
include a driver’s li-
cense, a non-driver
identification card, a
utility bill, or a voter
registration card. Upon
offer of proof of resi-
dency, the School Dis-
trict may also require
all persons offering to
vote to provide their
signature, printed
name, and address.

AND FURTHER NO-
TICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN, that applications
for absentee ballots will
be obtainable during
school business hours
from the District Clerk;
completed applications
must be received by the
District Clerk at least
seven (7) days before
the election if the ballot
is to be mailed to the
voter, or the day before
the election if the ballot
is to be delivered per-
sonally to the voter. Ab-
sentee ballots must be
received by the District
Clerk no later than 5:00
PM, prevailing time, on
May 16, 2023.

A list of persons to
whom absentee ballots
are issued will be avail-
able for inspection to
qualified voters of the
District in the office of
the District Clerk on
and after May 11, 2023,
between the hours of
9:00 AM and 4:00 PM
on weekdays prior to
the day set for the an-
nual election and on
May 16, 2023, the day
set for the election. Any
qualified voter present
in the polling place may
object to the voting of
the ballot upon appro-
priate grounds for mak-
ing his/her challenge
and the reasons there-
fore known to the In-
spector of Election be-
fore the close of the
polls.

AND FURTHER NO-
TICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that petitions nom-
inating candidates for
the office of member
of the Board of Educa-
tion to fill one (1) ex-
pired term of three (3)
years, shall be filed with
the Clerk of the Mid-
dleburgh Central School
District at 291 Main
Street, Middleburgh
New York 12122, not
later than April 17,
2023, at 5:00 PM. Each
petition shall be direct-
ed to the Clerk of the
District and shall be
signed by at least twen-
ty-five (25) qualified
voters of the District,
and must state the full
name and residence of
the candidate. Nomi-
nating petitions may be
obtained from the Dis-
trict Clerk during reg-
ular school hours.

AND FURTHER NO-
TICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN, that pursuant to a
rule adopted by the
Board of Education in
accordance with Sec-
tions 2035 and 2008
of the Education law,
any referenda or propo-
sitions to amend the
budget, or otherwise to
be submitted for voting
at said vote and elec-
tion, must be filed with
the Board of Education
on or before April 17,
2023, at 5:00 PM, pre-
vailing time; must be
typed or printed in the
English language; must
be directed to the Clerk
of the School District;
must be signed by at
least twenty-five (25)
of the qualified voters
of the District; and must
state the name and res-
idence of each signer.
However, the School
Board will not entertain
or place before the vot-
ers any proposition if
its purpose is beyond
the power of the voters
or is illegal, or any
proposition requiring
the expenditure of mon-
eys which fails to in-
clude specific appropri-
ations for all such ex-
penditures required by
the proposition.

Kim Lawyer
District Clerk
Middleburgh Central

School District
Middleburgh, New

York



April 7, 2023 |  The Mountain Eagle

Office of
County Treasurer of Schoharie County
Mailing Address:
PO Box 9, Schoharie, NY  12157
Physical Address:
284 Main St., County Office Bldg., First Floor, Schoharie, NY  12157
Telephone: (518) 295-8386
Fax: (518) 295-8364

STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY COURT, SCHOHARIE COUNTY                                     
------------------------------------------------------------------------                   PETITION AND NOTICE
In the Matter of the Foreclosure of Tax Liens by OF FORECLOSURE OF
Proceeding In Rem pursuant to Article Eleven of TAX LIENS
the Real Property Tax Law by Schoharie County Index No. 2023-9
------------------------------------------------------------------------

The above-captioned proceeding is hereby commenced to enforce the payment of delinquent taxes or other lawful charges that have accumulated and
become liens against certain property.  The parcels to which this proceeding applies are identified on Schedules A and B of this Petition, which are annexed
hereto and made a part hereof.  This document serves both as a Petition of Foreclosure and a Notice of Foreclosure for purposes of this proceeding. 

Effect of filing:  All persons having or claiming to have an interest in the real property described in this petition are hereby notified that the filing of
this petition constitutes the commencement by the Tax District of a proceeding in the court specified in the caption above to foreclose each of the tax liens
therein described by a foreclosure proceeding in rem.

Nature of proceeding:  This proceeding is brought against the real property only and is to foreclose the tax liens described in this petition.  No
personal judgment will be entered herein for such taxes or other legal charges or any part thereof.

Persons affected:  This notice is directed to all persons owning or having or claiming to have an interest in the real property described in this
petition.  Such persons are hereby notified further that a duplicate of this petition has been filed in the office of the Schoharie County Treasurer who is the
Enforcing Officer of the Tax District and will remain open for public inspection up to and including the date specified below as the last day for redemption.

Right of redemption:  Any person having or claiming to have an interest in any such real property and the legal right thereto may on or before said
date redeem the same by paying the amount of all such unpaid tax liens thereon, including all interest and penalties and other legal charges which are
included in the lien against such real property, computed to and including the date of redemption.  Such payments shall be made to the Schoharie County
Treasurer, Post Office Box 9, Schoharie, New York 12157.  In the event that such taxes are paid by a person other than the record owner of such real
property, the person so paying shall be entitled to have the tax liens affected thereby satisfied of record.

Last day for redemption:  The last day for redemption is hereby fixed as the 31st         day of July, 2023.

Service of answer:  Every person having any right, title or interest in or lien upon any parcel of real property described in this petition may serve a
duly verified answer upon the attorney for the Tax District setting forth in detail the nature and amount of his or her interest and any defense or objection
to the foreclosure.  Such answer must be filed in the Office of the County Clerk and served upon the attorney for the Tax District on or before the date
above mentioned as the last day for redemption.

Failure to redeem or answer:  In the event of failure to redeem or answer by any person having the right to redeem or answer, such person shall be
forever barred and foreclosed of all his or her right, title and interest and equity of redemption in and to the parcel described in this petition and a judgment
in foreclosure may be taken by default.

Dated:  February 15, 2023 Enforcing Officer:
Mary Ann Wollaber-Bryan
Schoharie County Treasurer

State of New York )
County of Schoharie ) ss

I, Mary Ann Wollaber-Bryan, being duly sworn, depose and say: I am the Enforcing Officer for the County of Schoharie.  I have read this Petition
that I have signed, and I am familiar with its contents.  The contents of this Petition are true to the best of my knowledge, based upon the records of the
Schoharie County Treasurer’s Office.  I do not know of any errors or omissions in this Petition.

__________________________________
Signed by: Mary Ann Wollaber-Bryan

Schoharie County Treasurer

Sworn before me this 15th
Day of February, 2023.

__________________________________
Michelle L. Gaida, Notary Public

Attorney for Tax District: Michael West, County Attorney
2668 State Route 7
Cobleskill, New York 12043
Telephone (518) 296-8844



The Mountain Eagle |  April 7, 2023D6



April 7, 2023 |  The Mountain Eagle
D7

Spring & Summer
Are Almost Here!

Don’t waste your 
time cutting grass!

CALL ME!

Tommy
(607) 538-9986
Free Estimates

MRB Group Economic and Fiscal Analysis Reveals Impacts for Proposed 
Highbridge Route 30A Development Project

SCHOHARIE - The MRB
Group’s Economic and Fis-
cal Analysis was presented
at the Town of Schoharie
Planning Board public hear-
ing on March 21, 2023, and
offers key insights into the
potential impacts of the pro-
posed Highbridge Route 30A
development. This report is
now available for the public
to review on the Town of
Schoharie’s website and at
www.seecny.org/highbridge. 

Industry and regional data
have been used in the MRB
Group analysis to create a
conservative job estimate
and related tax benefits of
the economic and fiscal im-
pacts for Schoharie County,
the Town of Schoharie and
Schoharie Central School
District. While the Times
Journal and SEEC previously
reported industry data-
sourced estimates at 640
and 500 jobs, respectively,
the MRB Group report has
refined this estimate to 475.
To help the public with ac-
cessing information about
the proposed development,
SEEC created an easy to
navigate webpage that the
public can view at www.seec-
ny.org/highbridge. The in-
formation on the webpage
has been updated to reflect
the data of the MRB Group
analysis. 

Anticipated real property

tax impacts may be signifi-
cant. MRB Group compared
payments at the current va-
cant property value to the
value over the course of the
development with the pro-
posed Payment In Lieu of
Tax (PILOT) agreement. At
the assessed property value
for the vacant 48-acre lot,
the anticipated real property
tax revenue would be
$236,065 over fifteen years.
Over that same fifteen-year
period and with a PILOT
agreement in place, the real
property tax collected would
total over $7.5 million (see
Figure 1), an increase of
more than $7.3 million. Ad-
ditionally, the Town of
Schoharie will receive over
$400,000 in water/sewer
fees over the 15-year period
that was analyzed. The cur-
rent fee from the site is $0. 

The MRB Group analysis
also considered the annual
payroll once operational.
The report estimates the
annual payroll will total over
$14.4 million and antici-
pated an increase in spend-
ing in the Town and Village
during and after construc-
tion. Bob Stevenot owner
of El Taco Shack comment-
ed, “With the number of
employees anticipated
through the project there is
going to be an increase in
traffic in the village, espe-

cially for the eateries on
Main Street that are only a
five-minute drive from the
site. We need more people
spending money in
Schoharie, so to me this is
a chance not just for my
business to grow, but also
to help ease the tax burden
for residents like me.”

In addition to addressing
these economic impacts,
Highbridge Development
has been working to resolve
the concerns of the Town
and of the community. Three
key concerns have been the
landscaping, façade and
idling trucks. Revised site
renderings were presented
and are available to view at
www.seecny.org/highbrigde.
Highbridge is also working
with the Town’s preferred
landscaping professional,
Floyd Guernsey, to put to-
gether a revised screening
and landscaping plan. An-
other main concern noted
by the public, particularly
at the public hearing, is the
idling of trucks. Highbridge
CEO, John Roth, offered
multiple methods of ad-
dressing this issue. Firstly,
it is against New York State
law to allow trucks to idle,
so law enforcement may be
called. To pre-empt law en-
forcement, Highbridge De-
velopment plans to use their
role as developer and prop-
erty managers to instill
measures that further man-
age the potential idling. Roth
noted at the recent public
hearing that they will shape
the lease agreement to ad-
dress the idling concern
and make it the responsi-
bility of the tenant to enforce
this. Tenants will also be
required to offer a driver
lounge to incentivize drivers
to turn their trucks off. As
property managers, High-
bridge will have the authority
to enforce these require-
ments with their tenants to
ensure they are respecting
both New York State law
and the surrounding com-
munity. 

At the Zoning Board of
Appeals meeting on April
3, 2023, two residents spoke
in opposition. Each repre-

sentative read aloud their
rationale for not allowing a
10’ Area Variance for the
requested roof height to
reach 45’ which would allow
a 36’ clear span inside that
facility to accommodate the
modern-day racking systems
in addition to the recognized
height needed for the
rooftop mechanicals. The
Town of Schoharie Coun-
cilwoman also expressed
her desire for the ZBA to
honor the Town’s Compre-
hensive Plan, Land Use Law
and restrict the use of Area
Variances. The Comprehen-

sive Plan was adopted in
1997, revisited in 2014, and
updated Land Use Laws
were adopted in 20151.
Less than 15 years ago,
with the assistance of a pro-
fessional consultant, the
Town Board reviewed and
considered comments re-
ceived from the public, the
Town Planning Board and
the Schoharie County Plan-
ning and Development de-
partment, to make changes
to the local Land Use Law.
Those updates did not ad-
dress nor further restrict
warehouse development in
the commercially-zoned dis-

trict near I-88 exit 23. A
warehouse development
remains legal with a Site
Plan Review and Special
Use Permit. In New York
State, local Zoning Boards
of Appeal have reviewed
and allowed Area Variances
since the early 20th cen-
tury2.

The public is encouraged
to learn more about the
project at
www.seecny.org/highbridge
and share their comments
with the Planning Board.
The public hearing will re-
main open until April 18. 

Inaugural Walk and Run 
in West Kill

WEST KILL -On Sun-
day April 16th between
10:00 AM and 11:30 there
will be an inaugural non-
competitive run and hike
on Bonnie’s Trails in West
Kill. Bonnie’s Trails are
across the street from
745 South Beech Ridge
Road.  Bonnie’s Trails,
named for the beloved lo-
cal community activist
Bonnie Blader, are a series
of paths on relatively even
ground which were re-
cently completed and
marked. We will hand out
cookies, bananas, water
and trail maps that morn-

ing. Once the run/hike is
complete, everyone will
be encouraged to go to
the West Kill/ Lexington
Community Hall 141
Spruceton Eoad in West
Killl for the annual deli-
cious Maple Brunch
which is open from 10
AM to 1 PM.

Bonnie’s Trails, with a
little overlap, are between
3 and 4 miles of foot
paths which afford beau-
tiful views of Spruceton
valley, cross meadows,
and meander through
new growth and pine
forests. They are used

for cross country skiing,
snowshoeing, hiking and
running.

On October 14th,
2023 there will be a ded-
ication ceremony in
commemoration of Bon-
nie Blader. Stay tuned
for more details.

Bonnie’s Trails are a
joint project of New York
City Department of En-
vironmental Protection,
The Town of Lexington,
Greene County Soil and
Water, and the Lexington
Hiking Club. For more
information write to ben-
nettwine@gmail.com.
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Duanesburg Tops Schoharie

Schoharie third basewoman Arabella Donzelli gets the throw, but is unable to stop
Duanesburg’s Shannon Zink from stealing the base during Monday’s game.

A Duanesburg runner safe at second base, Schoharie short stop Amanda
Stalker throws to her sister Kate Stalker to try for the runner on her way to

first.
Photos by Scott Keidong.

Schoharie pitcher Alaina Martin fields the ball and winds up for a throw to
first base in time to get the batter out. 

Sliding safely into a stolen second base, Schoharie’s Briana Repsche
reaches the bag before the ball gets to Duanesburg short stop Mollie Welch.

Repsche then stole third, but was left on base at the end of the inning.

Schoharie pitcher Alaina Martin fields a hit and winds up to the throw the
ball to first basewoman Kate Stalker, forcing another batter out

On one knee and straddling a loose ball, Schoharie third basewoman Ara-
bella Donzelli slides safely into second base with a double

Building Bridges and Linking Communities Through Outdoor Recreation
“We are building bridges, literally and figuratively, that
connect our communities in the bustling northern Catskills,
just like the old railroads did.”  The town was awarded two
DEC Smart Growth grants for the HRT system.  New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) Region 4 Director Anthony Luisi said, “DEC is
proud to once again partner with the town of Hunter,
Greene County, and other local environmental leaders to
complete this phase of the exciting and ever-growing
Hunter Regional Trails system.”  

The history of the HBRT goes way beyond turning a
rail bed into a community trail.  At the west end of the
trail, there used to be a summer camp for people with dis-
abilities, Camp Jened.  In 2021, the Mountain Top
Historical Society spearheaded the installation of a com-
memorative plaque at this site to honor the hard fought
battles a group of campers and counselors started in
1977.  Their struggles for equality, inspired by the camp
experience, laid the groundwork for the national disability
rights movement that is embodied in the Americans with
Disabilities Act.  It has been the HATC’s vision from the
start to create an accessible trail in the spirit of Camp
Jened.  Exciting news will be shared on April 22, 2023 re-
garding upgrading the trail to meet ADA requirements!  

For more information about the Hunter Regional Trails
and HBRT bridge dedication and opening on April 22,
2023 at 1pm, visit https://townofhuntergov.com/kaater-
skill-rail-trail/, call the GCSWCD Watershed Assistance
Program office at 518-589-6871, or email michelle@gc-
swcd.com.  Hope to see you there!!   

