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Stamford Preps for March Elections
By Liz Page

STAMFORD - With village
elections set for March 21,
members of the Stamford
Village Board passed a res-
olution to hold the general
election for one four-year
term for mayor, one four-
year term for trustee and
one two-year term for
trustee, during their Jan. 17
meeting. They also appoint-
ed election officials for the
polls which will be open
from noon until 9 p.m. in
Stamford Village Hall.

Petitions for candidates
to appear on the ballot are
due to the Stamford Village
Clerk by February 14. No
one has yet filed a petition,
according to Village Clerk
Jamison Hanway. The peti-

tions require the signature
of registered voters who re-
side in the village.

Although no paperwork
has yet been filed, Mayor
Robert Schneider has indi-
cated he will seek another
term, due to capitol projects
that are not yet completed.
In an email he stated, "I am
running again, primarily due
to the capitol projects that
are midstream and the un-
resolved issues at the pool.
I have acute knowledge of
these projects and would
like to see them through. It
would be difficult for some-
one to jump into them mid-
stream. These projects would
have been completed if not
for Covid. It was just the
luck of the draw. Of course

someone could run against
me and win and then they
would have to get up to
speed."

Schneider had intended
to serve just one term.

Trustee Jim Kopp has also
indicated he will seek an-
other term. However, there
are no known candidates at
this time for the two-year
trustee seat.

Eligible residents who
wish to register to vote
should contact the Delaware
County Board of Elections.
The deadline to registerin
order to vote in the March
21 election is March 10,
2023.

A resolution to schedule
a public hearing for April
18, 2023 at 6:45 p.m. on a

proposed local law to over-
ride the tax levy limit for
the 2024 fiscal year was
adopted by trustees.

Trustees, with Jim Kopp
absent from the meeting,
also appointed the firm of
Monaco, Cooper, Lamme &
Carr PLCC  as village attor-
ney, the same firm approved
last October as special coun-
sel. Laura Golfo was present
to take the oath of office.
She replaces Shawn Smith,
who is now the acting Dis-
trict Attorney for Delaware
County, and may no longer
serve as village attorney. 

Trustees formally adopted
the rental agreement for the
tenants of the Churchill Gym
building, which houses the
village library and Kiddie

Corner Preschool. In previ-
ous articles it was reported
the library and the preschool
had not paid rent previously.
That information is incorrect,
they did pay rent to the
school district, however it
was substantially lower than
the current proposal.

Stamford Central School
has agreed to pay the village
through the end of the
school year, June 30, 2023,
which will offset the cost of
heating the gym area, ac-
cording to Mayor Schneider.
The school utilizes the gym
for sports practices.

At a workshop meeting
earlier this month, Mayor
Schneider said the school
could continue to utilize the
gym area for practices, but
would have to pay a fee.
Since the workshop meeting,
Schneider said he discussed
it with the SCS Superinten-
dent Dr. Glen Huot. Although
no firm agreement has been
made, Mayor Schneider said
they are looking at a pay-
ment of $5,000. His main
concern during the work-
shop meeting was the cost
of heating the large gym
area, with the high fuel prices
this winter. He said the gym
area was "bleeding money"
on the cost of fuel. The vil-
lage crew was expected to
seal off the gym area, so
village officials could get an
idea of the actual cost for
heating the gym area.

The tentative agreement
with the school would cover
the cost of heating the gym,
according to Mayor Schnei-
der. Lease agreements with
the library and the preschool
would be for 90 days, when
it is expected village officials
will have a better idea of
costs and may renegotiate
the figures.

Trusstees approved a five-
year contract with Cedar-
wood Engineering for op-
eration of the wastewater
treatment plant. Previously
the village has entered three-
year contracts. However, it
was determined the longer
contract would be mutually
beneficial to both parties.

The budget for operation
of the plant over the coming
year has increased 17 per-

cent, according to WWTP
supervisor Lucas Flachs.
The village must bear the
brunt of the cost to replace
windows, with the city pay-
ing 25 percent of the cost.
Another major repair is
resurfacing the sewer tanks,
for which the village must
pay the entire bill, estimated
at $500,000. Flachs told the
board it would be treated
as a capitol project and put
out for bid. The driveway
also needs to be redone.
The estimated cost is
$30,000 with the city picking
up a 20 percent share. He
also touched on damage to
the fiber optic line to the
plant, damaged by the com-
pany replacing the water
mains. The lines have been
patched for the time being
and will be fully replaced,
the cost for replacement
borne by Bellamy, the com-
pany replacing the water
mains.

This led to a discussion
of an increase in the sewer
rates, with three options
proposed. The first option
would be to increase the
sewer unit by $10 per unit
for the coming year and re-
visit the cost next year. It
would make up the deficit
in the current sewer budget.
The second optioin is to
rase the sewer rate by $10
for the coming year, then
drop it back to $5 per unit
going forward. Th third optio
is to create  a special project
fee, to cover the cost of the
projects at the plan and
spred the cost to all sewer
units. Each sewer unit would
to up $12 per unit for the
next two years. After two
years the cost would be re-
evaluated. Trustees seemed
to favor the third option,
however it will be revisited
at the Frebuary meeting. 

The village will also review
permit fees for code en-
forcement. Code Enforce-
ment Officer Rich Irwin is
in the process. He also dis-
cussed transient housing,
which includes short-term
rentals. While it is covered
under state building codes,
the village could have more
restrictive regulations.

It All Depends on 'Mother Nature'
By Liz Page

Just as winter has finally
showed up for local skiers,
snowmobilers and other win-
ter outdoor enthusiasts, it's
time for the groundhog to
come out of his winter den
to predict how many more
weeks of winter are left.
Most of the time Punx-
sutawney Phil predicts six
more weeks. Is that because
the winter solstice lasts until
March 20 at 5:24 p.m. when
the vernal equinox, or spring,
begins? That's about six
weeks after Groundhog Day
on Feb. 2.

Wouldn't it be nice to
point to the calendar and
say, there, winter will begin
or end on this day, or spring,
or summer, or fall. Unfortu-
nately, Mother Nature doesn't
follow the astronomical sea-
sons, which are based on
the position of the sun. She
has her own patterns which
can make seasons longer

or shorter, milder or harsher,
than the those based on the
sun.

The weathermen on tele-
vision last night were kind
of hinting the winter sports
enthusiasts needed some
snow and the back to back
storms this week should
give them enough to do
whatever we enjoy in the
snow. The snowmobilers
were revving their engines

in anticipation of more snow
on Wednesday.

What we do know, and
what we can predict, is that
the daylight is lasting longer
each day as we move toward
the summer solstice, the
day we will see the longest
amount of daylight. That
day is still a long way off. It
happens on the astronomical
calendar on June 21 at 9:57
a.m..

Equinox means equal
night. There are two of them
- the second one comes in
the fall, or the autumnal
equinox (Sept. 21). Daylight
and nighttime are each 12
hours. 

When the groundhog sees
his shadow, there will be six
more weeks of winter. If the
groundhog doesn't see his
shadow, spring will arrive
early. We have had his pre-
diction since Feb. 2, 1887
with the first groundhog day
in Punxsutawney, Pennsyl-
vania. It has grown to be-
come a full day of special,
light hearted events to cele-
brate the furry creature and
his prediction. It is now a
tourist destination in the
middle of winter.

While the day has con-
tinued eventful for 136 years,
scientists will tell you it's all
a bunch of bull. Phil is only
right about 40 percent of
the time. Since 1887, the
groundhog has predicted
an early spring just 20 times. 

The scientists at the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Association NOAA,

are saying we will have cold-
er than normal temperatures
in February, March and April.
The Old Farmer's Almanac
prediction is that this winter
would be the longest and
coldest in years, but it also
said there would be places
where the traditionally snowy
winter never really arrives.
The coldest periods will be
early and late January and
late February. NOAA is say-
ing above normal tempera-
tures may occur in the North-
east.

With some feeling that
winter hasn't been too cold
or snowy, it's unknown which
prediction will be accurate.
Whether or not "Phil" sees
his shadow, astronomically
there will still be six more
weeks in the winter solstice.
The weather could hold al-
most anything, but at least
the days are getting longer. 

Like I said, Mother Nature
will bring whatever she
brings. I have seen softball
teams shoveling paths to
the bases, just because they
wanted to get outside for a
spring sport, even though
games were cancelled for
the first two weeks of the
season in April. There are
pictures of snowstorms well
after the spring equinox.
Mother Nature can bring it
on at any time. Remember
the storm that ruined every-
one's Valentine Day plans?
That was a three-foot snow-
fall on Valentine's Day 1993.
Or March 14, 2017 that
dumped 36 to 42 inches of
snow. And, of course, you
don't want to ask anyone in
the city of Buffalo what kind
of a winter it has been for
them. They saw 51 inches
from one storm  for New
Year's.

Keep the snowshoes
handy, if you like winter, or
look at a spring seed catalog,
if you aren't.

No matter what, the days
are getting longer, and spring
will arrive when Mother Na-
ture is ready.

Indictment In Contractor
Fraud Case 

DELHI – Delaware
County Acting District At-
torney Shawn Smith an-
nounced that Casey B. Tait,
38, of Tannersville, New
York appeared in Delaware
County Court on Jan. 23
in front of the Honorable
Gary A. Rosa. Tait was ar-
raigned on a Two Count
Indictment. 

Count One of the indict-
ment accuses the defen-
dant, Tait, of Grand Lar-
ceny in the Third Degree,
a Class D Felony in viola-
tion of Section 155.35(1)
of New York State Penal
Law. Tait, the owner of
Tait Enterprises, is alleged
to have taken a deposit
for home renovations on
a home in the Town of
Roxbury, and failed to per-
form the contract for ren-
ovations.  

Count Two of the In-
dictment also accuses the

defendant of Grand Lar-
ceny in the Third Degree.
The defendant is alleged
to have received over
$3,000 to complete a
home improvement project
on a house in Roxbury,
but instead of using that
money to complete the
renovations, the contractor
used the funds for other
purposes. 

The defendant pleaded
not guilty to all the charges
at his arraignment. The
case is scheduled for a
conference in Delaware
County Court on Feb. 6.

Smith thanked New York
State Police Investigator
Brian Dengler for his hard
work on the case.  