All aboard!!  The Hunter Area Trail Coalition (HATC) is
pleased to announce the newest addition to the Hunter
Regional Trails (HRT) outdoor recreation network – an
11-mile trail corridor connecting Kaaterskill Falls to the
Village of Hunter.  

The Hunter Branch Rail Trail (HBRT) is just under a
mile in length on the former Hunter Branch of the Stony
Clove and Catskill Mountain Railroad, which was discon-
tinued in 1939.  The property is owned by NYC Department
of Environmental Protection, which issued the town a
land use permit to open the trail.

This section includes the installation of a 90 foot long,

prefabricated truss pedestrian bridge where the railroad
was once carried over a small Schoharie Creek tributary –
to that end, a section of the original stone abutments has
been left in place for visitors to appreciate the efforts of
early railroad workers.  

The HBRT can be accessed from Clove Road off Route
214 in the Town of Hunter.  The out and back trail from
Clove Road is 1.5 miles.  Not far from the pedestrian
bridge, the trail abuts a section of the Schoharie Creek,
which flows northwest through Hunter, Jewett, Lexington
and Prattsville into the Schoharie reservoir.  The melodic
sound of the stream soon fades as the trail continues
through a mixed deciduous, hemlock forest offering quiet
solitude before reaching Ski Bowl Road.  

The trail coalition was successful raising the funds for
engineering services and construction and installation of
the pedestrian truss bridge.  Funding sources that captured
the HRT vision include the NYS Department of Environ-
mental Conservation Smart Growth Program, Greene
Co. Soil and Water Conservation District Stream Manage-
ment Implementation Program, and matching private do-
nations (Hunter Mountain, Scribner’s Catskill Lodge,
Hunter Foundation, Inc., and the Luke Patterson memorial
fund).  Representatives of the organizations and funders
will be on hand for a bridge dedication on 

Saturday, April 22, 2023 at 1:00PM, which is also
Celebrate Trails Day and Earth Day.

“The community and agencies have been amazingly
supportive of the Hunter trail network vision,” noted
David Kukle of the HATC and Hunter Town Councilman.
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By Brian Sweeney
MARGARETVILLE — 

A remote cabin outside 
of Margaretville was de-
stroyed by fire on Sun-
day morning, April 2. 

Margaretville Fire 
Chief Nelson Delameter 
said his department, 
along with the Halcotts-
ville Fire Department, 
as part of a pre-planned 
mutual aid, were called 
out at approximately 
11:45 a.m. to investi-
gate the sighting of a 
large column of black 
smoke emanating from 
the area of East Hubbell 
Hill, Margaretville.  

Chief Delameter de-
termined that the smoke 
was coming from a re-
mote area of Sprague 
Road. After several at-
tempts to determine the 
source of the smoke, 1st 
Assistant Chief Alan Ga-
vette located the re-
mains of a small cabin 
at the end of the road. 
The cabin had been 
consumed by fire.  

The Margaretville 
Fire Chief reported that, 

due to the remote ac-
cess needed to reach 
the scene, volunteers 
responded to the scene 
with their 4x4 pickup 
brush truck to extin-
guish the remaining hot 
spots to ensure that the 
dry leaves didn’t ignite.  

The cabin was owned 
by Kevin Cancellier of 
Blue Point. Chief Dela-
meter said the cause of 
the fire remained unde-
termined as of Monday. 
He said the owner had 
been at the residence 
over the weekend and 
had built a fire in the 
fireplace. He said the 
cabin was only about 
15-by-15-feet and 
would have been de-
stroyed very quickly.  

All fire units were 
back in service at 3:30 
p.m. The Margaretville 
Fire Department  was 
assisted by Roxbury 
Constable, Steve Wil-
liamson, New York State 
Police, and a NYS De-
partment of Environ-
mental Conservation 
Department officer.  

Remote Margaretville Cabin Leveled By Fire

A small cabin off Sprague Road, Margaret-
ville was destroyed by a fire that broke out on 

the morning of Sunday, April 2. — Contributed 
photo

By Mary A. Crisafulli
    A legal challenge to 
the residency of absen-
tee voters who cast bal-
lots in the March 21 
Village of Fleischmanns 
election got underway 
this week with two full 
days in Delhi at State 
Supreme Court. 
   The testimony regard-
ing allegations of illegal 
voting registration in 
the Village of Fleisch-
manns began on Mon-
day, Apr. 3, starting with 
former Village Trustee 
Dan Halpren, who tes-
tified regarding his affi-
davits the 2022 
elections in which simi-
lar allegations of illegal 
registrations were 
charged.  
    According to Mr. Hal-
pren, several of the 
homes which individ-
uals registered as pri-
mary residences appear 
to be summer dwellings 

and rental properties. 
After over half-a-day of 
testimony where Mr. 
Halpren reviewed rea-
sons why he questioned 
the residency of many 
of the voters in the 
2022 election. Presid-
ing Delaware County 
Brian Burns ultimately 
informed the court that 
future testimonials 
should be focused on 
the 2023 election. 
  Trustee candidate 
Todd Pascarella also 
testified on Monday re-
garding his investiga-
tion into voter 
registrations. As 
requests came in for ab-
sentee ballots in the 
2023 election, Mr. Pas-
carella testified that 
several claimed res-
idencies appeared to be 
summer dwellings and 
rental properties, with 
multiple individuals reg-
istered at each home.  
    He further stated that 
approximately 24 of the 
60 purged voter reg-
istrations in the 2022 
election were re-reg-

istered under different 
addresses for 2023. 
During Mr. Pascarella's 
investigation, he said he 
requested water reports 
from questioned res-
idencies which were re-
viewed. Mr. Pascarella's 
testimony stated these 
residencies follow a 
general trend of water 
use during the third 
quarter, which is the 
summer months, and a 
significant decrease in 
use to no use during the 
remainder of the year. 

Investigator testifies
    The case continued 
Tuesday, April 4, with 
Delaware County Sher-
iff’s Department Senior 
Investigator Chris-
topher Erwin taking the 
stand. He is responsible 
for investigating the 
residency of everyone 
in question. His investi-
gation is still pending 
completion, he ex-
plained.   
   After reviewing sev-
eral of the voter reg-
istration cases, it was 

determined by Judge 
Burns and the attorneys 
that Investigator Erwin 
would develop a report 
on each registration to 
submit to the court as 
evidence to preserve 
court time. He may tes-
tify again once the sum-
maries are completed. 
    Village resident Vicky 
Szerko testified on 
Tuesday regarding a 
conversation she had 
with Avi Mendlovic, 
property owner of one 
of the dwellings in 
which individuals who 
submitted absentee bal-
lots had claimed as their 
residences. Ms. Szerko 
testified that Mr. Mend-
lovic stated, following 
the 2022 election, that 
it doesn't matter how 
many voters were 
purged, that he will reg-
ister another 100 or 
whatever it might take. 
    Another resident Bill 
Birns was called to the 
stand on Tuesday and 
provided testimony on 
village proceedings and 
background infor-

mation. Following this 
week’s court proceed-
ings, the case was ad-
journed until April 17 at 
9 a.m. 
    Commenting on pro-
ceedings, Mr. Pascarella 
told The Catskills 
Chronicle, "There is 
still potential for many 
days of hearings.” He 
noted that each of the 
81 voters has the op-
portunity to testify and 
all have been subpoe-
naed by the court. 

Conference planned
   The attorneys for the 
Plaintiffs (Mayoral can-
didate Elizabeth 
Hughes, and Trustee 
candidates Mr. Pasca-
rella and Yvonne 
Reuter) and Respon-
dents (Village Clerk 
Diane Rossman and the 
Delaware County Board 
of Election as official 
certifiers, and Mayoral 
candidate Sam Gil and 
Trustee candidate Ste-
wart Cohen) will confer-
ence with Judge Burns 
prior to April 17 to 

schedule and organize 
testimonies of the 
voters, dependent on 
response to the subpoe-
nas. 
    Until Judge Burns 
rules on the case, the 
village is left with no de-
clared winners until 
after the proceedings. 
Current Trustees Gil 
and Cohen will remain 
in office until Judge 
Burns determines a 
final decision. Mayor 
Winifred Zubin will also 
remain in office until 
court proceedings are 
completed. 
   A similar challenge 
raised after the 2022 
village election was dis-
missed since the ballots 
were challenged follow-
ing the certification of 
election results. To 
properly challenge bal-
lots, they need to re-
main sealed as they 
were following this 
year’s election, Mr. Pas-
carella explained.  
The petitioners alleged 
that the ballots were 
continued on E4

Fleischmanns Election Challenge Hearing Underway
Case To Resume 
With Testimony 
In Delhi April 17
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Full
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ake OutTaT
Dine In

ues 4-10 pmOpen Fri.-T

thing made FRESH in-houseytEvery
xican FoodMecAuthentic

966 Main St, Fleischmaanns • 845 254-4966

Indoor & Outdoor Seating + Takeout
Fri. & Sat. 4-9pm, Sun. 4-8pm 

302 Main St., Pine Hill 845 254-3113 • titobanditos.com

NEW MENU   
NEW BAR  
+ KITCHEN 

TEAM

TAVERN TAVERN 
FAVORITES FAVORITES 

ALL WEEKENDALL WEEKEND
 Deck Dining 

Indoor Seating  
Takeout

Full Bar, New Menu 
Dine in or Takeout  

Open at 3 pm 
Tuesday through Sunday

110 Main Street, Andes 
theandeshotel.com  

845-676-4408

LUNCH: 
1-4 PM SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 

DINNER: 
THURSDAY AND SUNDAY 4-8 PM 

              FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 4-8:30 PM

746 Main St., Margaretville • 845 586-4882 • binnekill.com 

What’s Cooking!What’s Cooking!

ADVERTISE
YOUR Restaurant 

Call  Gretchen  Balcom
at 845 586-6192  
or 607 435-0795

Fine Wine, Beer, Cocktails & Food 
Open Thursday to Sunday

850 Main Street, Margaretville  
www.zadasbar.com 

contact: zadasbar@gmail.com

By Brian Sweeney 
BLOOMVILLE —‚ 

Bloomville resident, 
and former Catskill 
Mountain News pub-
lisher Dick Sanford, has 
been a hobby maple 
syrup maker for as long 
as he can remember.  

“I grew up on Walnut 
Street in Margaretville 
and every spring a mot-
ley assortment of kids 
would gather in the 
back yard of our home 
and boil sap over an 
open wood fire,” Dick 
told The Mountain 
Eagle.  

“We had a hand brace 
and bit and would tap 
trees up and down Wal-
nut Street and then 
carry sap in some kind 
of bucket back home 
where we would add it a 
little bit at a time into 
what I remembered was 
an old clam steamer. It’s 
funny, but what I don’t 
remember is eating any 
of it. The fun was out-
side.”  

Dick went on to say, 
“With all the kids 
around, poking wha-
tever wood we could 

find into the fire and 
standing over the pan, 
with runny noses, 
smelling the boiling 
sap, my guess is that 
my father dumped wha-
tever we made when we 
were not looking. But it 
was great fun and we 
did learn the basics of 
making maple syrup.” 

Today, Dick is still a 
hobby producer who 
loves making syrup.  

“It’s a great hobby,” 
he said. “It’s a wonder-
ful season divider, when 
you start it’s the tail end 
of winter and when you 
finish the trees bud and 
it’s spring. It’s reason-
ably easy to make more 
than you can use. I use 
it as gifts all year and 
most people really like 
it.”  

Like old times
A traditionalist, Dick 

still uses a flat pan, as 
opposed to a more so-
phisticated evaporator. 
“I have a stainless-steel 
pan that the late Bill 
Bode of Arkville made 
for me,” he explained. 
“It’s 33 inches by 35 
inches and six inches 
deep. 

In one concession 
he’s made over the 
years, Dick now uses LP 
gas instead of wood as 

a heat source. He con-
ceded that, with age 
he’s gotten a bit lazy 
and it’s nice to be able 
to tune it on and off. 
While the gas is more 
expensive than wood, 
Dick pointed out that 
the advent of small-
scale reverse osmosis 
(RO) technology has 
made it affordable. He 
said it costs about $15 
to make a gallon of 
syrup using LP gas as 
long as he concentrates 
sap to five or six per-
cent sugar before  be-
ginning boiling. 

How sweet it is
Dick explained, “The 

sugar content of aver-
age sap is about two 
percent and at two per-
cent you need 43 gal-
lons of sap to make one 
gallon of syrup. But if 
you concentrate that 
sap to six percent sugar 
using a RO, you only 
need 14.3 gallons of 
sap to make a gallon of 
syrup. The RO technol-
ogy has revolutionized 
making maple syrup.”  

Dick is calling this 
season a banner year. 
He tapped on February 
7 during a warm spell 
and the sap ran for 
three straight days and 
continued running well 

for the entire season. 
Dick said he usually 
makes 10 or 12 gallons, 
but this year he gave up 
after 20 when he lost in-
terest.  

“I use it myself and 
give the rest away to 
family and friends. But 
I’m running out of 
friends to give it to,”  he 
joked.  

He noted that syrup 
tends to get darker as 
the season progresses 

and the last batch he 
made was really dark 
and that’s when he quit. 

Dick said it was a 
good year in both quan-
tity and quality. He 
usually has about 60 
taps in the woods and 
had all the sap he could 
manage.  

He reported that the 
average sugar content 
was two-and-a-quarter 
to two-and-a-half per-
cent and he had one 

nice run early in the 
season that was over 
three-percent sugar.  

“I pulled my taps and 
picked up the buckets 
two weeks ago but 
many of the serious 
producers in the region 
are still boiling. I’ve 
made syrup for more 
than 40 years here at 
home and I’m pretty 
sure this was the best 
season I ever had,” Dick 
added.    

Hobby Maple Syrup Producer Enjoyed Sweetest Season
Dick Sanford 
Has Enjoyed 
Making Syrup 

Since Childhood

Dick Sanford got his first taste of maple syrup production growing up 
in Margaretville. He’s pictured 70 years ago with Pete Haines.

DELHI — The Delaware County 
Chamber of Commerce and 
GrowthWheel, a Delaware County 
based business and a premier 
world-wide trainer of business 
planning professionals, have part-
nered to deliver online resources 
to help businesses grow.  

Through the Delaware County 
Chamber Academy, users can ac-
cess on-demand courses covering 
essential entrepreneur skills. 

Users are encouraged to start by 
completing a free business assess-
ment. This workshop introduces 
the GrowthWheel framework that 
considers twenty aspects of a busi-
ness and participants receive a 

customized assessment tool, work-
sheets with key decisions, and a 
30-60-90 day plan to keep them on 
track. 

Courses are self-paced and take 
one to three hours to complete. 
The cost of each program is $95 
and Delaware County Chamber 
members receive a 50% discount 
on each course. Topics include 
customer relations, business con-
cepts, marketing practices, and 
others.  

Visit: delawarecounty.org to 
start the registration process. 

Use the discount code "DelCo-
Chamber"to receive your Chamber 
member discount!

Chamber Launches Online Academy
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Getting Out There
By Peter Manning  

Overlook Mountain
Us hiker types are susceptible to such habit-

forming conditions as peak bagging, thru-hiking 
long distance trails, fire tower challenges, and 
related collection-oriented pursuits. Just when 
you think you’re safe from the next self-inflicted 
assignment, somebody will be there to nudge 
you off the tailgate. And you’re only too happy 
to oblige, like a youthful English Springer Span-
iel waiting for the next frisbee toss. 

Aware of the Catskills All Trails Challenge 
(hike all the trails in the Catskill Park) but not 
on a mission to complete it, I was flushed out by 
my friend Chris Olney, who travels from the 
Finger Lakes to complete all the trails. It turns 
out we each needed to hike some trails in the 
Western Catskills to move closer to completing 
this exercise. The Challenge was set up by our 
friend Wendell George of the Catskill Mountain 
Club.  

Although Chris and I had known each other 
for many years, we ashamedly had never gone 
on a hike together; and we can thank Wendell 
for winding our cranks. And just in case the avid 
hiker needed any further convincing, the Chal-
lenge description asks “How well do you know 
the Catskills?” It goes on to say that many hikers 
are aware of all the trails (upwards of 350 miles 
worth) but most never get around to all of them. 
How true. And yes, we didn’t know what we’re 
missing.  

Setting our goal
We targeted the 6.35 section of trails that tra-

verse a good-sized chunk of the Delaware Wild 
Forest. Beginning at Cat Hollow (State Route 
206/ Delaware County Highway 7), we would 
hike east to Holiday Brook Road. As an encore, 
if we were up for it, we’d leapfrog the first car 
and hike the 2.4-mile section of the Campbell 
Mountain Trail leading back to Cat Hollow.  

As soon as we stepped off the road to begin 
climbing Brock Mountain, we had to scan the 
trees ahead to locate the first marker, as the trail 
was rather faint. This pattern would continue for 
much of the day, as we instinctively tossed man-
ageable-sized limbs off the lightly trafficked 
trail. Easily upstaged by the higher summits in 
the eastern section of the Park, these quiet 
corners of the Catskills are obviously over-
looked and they await discovery.  

Looking at the shape of the Park on a map, it 
narrows considerably in this western section. 
With the two east-west lines looking like they’re 
going to converge, the Park’s western boundary 
ends abruptly with a straight north-south bound-
ary at the Colchester-Hancock town line. This is 
my chance to quiz Chris about any backstories 
he’s aware in the demarcation of the Catskill 
Park. After all, Chris co-authored (with Norman 
Van Valkenburgh) The Catskill Park: Inside the 
Blue Line back in 2004, the 100th anniversary 
of the Park.  

Notes were lacking
Were there any notes from meetings or anec-

dotal accounts of how the boundary was arrived 
at? Not exactly, it was likely drawn on maps in 
an office by staff in the then Conservation De-
partment, surmises Chris. However, he notes, 
the prodigious body of research developed by 
Van Valkenburgh may still harbor further tidbits. 
Van Van Valkenburgh’s detailed history portion 
of the book recounts the fascinating history of 
the Park and holds many surprises.  

In the big picture, the Park was created for 
primary purpose of focusing state land acqui-
sition within the blue line boundary. The state 
lands acquired within the line are part of the 
constitutionally protected “forever wild” forest 
preserve lands. Interestingly, there are forest 
preserve lands in Delaware County outside the 
blue line today. This hints at the twists and turns 
that influenced the boundary over time, al-
though the final location of this boundary is 
“largely a curious fact of history,” Chris writes.  

Continuing up Brock Mountain, we discover 
an abandoned car from the 1930s at the site of 

an old quarry. Though we’re packing snowshoes 
and micro-spikes, we don’t need them since the 
early April rains have enabled the receding 
snowpack to be quite walkable. With no open 
ledges along this portion of the hike, it’s best 
tackled when the trees are bare.  

Soon we encounter spruce forests and then a 
major abandoned roadway that whispers 
strongly of yesteryear. Its stone-walled and 
maple-lined edges set our imaginations at play, 
conveying a sense of movement of the bygone 
denizens of these hardscrabble realms. The 
twisted silhouettes of a few dead apple trees 
complement the old-farm feel as they contrast 
crisply against the bright blue sky.  

Some good stout Catskills climbing brings us 
the day’s only open overlook. Marked by a 
cross-bedded boulder perched on the cliff’s 
edge, we get a glimpse at the some of the 
ground we’d covered in the morning hours. De-
scending to the second vehicle, there never 
really was any question whether we’d hike the 
Campbell Mountain piece. It begins with a well-
maintained forest road that also serves as a 
snowmobile trail. Reaching a junction with the 
long-distance Finger Lakes Trail, Chris’ later-
edition trail map shows how this trail descends 
through the woods to Downsville. We go right, 
visit the Cat Hollow Lean-to and arrive at the 
multi-cascade waterfall that fully occupies the 
rising gorge.  

More variation
The concluding piece the trail offers still more 

variation in the forest community and another 
abandoned farmstead along the swiftly moving 
headwaters of Cat Hollow. Again, we connect 
with the sense of time, as it is both woven deeply 
in the landscape and continues to unfold with 
each step. We hear the cars up on the highway 
and know our time together is ending, for now.  

Though motivated by a purpose, we spent the 
day in leisurely fashion and were not remiss in 
trading our remaining unhiked trails. Though I 
have good sense of what trails I need to com-
plete the challenge, I suppose I’ll need to hunker 
down and dig out the old journals. No, that 
would be silly. It will be much easier and enjoy-
able to just go for a hike. It’s not like I would 
ever hike on the same trail more than once. 

Peter Manning is the Executive Director of 
the Catskill Mountain Club. To learn more 
about CMC events, membership, and proj-
ects, please visit: catskillmountainclub.org
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Our UPK is a Full Day Program  
                   A random selection process will be used to finalize the class roll and only   

 completed packets will be considered with the proper documentation  
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Cabin, 36 acres
Congratulations to 

Mr. Carnevale and Mr. 
Fornari who have just 
sold their private Andes 
cabin on over 36  acres. 
Wonderful location with 
a pond and bordered by 

NYC land was the per-
fect fit for the excited 
new owner. Listed ex-
clusively by Christine 
O'Shaughnessy with 
Coldwell Banker Tim-
berland Properties, 
Margaretville office. 

Peter Manning on the Park West Trail. 



Following Orders

By Brian Sweeney
Parts of the following are true. It’s up to 

readers to decide the real from the make 
believe. 

Mountain Eagle Publisher Matt Avita-
bile: “Hey, Brian, I’ve got a unique assign-
ment for you. I know how much you enjoy 
the band Wilco. They are playing a special 
residency — three nights in a row — no 
songs repeated. I’d like you to cover the 
concerts, even though it’s a bit outside our 
usual territory.” 

Naturally, I didn’t have to think twice 
about this assignment. “Music to my ears!” 
I responded with great enthusiasm.  

It then occurred to me to ask a logical 
follow-up: “By the way, where are the con-
certs being held?” 

“Iceland,” Matt replied. 
I was a bit stunned by this information, 

but played it appropriately cool. “Will I get 
mileage money?” I asked. 

“Of course,” he answered. “Lodging and 
concert tickets will be on the newspaper, as 
well.” 

This was all good news, so to speak. 

Learning experience
I didn’t really know anything about Ice-

land, but it sounded cold. A quick online 
search backed my theory. That was OK, 
since the concerts were indoors.  

My wife was actually quite familiar with 
Iceland. She told me it’s become a very 
popular tourist destination. How did I not 
know about this phenomenon? 

Sure enough, when I started telling 
people we were heading to Iceland, invari-
ably they responded something like, “Oh, 
my sister and her family were just there.”   

After hearing about these visits from ev-
eryone to whom I mentioned our trip, I 
started wondering if there was going to be 
enough room for two more people on this 
relatively small island.  

I started telling my wife about my unsci-
entific research that backed what she had 
told me: EVERYBODY goes to Iceland. She 
shook her head and reminded me how she’s 
been asking me for years to take the edge 
off late winter with a Costa Rica vacation. 
“You always complain you don’t want to be-
cause EVERYONE goes there.” Ouch.  

She added, “There’s a reason people like 
traveling there. It’s beautiful. Oh, did I men-
tion that it’s nice and warm?” 

Yes, but...
I did understand these two important 

pieces of information. So, I had to come up 
with a sensible reply. 

“What I’ve recently learned from many 
knowledgeable folks is that Iceland is quite 
stunning, too,” I countered. 

What I left unsaid was the fact my wife 
was keenly aware of —  that this red-hot 
destination is generally not terribly warm. 
Especially in early spring. When the Wilco 
shows were happening. On the other hand, 
Iceland does have features that are quite 
steamy – thermal pools! It’s like the toasty 
waters of Costa Rica, without pesky sea-
weed. Or sharp shells. 

None of this really mattered, though, be-
cause I had a duty to cover the Wilco shows 
and report back to our loyal readers. I can’t 
do that yet, because the concerts are still a 
few days away at the time of this writing. 

It’s now what you say...
One way I learned to separate us from ev-

erybody and their brother who has visited 
this chilly paradise was to pay attention to 
the order in which I told people about this 
excursion. 

“We’re going to see Wilco three nights in 
a row!” is how I excitedly informed friends 
about our upcoming trip. Because this band 
is not one you’re likely to hear while on line 
at CVS, blank stares often followed. 

As soon as I added, “in Iceland,” things 
changed in a hurry. Responses were always 
some variation of: “Oh, when are you 
going? Maybe you’ll see my FILL IN THE 
BLANK HERE who is visiting there soon!” 
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By or against          Town  In Favor of                        Transfer Tax

Here’s  Here’s  
The ScoopThe Scoop
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Delaware County Deed Transfers

Prime Rt. 28 Parcel
61+ Acres - 2 Legal Lots

• Great Commercial Appeal 
• Motel or Tiny Houses  
• Solar Farm 
• 8 Miles to Belleayre Mtn. 
• 12 Miles to Plattekill Mtn. 
• Build Your Dream Home 
•  MLS#: OD137383  
• Offered at: $499,000 

Please Contact:
Susan B. Doig,  

Associate  
Real Estate Broker 
For Listing Details

M: 607 706-4311 • O: 845 586-3321, Ext: 12 
E-mail: SDoig@TimberlandProperties.net

ADVERTISE
in the  

Catskills  

Chronicle

Call Gretchen  

Balcom  

845 586-6192  

or 607 435-0795

MARGARETVILLE — 
Law enforcement offi-
cials from multiple 
agencies responded to a 
bomb threat at Marga-
retville Central School 
on Tuesday, April 4. 

Delaware County 
Sheriff Craig DuMond 
reported that the bomb 
threat turned out to be 
part of a statewide 
“swatting incident.” He 
explained that the 
threat was perpetuated 
by unknown off-shore 
individuals and involved 
several school districts 
across the state. 

Because MCS is 
closed for spring break, 
there were no students 
present.  

Sheriff DuMond said 
his department assisted 
the State Police with 
personnel and a canine 
explosives detection 
unit to clear the build-
ing.The threat was de 
emed not credible but 
the sweep was con-
ducted as a precaution-
ary measure, he 
explained. 

Bomb Threat 
Against MCS

continued from E1
cast by individuals that 
were not Fleischmanns 
residents. Although the 
case was dismissed in 
2022, approximately 60 
ballots were purged 

from the rolls by the 
Delaware County Board 
of Elections following 
an investigation by the 
Delaware County Sher-
iff’s Department. 
   While the 2023 elec-

tion was not certified, 
Ms. Hughes took lead in 
the race for mayor with 
69 votes, while Sam Gil 
secured 42 on Election 
Day. Of the two trustee 
seats up for election 

Reuter and Pascarella 
secured the majority 
votes. Preliminary re-
sults exclude absentee 
ballots which remain 
sealed pending the 
court ruling. 

Fleischmanns Election Challenge Hearing Underway
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Kane DiBenedetto           HomeFoamInsulation.net 
10+ YEARS EXPERIENCE  |  FULLY INSURED  |  FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SPRAY FOAM

845-594-7413
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Bathrooms • Remodeling • Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows • Insulation

Doors •  Additions • Seamless Gutters

ROOFING EXPERTSROOFING EXPERTS

607-432-8326
800-252-2140

www.thepowellcompany.comwww.thepowellcompany.com

4/26/2020

4/8/2020

4/10/2020

BUSINESS SERVICES
To Promote Your Business, Contact Gretchen Balcom at 607 435-0795

Wheelchair & stretcher transports
Medicaid approved NY DOT # 32940

Circle of Life
Ambulette Services
607 538-1734

SERVING DELAWARE, OTSEGO, SCHOHARIE & HERKIMER COUNTIES

255 Maple Ave                                Fax/Billing 607 538-9681
Hobart NY 13788        circleoflife@stny.rr.com

4/26/2020

4/8/2020

Proudly Serving Delaware, Ulster & Surrounding Counties

ADVENT CHRISTIAN  
MARGARETVILLE  
ADVENT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH 
109 Maple Street 
Margaretville, New 
York 12455 
845-586-4601 
Sunday Worship 11 AM 
Bible Study: Wednes-
day 5 PM, April - No-
vember 
Rev. Adrian K. Todd

BAPTIST 
STAMFORD BAPTIST 
CHURCH                                                                                                                             
40 Lake Street,  
Stamford NY 12167                                                                                                                
(607) 607 652-3713                                                                                                                  
Sunday School, 9:45 
AM, Worship 11:00 AM                                                                                                           
Pastor Waylen Bray:  
Associate Pastor 
Shawn 
Frazer                                                                                              
We are here to help! 

CHRISTIAN CENTER
 – CONTEMPORARY
CATSKILL MOUNTAIN 
CHRISTIAN CENTER 

629 Main St. Margaret-
ville, NY 12455                                                                                                        
845-586-4848                                                                                                         
Our service time is 10 
am Sundays     

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Saint James Church  
Lake Delaware 
55 Lake Delaware 
Drive Delhi, NY 13753 
(607) 832-4401 
Sunday Mass, 10 am 

ORTHODOX CHURCH
SAINT HERMAN OF 
ALASKA ORTHODOX 
CHURCH / CLOUD-
BEARING MOUNTAIN 
RETREAT CENTER 
1714 Mountain Brook 
Road, Bovina, NY   
13740  
Phone: 607 326-0052                                                                                             
Sundays 10 am: Holy 
days, classes and      
retreats as announced                                                  
info@cbmountain.org       
www.cbmountain.org    

                                                                            

Worship Service Directory

    

Worship Service Directory 
Sponsored By

A Time and A Place digital magazine.  
Covering business stories, columns, 
events, book   reviews, pet care and the 
Delaware County Chamber of Com-
merce newsletter.  Visit www.atime-
andaplacemagazine.com    

A go-to publication on where to shop, 
dine, play and do.  Choose to sign-up to 
receive it monthly in your inbox.  

PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
MARGARETVILLE –  
NEW KINGSTON  
PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

October - May 
169 Orchard Street 
Margaretville NY 
12455 
May-October 
5177 County Hwy 6 
New Kingston NY 
12459 
Sunday Service 9.30 
am. Tel: 845-586-4567 

REFORMED 
CHURCH                    

JAY GOULD  
MEMORIAL  

REFORMED CHURCH           
53837 NY Highway 30,  
Roxbury, NY  12474              
Phone: (607) 326-7101         
Time of Service  
9:30 am Sunday  
Rev. Richard Dykstra      
                                              
            UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH

MARGARETVILLE 
UMC                                      
55 Church Street,  
Margaretville NY 
12455                                    
10:30 am Sundays 

HOSESULIC HYDRA
e make W
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42812  State Hwy. 28 
Arkville, NY 12406
Fax: 845-586-2441

Spring & Summer 
Are Almost Here!

Don’t waste your time cutting grass!
CALL ME!