As are all persons ac-
cused of a crime, the de-
fendant is presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty
in a court of law.
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• Maintenance Assistant  
   - Utilities 
• Plant Utilities Assistant 
• Motor Vehicle Operator(s) 
   /Bus Driver 

Faculty Positions: 
• Architecture 
• Mechatronic/Controls 
• Electrical Controls 

Staff Positions: 
• Senior Programmer 
   /Analyst 

Obituaries

74 Main Street
Stamford NY 12167

http://theantiqueknot.com
631-338-4996

The family of Guerrino 
Dianich would like to 

express their appreciation
to the Sacred Heart
Church community, 

especially the Knights of
Columbus and Women's

Guild.  Thank you to all of
our friends and family

who traveled to be with us
during this difficult time.

Mon - Fri  8 - 6   •   Sat 8 - 4   •   Sun 9 - 1

Railroad Avenue Supply Co. Inc.

5 Railroad Ave.  Stamford NY 12167
607 652-7103

WE'RE HIRING 
Conscientious individual(s) to show proper 
attention and effort toward assisting the 
growth & development of the trees in our 
tree Nursery located in the Andes/Delhi 
area. $25.00 per hour.   
Call: 845 676-4364  Mon-Fri.  8am-4pm.

Year-End Reports And Forthcoming
Initiatives Top WAC Meeting

By Mary A. Crisafulli
WALTON - Watershed

Agricultural Councils Coun-
cil of Directors met on Jan.
24 to hear operation and
year-end department re-
ports, make appointments,
and discuss business.

Heather Magnan gave an
update on communications
and reported all deliverables
were met in 2022. Moving
into 2023 WAC is celebrat-
ing its 30th anniversary, she
said. Magnan's team is de-
veloping outreach and ed-
ucational programming as-
sociated with WAC's an-
niversary. The team is also
creating content for the new
website redesign project
currently underway. With a
revamped website, Magnan
said, all program materials
are being reviewed to ensure
they conform with the WAC
message and brand. 

Due to increased costs in
paper, Magnan expects to
print fewer copies of the
guide booklets that help
promote WAC involvement
and initiatives. Approximate-
ly 55,000 are usually printed,
and she expects to cut about
5,000 handouts. 

Amy Faulkner, director of
operations, presented the
information and technology
(IT) report in John Jackson's
absence. The IT department
continues to work on the
operating system update
project. A new database sys-
tem is being installed, which
will be implemented along-
side the current database
to identify bugs, she ex-

plained. According to
Faulkner, portions of the
new system can not operate
with the current system and
will need to be established
after new servers are in-
stalled.

Forestry Program Man-
ager Tom Pavlesich reported
on the forestry program,
which had only one missed
deliverable in 2022. The
Green Connections Program
was challenging to meet
due to lingering pandemic-
related restrictions in school
districts, said Pavlesich. The
program connects New York
City schools with rural
schools in the Catskill region.
Aside from building friend-
ships, the main objective is
to educate downstate chil-
dren on where their drinking
water derives. The program
is challenging in a typical
year due to the lack of
Catskill region school dis-
tricts, said Pavlesich. "We
expect to meet this deliver-
able next year," he conclud-
ed, due to several prospec-
tive participating schools.

Easement Program Man-
ager Serena Orleski reported
high praise for her employ-
ee's work during 2022. The
program was short-staffed
most of the year, with only
three individuals managing
nearly 32,000 easement
acres and over 120,000 for-
est lands. 

Orleski also reported a
pilot flight program using
DEC helicopters to monitor
properties. Each easement
requires three inspections

annually, one of which can
be conducted via aerial view,
she explained. The agree-
ment could save staff time
and present additional data,
said Orleski. 

The following appoint-
ments were made for a one-
year term: To the Council
of Directors Wayland Glad-
stone, chairperson, Tom
Hutson, vice chairperson,
Karl Gockel, treasurer, and
Jennifer Grossman, secre-
tary. To the governance
committee John Verhoeven,
chairperson, Steve Reed,
Tom Hutson, and Fred
Huneke. To the audit com-
mittee John Verhoeven,
chairperson, Dwight Bruno,
and Steve Reed. 

In another discussion, di-
rectors renewed a lease
agreement with Delaware
County Soil and Water Con-
servation District to occupy
WAC headquarters at 44
West Street in Walton until
March 2025. WAC has op-
erated out of the facility for
20 years. Executive Director
Ryan Naatz said directors
should explore the building
or purchase a facility and
end the rental agreement
in 2025. The proposition
to build a headquarters has
been discussed in the past,
and WAC members and
New York State Department
of Environmental Conser-
vation (DEC) representa-
tives should assess the budg-
et to be sure it is a fiscally
safe endeavor, he explained.

New York State Depart-
ment of Health (DOH) rep-

resentative Patrick Palmer
gave a brief overview of
DOH's second wave of re-
visions to the Filtration
Avoidance Determination
(FAD). Following an initial
draft published in June
2022, DOH representatives
took into account comments
from watershed stakeholders
to develop a second set of
revisions. The FAD is a li-
cense awarded to the New
York City Department of
Environmental Protection
(DEP) by DOH, permitting
its operation within the
Delaware and Catskill wa-
tershed towns. Under such
a license, DEP runs several
programs, including land
and streamside acquisition.
The FAD is now finalized,
Palmer reported. He ex-
plained that the FAD will
be reviewed again in 2027,
and feedback will be col-
lected again through several
workgroups before adjust-
ments are made. Such work-
groups will be open to wa-
tershed stakeholders but
not the general public, he
added.

Directors entered into an
executive session to discuss
a potential project funding
award for Columbia Uni-
versity for $2.9 million. No
decisions were made fol-
lowing the executive ses-
sion.

WAC directors' next meet-
ing is scheduled Tuesday,
Feb. 28, at 10 a.m. via Zoom
only. For more information
on WAC or to get a Zoom
link visit nycwatershed.org.

Delaware League 
Standings

Delaware League Varsity Boys Basketball (8 games)
SKCS                              7-0          14-1
Davenport                       5-1          12-2
Margaretville                   4-2           10-3
Downsville                      4-2            7-9
Gilboa                             3-3            6-5
HTC                                2-3            5-4
Roxbury                          1-4            2-10
Windham                        1-6           2-10
Jefferson/Stamford         0-6          1-15

Delaware League Varsity Girls Basketball (8 games)
SKCS                              6-0           12-3
Stamford/Jefferson         5-0           10-4
Windham                         4-1           7-3
Davenport                       2-2           7-5
HTC                                 2-3            5-5
Downsville                      1-4            3-12
Roxbury                          1-4            2-8
Margaretville                   1-4            2-12
Gilboa                             0-4            0-9

Delaware League JV Boys Basketball (5 games)
Margaretville                   4-1            7-2
SKCS                              3-1            8-4
Jefferson/Stamford         3-2            8-6
Davenport                       3-2            7-6
Gilboa                             1-4             3-5
Downsville                       0-4            1-9

Delaware League JV Girls Basketball (4 games)
Davenport                       2-0            15-0
Stamford/ Jefferson        2-2             5-8
HTC                                 0-2             1-4

Delaware League Varsity Boys Skiing
1st - Windham
2nd - Roxbury
3rd - HTC
4th - Margaretville

Delaware League Varsity Girls Skiing
1st - Windham
2nd - HTC
3rd - Margaretville

Roxbury

Grant Programs Top Delco's 
Mental Health Committee Meeting Discussion

By Mary A. Crisafulli
WALTON - Delaware

County Mental Health
Committee members dis-
cussed multiple federal and
state grants at a regularly
scheduled meeting on Jan.
23. 

Doug Elston, interim be-
havioral health director,
announced the extension
for use of funds awarded
regarding the Workforce
Training Grant through the
federal Coronavirus Re-
sponse and Relief Supple-
mental Appropriations Act.
The department was
awarded approximately
$35,000 to pay for training
and educational courses
for behavioral health em-
ployees. Funds were ini-
tially required to be spent
by the end of 2022, though
the extension will permit
use in 2023, Elston ex-
plained. The department
spent approximately
$5,000 in grant funding
in 2022.

A variety of training is
available for mental health

professionals, which are
typically offered virtually,
making attendance simple,
said Elston. Several em-
ployees are interested in
taking a three-day trauma
treatment and therapy
training, he continued. Staff
certified in the best ap-
proach for trauma-based
patients will help the de-
partment better serve the
community, said Elston.
Several clinicians will also
take suicide assessment
trainings. 

According to Colchester
Supervisor Arthur Merrill,
county budget director,
training is typically bud-
geted for each department.
The grant will help offset
the education budget line
for the behavioral health
department in 2023, he
explained.

In addition to the training
grant, several behavioral
health employees were el-
igible for the New York
State Health Care and Men-
tal Hygiene Worker Bonus
program distributed

through New York State
Department of Health
(DOH). The behavioral
health department is
preparing its second round
of bonuses for approxi-
mately 17 employees. 

The New York State 2023
budget allocates $1.3 bil-
lion to the bonus program
to support the recruitment
and retention of healthcare
and mental hygiene work-
ers. Gratuities are eligible
for workers who make less
than $125,000 annually
and remain in their posi-
tions for at least six
months. Disbursements will
be calculated based on
hours worked during des-
ignated periods for up to
$3,000 per employee.

In other business, Elston
reported several issues with
children skateboarding in
the front parking lot of the
behavioral health facility
in Walton. Security officers
have asked the skateboard-
ers to leave, though they
seem to come back at other
times, he continued. Elston
explained that staff mem-
bers are worried someone
will get hurt since cars pull
in and out of the area. Wal-
ton could benefit from a
skatepark, he suggested.

Walton Supervisor Joe
Cetta, who is on the mental
health committee, said the
prospect of opening a
skatepark in Walton had
been discussed in the past.
Liability issues, cost of con-
struction, and the chance

skateboarding could lose
popularity led to council
members defeating the no-
tion, said Cetta.

Merrill will work with
county Maintenance Su-
perintendent Pete Mont-
gomery on placing signage
prohibiting skateboarding
in the parking lot. Council
members agreed the sig-
nage might not prevent
the issue, though it will
protect against liability con-
cerns. 

In another discussion,
Elston will meet with mem-
bers of the recently formed
county Threat Assessment
Team organized through
the Sheriff department. El-
ston will represent the men-
tal health clinic and find
ways to be involved in the
assessment efforts, he said.