Tommy
(607) 538-9986

Free Estimates

Interfaith Council
Good Friday Service

April  at 12:00 Noon 

Handicap Accessible 

Easter Sunrise Service
April  at 6:30 AM 

Upper Lodge 
Belleayre Mountain Ski Center 

DELHI A raccoon re-
cently tested positive 
for rabies in the town of 
Delhi. This is the first 
animal in Delaware 
County to test positive 
for rabies in 2023. 

One dog was bitten 
by a lab-confirmed 
rabid raccoon in the 
town of Delhi, there 
were no human expo-
sures. According to the 
owner of the exposed 
dog the raccoon was 
not acting sick or ap-
peared to be rabid. Vac-
cination records of the 
dog indicated the ani-
mal was not up to date 
its rabies vaccinations. 
The animal has begun a 
six-month quarantine 
following the New York 
State Department of 
Health guidelines. 

“There have been re-
ports to public health 
from other areas of the 
county about strange 
acting raccoons”, states 
Heather Warner, PH 
Programs Manager. 
“Getting your pet vacci-
nated by your vet or at 
a free clinic can help 
stop the spread of 
rabies from wild ani-
mals to humans.” 

An exposure to 
rabies can be fatal for a 
human or a pet. Be sure 
your dogs, cats and fer-
rets are up to date on 
their rabies vaccina-
tions. Vaccinated pets 
serve as a buffer be-
tween rabid wildlife and 
man. Protect them, and 
you may reduce your 
risk of exposure to 

rabies. Be a responsible 
pet owner by keeping 
your pet’s vaccinations 
current. Public Health 
recommends that pet 
owners take advantage 
of any of the free re-
maining rabies clinics 
in Delaware County, in-
cluding: 

• Arkville: June 7 
from 4-6 p.m., Arkville 
Fire Hall, 43365 State 
Highway 28. 

• Walton: July 12, 
2023 5-7 p.m., Walton 
Highway Garage, 
25091 State Highway 
10. 

• Delhi: August 22, 
5-7 p.m., Delhi Fire 
Hall, 140 Delview Ter-
race Ext. 

• Stamford: Sep-
tember 12, 5-7 p.m., 
Stamford Fire Hall, 111 
Main Street. 

Once infected, rabies 
is a virus that has 100% 
fatality rate when left 
untreated, in mammals 
including humans. Pub-
lic Health recommends 
the following precau-
tions to protect yourself 
and your family from 
possible exposure to 
rabies: 

• Report any sick or 
strange acting wildlife 

• Vaccinate pets and 
livestock.   

To report a suspected 
rabid animal call Dela-
ware County Public 
Health Services at 607 
832-5200. For more in-
formation call 607 832-
5200 or visit: 
delawarecountypub-
lichealth.com 

Raccoon Tests Positive For Rabies; 
Free Clinics Scheduled In County 



Monday, April 17
The Catskill Mountain Club is offering 

an Andes hike on April 17. Please visit 
the events page of the CMC website: 
catskillmountainclub.org/category/up-
coming-events/. Hike the Shavertown 
Trail | Monday, April 17 at 10 a.m. 

Wednesdays, April 19-May 24
Writers in the Mountains (WIM) pres-

ents Just Hit Send: Submitting to Literary 
Journals, a six-week long workshop with 
Sally Simon, April 19 – May 24, 2023. 
The class will be held online Wednesday 
from 4 to 6 pm. To register, e-mail writ-
ersinthemountains@gmail.com. To reg-
ister online, visit writersinthe 
mountains.org. Class fee is $125. Reg-
istration deadline is April 12.

Through April 23
A Special exhibit Farms, Farmers, and 

Farming: A Tribute to Local Agriculture 
at Longyear Gallery in Margaretville 
opened March 24.The show runs through 
April 23. Longyear Gallery is located at 
785 Main Street, Margaretville. For infor-
mation, please call 845 586-3270 or 
visit: longyeargallery.org. Hours are Fri-
day-Sunday from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Thursdays, through May 4
Writers in the Mountains (WIM) pres-

ents Ekphrastic Poetry:A Jump Start 
from Other Art Forms and Everyday Ob-
jects, a six-week long workshop with 
Sharon Ruetenik, March 30 – May 4. The 
class will be held online Thursdays from 
6 to 8 p.m. To register, e-mail writersin-
themountains@gmail.com. To register 
online, visit writersinthemountains.org. 
Class fee is $125.  

Saturday, May 6
Diamond Hollow Books in Andes wel-

comes artist Denise Corley to start the 
Spring/Summer exhibition series. DE-
NISE CORLEY - COME WHAT MAY, RE-
CENT WORK will open on Saturday, May 
6 with a reception for the artist from 12-
4 p.m. The show will run through June 
11 The book store is located at 72 
Main Street, Andes. For information 
visit diamondhollowbooks.com or e-
mail: biz@diamondhollowbooks.com 

Through May 6
Liberal Arts Roxbury is present a solo 

exhibition of multi-media works by Mos-
cow-born, Brooklyn/upstate-based artist 
Dasha Shishkin. chik chirik, featuring 
drawings and prints on various supports. 
A closing event during finer weather on 
May 6 is also planned.  

Through May 7 
  1053 Gallery in Fleischmanns is 
pleased to present Flora and Fauna, an 
exhibition of 26 artists who work in and 
around the Catskills Mountains of New 
York or who engage the regional bio-
diversity in their art-making 
practice.group show.  The exhibition 
runs through May 7, with a public recep-
tion on May 7. For info, please call 845 
254-3461 or visit: 1053gallery.com 
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SPONSORED EACH  WEEK BY

Meade                                             “Peggy” 
Camp                               Margaret Bellar
Lic. RE Broker                                Lic. RE Assoc. Broker

C 917.399.3423                   C 917.558.0447

10 Rosa Rd  •  Margaretville

EVENTSCALENDAR

Events  
Calendar

Through April 23

WORK AVAILABLE:

Tree Nursery  
& Tree Planting 

JOBS
Available in the  

Andes/Delhi area  

• Springtime tree planting 
• Maintenance of young trees 
• General nursery work

Call: 845 676-4364  
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm

$30 
PER HOUR

Fishin’ Tradition
Sarah Kutkiewicz (6) caught a 15-inch 

Brown Trout on her 1st Opening Day, April 
1. She was accompanied by and fished along-
side her father, Todd Kutkiewicz, and Grand-

father Ron Kutkiewicz.Todd has been fishing 
every Opening Day since he was a young  
boy also. The first day of the season brought 
pleasant temperatures.

MARGARETVILLE — A full-screen tele-
vised running of the 149th Kentucky Derby 
will be the highlight of this afternoon and 
evening full of fun, great food, and the com-
pany of good friends on Saturday, May 6, be-
ginning at 3 p.m. at the MTC headquarters on 
Academy Sttreet, Margaretville. Time to get 
the hats out of the closest and dress them up 
for this spectacular gala to benefit the hard 
work of the MARK Project. 

Ticket holders are afforded a complimen-
tary mint julep, an extravagant buffet of food 
provided by local restaurants, derby themed 
sweets, prizes for best hat, and a full service 
cash bar. New this year is the opportunity to 
purchase tableside service by local celebri-
ties—no standing on line for the bar or 
food—and feel free to heckle your server.  

“This event is an absolute whoot and should 
not be missed” says Peg Ellsworth, Executive 
Director at MARK “Funds raised help this vital 
organization to keep up the work we do in our 
towns and villages” she adds.  

Tickets are $45 per person. Reservations 
are a must. You can make a reservation by cal-
ling 845 586-3500 or email admin@markpro-
ject.org.  

Saddle Up For Derby Party
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LEGAL NOTICES

ADVERTISE
in the  

Catskills  
Chronicle

Call: 
Gretchen Balcom 

845 586-6192   
 607 435-0795

BOWLING NEWS

Team Name W L
Spillian 69 27 
ROI 59 37 
JK Tinting 57.5 38.5 
JM Lawncare 51 45 
Better Late Than Never 48.5 47.5 
Bye 0 48 

High Game
Jeannette Thompson 164, 
Sue Wixon 160, 
Jessica Watson 149 

High Series
Jeannette Thompson 431, 
Jessica Watson 409, 
Sue Wixon 401

42366 NY-28 Arkville 
TheArkBowl@aol.com 

845 586-2695

Bowling • Dining • Bar • Music
www.TheArkBowl.com

ARK BOWL & BBQ WOMEN’S LEAGUE • Stats for 3/30/23

POLICE NEWS CLASSIFIED ADS

MAIN STREET OF-
FICE/RETAIL SPACE
available.  Prime turn key 
location in the Village of 
Fleischmanns with 640 sq 
ft., onsite parking, storage, 
and creekside access. 
$900 per month, includes 
utilities. Please call Village 
Clerk @ 845-254-5514. 

HELP WANTED - Part-
time mechanic. Tires and 
Service. B&D Motors, 885 
Main Street, Margaretville 
845 586-3253.     D9TFC 

DISABLED VET living 
in Stamford is looking for 
home health aide. Flexible 
hours and days. Please 
call (607) 652-2449.  

TREE NURSERY & 
TREE PLANTING Andes, 
Delhi Area $30/hr. Call 
845-676-4364. Mon-Fri 8-
4. Tree Planting. Young 
Tree Maintenance, Gen-
eral Nursery Work. 

NOTICE OF VACANCY 
SCHOOL YEAR 2022-23 

TEACHER AIDE
Margaretville Central 

School District has an 
opening for a Full Time 
Aide to start on May 1, 
2023 until the remainder 
of the 2022-23 School 
Year. Starting pay will be 
as per the MESPA Union 
Contract. All applicants 
must have a High School 
Diploma and pass NY 
State Fingerprinting. Inter-
ested applicants should 
complete an application 
and submit to the District 
Office by March 24, 2023. 

Contact: Michelle Os-
terhoudt, Superintendent 
of School Margaretville 
Central School415 Main 
St, PO Box 319, Marga-
retville, NY 12455. (845) 
586-2647 

FOR RENT

HELP  
WANTED

DELHI — Delaware 
County Sheriff Craig S. 
DuMond has announced 
the arrest of a Marga-
retville resident for driv-
ing with a revoked New 
York State Driver’s Li-
cense. 

On Tuesday March 
21, while patrolling in 
the Town of Middle-
town, Sheriff’s Deputies 
observed a motorcycle 
improperly pass 
another motor vehicle 
while traveling north-
bound on State High-
way 28. 

Upon conducting a 
traffic stop, Deputies 
identified the driver as 
61-year-old, Daniel P. 
Schultz of Margaret-
ville. A check of 
Schultz’s New York 
State driver’s license 
determined that his 
driving privileges in 
New York State had 
been revoked due to  
previous driving while 
intoxicated incidents.  

Deputies sub-
sequently arrested and 
charged Schultz with 
one count of Aggra-
vated Unlicensed Oper-
ator in the Second 
Degree and Use of a 
Motor Vehicle without 
Interlock Device, both 
Misdemeanors of the 
New York State Vehicle 
and Traffic Law. Schultz 
was additionally issued 
uniform traffic tickets 
for unlicensed operator 
and improper passing.            

Schultz was released 
on the traffic tickets 
and is to appear in the 
Town of Middletown 
Court. 

Two-car accident
Sheriff DuMond an-

nounced the arrest of a 
Brooklyn resident for 
driving while intoxi-
cated following a two-
car motor vehicle 
accident. 

On Saturday night, 
March 18, Sheriff’s 
Deputies responded to 
a two-car motor vehicle 
accident with injuries 
on County Highway 26, 
near the intersection of 
Gregory Hollow Road in 
the Town of Colchester.  

Deputies arrived on 
scene and observed a 
vehicle had left the lane 
of travel, crossing over 
the double yellow line, 
and striking an oncom-

ing vehicle, head on. 
Deputies made contact 
with the driver, 49-year-
old Andras Kasuba of 
Brooklyn.  

Upon completion of 
the investigation, Sher-
iff’s Deputies arrested 
and charged Kasuba 
with driving while in-
toxicated, driving while 
intoxicated with a BAC 
greater than 0.08%, ag-
gravated driving while 
intoxicated with a BAC 
greater than 0.18%, all 
misdemeanors, as well 
as Unlicensed Operator, 
Speed not Reasonable 
and Prudent, Moved 
from lane unsafely, fai-
lure to keep right, 
driver’s view ob-
structed, obstructed li-
cense plate, all 
violations in the New 
York State Vehicle and 
Traffic Law.  

Kasuba was ad-
ditionally charged with 
three counts of Assault 
in the Third Degree, a 
class A misdemeanor in 
the New York State 
Penal Law. 

The driver of the 
other vehicle and one 
passenger were trans-
ported by Lifenet to Al-
bany Medical Center for 
treatment and a third 
passenger was trans-
ported by  Ambulance 
to Delaware Valley Hos-
pital for treatment 

Upon completion of 
arrest processing, Ka-
suba was released on 
tickets returnable to the 
Town of Colchester 
Court at a later date.  

Drug impairment
Sheriff DuMond has 

reported the arrest of a 
Walton man on charges 
of driving while ability 
impaired by drugs. 

On Wednesday, 
March 22, Delaware 
County Sheriff’s Dep-
uties on patrol in the 
Village of Walton en-
countered an  oncoming 
vehicle traveling an ex-
tremely high rate of 
speed on Delaware 
Street.  

Deputies say the ve-
hicle proceeded reck-
lessly towards 
oncoming traffic near 
the intersection of West 
Street, before the oper-
ator of the motor ve-
hicle slammed his 
brakes, leaving skid 

marks extending ap-
proximately 200 feet on 
the roadway before the 
vehicle came to a stop.  

A traffic stop, and 
subsequent interview 
with the operator of the 
vehicle, identified as 
59-year-old Andrew Ri-
dikas of Walton re-
vealed signs of physical 
impairment by a sub-
stance other than alco-
hol. At the completion 
of their investigation, 
Delaware County Sher-
iff’s Deputies arrested 
and charged Ridikas 
with one count of speed 
not reasonable and im-
prudent, reckless driv-
ing, and driving while 
ability impaired by 
drugs. 

Ridikas was later re-
leased on traffic tickets 
and is scheduled to ap-
pear in front of Judge 
Hall at the Village of 
Walton Court 

Sheriff DuMond has 
announced the arrest of 
a Middletown resident 
for driving with a sus-
pended license. 

On Wednesday morn-
ing, March 14, Sheriff’s 
Deputies responded to 
a one-car motor vehicle 
accident on County 
Highway 16 in the Town 
of Delhi. The driver of 
the vehicle was identi-
fied as 40-year-old 
Edwin Teron of Middle-
town.  

A check of Teron’s li-
cense revealed that his 
driving privileges in the 
State of New York had 
been suspended. 

Multiple tickets
Deputies sub-

sequently arrested 
Gensler and issued him 
traffic tickets for Aggra-
vated Unlicensed Oper-
ator in the Third 
Degree, an unclassified 
misdemeanor, as well as 
Unlicensed Operator, 
Obstructed View and 
Speed not reasonable/ 
prudent violations in 
the New York State Ve-
hicle and Traffic Law. 
Teron is scheduled to 
appear before the Town 
of Delhi Court at a later 
date to answer the 
charges.   

Delaware County 
Sheriff’s have arrested 
Deanna Macintyre age 
35 of Hobart on the 
charge of Criminal Mis-

chief in the 4th Degree 
stemming from a report 
of a Domestic Incident.  

On the evening of 
March 25, Sheriff’s 
Deputies responded to a 
report of a domestic in-
cident in the Village of 
Hobart. Upon arrival, 
deputies found two indi-
viduals involved in a do-
mestic and had to be 
separated. Deputies 
conducted interviews 
with the individuals.  

Impeded 911 call
The investigation re-

vealed that during the 
incident Deanna Macin-
tyre had knocked a cell-
phone out of the 
reporting party’s hand 
in an attempt to prevent 
them from calling 911.  