No decisions were made
following an executive ses-
sion to discuss personnel.

The next mental health
committee meeting has not
been scheduled. Committee
schedules for 2023 will be
placed on the county web-
site at delcony.us in the
near future, said Tina Molé,
Bovina supervisor and
chairperson to the board
of supervisors. 
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Spartans Dominate Rams 72 to 62
KORTRIGHT - It was a rough start for the boys South Kortright Rams that built up to a tight basketball game against Main Endwell Spartans on Jan. 24. The Rams came back

on top for most of the first half but were dominated again by the Spartans ultimately ending the half 40 to 36 Spartans. The two teams were well matched with equal defensive and
offensive players. 

The second half proved to be as intense as the first. The Rams remained behind the entire second half, but not without a fight. The Spartans took the win 72 to 62.

South Kortright's Adam Champlin successfully blocked Spartans'  Cullen
Green's attempt at a basket in the first half. 

Photos by Mary Crisafulli. 

SK Boys Stay Perfect in League Play
DELAWARE LEAGUE –

South Kortright defeated
Jefferson/Stamford 62-25
last Friday to stay on top in
the Delaware League stand-
ings and Charlotte Valley
handed Margaretville a 49-
38 loss to hold second place
with one league loss. 

Connor Quarino led the
way for the Rams as he
bucketed five baskets from
the three-point line and fin-
ished the night with the
game high of 29 points.
Teammate Troy Dianich

chimed in another 10 points
in double figures. For J/S,
Chris Hardenbergh was the
high man with 10 points on
the night. 

Jamison Quigley scored
23 points to lead the Char-
lotte Valley Wildcats in Fri-
day's win over Margaretville.
He also pulled down nine
rebounds. Trevor Waid
added eight points, eight re-
bounds and dished off eight
assists. Ryan McVitty led
the Blue Devils with 20
points on the night.

Hunter-Tannersville de-
feated Roxbury 52-45 in
last Friday's action. Jevail
McKinnie pumped in 18
points and pulled down 12
rebounds to lead the win.
Grady Glennon chipped in
another 12 points, five assists
and had five steals. Roxbury
was led by Jordan Johnson's
game-high 27-point effort.

Gilboa-Conesville picked
up a 45-29 victory over
Downsville on Friday. Jacob
Strauch led the way with
14 points and teammates
Joe Wille and William Cipolla
each chimed in 10 points
each. Wille also had a good
night on the boards, with
nine rebounds. For the Ea-
gles, Gavin Brunner scored
nine points.

In action last Wednesday,
Margaretville defeated Rox-
bury 58-48. Ryan McVitty
scored the game high of 24
points as he got hot at the
three-point line with six
three-point baskets on the
night. George Proctor led
the Rocket's scoring with
21 points on the night.

Charlotte Valley defeated
Jefferson/Stamford 56-49 as
Ezra Ontl struck for five
three-pointers to finish the
night with the game high of
25 points last Friday.Jamison
Quigley chimed in another
17 points to the win. For
J/S, Jacob Staroba scored
19 points and pulled down
11 rebounds.

Hunter-Tannersville came
out on top of a close pairing
with Windham, 38-32, last
Wednesday. Jevail McKinnie
led H-T with 15 points and
12 rebounds and Grady
Glennon added 13 points,
had seven steals and four
assists. For the Warriors,
Tyler Lashau scored 11

points. 
In action on Tuesday, Lau-

rens/Milford defeated Wind-
ham 69-31 in a non-league
pairing. Eli Cicerone was
the high scorer for Wind-
ham, with 12 points on the
night.

Charlotte Valley defeated
Hunter-Tannersville 68-41
on Tuesday. Jamison Quigley
scored the game high of 21
points and teammates Ezra
Ontl and Trevor Waid added
another 15 points each in
double figures. For H-T, Jevail
McKinnie scored 18 points
and pulled down eight
boards, with Connor Schiefer
adding eight points and eight
rebounds.

In non-league action on
Tuesday, Maine-Endwell
handed SK a 72-62 loss. M-
E pulled away from the
Rams over the second half.
Connor Quarino led SK with
21 points on the night and
teammates Darren Dengler
and Josh Anderson chimed
in another 10 points each
in double figures. It was the
second loss on the season
overall for the Rams, who
remain perfect in league
play with one league pairing
to go. They were due to
travel to Downsville on
Thursday. 

Girl’s League Results
DELAWARE LEAGUE –

It was light week in girls
varsity hoop as four teams
fell in non-league pairings
on Tuesday.

Laurens defeated Wind-
ham 68-44. Amanda Nilsen
was the high-scorer for the
Lady Warriors with 17
points.

Milford topped Charlotte

Valley 49-40 on Tuesday.
Ella Gerster led Davenport
with 10 points on the night.

Morris defeated Roxbury
50-32. Kimora Brown led
scoring for the Lady Rockets
with 15 points.

Gilbertsville-Mt. Upton de-
feated Gilboa 51-20. Caitlyn
Ciaravino led Gilboa's scor-
ing with eight points.

Guilty Plea in Child
Sexual Abuse Cases

DELHI - Delaware County
Acting District Attorney
Shawn J. Smith announced
that Jeremie G. Hoyt, 43, of
Davenport, New York, plead
guilty to one count of Course
of Sexual Conduct Against
a Child in the First Degree,
a Class B Violent Felony in
violation of Section
130.75(1)(b) of the New
York State Penal Law, in
front of Acting Delaware
County Court Judge Michael
Getman.

The defendant appeared
in Delaware County Court
for a scheduled Huntley
hearing on Jan. 17, and in-
stead of moving forward
with the hearing the defen-
dant entered a guilty plea to
the Class B Violent Felony.
Prior to pleading guilty, the
defendant admitted that he
performed oral sex on a
child under 13 years old,
while in his home, on two
separate occasions between
January and August of 2019. 

The guilty plea was part
of a negotiated disposition
whereby it is agreed that
the defendant will be sen-
tenced to 20 years of incar-
ceration and 10 years of
post-release supervision.
Upon his release, the de-
fendant will also be required
to register as a sex offender.  

Smith stated, “Hoyt’s plea
today was the result of the
thorough investigation con-

ducted by the New York
State Police. I commend In-
vestigator Brian Mackey for
his vigilant work on this
case.” Sentencing is sched-
uled for Mar. 6 in Delaware
County Court. 

Delaware County Acting
District Attorney Shawn J.
Smith announced that Jason
P. Dufton, 40, of Susque-
hanna, Pennsylvania ap-
peared for arraignment on
a two count indictment in
Delaware County Court on
January 23, 2023.

Count One of the indict-
ment accuses the defendant
of committing a Course of
Sexual Conduct Against a
Child in the First Degree, a
Class B Violent Felony in
violation of Section
130.75(1)(b) of New York
State Penal Law.

Count Two of the indict-
ment accuses the defendant
of Predatory Sexual Assault
Against a Child, a Class A-II
Felony in violation of New
York State Penal Law Section
130.96. 

The indictment alleges
that Dufton, beginning on
or about Oct. 1, 2017 and
continuing until Aug. of
2019, in the Town of Han-
cock, engaged in two or
more acts of sexual contact,
including at least one act of
oral sexual conduct with a
child less than 13 years old. 

Sentencing on a Class A-

South Kortright's Josh Anderson jumps to block Main Endwell's Luka Ioan-
nisci. Spartan Cullen Green scores another two points for Main Endwell

while Ram Josh Anderson attempts to block.

MARK Project Reps. Seek County Support 
in Affordable Housing Initiative

By Mary A. Crisafulli
DELHI - Steve Finch,

president of the MARK
Project, a not-for-profit
based in Arkville, re-
quested support in find-
ing a suitable structure
for their affordable hous-
ing initiative at a
Delaware County Finance
committee meeting on
Jan. 25. 

The nearly 40-year-old
organization works to
build resiliency through-
out the communities it
serves, which include
Bovina, Andes, Middle-
town, Roxbury, Mar-
garetville and Fleis-
chmanns.

MARK Project mem-
bers recognized a need
for housing in the county
which increased during
the global pandemic.
Representatives have

identified state grant op-
portunities to refurbish
a dilapidated home. The
plan is to remodel a
home into two or three
condos for individuals to
rent or purchase, said
Finch. The ability to pur-
chase the condos would
make the project a step-
ping stone for individuals
or families to build from,
he added.

The main focus of the
initiative is to build up
local communities and
businesses by developing
workforce housing. Many
businesses and industries
struggle to hire new em-
ployees due to the lack
of housing in the area,
he explained. 

Finch approached the
finance committee due
to previously failed struc-
ture opportunities. The

Mark Project would like
to partner with Delaware
County in purchasing one
of its tax-delinquent
homes. A previously
sought parcel in Middle-
town was unobtainable
due to owner concerns,
explained Finch. 

Committee members
were all in agreement
the initiative would be
beneficial for the county
as a whole. 

"There is no doubt
there is a housing issue
in Delaware County," said
Franklin Supervisor Jef-
fery Taggart. 

Hamden Supervisor
Wayne Marshfield asked
if Finch would consider
branching outside the
currently served areas
for the housing project.
Finch said the project is
focused on their current-

ly served locations
through other organiza-
tions, such as Western
Catskills Community Re-
vitalization Council,
which might be interest-
ed in a similar project.

Colchester Supervisor
and committee chair
Arthur Merrill said Finch
would be connected with
County Treasurer Beverly
Shields to identify po-
tential properties.

In another discussion,
Shields requested prop-
erty in Colchester should
be gifted to the county
highway department for
storage. The 290 by 335
parcel is unbuildable as
it is directly next to a
road and brook, said
Shields. Committee mem-
bers agreed the parcel
would be best used by
the highway department.

Another property in
Middletown, whose taxes
have been delinquent for
five to six years, would
be best suited for the vil-
lage to purchase, Shields
explained. The county
has not taken possession
of the property, which
has a structure with sev-
eral code violations at-
tached. The structure is
currently owned by The
Church of God and has
approximately $20,000
in delinquent taxes. Com-

mittee members permit-
ted Shields to connect
with the village regarding
purchase of the proper-
ty.