Sheriff DuMond has 
announced the arrest of 
a Deposit resident for 
driving with a Sus-
pended New York State 
Driver’s license. 

On Wednesday morn-
ing, March 22, Sheriff’s 
Deputies observed a ve-
hicle speeding on State 
Highway 8 in the Town 
of Sidney. Upon con-
ducting a traffic stop, 
Deputies identified the 
driver of the vehicle as 
38-year-old Michael 
Vandermark of Deposit. 
A check of Vander-
marks’s driver’s license 
revealed that his driving 
privileges were sus-
pended. 

Deputies sub-
sequently arrested Van-
dermark and issued him 
uniformed traffic tickets 
for Aggravated Unli-
censed Operation of a 
Motor Vehicle in the 
Second Degree, an un-
classified misdemeanor 
and for speed also a vio-
lation in New York State 
vehicle and traffic law.  

Vandermark was re-
leased on the uniformed 
traffic tickets and is 
scheduled to appear in 
the Town of Sidney 
Court at a later date to 
answer the charge. 

Domestic charges
A domestic incident 

report was completed, 
and Macintyre was sub-
sequently arrested and 
charged with Criminal 
Mischief in the 4th De-
gree, a Class A Misde-
meanor of the New York 
State Penal Law. Macin-
tyre was then released 
on an appearance 
ticket, directing her to 
appear at the Stamford 
Town Court at a later 
date. 

We are hiring 
Work in the NYC Watershed 

Full or Part time Wastewater System 
Operator or Trainee 

Excellent benefits, salary based on 
experience.  

Great Opportunity for motivated, 
mechanically, and scientifically inclined 
individuals. Full-time benefits; health, 

vision, dental, profit sharing, IRA 
contributions, 9 paid holidays plus paid 
vacation. Computer and communication 
skills required. Resident of NYC Catskill 
Watershed preferred. Signing bonus for 

the right candidate. 
 Send letter of interest and resume to  

clennon@lvdvoperations.com 
LVDV is a drug free work environment. 

Come join our team!

ANNUAL MEETING
The annual meeting of 

the plot owners and direc-
tors of the cemeteries of 
both the Clovesville Cem-
etery and the Bedell Cem-
etery will be held on 
Wednesday, April 26, 
2023.  The location of 
both meetings will be at 
the Fleischmanns Fire 
Department located on 
Main Street, Fleisch-
manns, NY.  The purpose 
of these meetings is to 
elect officers and directors 
and transactions of other 
such business that may 
come before the next 
meeting.  The Bedell 
Cemetery, Inc., meeting 
will begin at 5:30 p.m. and 
the Clovesville Cemetery 
Inc., meeting will be held 
immediately following at 
6:00 p.m. 

MegAnne Balcom 
Secretary/Treasurer     

3AP21C 

MEETING SCHEDULE:
Village workshop meet-

ings will be held as 
needed on the first Tues-
day of the month at 5:00 
pm. The regular business 
meeting will be held on 
the third Tuesday of each 

month at 5:00 pm. 
Planning Board meet-

ings will be held as 
needed on the last Tues-
day of the month at 6:00 
pm and Zoning Board of 
Appeals meetings will be 
held as needed on the 
fourth Monday of the 
month at 5:30 pm.  Meet-
ings for these boards are 
held only if an application 
has been filed with the Vil-
lage of Margaretville 
Building & Zoning Depart-
ment for that month. 

All meetings are held in 
the Gottfried Building, 773 
Main Street, Margaretville, 
New York.  Any changes 
to this schedule shall be 
published in the official 
newspaper and posted at 
the Village Clerk’s office. 

Notice of Completion  
of 2023 Tentative  
Assessment Roll  

&  Hearing of  
Complaints

(Pursuant of sections 
506 and 526 of Real Prop-
erty Tax Law) 

Notice is hereby given 
that the assessor of the 
Town of Roxbury, Dela-
ware County, New York, 
has completed the Ten-

tative Assessment Roll for 
the current year; that a 
copy thereof will be filed 
on or before may 1st, 
2023 with the Town Clerk. 
The assessor will be in at-
tendance with such ten-
tative assessment roll 
during the following dates 
and times: Wednesday, 
5/10/2023,  4pm-8pm; 
Saturday, 5/13/2023, 
11am -3pm; Wednesday, 
5/17/2023, 11am-3pm; 
Monday, 5/22/2023, 3pm-
7pm. 

The Board of Assess-
ment Review will meet 
Thursday, May 25, 2023, 
for a period of four hours, 
from 4-8pm in said town, 
to examine all written 
complaints on the applica-
tion of any person believ-
ing himself aggrieved 
thereby by submission of 
a written complaint. infor-
mation on how to contest 
your assessment may be 
found at 
www.tax.ny.gov/pit/prop-
e r t y / con tes t / con tes -
tasmt.htmor by calling 
607.326.4362 to request 
such forms to be mailed.   

Robert Breglio,  
Assessor 

AP7C 
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By Brian Sweeney
Students and cafete-

ria staff at Margaretville 
Central School (MCS) 
have teamed up to do 
their part to make the 
school a bit more envi-
ronmentally friendly. 

The move to going 
“green” was inspired by 
students in the Climate 
Action Committee, 
which is comprised of 
students in grades 6-12, 
according to Cafeteria 
Manager Connie Ma-
thiesen.  

With about 200 stu-
dents eating breakfast 
at school each day, and 
another 230-250 lunch 
meals served daily, the 
amount of waste is con-
siderable. Utilizing rec-
ommendations from 
Climate Action Commit-
tee members and hav-
ing them approved by 
the MCS Board of Edu-
cation, the cafeteria 
staff has implemented 
several changes that are 
having a positive envi-
ronmental impact. 

Ms. Mathiesen noted 
that, effective last Janu-
ary, New York State im-
plemented a statewide 
ban of expanded poly-
styrene, single-use foam 
food and beverage con-
tainers. This new law 
went into effect during 
a period in which pan-
demic-related supply 
chain issues resulted in 
all disposables such as 
paper plates, paper 
cups, soup and dessert 
bowls to triple in price. 

Green options
In response, Ms. Ma-

thiesen researched the 
feasibility of serving 
meals on reusable 
plates. That resulted in 
a decision to switch to 
plates made of mela-
mine, a plastic table-
ware approved for use 
by the Food and Drug 
Administration. While 
the initial cost is more, 
the plates can be used 
many times and steril-
ized in the school’s 
energy-efficient dish-
washing system. Mela-
mine is also used for 
dessert plates and soup 
bowls. 

The cafeteria man-
ager, who started her 
position at MCS 11 
years ago, said a bonus 
is that the school’s me-
lamine dishware is all 
white and it coordinates 
well with the blue serv-
ing trays which pro-
vides it a nice visual 
presentation. 

As with any innova-
tion, there’s been a 
period of adjustment. 
Ms. Mathiesen said the 
melamine dishware has 
been well received, but 
there’s been a learning 
curve as her staff has 
had to reinforce the fact 
that the plates do not 
get thrown out after 
meals. Ironically, she in-

dicated that most stu-
dents who have had to 
be reminded not to toss 
their plates are high 
schoolers.  

To reinforce the fact 
that the plates are re-
usable, signs were 
placed near trash cans 
reminding students not 
to throw out their 
plates. Lids with small 
openings that plates 
won’t fit through have 
also been installed on 
top of garbage cans. 
Another means of rein-
forcing to high school 
students to not toss out 
melamine plates was to 
switch them back to 
paper plates for a while. 

“They got the mes-
sage,” she laughed. 

Another recent shift 
in cafeteria policy was 
the elimination of plas-
tic straws. This policy 
change has been in 
place for several years. 
Ms. Mathiesen said stu-
dents were quick to em-
brace the use of 
compostable straws 
after viewing a video of 
a turtle with an airway 
obstructed with what 
turned out to be a plas-
tic straw — a product 
long recognized as cre-
ating this type of envi-
ronmental hazard. 

More innovations
In another bid to cut 

down on waste, the 
MCS cafeteria elimi-
nated single-serve plas-
ticware two years ago 
and returned to provid-
ing students with stan-
dard silverware. 

Noting her response 
to the recommenda-
tions from members of 
the Climate Action 
Committee, Ms. Ma-
thiesen said she’s been 
pleased to present these 
options and receive a 
very positive response 
from the Board of Edu-
cation. Ms. Mathiesen 
said she’s a member of 
the school’s Wellness 
Committee, another 
group that has em-
braced these changes. 

The cafeteria man-
ager said she has not re-
searched the amount of 
waste reduction realized 
from these changes, but 
noted that such policy 
shifts can really add up 
when adopted by many 
schools and other or-
ganizations. 

Ms. Mathiesen said 
she and her staff always 
welcome innovative 
ideas that benefit the 
school — and the envi-
ronment. She was also 
quick to credit the stu-
dents who helped spark 
the changes. 

“The kids got me 
started with reusable 
idea and I always want 
to try to make things 
better,” Ms. Mathiesen  
commented. “Not all 
schools have these op-
tions.” 

Members of the Mar-
garetville Central 
School Climate Action 
Committee. Starting 
at the left and across 
the top Amelia Pasca-
rella, Olivia 
Locke,Brianna Jack-
son, Robert Bybag, 
Madison Rizzo, Joseph 
Brybag, Katie Nichols, 
Ryder Balcom. On the 
floor: Taylor Hubbell, 
Alixzandrea Jamrozy, 
Amelia Marks, Dan-
iella Herrera, and Gi-
anna Torres. — 
Contributed photo

Climate Action Policies On MCS Cafeteria Menu

GO  
GREEN!
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BRAVO, WICKED WITCH AT CRCS
EVERYTHING SHOPPE MOVING

Cobleskill Briefs 
Do you have any events you’d like to see featured in the Cobleskill Herald? Let us

know at cobleskillherald@gmail.com. 
Senior Congregate Meal Sites Open

Local residents are invited to enjoy noon-time meals and good company (except holidays)
at one of Schoharie County Office for the Aging’s two congregate meal sites:

-Jefferson (Tues./Wed./Thurs.), Community Center, Rte. 10)
-Sharon Springs (Mon./Wed./Fri), Firehouse, 137 Beechwood Rd.) Reserve a meal by

calling Schoharie County OFA at 518-295-2001 before 2 pm the day before you want to go. A
suggested donation of

$4 is accepted from those 60 years old and older. Under age 60? You’re welcome to
participate and will be charged $5.

Seward – Town Board Meeting
The Seward Town Board will be holding its monthly meeting on Monday, April 10th at 6:30

PM at the Seward Town hall (795 Lowe Road, Suite 1).
Cobleskill – Town Board Meeting

The Cobleskill Town Board will be holding its monthly meeting on Monday, April 10th at
7:00 PM at the Cobleskill Firehouse. Meetings are also available for viewing afterwards on the
SCHOPEG website.

Esperance – Village Board Meeting
The Esperance Village Board will be holding its monthly meeting on Monday, April 10th at

7:30 PM at the Village Hall Meeting Room (113 Church Street).
Family Recovery Support Group

Every Wednesday evening from 5:30 PM to 7:00 P.M., SCCASA hosts Family Recovery
Support Group Meetings facilitated by Maggie Jackman Pryor, a Family Support Navigator,
and Tom Moran, a Peer Engagement Specialist and Recovery Coach at 349 Mineral Springs
Road.

Richmondville – Town Board Meeting
The Richmondville Town Board will be holding its monthly meeting on Thursday, April

13th at 6:00 PM at the Town Municipal Building (104 Municipal Lane off of Podpadic Road).
CRCS Board of Education Petitions Available

Nominating petition forms for residents interested in running for a seat on the Cobleskill-
Richmondville Board of Education will be available at the District Office beginning on
Monday, March 6th. The District Office is open Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
Petitions with the signatures of at least 25 qualified voters must be received by the District
Clerk by 5:00 PM on Monday, April 17th.

Sharon Springs – New Everything Shoppe
A new Everything Shoppe, which is administered by the Schoharie County Council of

Senior Citizens, is poised to open in early May at 209 Main Street in the Village of Sharon
Springs.

OFA and The Gathering Place Offer Grab & Go Meals
The Office for the Aging provides healthy grab and go meals for individuals 60 years +,

daily (M-F) at The Gathering Place, 127 Kenyon Rd., Cobleskill. Each person may make a
suggested $4 voluntary contribution for a meal. Interested individuals must reserve grab and
go meals 24 hours in advance by calling 518-920-3757 and speaking to Judy between 10:30
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Meals are available daily beginning at 11 a.m. One can take meals home
to eat or stay at the Center and enjoy them with company. Monthly meal menus are available
at The Center’s front desk or by contacting OFA at 518-295-2001.
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REDUCED PRICE!

SUMMIT — On April 1
at 12:25 p.m., Forest
Ranger France overheard
radio traffic from
Schoharie County 911
about a subject who had
fallen through the ice on
a pond while trying to
rescue her dog. The sub-
ject was believed to have
spent about 10 minutes
in the water. New York
State Police, Schoharie
County Sheriff's Depart-
ment, Summit Fire, and
County EMS responded.

When Ranger France ar-
rived, rescue crews had
pulled the 54-year-old
from Summit from the
water. Responders per-
formed CPR and then
Ranger France assisted

with packaging the patient
into a litter and carrying
her to the ambulance. The
subject was pronounced
deceased at Cobleskill Re-
gional Hospital. The dog
survived the incident.

Woman Drowns After Falling
Through Ice in Summit

By Jennifer Patterson
With it finally beginning

to feel like spring, many
people are itching to get
outdoors.

While hikers are under-
standably eager to dust
off their boots and enjoy
some fresh air, officials
from the New York State
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation are
urging outdoor enthusi-
asts to be extra prepared
or to stay off the trails
entirely during spring’s
notorious mud season.  

It happens every year,
when snow starts to melt
and spring showers begin.
This combination of mois-
ture in the ground, along
with fluctuating temper-
atures, creates the perfect
environment for muddy
trails. 

The Catskills are expe-
riencing an early start to
mud season because the
ground wasn’t able to con-
sistently freeze during the
winter. And despite the
heavy late snowfall, a rel-
atively mild winter trans-
lated to little snow on hik-
ing trails, causing a muddy
mess as spring tempera-
tures continue to warm.

Mud season usually be-
ings in late March and
lasts until May or June,
when trails dry up and
harden with sustained
warmer temperatures. 

Hiking during this
messy season not only
presents safety concerns,
but it also compounds
conservation challenges
on trails and in forests,
according to the DEC.
Hikers who hit the trails

early can unknowingly
cause expensive damage
to trail systems and the
natural environment. 

New York’s changing
climate has extended mud
season, with higher tem-
peratures in late winter
increasing the contrast
between conditions at the
trailhead and mountain
peaks, according to the
DEC.

These differences create
a range of challenging
conditions, like steep trails
with thick mud, deep
slushy snow, slippery ar-
eas with compacted ice
(the DEC refers to narrow
snowy/icy paths as “mono-
rails”) and flooded trails.
If hikers aren’t wearing
the proper footwear with
spikes, their adventure
will be no walk in the
park. 

Many trails can also
seem to disappear from
step to step and become
streams. Crossing these
areas is inadvisable, es-
pecially when there is fast-
moving frigid water. Hik-

ers who fall are at risk of
hypothermia. 

In addition, when hikers
try to avoid mud and walk
around it, they may inad-
vertently trample and de-
stroy vulnerable vegeta-
tion that is just starting
to regrow after the winter
months. 