The next finance com-
mittee meeting is not
scheduled. Committee
schedules will be placed
on the county website at
delcony.us in the near fu-
ture, said Tina Molé, Bov-
ina supervisor and chair-
person to the board of
supervisors. 
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Letters to
the Editor

Crute for
POTY

I would like to nominate
Deb Crute – Director of
Operations at heart of the
Catskills Humane Society
– as Person of the Year.

I volunteer at the HCHS
and have known Deb for
a few years now. I have
observed her interact with
not just the animals, but
the general public, staff
member and volunteers
and I can safely say she
is an exceptional human
being..  Deb is the life of
the shelter: she has a
great positive attitude, al-
ways welcoming, always
patient, always putting in
110% for people and pets.
She is always ready to
help, no matter who or
how help is needed and
one knows that you can
always count on her.  She
is extremely dedicated to
her job and the wellbeing
of the animals and works
very hard to make sure
everybody is happy.

I can’t think of anyone
one who would be a better
fit to be Person of The
Year

Silvia Benelli
Meredith

Crute for
POTY

I nominate Deb Crute,
Director of Heart of The
Catskills Humane Society
for Person Of The Year.
For over 20 years Deb
has continued to be the
high energy force that
makes the HCHS the little
shelter with a big heart.
Running the shelter's day
to day operation and as-
sorted emergencies that
pop up, initiating and pro-
moting many new pro-
grams that benefit the an-
imals and the public as
well as being the creative
force behind many
fundraisers are just a
broad description of Debs
work.  The staff, volun-
teers and the public all
know they can count on
her to be there for them,
no matter what the situa-
tion. Deb is the Purr-fect
person to be honored for
Person of The Year!

Kelly Haas
Stamford

America–Speak
Up

Many believe it was Rev.
Bonhoeffer, a Christian
in Germany, who seeing
the persecution of Jews
by Hitler at the beginning
of WWII said: “Silence in
the face of evil, is itself
evil; not to speak is to
speak, not to act is to
act, God will not hold us
guiltless.”

He saw evil and he

knew it was time to speak
up. Hitler was against
Jews and Christians.  To-
day, we have another evil
movement in the world
threatening Christians
and Jews, America and
Humanity.

It is called “Atheistic-
Socialist-Marxism.”  Dis-
guised as “liberal-progres-
sive”, it is slowly destroy-
ing a once great, free
Biblically based society,
called America.  Obama
first declared, while Pres-
ident, that America is not
an exceptional Christian
country.

What we see slowly
happening in America
would amaze our Biblical
founders and forefathers.
We see our churches clos-
ing at an alarming rate.
Our children are being
indoctrinated with anti-
Christian values in our
schools and in our once
great Biblically based col-
leges.  This is a slow,
subtle indoctrination.
Prayer was eliminated
from our schools in the
radical 60’s.

Now we have drag
queens entertaining our
young children and giving
them books to read.

Abortion, nowhere
mentioned in the Bible,
is now made to be a right
because “it’s my body,
my choice”. Jesus said,
“I have come that you
might have life and have
it more abundantly”.

Crime in our cities is
out of control, while the
“progressives” defund our
police.  Divorce and bro-
ken homes are at an all
time high, and our young
people are dying from
drug overdose.  Our gas
and fuel supplies have
been drastically cut and
food prices are increasing
daily, while inflation con-
tinues to rise.

No country, like Amer-
ica, has prospered and
given so much to the
world and its people.
Schools teach our chil-
dren mostly about our
sins and flaws.  While
our test scores continue
to drop, we teach “critical
race theory”.  One of
Marxism's major tools is
to divide and conquer,
pit one group of Ameri-
cans against another.  An-
other, is to eliminate the
religion of the people  and
weaken its schools and
the media.  

If we care about our
children, grandchildren
and our future, it’s time
to get involved and speak
up for what is right and
good for our country.

Our only hope is a re-
turn to the teachings of
the Bible and individual

trust in the God of the
Bible.  We need to return
to what made us great,
“One Nation under God”.

James T Varelas
US Veteran
East Jewett

Nominating
Crute

I would like to nomi-
nate Deb Crute, director
of shelter operations at
Heart of the Catskills Hu-
mane Society (HCHS) for
Person of the Year!

Deb has worked at the
humane society since
1997 in many different
roles.   Deb cares deeply
about the shelter animals
and is always looking for
ways to keep expenses
down at the shelter while
maintaining the best pos-
sible care for all the ani-
mals.

Deb participates and
coordinates in many
HCHS fundraising events
during the year and al-
ways tries to help raise
awareness of the home-
less animals at the shelter
by generating good PR
between the shelter and
local community groups.

She is an excellent su-
pervisor and role model
to her staff and a true
leader.  Staff know they
can rely on Deb for in-
valuable knowledge with
any animal related pro-
cedure or problem.

Deb works well with
staff, volunteers, Board
Members, donors, sup-
porters and community
members.  Regardless of
how busy Deb is, she al-
ways takes the time to
answer questions or
speak with someone who
needs advice regarding
an animal problem.

Deb is the "heart and
soul" of the animal shel-
ter!  She keeps the shelter
operations running
smooth everyday and al-
ways has a positive atti-
tude.

I hope you will consider
Deb Crute for Person of
the Year!!

Marion Ott
HCHS Volunteer

Fully Informed
Jury

Fellow citizens, I would
like to bring to light a
process of our legal sys-
tem that is and has been
a well-kept secret; I would
like to discuss THE IM-
PORTANCE OF JURY
DUTY AND THE RIGHT
OF ‘JUROR NULLIFICA-
TION'.

If you have never
heard the term, it is NOT
something that Judges,
District Attorneys, and
Prosecutors readily speak
about to juries or Grand
Juries. 

Juror nullification is
your right to refuse to
enforce UNJUST OR UN-
CONSTITUTIONAL laws.
Nullification is your
RIGHT to veto corrupt
laws. Jurors have author-
ity and the right to decide
both law and fact. You
can protect yourself,
friends, family and neigh-
bors, by refusing to en-
force bad/unjust laws.

In our system of
"checks and balances'',
you - the juror, are the fi-
nal judge of law and jus-
tice. We can ALL stand
up for our Rights and
Freedoms against our leg-
islators and judges who
dictate laws that are un-
just. We can STRENGTH-
EN our justice system -
We the jurors have the
power via: JUROR NUL-
LIFICATION.

Only one 'NOT GUILTY'
vote can be the differ-
ence.   A 'HUNG JURY' is

better than a conviction
TO AN UNJUST LAW!!
You have every right to
vote 'NOT GUILTY' If your
personal convictions say
this is an unjust law. Ju-
rors can use discretion -
If the law violates any
human rights, you must
vote NO against that law
by voting 'NOT GUILTY". 

If you preserve and
hold to your convictions,
you can make our democ-
racy work for EVERY
PERSON.

Alexander Hamilton,
an American Founder,
said in 1804, Jurors
should acquit even
against the judge's in-
struction... "if exercising
their judgment with dis-
cretion and honesty they
have a clear conviction
that the charge of the
court is wrong."

Jurors must question
the law - In American
courtrooms there are 12
judges plus the one in
the robe.  In fact, one
court ruled, "If the jury
feels that the law under
which the defendant, I
accused is unjust... or for
any reason which appeals
to their logic or passion,
the jury has the power
to acquit and the courts
must abide by that deci-
sion - (U.S. V Moylan
427 F 2d 1002, 1006,
1969)

If you are on the jury,
YOU CAN vote NOT
GUILTY to any and all
laws that infringe our
Rights & Freedoms, as
proclaimed in our Bill of
Rights.  Our Freedoms
of speech, religion etc.
to speak our minds, fol-
low our religious faith,
protect ourselves and
neighbors as a Law-abid-
ing FIREARM owner.    

Example: self-protec-
tion is a NATURAL AND
C O N S T I T U T I O N A L
RIGHT that our govern-
ment DOES NOT HAVE
THE RIGHT to take away. 

Jury Nullification can
be a peaceful tool that
protects Law-abiding cit-
izens from unjust and
UNCONSTITUTIONAL
charges. 

The next time you re-
ceive a juror duty notice,
stand up and cheer.  You
are one of the most pow-
erful individuals in our
country.  

You can make a true
difference.  You can EN-
SURE THAT our Rights
and Freedoms are main-
tained by knowing your
rights is having power
through JUROR NULLI-
FICATION.

Jury Nullification:  em-
powering the jury as a
FOURTH branch of gov-
ernment.

I encourage each and
every one, to read and
understand all you can
concerning ‘JUROR NUL-
LIFICATION'. Go to
"WWW.FIJA.ORG"

In closing, I Would like
to share a quote from
Douglas Buchanan: "The
primary function of the
independent juror is NOT,
as many think, to dis-
pense punishment to fel-
low citizens accused of
breaking various laws,
but rather to PROTECT
fellow citizens from tyran-
nical abuse of power by
government."

Richard Rossi
Denver

Nomination
I am honored to nomi-

nate Deb Crute, Director
of Heart of the Catskills
Humane Society for your
person of the year. I have
known Deb for close to
20 years, being a board
member and serving on

numerous committees
and fundraisers with her.
She goes above and be-
yond with responsibilities
and ideas. A perfect ex-
ample would be this fall
when we installed new
shelter kennels. Deb
stayed overnight for two
weeks in a row at the
shelter to make sure
everything was fine with
all of the animals there;
she also often does this
if there’s a snowstorm
or other kind of severe
weather, just to be sure
everything is fine with
all of the furry babies.
She has been our Shelter
Director for 25 years and
inspires each and every
one of us every day. I
can’t think of a person
more worthy of this spe-
cial honor.

Dale Trethaway
Cohoes, formerly of

Roxbury

STR Response
Although Ms. Barchitta,

in her letter appearing
in this paper in the Jan.
13th edition, marshals
some very obvious and
thankfully well-ingrained
principles of our repre-
sentative democracy, her
outrage against the Rox-
bury Town Board is to-
tally unfounded and im-
pugns the Town Board
and the STR Committee
without reason. There is
no evidence that the
Town Board has “decided
issues on their own, tak-
ing the authority away
from the people they
serve.”

The STR committee ap-
pointed by the Board was
NOT charged to come up
with regulations for short-
term rentals in Roxbury
but rather to understand
and investigate the need
for regulations. After
looking into the issues
and looking at the ap-
proaches in other nearby
towns and considering
effect of STRs and po-
tential regulations on the
welfare and economy of
our town, the committee
decided that there was
no need of regulations at
this time. We are not
aware of whether it was
unanimous or not, but
certainly the majority
preference was for no
regulations.