Loss of vegetation im-
pacts wildlife habitat, as
high foot traffic causes
changes to the soil and
grass that animals and in-
sects rely on.

Mountain biking on
muddy trails is also dis-
couraged by the DEC, be-
cause bikes leave behind
large holes that need ad-
ditional repairs when they
dry up, affecting the us-
ability of the trail for the
rest of the season. 

The DEC frequently is-
sues “muddy trail advi-
sories” to keep hikers off
the trails, allowing snow
to melt and the ground
to dry thoroughly. 

For information, go to
https://www.dec.ny.gov/out
door/113437.html.

Mud Season Is
Here, Much To

Hikers’ Discontent 

Major Safety Concerns 
Among CRCS Parents
By Joshua Walther
COBLESKILL - Follow-

ing last month’s meeting,
another surge of parents
spoke out about safety
concerns at the CRCS
Board of Education last
Monday. 

During the public com-
ment period of the March
monthly meeting, two
parents began to advo-
cate for aides to be
placed on buses. Due to
the longer routes, they
were concerned about
student behavior, believ-
ing that there should be
some supervision pres-
ent.

The first meeting of
April began in much the
same way. Not only were
there more voices to join
in the safety sentiments,
but they were backed by
a host of supporters,
which comprised more
than half of the audience
in the room.

The first to speak was
Sandra Delorme, who be-
gan by speaking about
the bullying that her son,
Logan Bouck, has en-
dured in the high school.
This was Mrs. Delorme’s
second time to take the

podium, as she raised the
same topic to the Board
last year.

Within that time, Mrs.
Delorme alleges that
there has been no at-
tempt at serious commu-
nication from the staff
while her son continues
to be antagonized by the
other students. 

She cited that the bul-
lying has grown to the
point that her son has
developed anxiety, de-
pression, and PTSD while
still in high school.

“There hasn’t been a
solution in two and a half
years. There has been
just hate and just bullying
in a no hate and bullying
district,” said Mrs. De-
lorme, repeating the well-
known CRCS slogan.

After several minutes
of urging the Board to
take a stance, she fin-
ished her comments by
noting that CRCS has to
be a safe place for chil-
dren. The room erupted
into applause from the
other supporters upon
her conclusion.

Mrs. Delorme wasn’t
the only one to relay their

fears, either. Another par-
ent addressed the Board
soon after, pleading with
the Board to invest in
metal detectors and
screening tests for all of
the schools.

Not only was this par-
ent worried about the
prospect of guns and
knives being brought into
the schools, but she not-
ed that there was a se-
curity breach in which a
student from another dis-
trict had gone undetected
for half a day before they
were caught.

“I honestly think that
it’ll take someone’s kid
not coming home for
something to change,”
said the concerned indi-
vidual. “If this continues
for the rest of the school
year, I’m pulling my kids
out of the district.”

As the comments from
the public came to an
end, Board member Su-
san Strasser stressed that
the Board should take
an official stance on the
issues raised. President
Bruce Tryon noted her
comment before moving
on.



The Mountain Eagle |  April 7, 2023F2

COFFEE IN COBY

War in Europe L
By Timothy Knight
It is almost unfathomable

to me that this will be the
fiftieth Coffee in Coby col-
umn published in dedication
to covering the ongoing
Russo-Ukrainian War.
Launched in the immediate
aftermath of Russia’s im-
moral, illegal invasion of
Ukraine last February, I have
intended this column to
shine a steady light on the
heroism and courage
demonstrated by Ukrainians
in defense of their nation
against destruction.

Rereading my earliest
columns published about
this conflict, it is astounding
to me just how bleak the
early days of the war were
for Ukraine, especially once
evidence of the earliest Russ-
ian war crimes emerged in
Bucha. Invaded from the
north, south, and east by
an imperialist neighbor hell-
bent on reconstituting a long
dead sphere of influence,
Kyiv stood while Russians
fell by the hundreds of thou-
sands.

After so many columns, I
do want to note something
for posterity’s sake: though
I write so approvingly of

Ukraine’s fight for national
sovereignty, the cost of war
cannot be dismissed. Lives
lost will remain so, and fam-
ilies will forever be shattered.
I mourn the Ukrainian who
is murdered for the crime
of his birth, and equally for
the mobilized Russian, who
is sent to die for no greater
reason than his leader’s
vainglorious delusions.

Modern society fancies
ourselves as advanced,
evolved, and refined, but
the greedy and malicious
intentions of people that
existed thousands of years
ago remain the same today.
That is why this conflict is
not only important to Eu-
rope, but to the United
States and the world as a
whole: imperialistic and
tyrannical notions exhibited
by one power cannot be
tolerated, lest we permit its
actions among all powers.

With all that said, I pray
that Ukraine’s battles today
can lead to peace for all
Ukrainians tomorrow. They
have known warfare that
few modern nations can ap-
preciate or imagine, while
showcasing a spirit that is
infectiously defiant. Ukraine
might stand alone on the

battlefield, but they are aided
by dozens of nations across
the world, and billions of
people who oppose the
despotic, genocidal designs
of Vladimir Putin’s con-
quest.

I do not know when this
column will conclude, but
it will persist so long as
Ukraine’s fight does. So
long as men and women
perish on the Ukrainian
frontline, I can sharpen my
pen weekly to praise their
heroism, document their
struggle, and advocate for
the United States continued
support of our brave, coura-
geous allies. Though the
pen may be mightier than
the sword, there is no ques-
tioning the honor of those
who wield the latter.

In Solidarity with Ukraine.
Greetings! I am planning

a “mailbag” edition of Coffee
in Coby soon, so please
send any questions you may
have for me about
Schoharie County politics,
the Atlanta Braves 2021
World Series title or what-
ever else, and it might just
be included. My email is
timothycknight93@gmail.c
om.

Tagua Nut Gift  Shop & Café ~ (518)234-2628 

 

 

Open for Breakfast & Lunch. Gift Cards Available. 
Healthy options...Salads, Paninis & Buddha Bowls 
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- Increased Vitamins & Minerals in your Diet. 
- Potential Weight Loss. 
- Increased Energy. 
- Decrease Inflammation & Reset Your Body. 
- Protect Against Disease.   AAcaAcAcaiAcai 

Summit SnoRiders Aids Helios

The Summit SnoRiders would like to report we had a very successful
fundraiser to benefit Helios Care.  We were able to raise $5,980.00!
We would like to thank all the businesses that contributed plus our

hardworking volunteers.  Left to right in the attached photo are Bruce
Wollaber, president,  Dan Ayres, Helios CEO/president, and Debra

Wollaber, committee chair. 

Obituaries
Kayla Hitchcock

Kayla A. Hitchcock
(Black) of Carlisle, NY
sadly passed away unex-
pectedly on Friday, March
31st, 2023 at Albany
Medical Center. She de-
parted her loving family
too soon at just 29 years
old.

Kayla was born on Au-
gust 25th, 1993 in Coop-
erstown, NY, and was lov-
ingly raised by parents
Peggy & Chris Duncan.

After Kayla graduated
from Sharon Springs
Central School, she went
on to study Criminology
at Herkimer County Com-
munity College for 2 ½
years. 

Kayla loved her com-
munity and was a Fire
Department Explorer for
the Sharon Springs Fire
Department. She most
recently worked as a Den-
tal Assistant at Schoharie
Dental.

Kayla was preceded in
death by her biological
father Fredrick W. Black,
maternal grandfather
Kevin W. Kennedy, and
maternal great-grandpar-
ents Della & George Hig-
gins.

She is survived by her
three sons, Jesse (8),
Daniel (4), and Keith (1),
husband Daniel Hitch-
cock, and stepdaughter
Journey (9).

Her brother Kevin Dun-
can, sister Brittany Black,
maternal grandmother
Karen Kennedy, paternal
grandparents Fred & Ar-
lene Black, in-laws Kyle
& Joanne Hitchcock, Un-
cle Ken & Aunt Nina
Kennedy, Aunt Laurie
Scudder, cousin Kimberly
J. Buck, and countless
other family and friends
will miss Kayla dearly.

Kayla enjoyed spending
time with those that
meant the most to her,
especially her children. 

Kayla was so full of
life, love, and happiness,
bringing a smile every-
where she went. She will
be missed tremendously.

While Kayla’s family
grieves her loss, they are
choosing to remember
her in a way that honors
her spirit.

Service arrangements
have not yet been made.

Winners!

The George S., and
Stella M. Knight Essay
Contest Chapter win-

ners are pictured here.
On the left is Brianna

Dervlin of MIddle-
burgh, Mr. Richard C.
Smith SAR Chaplain

presenting, and Yasmin
Issa of Sharon Springs. 
Contestants submit an

essay based on an
event, person, philoso-
phy or ideal associated
with the American Rev-
olution, Declartion of
Independence, or the
framing of the United
States Constitution. 
Photos by Bob Duso.

New Home for Everything
Shoppe in Sharon Springs
By Alexis Pencar

The Everything Shoppe
in Cobleskill has found a
new home in the Village
of Sharon Springs on
Main Street starting mid-
May!

After being asked to
vacate their storefront at
115 Plaza Lane Suite 8,
Cobleskill, NY 12043 by
the end of April, The
Everything Shoppe, a
non-profit thrift store run
by The Gathering Place,
had to scramble to find
another option. 

With quite the follow-
ing, the first effort was
to stay in Cobleskill but
with limited time and op-
tions the search expand-
ed out landing on the
smaller but keen market
of Sharon Springs.

The new location for
The Everything Shoppe
will be at 209 Main
Street, Sharon Springs,
NY 13459, right next to
Chalybeate Park, set to
open mid-May. The hours
will be Tuesday through
Saturday 10:00 am until

3:00 pm.
With hopes to reopen

another location in
Cobleskill by Summer
and then another to fol-
low in Conesville, this
would be in addition to
the successful Middle-
burgh location and new
Sharon Springs spot, pro-
viding a total of 4 loca-
tions once complete!

The Everything Shoppe
boasts consistent and low
prices on clothing, house-
hold items, small appli-
ances, craft materials,
jewelry, and more! They
take donations during
business hours and en-
sure there is little to no
waste since “everything
gets worked through”. All
the proceeds from this
nonprofit support Seniors
at The Gathering Place
and more!

Executive Director Kim
Witkowski of The Gath-
ering Place, responsible
for The Everything
Shoppe, said she is “so
grateful for the continu-
ous community support”.

She added, “we are grow-
ing so much and there
will be even more expan-
sion soon!”

Witkowski also offered
that “the Manager of all
The Everything Shoppe
sites, Linda Ovitt, does
such a great job” and
they are “really excited
for what's to come!”

With excitement all
around and so many pos-
itive changes on the hori-
zon, look out for more
updates and exclusive
content from The
Cobleskill Herald.

The Gathering Place,
the popular and growing
50 Plus Community Cen-
ter, provides resources,
programs, meeting space,
classes, and activities all
dedicated to enhancing
the lives of the 50 Plus
population in Schoharie
County and surrounding
areas. They are located
at 127 Kenyon Road,
Cobleskill, NY 12043. For
more information, call
(518) 254-7040.

Still Waiting?Still Waiting?
Call us atCall us at

518-763-6854518-763-6854
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LITE 94.3 100.1 AM-1190
AMERICA'S BEST MUSIC

Lite Talk Weekdays (6-Am-9am)
With Doug Stephen & Ja Kershner.
"America's Best Music" All Day..All

Night Over 1000 Adult Song Selection. Local Weather 87 Times Per Day!
Nascar-Yankees- Bulldog Sports. The Polka Celebration Show Sunday 7-9 AM.

Regional Coverage:
94.3 AM-1190 Schoharie & Otsego Counties.

100.1 Schoharie,Montgomery & Fulton Counties.
Am-1190 All Above Counties.

LISTEN ON LINE: lite943radio.com      (518) 234-3400.

Don’t Miss Out!Don’t Miss Out!
Email us atEmail us at

cobleskillherald@gmail.com!cobleskillherald@gmail.com!

NOTICE 
A vacancy exists in the  Schoharie County Health Department 

in the position of 

DEPUTY PUBLIC HEALTH DIRECTOR
Starting Salary: $73,084 

Incumbent has responsibility for assisting the Public Health Director in
the overall administration of health  department programs and activities.
Responsibilities include budget preparation, fiscal management, data  col-
lection, cost analysis studies, and assisting in the planning and development
of programmatic policies and  procedures. The work is performed under
the general direction of the director, with a high level of autonomy.
Incumbent acts for and in place of the director in their absence. Supervision
is exercised over assigned  departmental staff. Does related work as
required. 

This will be a provisional appointment; permanent appointment will be
contingent upon successful completion of a  Civil Service examination and
becoming reachable on the resulting eligible list.  

Candidates interested in being considered for this position must submit
an employment application to the Schoharie  County Department of
Personnel & Civil Service, 284 Main Street, PO Box 675, Schoharie, NY
12157, ( e-mail: CivilService@co.schoharie.ny.us ) by the close of business
on APRIL 17, 2023 

Applications may be obtained in the Personnel Office or online at: 

www.schohariecounty-ny.gov 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: 
Possession of a Bachelor’s degree in Public Health, Health Administration,

Nursing, Environmental Health, or  a closely-related field; and two (2)
years of professional supervisory or administrative-level experience in a
recognized public or private health-related agency. 

NOTE: A higher level of education can be pro-rated for experience up to
one year. 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENT: Incumbent must possess a valid New York
State driver’s license or otherwise  demonstrate the ability to meet the
travel needs of the job.

NOTICE *revised & re-issued* 
A vacancy exists in the Schoharie County Health Department 

in the position of 
PUBLIC HEALTH PREPAREDNESS COORDINATOR

Starting Salary: $54,810 (CSEA grade 18) 
The work involves responsibility for planning, preparing and completing

projects relative to an emergency-ready public  health department.
Incumbent upgrades, integrates and evaluates local public health preparedness
for responses to  terrorism, pandemic diseases, and other public health
emergencies with federal, state, local, private and non-governmental  or-
ganizations. These efforts are intended to support continuous improvement
of a national system of public health  emergency preparedness that uses
Centers for Disease Control preparedness goals and associated measures
to monitor  public health system response performance. Incumbent may
be assigned either to lead major projects or complete phases  or projects.
The work may also involve the coordination of grant-funded activities with
other municipal departments,  collecting and analyzing data, and preparing
documents necessary for community and economic preparedness activities.
The work is performed under the general supervision of the Public Health
Director. Does related work as required. 

This will be a provisional appointment; permanent appointment will be
contingent upon successful completion of a  Civil Service examination and
becoming reachable on the resulting eligible list. 

Candidates interested in being considered for this position must submit
an employment application to the Schoharie  County Department of
Personnel & Civil Service, 284 Main Street, PO Box 675, Schoharie, NY
12157, ( e-mail:  civilservice@co.schoharie.ny.us ) by the close of business
on APRIL 18, 2023. 

Applications may be obtained in the Personnel Office or online at: 
www.schohariecounty-ny.gov  

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: 
(A) Graduation from a regionally accredited or New York State registered

college or university with a master’s degree or higher in Public Health; OR 
(B) Graduation from a regionally accredited or New York State registered

college or university with a bachelor’s degree in Public Health, Education,
Health Science, Nursing, Emergency Management, Human Services, the
Natural Sciences, or a closely-related field; and two (2) years of paid pro-
fessional experience in Emergency Management, Emergency Medical
Services, or in planning, implementing, coordinating or administering a
public health program; OR 

(C) Graduation from a regionally accredited or New York State registered
college or university with an associate’s degree in a field listed in (B); and
four (4) years of paid professional experience as outlined in (B). 