That aside, there is a
presumption in Ms Bar-
chitta’s letter that most
people want regulations
and that such a prefer-
ence was subverted by
the Board’s process. That
presumption has no firm
ground. There were let-
ters received by the com-
mittee, but they were not
all in favor of regulations,
and it would not have
been correct for the
Board to presume the
need for regulations with-
out proper examination.
That examination took
place and the result was
a determination that reg-
ulations of STRs are not
necessary at this time. 

Rather than unneces-
sarily and unreasonably
stirring up passions about
supposed dereliction of
duty and undemocratic
process, it would be bet-
ter to elucidate the con-
cerns or benefits of STRs
and take it from there.

Robin Factor
Doug McLaurine
Roxbury 

POTY 
I would like to nomi-

nate Deb Crute, Director
of the Heart of the
Catskills Humane Society,
for Person of the Year.  I
have been a volunteer at
the Heart of the Catskills
for over 20 years, and
Deb is an amazing leader
and incredibly hard work-
er, completely devoted to
the animals in her care.
From managing the day-
to-day operations of the
shelter, to spearheading
numerous fundraisers,
her enthusiasm and en-
ergy and boundless. Serv-
ing as the Director of
“the little shelter with the

big heart” is more than a
job to Deb. She is there
for the animals, the staff,
and the volunteers in so
many ways.  Deb is one
of the main reasons I
keep coming back to vol-
unteer.  Deb is the face
of the Heart of the
Catskills to the commu-
nity.

Thanks for considering
this nomination.

Barbara Kaplan
Delhi

God Takes
Care of His

People
Honesty is not extinct.

A few weeks ago, I shook
hands with a man and
let him take my backhoe.
He was purchasing the
backhoe from me, but
still owed $6,000. Just
as he had promised, he
paid me the remainder
of the money three days
later when the bank
opened. He paid every
cent of it. His name was
Ashley Alberti, from Ash-
land. I call him Honest
Ashley.

I had a deal a few days
ago to work for a young
lady from Gilbooa. She
paid me 10-times more
than I expected. I didn't
have to ask. Her name is
Heidi VanAken.

I just wanted people to
know.

Larry Truesdell
Grand Gorge

Thank You
I am writing to thank

Schoharie   -area residents
for sharing the true mean-
ing of Christmas with
children in need this past
holiday season.

Generosity throughout
contributed to a success-
ful shoebox gift collection
season at drop-off loca-
tions for the Samaritan’s
Purse project Operation
Christmas Child. Across
the U.S., the project col-
lected over 9.3 million
shoebox gifts in 2022.
Combined with those col-
lected from partnering
countries in 2022, the
ministry is now sending
nearly 10.6 million shoe-
box gifts to children
worldwide.

Through shoeboxes—
packed with fun toys,
school supplies, and hy-
giene items—Schoharie  -
area volunteers brought
joy to children in need
around the world. Each
gift-filled shoebox is a
tangible expression of
God’s love, and it is often
the first gift these chil-
dren have ever received.
Through the continued
generosity of donors
since 1993, Operation
Christmas Child has col-
lected and delivered more
than 209 million gift-filled
shoeboxes to children in
more than 170 countries
and territories. This year,
Samaritan’s Purse deliv-
ered its milestone 200
millionth shoebox, which
was packed on a coun-
try-wide tour and then
hand-delivered to a young
girl in Ukraine.

Across NY   , shoebox
packers often shop for
deals on shoebox items
throughout the year, and
many serve at a deeper
level by becoming a year-
round volunteer. Infor-
mation about ways area
participants can get in-
volved year-round can
also be found at samari-
tanspurse.org/occ or by
calling 518-437-0690.

Although local drop‑off
locations for gifts are
closed until Nov. 13 –
20, 2023, anyone can
still be a part of this life-
changing project by con-
veniently packing a shoe-
box gift online in just a
few simple clicks at
samaritanspurse.org/buil-
donline.

These simple gifts,
packed with love, send a
message to children
worldwide that they are
loved and not forgotten.

Lizette Miller
SAMARITAN'S PURSE
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Valley Briefs
2023 Village Of Middleburgh Meeting 

Schedule
First Monday 0f The Month @7pm

Location: 309 Main Street, Middleburgh, NY
12122

February 6
March 6
April 3
May 1
June 5
July 10

August 7
September 11

October 2
November 6
December 4
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SCHO, MIDDLEBURGH BASKETBALL
WRESTLING EXPANSION

Lisa Tenneson Broker
/ Owner

Dream on the Market!

308 Main Street • Middleburgh NY 
www.FourStarRealtyGroup.com
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Supers: Independent 
IDA or No Money

Majority Oppose IDA/SEEC Director Share
By Timothy Knight
SCHOHARIE – If the

Schoharie County Indus-
trial Development
Agency (IDA) wants
$130,000 in annual funds
pledged by the Board of
Supervisors in order to
grow the agency, then
new IDA Director Julie
Pacatte will be fully tran-
sitioned from her current
position at the Schoharie
Economic Enterprise
Corporation (SEEC) by
the start of May.

That was the ultimatum
approved by a majority
of supervisors at last Fri-
day morning’s monthly
county board meeting,
with them opposing a
proposal by Gilboa Town
Supervisor Alicia Terry,
Ms. Pacatte, IDA and
SEEC to operate both
agencies (IDA is publicly
operated, while SEEC is
privately run) under a
shared directorate
through the year.

Prompted by a pres-
entation Ms. Terry had
delivered to the Econom-
ic Development Commit-
tee earlier last week, in
which she proposed a
multi-agency effort that
would include private and
public sector compo-
nents, her colleagues ex-
pressed hesitation about
both the “optics” of a
dual-directorate and how
county taxpayer funds
would be expended.

“I was hoping when
this happened, we were
going to move to a full-
time IDA person, because
I think we need to take
that step up,” explained
Esperance Town Super-
visor Earl VanWormer.
Although he was not op-

posed to a year-long tran-
sition period, Mr. Van-
Wormer noted that the
agencies should be sep-
arated.

Both IDA Board Chair-
man Chester Burton and
SEEC Board Member Pe-
ter Johnson spoke in fa-
vor of the arrangement
to supervisors, with Mr.
Burton noting that IDA’s
are closely governed by
the state-operated Au-
thorities and Business
Office (ABO). “That does-
n’t take care of the optics,
of course,” he conceded.

“SEEC is very comfort-
able with this arrange-
ment with the IDA,” com-
mented Mr. Johnson. Ar-
guing that, “We really
need to work together
collegially, collaboratively
in the effort to actually
create economic devel-
opment in Schoharie
County,” he expressed his
concerns with accepting
any county financing be-
cause of the accompa-
nying strings.

“Our responsibility is
making sure that taxpay-
er dollars are spent wise-
ly,” replied Mr. Van-
Wormer. His comments
were echoed by Blenheim
Supervisor Don Airey,
who stated “We do have
a responsibility for over-
sight, and those optics
are important.” Mr. Airey
also understood the need
for transition, but wanted
to avoid a legacy appoint-
ment.

He also expressed con-
cerns about SEEC hiring
a private consultant to
work on strategic align-
ment with the IDA and
the Board of Supervisors
that has no apparent eco-

nomic development ex-
perience. This would be
a point of contention later
in the meeting, as Ms.
Pacatte accused Mr. Airey
of only doing five minutes
of research, which he dis-
puted.

Additionally, Mr. Airey
commented “We need
and we thought, as a
board, that we were go-
ing to get 100% for the
irreplaceable Ron
Filmer.” Noting that the
recently adopted Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MOU) didn’t incorporate
that stipulation, he added
that “I’m sorry, and I
apologize as oversight,
that I didn’t study the
MOU more carefully.”

Seward Town Supervi-
sor Earlin Rosa con-
curred, saying “I think
the optics are terrible
and this arrangement is
incestual; I find the taste
of nepotism in that.” He
explained that he learned
two members sit on both
the IDA and SEEC
boards, which Ms. Pacat-
te disputed from the au-
dience as “untrue.”

“I’m also weary of do-
ing the one-year transi-
tion,” commented
Schoharie Town Super-
visor Alan Tavenner. He
continued, “I understand
that there has to be a
little bit of transition,
maybe ninety days or
something; a year just
allows everybody to get
far too comfortable with
the status quo of that
split relationship.”

Saying that he doesn’t
want the relationship be-
tween IDA, SEEC, and
the Board of Supervisors
poisoned, Mr. Tavenner
commented “With the un-
derstanding that this tran-
sition happens within
maybe ninety days, then
I’m comfortable with let-
ting the money go for-
ward.”

Summit Town Super-
visor Harold Vroman,
who also serves as Vice-
Chairman, explained that
the county share would
actually be $650,000
over five years. Noting
that amount is not minis-
cule to residents who are
trying to survive on
$10,000 per year, he said
“All you had to do was

let us know, but we never
heard about it until it
was done.”

Expressing her oppo-
sition to both the dual-
directorate proposal and
permitting a year-long
transition period, Jeffer-
son Town Supervisor
Margaret “Peggy” Hait
said that “…I’m not pos-
itive I would support
Don’s 90 days [transition
period].” She accused the
two entities of planning
to split the position.

Rejoining the conver-
sation after listening for
a while, Ms. Terry ad-
dressed her colleague’s

earlier comment by stat-
ing there is only one
member (Peter Johnson)
who sits on both the IDA
and SEEC boards, while
another one (Benjamin
Oevering) serves on the
IDA Board and the SEEC
Advisory Committee.

“I heard loud and clear
on Tuesday night that
folks are concerned
about return on invest-
ment,” stated Ms. Terry,
who asked her colleagues
for both county partici-
pation in the strategic
alignment process and
some time for the transi-
tion to work. “Schoharie

County is on the brink
of a lot of important IDA
scale projects,” she fur-
ther commented.

Recognized to speak
from the audience, Vil-
lage of Cobleskill Mayor
Rebecca “Becky” Stan-
ton-Terk stated that the
Fairweather Report –
which preceded SEEC’s
development – did not
recommend that a private
economic development
entity should oversee the
IDA, but that it should
be an independent or-
ganization not subject to
Continued on Page B7

Skowfoe: “Retribution”
for Committee Removal
Rosa Tapped to Chair Health Committee

stating “…I would like for
you to tell me that it was
not retribution for how I
voted. My conscience is
clear! I did the right thing!
Can you say that?”

No response was made
to Mr. Skowfoe’s com-
ments.

In other business, su-
pervisors:

Approved unanimously
the appointments of
Rachael Jafojo, David De-
Sando, and Undersheriff
Bruce Baker to the Com-
munity Services Board.

Approved unanimously
the appointments of Quin
Smith (Middleburgh), Jo-
hanna Luhrman
(Schoharie), Leighanne
Golden (Cobleskill), Brae
Dunham (Cobleskill),
Matthew Wilms (Seward),
Da-Lai Wu (Schoharie),
Cherie Clapper (Fulton),
Rosemarie Corcione
Keller (Richmondville),
and Melissa Bevins (Mid-
dleburgh) to the
Schoharie County Youth
Board.

Heard from MaryJo
Sawyer and her colleagues
from Gilroy, Kernan, &
Gilroy about Schoharie
County’s health insurance
plans and the costs asso-
ciated therein. 

Manko retaining commit-
tee chairmanships despite
them being the only elect-
ed Democrats on a Re-
publican dominated
board.

Noting that he has more
years of experience on
the Public Health Com-
mittee than any of his
colleagues do, Mr. Skow-
foe commented that “I
was trying to prevent a
lawsuit and keep a quali-
fied person in the posi-
tion.” He added, “You
should follow the laws of
the state and not try to
push your own agenda.”

“You chose to remove
people and replace them
with ones that would do
what you want as chair-
man,” said Mr. Skowfoe
in reference to his re-
placement by Seward
Town Supervisor Earlin
Rosa as committee chair.
During the worst of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Mr.
Rosa once accused Dr.
Gildemeister of fear mon-
gering.

Accusing Chairman
Federice of not utilizing
the knowledge and expe-
rience of supervisors in
his committee appoint-
ments, Mr. Skowfoe con-
cluded his remarks by

By Timothy Knight
SCHOHARIE – In the

aftermath of Dr. Amy
Gildemeister’s reappoint-
ment being voted down
twice by the Board of Su-
pervisors, a subsequent
reshuffling of the Public
Health Committee by
Board Chairman Bill Fed-
erice has spurred allega-
tions of retribution.

“At our last meeting,
you chose to remove me
from the Health Commit-
tee,” stated Fulton Town
Supervisor Phil Skowfoe
in his remarks to super-
visors on Friday morning.
Mr. Skowfoe, who had
chaired the Public Health
Committee for several
years, had supported Dr.
Gildemeister’s reappoint-
ment vocally.

Addressing Chairman
Federice, Mr. Skowfoe
stated that “You said it
was not retribution, but
you told me it was be-
cause I did not support
the will of the board,
which is your opinion.”
He continued, “As a mem-
ber of this board, we are
supposed to be free
thinkers. I believe the path
I chose was the right one.”

Although the two men
have clashed in the past
– sometimes at great dis-
agreement – the commit-
tee process has remained
bipartisan, with both Mr.
Skowfoe and Sharon
Town Supervisor Sandra
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Obituaries

No One 
Deserves To 
Be Abused

We can help!

• Legal Advocacy Services

• Safety Planning

• Crisis Counseling

• Emergency Shelter

• Transportation

• Emergency Assistance

• OVS funded Attorney
services and more…

Call our 24-Hour 
Confidential Crisis Hotline 

518-234-2231

Virgil Cater, Jr. 

Virgil Cater, Jr. found
eternal peace on Thurs-
day, January 19, 2023,
in the comfort of his
home and in the loving
care of his family.

Born 71 years ago on
April 30, 1951 in
Cobleskill, to Ethel (Di-
amond) and Virgil Cater,
Sr., he graduated from
Middleburgh Central
School in 1969 and went
on to serve in the United
States Army from 1970-
1972.  Virgil earned a
National Defense Service
Medal, Vietnam Service
Medal, Vietnam Cam-
paign Medal, Armed
Forces Expeditionary
Medal and a Marksman
Badge (Rifle)

A lifetime member of
the Middleburgh Rod and
Gun Club, Virgil was an
avid hunter and enjoyed
sharing the peace and

solitude of nature with
his son.  He loved driving
truck for a living, with
Freihofer’s and most re-
cently the Golub Corpo-
ration before retiring.
Virgil was also a keen
card player and met twice
a week with his “card
groups.”  He never
missed his daily drive
around the neighborhood
with his beloved dog
“Ginger” and surrounding
himself with his family,
especially grandchildren
and great-grandchildren,
brought out his brightest
smiles.

52 years of life and
love will be held forever
by his wife: Cheryl (Gor-
don) Cater, whom he
married on August 22,
1970 and his children:
Leonard (Marie) Cater,
Melissa (Greg) Mickel,
Dan Pigott; grandchil-
dren: Sydney (Nate)
Shoemaker, Cody (Dean-
na) Martin, Taylor
(Mykel) Foland, Hannah
Martin, Connor (Saige)
Mickel, Ethan Mickel;
great-grandchildren: Dal-
las Foland, Noah Shoe-
maker, Everette Foland,
Alexander Martin, Indie
Foland; siblings: Cheryl
(Bill) Lee, Joan Cater
Porter, Mary (Gerald)

Bowman, William “Willie”
Cater; brothers and sis-
ters-in-law:  Vernon (Lor-
rie) Gordon, William
(Vanessa) Gordon, Tim-
othy (Debra) Gordon;
many nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.  Vir-
gil was predeceased by
his parents and his broth-
er, Bruce Cater.

A visitation with Virgil’s
family will be held from
6-8PM on Monday, Janu-
ary 23rd at Coltrain Fu-
neral Home, LLC, 134
River Street, Middle-
burgh.  A funeral service
will be held at 12:00PM
on Tuesday, January 24th
at St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church, Main Street, Mid-
dleburgh.  A committal
service, with Military
Honors will be at
12:00PM on Wednesday,
January 25th at Gerald
B.H. Solomon Saratoga
National Cemetery, 200
Duell Rd. Schuylerville,
NY 12871

Donations in Virgil’s
honor are requested to
the Middleburgh Rod and
Gun Club, PO Box 24,
Middleburgh, NY 12122

Please visit
www.coltrainfuneral-
home.com to share online
condolences with his fam-
ily.

M'burgh School to Host
Blood Drive

MIDDLEBURGH - Give
the gift of life: The Ameri-
can Red Cross is experi-
encing an urgent need for
blood donations, and the
Middleburgh Central
School District is ready to
help by hosting a blood
drive  12-6 p.m., March 1
in the high school library.
It is an opportunity for
students, staff and the com-
munity to come together

for the community’s ben-
efit.

Students who are 16 and
older can donate, but those
under the age of 17 will
need a parent/guardian
consent form. Students
may sign up in School
Nurse Jennifer Adams’ of-
fice or online. All other
community members
should sign up at redcross-
blood.org and enter spon-

sor code: MiddleburghCS. 
Appointments for stu-

dents and staff to donate
will be available from 12-
3 p.m. Appointments for
community members will
be available from 3-6 p.m. 

All donors will receive
an American Red Cross
branded item.

Questions? Call Ms.
Adams at 518-827-3600,
Ext 2609.

Auto Racing News
By Tom Coughlin
Let's begin with a nice

piece of positive infor-
mation.

A l b a n y - S a r a t o g a
Speedway promoter and
race track preparer afi-
cionado Lyle DeVore, has
been battling Cancer for
the past year. Recently
his doctor has told him
that the chemo treat-
ments have made a dif-
ference, but Lyle ac-
knowledges that he is not
out of the woods yet.
However, the support
from the racing commu-
nity and his commitment
to keeping the racing ex-
citing at the Great Race
Place. Keep him moving
with a smile on his face.

Late model racing was
on the schedule last week
as the World of Outlaws
and DIRTcar pro (604)
crate late model divisions
were at the Volusia
Speedway Park in Bar-
berville, Florida for the
Sunshine Nationals. Fri-
day night there were 67
DIRTcar 604 crate pro
late models in the pits.
Four 20 lap features pay-
ing $1,500 to the victor
were run and two north-
east drivers qualified for
the features. Brock Pin-
kerous finished 9th. in
feature number two,
while Demetrios Drellos
finished 3rd. in feature
number four.

In the 25 lap $8,000
to win World of Outlaw
Case Construction Equip-
ment Series feature Devin
Moran of Dresden, Ohio
beat a fast closing Tim
McCreadie of Watertown,
N.Y. to the finish line.
Moran and McCreadie
also finished 1-2 on
Thursday night. Stewart
Friesen of Sprakers failed
to qualify his #44 on
both nights and Satur-
day's 50-lap $20,000 to
win feature was cancelled
due to inclement weather. 

Cody Clark and Cody
Clark Racing announced

on Monday that a new
partnership has been
formed for 2023 with
Laundy Hoyenga of
Hoyenga Racing. A resi-
dent of Salisbury Center,
N.Y., Clark will use the
number 4 on his modified
at Fonda Speedway and
will have a new DKM
Fabrication chassis for
his Clark Racing number
4 crate 602 sportsman
ride at Fonda and for se-
lect Short Track Super
Series events. 

Ivan Joslin & Ivan
Joslin Racing recently re-
leased their tentative
schedule for the number
49 pro stock in 2023.
Ivan will focus mainly on
being at the Track of
Champions every Satur-
day night, along with the
Thunder on the Thruway
Series which will involve
a few races at Utica-
Rome Speedway. Support
in 2023 will come from
One Zee Tees, Crystal
Grove Diamond Mine &
CampGround, Humming-
bird Hills Winery, Scentsy
by Kyle, JB Photography,
Parks Electrical, JK Sign-
works, and RCK Motor-
sports.

A new, but familiar
face will be the voice of
the Super DIRTcar Series
for 2023 and beyond.
Mike Warren of Averill
Park, N.Y. will replace
Shane Andrews in the an-
nouncers booth, as
Shane's full time job has
become more demand-
ing. Warren has been an-
nouncing throughout the
capital district for years
and has been the P.R. Co-
ordinator for the World
of Outlaws Case Con-
struction Equipment for
the past couple of sea-
sons, a position that he
will still maintain. I have
had the honor of working
with Mike a number of
times and believe that he
will do a great job and
wish him the best in his
new role.