NOTE: Part-time experience can be pro-rated to equal full-time, based
on number of hours worked per week, and a higher  level of education in
Education, Health Science, Nursing, Emergency Management, Human
Services, the Natural  Sciences, or a closely-related field can be pro-rated
for experience up to one year under minimum qualification (B). 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENT: This class requires frequent travel. In-
cumbents will be required to possess a valid,  appropriate level, New York
State Motor Vehicle operator’s license, or otherwise demonstrate the
ability to meet the travel  needs of the job. 

**In accordance with NYS Public Health Law, appointee must be
fully vaccinated against COVID-19 at time  of appointment and
provide proof of vaccination status** 

New Classes at Landis
Recalibrate: Silent Ex-

cursions
Tuesdays, May 23, June

20, July 18, and August
22

Time: 11:00 AM
Location: Meet at the

Farm House
Registration: Members:

$20; non-members: $30
per class session

Lock your phone in the
car. Bring your journal.

Recalibrate is a way to
reset your relationship to
your senses. All day, every
day we are bombarded
with information: from
colleagues, from family,
from our chosen enter-
tainment. Screens have
become such an integral
part of our lives. While
they are a useful tool,
they can cause over-
whelm if not managed
properly.

We will begin with a
centering and breathing
practice, along with some
gentle stretching. Then
we’ll choose to stay silent
as we walk. We shall ob-
serve as we walk to a
point we can pause to
sit, contemplate, and jour-
nal. We will finish with

the opportunity for quiet
conversation on the way
back to the car.

Instructor: Vanessa
Chambers, Certified Yoga
Instructor. Visit the web-
site for more information
on Vanessa.

Register for each class
separately; click on the
session date above to reg-
ister. Attend any or
all.Class size is limited to
12; class will be cancelled
if fewer than 7 register.

Know and Nurture:
Outdoor Yoga at Landis

Sundays, May 7, June
4, July 9, August 6, and
September 24.

Time: 2:00 PM
Location: The Peace

Pavilion
Registration: Members

$20, nonmembers $30
per session

Know & Nurture: Tools
to help you redirect your
attention inward. An ad-
venture of self explo-
ration. 

There will be 5 yoga
workshops over the
length of the growing sea-
son, each designed to cre-
ate a framework through
which you can experience

who you are. You will no-
tice (without judgement)
how you act/react to the
yoga practices offered.
This is a microcosm of
your life. You will be given
the opportunity to con-
nect the way you behave
in a yoga class to the rest
of your life. 

Each workshop will be
between 75 & 90 minutes
and include centering and
intention setting, breath
direction techniques,
physical postures, resting,
and meditation. 

Bring a mat, and any
props you have (blocks,
blankets, pillows, eye pil-
lows, straps). Classes will
be held outside, so please
consider bug spray. Each
workshop will include
time at the conclusion of
meditation to journal
about your experience.
Don’t forget a journal and
pen.

Register for each class
separately; click on the
session date above to reg-
ister. Attend any or all.
Class maximum is 15 par-
ticipants; class will be
cancelled with fewer than
7 registrants.

Annual Keep Mohawk Valley Initiative Kicks Off in April
19th for Schoharie County

SCHOHARIE - Keep Mo-
hawk Valley Beautiful
(KMVB), a six-county NYS

affiliate of the national Keep
America Beautiful (KAB)
program, is launching the

22nd annual Great American
Cleanup. The Schoharie
County kick-off event will

take place on April 19th at
287 Main Street, Schoharie,
at 2:00 pm. 

KMVB is a standing com-
mittee of the Mohawk Valley
Economic Development Dis-
trict, Inc. (MVEDD), and
represents Fulton, Herkimer,
Montgomery, Oneida, Ot-
sego and Schoharie Coun-
ties.  KAB estimates that
there are still 2,000 pieces
of litter per mile along road-
ways and waterways in this
country – but we can all do
something to help. 

This year’s kick-off event
for Schoharie County will
be co-hosted by MVEDD,
Schoharie Economic Enter-
prise Corporation (SEEC)
and the Schoharie County
Chamber of Commerce. The
public is encouraged to at-
tend the kick-off event, but
also to register a clean-up

or beautification project.
Registering your clean up
allows KMVB to report the
impact of our region’s efforts
to the KAB national office.
When you register, the
KMVB team will coordinate
your cleanup efforts and
provide you with supplies,
such as trash bags and
gloves. To register your team
visit www.mvedd.org/kmvb.

Last year, over 1,700 vol-
unteers across the Mohawk
Valley collectively removed
3,100 bags of litter from
parks, roadways, and wa-
terways. The cleanup and
beautification efforts of
KMVB have far reaching
positive impacts on the en-
vironment, communities,
and even the mental well
being of the residents of the
Mohawk Valley.

The Mohawk Valley Eco-

nomic Development District
(MVEDD) and Schoharie
Economic Enterprise Cor-
poration (SEEC) will be on-
site to sign up groups or
answer any questions.  This
is a great opportunity for
businesses, corporations,
youth groups, and sports
teams to give back to their
community. 

For more information, or
to report a site that needs
to be cleaned or rehabilitat-
ed, email info@mvedd.org.
You may also follow KMVB
on Facebook (Keep Mohawk
Valley Beautiful – KMVB)
for additional information.
To donate funding or mate-
rials, register your team, or
access the sponsorship pack-
age, visit
www.mvedd.org/kmvb or
call (315) 866-4671.  

Charlotteville Schoolhouse Pancake
Breakfast and Bake Sale

Sunday April 16, 8:00-11:00 AM, at the
corner of Baptist Church Road and 

Charlotte Valley Road in Charlotteville 
All You Can Eat.  

Adult $10, Child $5, 50/50 Raffle.  
Gofundme link: 

http://www.gofundme.com/cville-schoolhouse
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Police Blotter

Monday, March 27,
2023 

At 11:31 AM, Cobleskill
Police arrested Rostam
Freitag, 42, of Cobleskill,
N.Y. for aggravated  un-
licensed operation of a
motor vehicle in the sec-
ond degree. He was is-
sued a traffic ticket to
appear in  Cobleskill
Town Court on
05/02/2023 at 2:00 PM. 

Thursday, March 30,
2023 

At 5:42 PM, Cobleskill
Police arrested Kelly
Austin, 49, of Jefferson,
N.Y. for aggravated unli-
censed  operation of a
motor vehicle in the sec-
ond degree and one other
vehicle and traffic law vi-
olation. She  was issued
traffic tickets to appear
in Cobleskill Town Court

on 05/02/2023 at 2:00
PM. 

Friday, March 31,
2023 

At 10:45 AM, Cobleskill
Police executed a bench
warrant from Cobleskill
Town Court and arrested
Rachel Corsi, 37, home-
less, for failure to appear
on a previous charge. She
was arraigned in
Schoharie  County CAP
Court at 6:00 PM and re-
manded to Schoharie
County Correctional Fa-
cility to appear in
Cobleskill Town Court on
04/04/2023 at 2:00 PM. 

At 11:30 AM, Cobleskill
Police executed an arrest
warrant from Cobleskill
Town Court and arrested
Rachel Corsi, 37, home-
less, for possession of a
forged instrument in the
third degree and petit lar-
ceny. She was arraigned
at Schoharie County CAP
Court at 6:00 P.M. and

remanded to Schoharie
County  Correctional Fa-
cility to appear in
Cobleskill Town Court on
04/04/2023 at 2:00 PM. 

At 3:22 PM, Cobleskill
Police arrested Walter
Colgan, 60, of Cobleskill,
N.Y. for aggravated  un-
licensed operation of a
motor vehicle in the third
degree and one other ve-
hicle and traffic law  vio-
lation. He was issued traf-
fic tickets to appear in
Cobleskill Town Court on
05/02/2023 at 2:00 PM. 

At 7:42 PM, Cobleskill
Police arrested Anthony
Evenson, 23, of Canajo-
harie, N.Y. for aggravated
unlicensed operation of
a motor vehicle in the
third degree and one oth-
er vehicle and traffic law
violation. He was issued
traffic tickets to appear
in Cobleskill Town Court
on 05/02/2023 at 2:00
PM. 

NOTICE 
A vacancy exists in the  

Schoharie County Health Department in the position of 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT I
Starting Salary: $33,299 (CSEA grade 8) 

Performs routine administrative support and accounting functions for a
department or a unit. Tasks  involve a substantial amount of time operating
a computer and completing tasks to ensure the efficient  workflow of the
office. The position requires trust and confidence and may involve the ex-
change of  confidential information. Incumbents work under general su-
pervision of higher-level staff. Does related  work as required. 

This will be a provisional appointment; permanent appointment will be
contingent upon successful completion of a  Civil Service examination
and becoming reachable on the resulting eligible list.  

Candidates interested in being considered for this position must submit
an employment application to the Schoharie  County Department of
Personnel & Civil Service, 284 Main Street, PO Box 675, Schoharie, NY
12157, ( e-mail: CivilService@co.schoharie.ny.us ) by the close of business
on APRIL 12, 2023 

Applications may be obtained in the Personnel Office or online at: 

www.schohariecounty-ny.gov 

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: 
(A) Graduation from a regionally accredited college or university or one

accredited by the New York State with an Associate degree or higher in
Business Administration, Accounting, mathematics or a closely related
field; OR 

(B) High School diploma or possession of a high school equivalency
diploma AND two years of paid professional clerical experience working
with accounts or budgets. 

NOTE: Part-time employment can be pro-rated to count towards full-
time (based on number of  hours worked per week).

experiences during these
very challenging times.

Reservations and pay-
ment for the luncheon
must be made before
May 8.  For additional
information, call Presi-
dent Leslie Hooper at
518 827 4754. Please
include your contact in-
formation if you are leav-
ing a message.

Restaurant in Cobleskill,
NY.  The meeting starts
at 10:30 AM with lunch
to follow at noon.

The SCRTA is part of
the Retired Educators of
New York (RENY) with
a variety of objectives of
interest to retired edu-
cators.  We welcome our
newest retired educators
to join us and share their

If you are a retired ed-
ucator (teacher, admin-
istrator, or teaching as-
sistant) who taught or is
currently living in
Schoharie County, you
are cordially invited to
the spring meeting of the
Schoharie County Retired
Teachers Association
(SCRTA) on May 17,
2023 at Chieftans

Attention Retired Educators of
Schoharie County

Lt. Gov. Delgado Keynote Speaker at Annual Chamber Dinner
COBLESKILL – The

Schoharie County Chamber
of Commerce is pleased to
announce that the keynote
speaker at their Annual Din-
ner will be the Antonio Del-
gado, the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor for the State of New
York.  The Emcee for the
event will be Channel 10
News Chief Meteorologist
Steve Caporizzo.  The An-
nual Dinner will be held on
Thursday, May 11, 2023

from 6 PM to 9 PM at The
Olde Tater Barn in Central
Bridge.  Tickets are $60
per person.  The dinner will
also feature local business
gift basket raffle, a 50/ 50
raffle, and swag bags for all
attendees.

The Chamber Annual Din-
ner is an event where Out-
standing businesses, non-
profits and individuals are
recognized for outstanding
service to Schoharie County.

Being honored this year at
the dinner are: Business of
the Year - R. L. Parsons;
Non-Profit Business of the
Year - Landis Arboretum;
Community Leader of the
Year - Alicia Terry; Lifetime
Achievement Award - Mau-
reen Lodes; New Business
of the Year - David’s Eateries;
and People’s Choice Award
- The Arc Lexington.

For more information and
to purchase tickets online,

please visit the Schoharie
County Chamber website at

h t t p s : / /
https://schohariechamber.co

m/annual-dinner/ or call
(518) 295-8824.

Win Tickets to Yankee Stadium or Citi
Field in Mountain Eagle's Baseball

Trivia Contest
It's Week Two for the

Mountain Eagle's famous
baseball trivia contest!

The first place winner of
the contest will receive two
tickets to a Mets or Yankees
game this summer. The sec-
ond place winner will re-
ceive will get two tickets to
the Hall of Fame in Coop-
erstown. The third place
winner will get a $20 gift
certificate for Yastrzemski
Sports on Main Street in
Cooperstown.

Just answer the five ques-
tions each week and mail
in your answers.

Since we live in New York,
the questions will center
around the Yankees and
Mets. Now we know, in the
age of the Internet, you can
Google the answer to almost

anything in five seconds,
and we can't stop you from
doing that. But, TRY, to an-
swer these questions on
your own. 

This week's questions will
focus on Citi Field firsts:

1. Who did the Mets play
t the first game on April
13, 2009?

2. Who was the Mets'
starting pitcher?

3. Who won the game?
4. Who batted leadoff for

the Mets that day?
5. Who had the Mets first

hit in the new stadium?
Answers to last week's

questions:
1. What former Brooklyn

Dodger was the starting
pitcher for the first two
Mets opening days? Roger
Craig.

2. The Yankees last won
the World Series in 2009.
Who was their opening day
starting pitcher? CC
Sabathia

3. The Mets last won the
World Series in 1986. Who
was their opening day start-
ing pitcher? Dwight Good-
en.

4. What year was the first
that Babe Ruth was in the
opening day lineup for the
Yankees? 1920

5. In 1962, who had the
first hit for the New York
Mets and who hit the first
home run? Gus Bell and
Gil Hodges, respectively.

Next week, Yankee Sta-
dium firsts.

Good luck and keep root-
ing for the "home teams."

David Avitabile
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20/20 Sale!

Hours: Mon 9-1; Tues - Thurs 9-6; Fri 9-5; Closed Sat&Sun

Dark Sky LLC and Citizen Scientists join forces.
If you love stars, and constellations and also like observing
animals and nature you may be a candidate for being a 

Citizen Scientist.
Come join our class and see how you can become a Citizen

Scientist/ ages 12 thru 103 years old.  $10 pp
Classes star April 15, 2023 @ Pizza Shack

11 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
558 West Main Street Cobleskill, NY 12043

607-201-8980  Space is limited/reservations are mandatory.

DISABLED VET living in
Stamford is looking for

home health aide. Flexible
hours and days. Please
call (607) 652-2449.

Physics Fun at CRCS

Rolling rockets. Overcoming the forces of drag, friction, and gravity. The
kids learn what it takes to make it happen this week at CRCS. Photos by

Bob Duso.

Fire! The rockets are off, and running. Who's rocket overcomes the forces of
nature?

The 5th grade class from Radez school in Richmondville were invited to the
Cobleskill-Richmondville Central school by Mr. Power's science teacher, and
the high school students who helped with the event. The event gave the 5th
graders a chance to see what lies ahead of them. They all seemed to enjoy

learning.

On Trial!

The Wicked witch has finally been
caught, and has been brought before

the court. Justice presiding? Why
it's the Fairy Godmother of course,

played by Claire Brownell, who
runs a tight ship.

ABOVE: The wicked
witch played by Re-
becca Redmond, and
her lawyer the evil

stepmother, played by
Molly Hay.

BELOW: The "Wicked
Witch" Rebbecca Red-

mond reacts to the
charges she faces. Keep

an eye out for flying
houses. Good luck!

Cast photograph taken before the play. Makeup
checks are complete, and everyone is ready to do

their part. Break a leg!
Photos by Bob Duso.
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YOUR LOCAL HAPPENINGS FOR
SHARON SPRINGS

Sharon Things
By Alexis Pencar

Hey Neighbors!
Happy Easter Holiday

to you all! 
It was the Spring Awak-

ening in the Village last
week with lots of activity
on Main Street! The weath-
er was rainy but warm for
the event most of Saturday
and then we felt the lows
again on Sunday. Overall
it is nice to have the shops
in the Village open again
for the season!