Glen Ridge Motor-
sports Park has released
the dates of a number of
highlights for their 2023
racing season. The Clas-
sic Muscle Parts DIRTcar
crate 602 sportsman di-
vision will compete in
the Triple Crown Show-
down events , which will
take place on Sunday
June 18 in the DIRTcar
East Region Series,  Sun-
day, July 23 is the annual
Hall of Fame 40, and
Sunday, August 20 is the
Battle at the Ridge 50.
The Yurkewecz Auto
Crushers DIRTcar pro
stock division will host
the Ridge Runner 30 on
Sunday, August 27.

Well the rumor has
been put to rest as B.D.
Motorsports Media LLC
and promoter Brett Deyo
announced on Saturday
that Fonda Speedway, 

Utica-Rome Speedway,
and Georgetown Speed-
way will become NASCAR
sanctioned tracks in
2023. What does that
mean for our local rac-
ers?

From what I took from
the interview as a mem-
ber of NASCAR and the
Advance Auto Parts
Weekly Series local driv-
ers will be eligible for
State, Regional, and Na-
tional Championships,
which means possible
added funds at the end
of the year. Naturally
there will be the oppor-
tunity for added press
exposure and recognition
for race teams and their
sponsors. At this time
there appears to be no
changes in rules. Another
take from this is that with
two historic tracks in up-
state New York, that there
may be other independ-
ent facilities that decide
to also join in the sanc-
tion.

What many race teams
and supporters would like
to see is a hold or reduc-
tion in spending in the
way of parts, tires and
more. We all know that
is wishful thinking, but
it does definitely need to
be looked at, as every
race team big or small is
spending many dollars
every week hoping to
make themselves more
competitive. As race fans
we have been lucky as
admission and conces-
sion prices have stayed
low compared to the
ridiculous prices charged
at ballgames. Also a pos-
sibility is that now with
the attention of NASCAR
in Northeast dirt track
racing, this may force
World Racing Group to
wake up and offer a bet-
ter package to their mem-
ber tracks and drivers.

$7 Classifieds! 
3 Column Inches! 

Call
607-652-5252

Recruiting season is 
Underway at BOCES CTE

ALBANY/SCHOHARIE
-- Recruiting for the 2023-
24 school year is under-
way at the Capital Region
BOCES Career & Tech-
nical Education Center.

With one of the largest
workforce development
facilities in the Northeast,
BOCES is dedicated to
empowering students to
enter the workforce, com-
pete in a global market-
place and engage in life-
long learning.

Students can enroll in
more than two-dozen pro-
grams - ranging from
Welding and Metal Fabri-
cation to Game Design &
Implementation- that pre-
pare students for in-de-
mand careers. Offered on
our Career & Technical
Education Center Albany
and Schoharie campuses,
as well as off-campus fa-
cilities at St. Peter’s and
Ellis hospitals, as well as
Proctors, the programs
help high school students
develop in-demand skills
through rigorous and rel-
evant career-focused
coursework.

More than 300 partner-
ships with local business-
es, labor and education
organizations, bolster stu-
dent learning and offer
them real-life experience,
as well as jobs.

Learn more about these
programs by visiting out
website - https://www.cap-
italregionboces.org/ca-
r e e r - t e c h n i c a l -
education/courses-pro-
grams/.

Upcoming open houses
and information sessions

Jan. 20: New Visions:
Health Careers Open
House, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.,
Capital Region BOCES
Career & Technical Edu-
cation Center – Albany
Campus, 925B Watervli-

et-Shaker Road, Albany,
NY 12205

Feb. 9: Career & Tech-
nical Education Center –
Schoharie Campus, 5 p.m.
to 7 p.m., 174 State Route
30A, Schoharie, NY

12157
March 9: Career &

Technical Education Cen-
ter – Albany Campus,
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.,
925B Watervliet-Shaker
Road in Albany
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Library News

Your Library News is Brought to You By:

Middleburgh Library
Storytime - There is no Sto-
rytime in January.
Food Drive - Please help us
and our friends from
Minekill State Park collect
non-perishable food items
for the Martin Luther King
statewide food drive. Do-
nations may be dropped
off whenever the library is
open and put in the box
near the information desk.
Thanks in advance for your
generosity!
2/2 - 11:00-12:00 - Home-
school Science Club - We
will meet every other
Thursday and go over our
science fair projects, re-
search, help each other
and of course, do a cool ex-
periment! This program is
for homeschooled students
ages 6 and up. Registration
is required for each week,
so we have enough materi-
als.
2/4 - 9:00-2:00 - Take Your
Child To The Library Day -
Bring your kids to the li-
brary on Saturday, Febru-
ary 4th at any time
between 9am and 2pm,
Check out some books, do
a craft, play in the chil-
dren's room and do a new
scavenger hunt and get a
prize!
Creativebug - You’re more
creative than you think!
Use your Middleburgh Li-
brary card and PIN to
enjoy unlimited access to
thousands of online art and
craft classes available at
Creativebug.  Videos are
produced by renowned
artists and creative experts.
You’ll also find download-
able patterns, templates
and recipes.  Watch classes
anytime, anywhere.
Classes never expire, you
can start and stop projects
at your own pace. No pres-
sure, just possibilities!
Display Cabinets - We have
new displays in our foyer
cabinets.  Take a look.  If
anyone has a collection
they would like to display
in our cabinets, please con-
tact us to set up a date.
Please check our calendar
on our website at
www.middleburghlibrary.in
fo for future programs.
Also, don't forget our Face-
book page.

Cobleskill Library
Visit the library to fill out

an entry form for our "2022
High Circulation Trivia Con-
test." Just answer some mul-
tiple-choice questions about
what our library's patrons
have checked out the most

over the last year. Submis-
sions due by Jan. 31st; win-
ner announced on Feb. 1st. 

The Award-Winning Trivia
Night@ the Library! returns
January 26 at 6:30 pm. If
you would like to be a 2023
sponsor please contact the
Library. Special thanks to
The Friends of The Com-
munity Library for sponsor-
ing the snack table. 

Saturday, January 28 at
10am Build and Play Satur-
day Stop by the library any-
time between 10:00 and 1:00
for some free build time! We
will have lots of different
building sets, from simple
wood blocks to LEGO, Mag-
natiles, and Goldie Blox.
There's something for every
age and skill level. 

Rescheduled Thursday,
February 2 at 6:30pm Be-
yond Books: Tools & Re-
sources for Book Lovers Join
Adult Services Librarian Don
LaPlant for this program
highlighting a range of tools
and resources for biblio-
philes. Learn about apps,
websites, podcasts, and pub-
lications that help you keep
track of your reading, find
new recommendations, and
read and share book reviews.
We'll also cover hidden fea-
tures in the library's catalog
that make it easier to find
your next favorite book. 

Friday, February 3 at noon
Fan Favorites Book Club.
Join us on the first Friday of
every month for our casual
conversation about the
books, tv series, and movies
we love. No assigned read-
ings, just a chance to meet
people, talk about things you
love, and perhaps pick up a
few suggestions on things
that will become your new
favorite obsession. 

Friday, February 3 and 10
at 4pm Paws for Reading
Stop by the library to read
to our favorite therapy dog,
Nico! Nico loves to meet pa-
trons of all ages, but he es-
pecially enjoys hearing kids
practice their reading. Open
to all ages. No registration
necessary. 

Tuesday, February 7 and
21 at 6pm Adult Gaming
Group: Adult Gamers inter-
ested in role-playing games,
card and board games are
invited to gather at the library
for fun and games with other
game fans. 

Thursday, February 9 at
1pm Library Board of
Trustees monthly meeting.
The Trustees meet upstairs
in the Community Room and
meetings are open to the

public. 
Thursday, February 9 All

Ages Craft Buffet 4-5:30pm.
All ages are invited to join
us for open craft time. We'll
have tables full of craft sup-
plies available for participants
to use. Whether you want to
do some coloring or painting
or paper crafts or knitting
or whatever, you're welcome
to join us for some relaxing,
creative time. Come let your
imagination inspire you to
create whatever you choose! 

Thursday, February 9 at
6:30pm Teen Board Game
Night We're breaking out the
board games! Middle and
high schoolers (ages 11-18)
are welcome to explore our
collection of board and cards
games and play with other
teens. We've got classics like
Sorry, Life, and Monopoly
as well as lots of newer fa-
vorites like Fluxx, Dixit,
Bears Vs. Babies, and many
more! Snacks and drinks
provided. 

Saturday, February 11 at
11am Do you love Elephant
and Piggie? Do you think
the Pigeon should get a
chance to drive the bus? We
certainly do! Join your friends
at the Community Library
as we celebrate the birthday
of beloved children's author
Mo Willems! We'll read some
favorite Mo Willems stories,
enjoy birthday treats, play
games, and make a craft.
You won't want to miss this
fun family event! 

Tuesday, February 14 and
28 at 6:00 pm The Short
Fiction Workshop: This
monthly writing workshop
for teens and adults features
writing prompts, exercises,
and moderated feedback ses-
sions where authors working
on short fiction can practice
their craft, develop new skills,
and get constructive input
from other writers. 

Tuesday, February 14 at
6:00pm Do you love anime
and manga? Or maybe you're
curious about these Japanese
stories but aren't sure how
to get started? Check out
our Anime Club for teens!
We meet once a month to
watch anime episodes, eat
snacks, and try Japanese-
inspired crafts. Open to 6th-
12th graders (ages 11-18).
No registration required. 

Thursday, February 16 at
5:30 pm Teen Advisory
Board Help us make the
Community Library a better
place for teens! Join our new
Teen Advisory Board and
help the library choose new
teen books, plan programs,
and make our teen zone a
fun space for teen patrons.
Snacks provided. Open to

8th-12th graders (ages 13-
18). For more information,
email clittle@mvls.info. 