Looks like we're in for
some warmer tempera-
tures with highs in the
70s on the horizon and
some nice sunny days too.
This is also the time of
year we encounter highs
and lows with 30-degree-
plus ranges and changes.
We're not out of the woods
yet with continued freezing
lows at night over the
weekend.

There are a number of
openings for the Village
Board and even one for
the School Board coming
up! If you're interested in
making even more of a
difference in your com-
munity, inquire to each or-
ganization for more infor-
mation.

After the burst pipe last
week, with work that went
on longer than expected,
the Water and Sewer Proj-
ect construction has con-
tinued with major closures
on Chestnut St. 

Brimstone Bakery is
open during this big
change, with lots of con-
struction, so stop by for a
delicious coffee, pastry, or
even lunch today! If the
road happens to be closed,
you can use the alternate
route by heading West on

Route 20, then making a
left on Sawmill Road and
then following that back
down until it meets with
Chestnut Street, bringing
you in from the other di-
rection.

Sharon Springs 
Rescue Squad

The Sharon Springs Res-
cue Squad is a cornerstone
of our community! With
many active members,
they are always looking
for new volunteers for
Drivers, First Responders,
Social Members, and
EMT’s. SSRS will fund any
training that is needed.
SSRS meets the first Mon-
day of the month at 7 pm
and would be happy to
answer any questions with
how you can support your
community.

Sharon Springs 
Free Library

Saturday, April 15 is Tax
Day! Have some food on
us! Join our nutrition ed-
ucator, Kimberly, at the
Sharon Springs Free Li-
brary Community Room
for a fun, interactive class
that will feature the hands-
on preparation—and tast-
ing!—of a delicious, af-
fordable, healthy dish. All
ages welcome, and ad-
vance registration is re-
quested. Saturday, April
15, 2023, 11:00 AM until
noon. Contact the library
at 518-284-3126 or
Hthomas1@mvls.info.

Friday, April 21 at 6:00
pm, Book Discussion on
"The Department of Rare
Books and Special Collec-
tions" by Eva Jurczyk. In
it, a young librarian left
to run things finds that
the library's most prized
manuscript is missing.

Thanks to all patrons
and visitors who made this
year's Annual Great Book
Giveaway a Great success,
by bringing and taking
books and by leaving gen-
erous cash donations. The
Community Room is open
with the remaining books,
and all are welcome to
come browse and help
themselves during our
open hours this week. We
are back to our regular
hours now (Monday and
Thursday 10 - 6, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday 3 -
8 and Saturday 10 - 1.
That is two extra hours
on Tuesday, Wednesday
and Friday that you can
come browse.

We now have puzzles
you can check out to take
home and do on the long
rainy days of spring. We
have checked them all and
all the pieces are there.
Donations of puzzles are
welcome to increase our
collection if you care to
share any you have.
Trivia Question from

last week: 
True or False? Conser-

vators require white cotton
gloves when handling rare
books.

The answer is False. Al-
though there is a public
perception that this is the
case, conservators shy
away from wearing white
cotton gloves when han-
dling rare books. The
gloves, they say, might
cause the handler to drop
or damage the books be-
cause they are loose fitting.
Rubber gloves on the other
hand, are too resistant and
might cause tears. Han-
dling rare books with bare
hands and great care is
the rule.

Children’s Reading
Group is on Thursday
mornings from 10-11 AM
and includes story time,
crafts, and a snack for pre-

school and homeschool
children up to third grade.

For more Library infor-
mation please contact
(518) 284-3126.

Worship Services
The Sharon Reformed

Church (6858 State Route
10, Sharon Springs, NY
13459) offers weekly serv-
ice at 10:30 am. Contact
at (518) 234-2387 for
more details.

The Sharon Springs
United Methodist Church
(511 State Route 20,
Sharon Springs, NY,
13459) offers weekly serv-
ice at 10:30 am. Contact
at (518) 284-2200 for
more details.

The St. Thomas The
Apostle Catholic Church
(24 Maple Avenue, Cherry
Valley, NY 13320) offers
weekly mass at 10:00 am.
Reminder: confession is
available 30 minutes before
every mass. Contact at
(607) 264-3779 for more
details.

The Zion St. John’s

Lutheran Church Seward
(114 Mesick Ave,
Cobleskill, NY 12043) of-
fers weekly service on
Sundays at 9:00 am. Con-
tact at (518) 234-3222
for more details.

Cornerstone Baptist
Church (7274 Route 10,
Ames, NY 13317). Sunday
Service is at 10:00 am.
All are welcome. Contact
(518) 673 3405 for more
details.

Food Pantry
The Sharon Springs

Food Pantry is an excellent
local resource for all! They
are located in the United
Methodist Church on
Route 20, across from the
school (511 US Route 20,
Sharon’s Springs, NY
13459).

They are always accept-
ing donations! If you or
someone you know is in
need of the Pantry, the
hours are Thursday 9:00
am -10:30 am and 5:00
pm - 6:30 pm.

Senior Congregate Meal

Site
Linda Wegner, Sharon

Springs Meal Site Manager,
invites local residents to
enjoy some good company
and a noon-time meal year
round (except holidays) at
the “Spa Ritz” Senior Con-
gregate Meal Site at the
Firehouse at 137 Beech-
wood Rd. M-W-F. All orders
for meals must be called
into the Schoharie County
Office for the Aging at
518-295-2001 by 2 p.m.
for the following day. A
suggested donation of $4
is accepted from those 60
years old and older. Under
age 60? You’re welcome
to participate for a fee of
$5.

To share community
news, upcoming events,
business specials, adjusted
hours, birthdays, anniver-
saries, or even an out-
standing resident, please
reach out to: (772) 971-
1410 or
alexis.pencar@gmail.com. 

Sharon Springs Central School Clay Target Team received another dona-
tion to start off their season from the American Legion Post 248 in Middle-

burgh this past week!
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Family Support Services
Hi Everyone, There is now a
New Family Support Group
meeting being held every 

Monday evening from 5:30 –
7:00pm at Open Arms Recovery

Center on Main Street in
Schoharie. Everyone is 

welcome, feel free to join us
for some or all of the meeting.

We are here to help you and
your family navigate the 

complexities of being and/or
loving someone with a 

Substance Use Disorder.  If you
have any questions at all,

please feel free to contact me.
Bushnell.Chrystal@SCCASA518.org

Cell: (518)605-4180

Please make checks payable to the Schoharie County Republican Committee at

Free Trees for Village for Arbor Day
By Alexis Pencar

SHARON SPRINGS —
The Village of Sharon
Springs has scheduled a
native tree giveaway with
educational sessions this
Spring in celebration of
Arbor Day! The Village
is sponsoring this event
in preparation for its up-
coming application for
Tree City USA.

Arbor Day in New York
State is April 28th so the
newly appointed Tree
Board has met and
planned a wonderful ed-
ucational community
event the Saturday & Sun-
day following, April 29th
& 30th, from 12:00 pm
until 2:00 pm both days.

Along with the tree
giveaway and an educa-
tional session from a local

Arborist, look out for a
craft for kids and addi-
tional information about
your new tree!

At this time, the trees
that will be offered are
Sand Cherry and Winter-
berry. These particular
trees are native to our
area and will help pro-
mote new and long-term
tree growth in the Village. 

Supplies will be limited
and there will be a signup
sheet for more ongoing
details on continued
events like workshops,
family-friendly events,
etc.

The Village is working
towards becoming one
of 3,652 other commu-
nities that have satisfied
the requirements to be
called a Tree City. This
program is responsible

for nearly 1 million trees
planted since 1976!

The Tree City USA pro-
gram, through the Arbor
Day Foundation, provides
communities with a
framework to maintain
and grow their tree cover.
It also gives them an av-
enue to celebrate their
work, showing residents,
visitors, and the entire
country that they’re com-
mitted to the mission of
environmental change.

This newly scheduled
event will be the first of
its kind and a very posi-
tive direction for the Vil-
lage of Sharon Springs!
For more information on
this event, look out for
more news coverage here
as well as flyers around
the Village soon!

New 
Boiler 

Installation
$750 Off
Oil Tank 

Replacement
$250 Off

Air
Conditioning
Installation
$500 Off

Oil System Yearly 
Maintenance Intro Price $179

Water Softener
Installation 
$200 Off

NBC Supports SUNY Foundation with
Corporate Partners Scholarship Program

COXSACKIE /
COBLESKILL – The Na-
tional Bank of Coxsackie
has donated $1,000 to-
wards the SUNY Cobleskill
Foundations Corporate
Partners Scholarship Pro-
gram. 

The Corporate Partners
Scholarship Program pro-
vides financial assistance
to SUNY Cobleskill stu-
dents in the form of busi-
ness supported annual
scholarships. To be eligi-
ble, students must be en-
rolled on a fulltime basis,
demonstrate financial
need, and have a GPA of
2.5 or above. This schol-
arship aids in covering
the cost of books, tech-
nology, academic fees,
equipment, room and
board, and other crucial
non-tuition educational re-
lated needs.

"We are so pleased and
thankful for the generous
commitments by area
businesses in support of
our corporate scholarship
program," said John
Zacharek, SUNY Cobleskill
Vice President for Devel-
opment and Executive Di-
rector for the SUNY
Cobleskill Foundation.
"For $1,000, a company
like National Bank of Cox-
sackie can name a schol-
arship for the year, which
can make an enormous
difference to an aspiring
student pursuing a degree

through our unique ap-
plied learning approach.
The success of our stu-
dents, 98 percent of
whom enter their career
field or go on to pursue a
higher degree within a
year of their graduation,
is testament that a
Cobleskill education truly
works."

“National Bank of Cox-
sackie is always looking
for ways to support our
local communities,” Mid-
dleburgh Branch Manager
Heather Kelly commented,

“especially if it can be di-
rected towards our youth
who have a need.” 

Keven Mathes, NBC
Commercial Loan Officer
went on to say, "NBC is
excited to support stu-
dents studying at Suny
Cobleskill through its par-
ticipation in the college's
Corporate Partnerships
Scholarship Program.
Through our relationship
we are happy to provide
an impactful way to help
students afford their col-
lege education."

From left: NBC Middleburgh Assistant Manager
Brenda Bellinger, NBC Middleburgh Head Teller
Tina Fischer, NBC Middleburgh Branch Manager
Heather Kelly, SUNY Cobleskill Director of Devel-

opment and Corporate Partnerships Nick De-
Caprio, MBA, M.Ed., and NBC Commercial Loan

Officer Keven Mathes

Spanish 3 period 6 performing "Nuestra Cancio'n" at the Bravo event CRCS
theater.

Spanish 4 Period 4 performing their dance number "Mi gente" . What a
show, they did great. Photos by Bob Duso.

French 4 period 4
performing "Mi

Gente" by J. Balwin,
Willy Williams

Bravo! An Interna-
tional Lip-Sync Con-
test Performed by the
language classes of

the high school. A spe-
cial thank you was

given
to Mr. Michael Lent
and the stage crew
for their dedication
and hard work for

this and every event
that takes place. They

are amazing.

Bravo!
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CROP Hunger Walk
Coming to Cobleskill

The 2023 Schoharie
County Aggie Scott Me-
morial CROP Hunger
Walk will start  at
Cobleskill United
Methodist Church at 1:30
PM on Sunday, May 7,
rain or shine.

Twenty-five percent of
all money turned in that
day will go to three food
pantries in Schoharie
County. The remaining
75% will go to Church
World Service for distri-
bution in the United
States and across the
world.

The letters in CROP
stand for  ‘’Communities
Responding to Overcome
Poverty.’’  When Church
World Service originally
created the first CROP
Walks  after World War
II,  the word CROP stood
for ‘’Christian Relief
Overseas Project.’’ The
Church World Service’s
top  priority has always
been providing aid to the
people in foreign coun-
tries, especially  third-
world nations in Africa.

Like last year’s
fundraiser, this year’s lo-
cal CROP Hunger Walk
will be  a combination of

in-person and virtual.
People who want to walk
in person on May 7 will
meet before 1:30 at
Cobleskill United
Methodist Church  to turn
in their donation en-
velopes as they register.
A short program will start
at 1:30, the Walk itself
about ten minutes later.

The 2023 CROP
Hunger Walk follows a
course of 2.8 miles
around Cobleskill. Maps
and directions will be
available for participants.
Markers will not be post-
ed along the route.

People who want to
walk virtually can walk
any distance of their
choosing whenever and
wherever they want be-
fore May 7. Virtual Walk-
ers do not have to walk
in Cobleskill. No one
from the CROP Hunger
Walk planning team will
ask how far a virtual
Walker went to earn a
2023 tee shirt.

Virtual Walkers not go-
ing to Cobleskill UMC on
May 7 to pick up their
tee shirts   need to tell
their church recruiters
their tee shirt sizes before

May 7 so that the re-
cruiters can pick up the
shirts on CROP Hunger
Walk Sunday  and deliver
them to virtual Walkers
on the following week-
end.

However, virtual Walk-
ers can turn in their do-
nation envelopes and get
their tee shirts before
1:30 on May 7 at
Cobleskill United
Methodist Church.      

The members of the
planning team for this
year’s Schoharie County
Aggie Scott Memorial
CROP Hunger Walk  are
Registration Coordinator
Tracy Smith, Local CROP
Treasurer Becky Leggieri
and  Event Arranger John
Jarvis.

At press time, four
Schoharie County
churches and one from
Albany County will pro-
vide the Walkers for the
event either in-person or
virtually.

Team Empie will be
back again this year.

People with questions
about  the annual
fundraiser can call 518-
234-2933 for more in-
formation.

Puttin’ on the Spa Ritz

Some “Spa Ritz” meal participants celebrated spring’s arrival by enjoying
lunch of Swedish meatballs and egg noodles and playing spring trivia.
By Alexis Pencar

SHARON SPRINGS —
The Sharon Silver & Gold
Senior Club will hold its next
meeting at 12 noon on Fri-
day, April 14th at the Office
for the Aging’s Meal Site in
the Village of Sharon Springs
at the Firehouse (137 Beech-
wood Road).

The Silver & Gold Senior
Club meets each month and
provides enriching activities
and positively contributes
to the lives of so many!
Members of this club come
from surrounding areas in-
cluding Sharon, Cherry Val-
ley, Cobleskill, Ames, and
beyond.

With Seniors of all ages,
this vibrant group is warm
and welcoming to all! It’s a
great place to make new
friends or just add a fun ac-
tivity to your schedule!

For the Silver & Gold April
luncheon, celebrating Spring,
expect a delicious and nu-
tritious meal of roast beef
with gravy, mashed potatoes,
shredded red cabbage, veg-
etable blend, and angel food
cake with strawberries. A

business meeting and pres-
entation by Bob Muller of
Sun Mountain Apiary in De-
lanson will follow.

Area Seniors interested in
more information about the
Club should contact Anne
Lennebacker, President, at
607-547-9055. Those inter-
ested in attending the April
14th luncheon meeting must
call the “Spa Ritz” Meal Site
by April 12th at 518-284-
2883 on Monday, Wednes-
day, or Friday between 10
AM and 2 PM.

Linda Wegner, Sharon
Springs Meal Site Manager,

invites local residents to
enjoy some good company
and a noon-time meal year
round (except holidays) at
the “Spa Ritz” Sr. Congregate
Meal Site at the Firehouse
at 137 Beechwood Rd. M-
W-F. All orders for meals
must be called into the
Schoharie County Office for
the Aging at 518-295-2001
by 2 p.m. for the following
day. A suggested donation
of $4 is accepted from those
60 years old and older. Under
age 60? You’re welcome to
participate for a fee of $5.