Thursday, February 16 at
6:30 5-Minute Experts This
new event is a fun, fast-mov-
ing, educational program
where 4-5 presenters deliver
five-minute talks on a spe-
cialized area of expertise.
Each presenter must prepare
a slide show of 10-20 slides
and the presentations may
not exceed 5-minutes. Topics
will be as varied as the par-
ticipants' interests. For au-
diences, it's an opportunity
to learn something new and
different, with less likelihood
of getting bored by a long-
winded presentation. It's like
TED Talks for audiences with
short attention spans! If
you're interested in present-
ing at a future program, con-
tact Adult Services Librarian
Don LaPlant at cob-
adult@mvls.info 

Trivia Night@ the Library!
February 23 at 6:30 pm.  If
you would like to be a 2023
sponsor please contact the
Library. Special thanks to
The Friends of The Com-
munity Library for sponsor-
ing the snack table. 

Wednesdays weekly Sto-
ryTime at 10:30 with Miss.
Courtney is for children ages
birth to 5 and their caregiver
featuring stories, songs and
fun activities. 

Families Count bags are
now available to check out
at the Community Library!
These bags cover a variety
of math topics and are aimed
at elementary schoolers.
Each bag includes lesson
guides, books, and hands-
on activities that help families
build math skills together.
Stop by the library to get
started! 

Want to learn a new skill,
enhance your hobby skills,
or try something new? Watch
classes online, anytime from
anywhere, just log in to Cre-
ativebug with your Commu-
nity Library card and the
last four digits of your phone
number to get started. Once
you create an account you
can save your progress and
save your favorite videos.
The Library’s landing page
https://www.creativebug.com/
lib/communitylibrary 

The following museum
passes are available for check
out with your library card.
The Adirondack Experience,
The Empire Pass, The Iro-
quois Museum, and MiSci.
Each pass has specific access
and one pass can be checked
out for 7 days but they can’t
be used for special events at
these locations. Please check
each location for specific re-

quirements prior to visiting. 
You can also checkout

games with your Library
card. Visit the second floor
near the teen area to see
what we have. A special
thanks to Games A Plunder
for their support of this col-
lection. 

Tuesdays join your neigh-
bors and make new friends
during the Tuesday Knitters
group! You can find them in
the program room at 1pm.
Bring your own supplies and
learn something new while
you chat, listen or just get in
your zone. 

Do you have used Inkjet
or LaserJet toner you want
to recycle? Please bring them
to the Library. We recycle
and use the rewards to sup-
plement our office supply
budget. We can’t recycle the
empty toner containers from
your copier so please don’t
bring us those. The recycle
box is under the card catalog
by the water fountain. We
really appreciate the dona-
tions we have received. 

The Library continues to
offer curbside pickup. 

A reminder that our weath-
er closures will be posted
on TV, our Facebook page
and web site. If Cobleskill-
Richmondville School District
is closed the library will au-
tomatically move to a delayed
opening at noon unless it is
determined unsafe for staff
to travel and then the Library
will close. 

To receive Library News
by email signup here
https://mailchi.mp/287db1f8
66ef/news Follow us on social
media for library news, event
information, volunteer op-
portunities, new book an-
nouncements and more! It
is easy to find age-appropri-
ate programs on the event
calendar visit https://com-
munitylibrary.mvls.info/ 

Schoharie Library 
5 1 8 - 2 9 5 - 7 1 2 7

www.schoharielibrary.org 
Schoharie Library Hours:

MTF 11am-6pm, Wed. 5-
8pm, Thurs. 12pm-7pm, and
Sat. 10am-2pm 

Teen Thursday: Every
Thursday 5-7pm. Come hang
out in our Teen Room - so-
cialize, create in our Maker-
space,  play board games,

code with our Dash Robot,
share book recommenda-
tions, and much more!! Ages
13 - Young Adult Welcome!
No registration required.

Storytime with Yvonne:
Fridays at 10am. Stories,
songs, fun activities! 

Writing Club (Virtual):
Mondays at 6:30pm.
https://bit.ly/SchoharieLi-
braryPrograms

Make a Macrame Plant
Hanger: Tuesday, January
31, 4:15pm  Register at:
https://bit.ly/Macrame1-31-
23

Virtual UFO Club: Thurs-
day, February 2, 10am. Work
on projects and chat on
Zoom. Signup:
https://bit.ly/SchoharieLi-
braryPrograms

Middle Grade Book Group:
Monday, February 6, 4:15-
5pm: Children grades 3rd -
6th are welcome to join us.
Refreshments, track reading
to earn prizes.Sign up today
at https://bit.ly/MGBook-
GroupSHO.  

Learn About Maple Sug-
aring: Tuesday, February 7,
4:15pm. Why does a tree
taste so sweet? We’ll learn
how trees work, why sugar
is so important, and—best
of all—get a taste of real
maple syrup. Presenter: Anita
Sanchez. Sign up:
https://bit.ly/MapleSugaring2-
7-23

Board of Trustees Meeting:
Wednesday, February 8 at
7pm.

Drawing Classes with
Maeve McCool: Thursdays,
February 9, 16 & 23 and
March 2, 4:15pm. All ages
are welcome. Sign up:
https://bit.ly/Drawingwith-
Maeve23

No-Sew Heart Decoration:
Monday, February 13,
4:15pm. Make a simple
stuffed heart to hang up.
https://bit.ly/NoSewHeart23

Knitcetera at the Library:
Tuesday, February 14,
10:30am-noon. Embroider,
sew, knit, anything goes!

Owl Ecology with George
Steele: Wednesday, February
22 at 6:30pm. Learn about
owls, and go outside to listen
for owl calls. Dissect an owl
pellet to see what they eat!
https://bit.ly/OwlEcology2-
22-23

All About Racing
By Ed & Betty Biittig

The big news in local
racing this week is that
Fonda Speedway and Uti-
ca-Rome Speedway will
become NASCAR sanc-
tioned.  Both New York
State tracks are under
the promotion of Brett
Deyo and will join
NASCAR Advance Auto
Parts Weekly Series.
Georgetown Speedway,
also under Deyo promo-
tion, in Delaware will also
join the two local tracks
as part of the sanction
deal.  

According to an an-
nouncement by Deyo this
past week, he has been
looking at the option to
sanction with NASCAR
for the past couple years.
For Fonda and Utica-
Rome many of the same
racers run both Friday
night at Utica-Rome and
Saturday night at Fonda.
This deal will give them
an opportunity to run for
a state championship, the
regional championship
and national champi-
onship.  

The NASCAR Advance
Auto Parts Weekly Series
sanctions weekly short
tracks across the United

States and Canada.
Fonda was NASCAR

sanctioned at the begin-
ning of weekly racing at
Fonda in 1953 until the
early seventies, when Ed
Feuz and Jim Gage, Sr.,
were at the helm of pro-
motion at the Mont-
gomery County track.
NASCAR last sanctioned
Utica-Rome in 2016
when Gene Cole was pro-
moting the track.  

We spent two nights
at the DIRTcar Sunshine
Nationals for Late Mod-
els, the final night was
rained out.  Late Model
racing is totally some-
thing new to us and al-
though there were nearly
150 cars in three divi-
sions at the track we con-
centrated our efforts on
the three Modified racers
from the Capital District
trying their talents in a
Late Model at Volusia
Speedway.  Stewart
Friesen, Demetrios Drel-
los and Brock Pinkerous
were all enrolled in Late
Model school. 

After two nights of rac-
ing, Drellos came out on
top with a second place
finish on the first night
and third place on night

two putting him fifth in
points earned toward a
guaranteed spot in the
final night feature.  Drel-
los had been behind the
wheel of his Late Model
only once prior to his
time at the Sunshine Na-
tionals.  

Brock’s appearance in
his first night feature end-
ed with a meeting with
the outside wall.  On the
second night he showed
that he too had done his
homework and moved up
from 16th to a top ten
finish.  It was the young-
sters sixth time behind
the wheel of a Late Mod-
el.  

Stewart Friesen ran
with the World of Outlaw
Late Models, some of the
best in the country in
Late Model racing and
came up short in quali-
fying.  

In other news this
week, veteran racer Bob
Vedder has posted on
Facebook that he is look-
ing for ride in a 358 Mod-
ified at Glen Ridge this
season.  Anyone inter-
ested in teaming up with
Vedder can call, 518-231-
0253.  

News from the Hoyen-

ga racing team, Laudy
has picked up another
young driver for the com-
ing season.  602 Sports-
man driver Cody Clark
will move up to the Mod-
ified division and drive
one of the Hoyenga No.
34 Modifieds.  Cody will
race predominantly at
Fonda Speedway. Dave
Constantino will still be
behind the wheel of one
of the other Hoyenga
Modifieds. Hoyenga’s
cars are powered by Billy
the Kid and Dan Bedell
engines.  

Coming up next week,
February 2-4, Brett Deyo
will take the Short Track
Super Series to Lakeview
Motor Speedway in South
Carolina.  Racing for both
Modifieds and 602
Sportsman are on the
card culminating with
features on Saturday, Feb-
ruary, 4.  

The following week,
Deyo takes the series to
All-Tech Raceway in Lake
City, Florida.  

Until next week please
send all news and/or com-
ments to
biittig@yahoo.com

SCS to Expand Joint
Wrestling Program with

Duanesburg
By David Avitabile
SCHOHARIE - The

joint wrestling program
between Schoharie and
Duanesburg schools is
going so well that the
schools have agreed to
expand its reach.

Schoharie school
board members agreed
Thursday evening to ap-
prove the agreement be-
tween Schoharie and Du-
anesburg to expand the
existing joint wrestling
program to include both
the wrestling teams and
the Youth Wrestling Pro-
gram for the 2022-2023
school year.

Several schools now
have joint wrestling
teams as enrollment
numbers have dropped
in the region which
makes it hard to field a
full wrestling team.

*   *   *
In other action, board

members:
* Heard Superinten-

dent David Blanchard's
update on discipline re-
ferrals in schools. He

said, "We are seeing a
significant decline in the
number and severity of
incidents. However we
are looking at restorative
practices as an alterna-
tive to suspension and
other punitive conse-
quences."

The district saw a spike
in discipline referrals af-
ter students return to
school full time after the
pandemic.

* Appointed Mitchell
Barton to a four-year
probationary Social Stud-
ies teaching position in
the high school, at a
salary of $46,145 per
STA Contract, effective
January 20.

* Accepted a $5,000
CASE Grant from Na-
tional Association of Agri-
cultural Educators Inc.
for agriscience
classes/regular education
classroom equipment
and supplies.  

* Approved a motion
to declare a list of fixed
assets as surplus/obso-
lete.
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Community Calendar (Including Cancellations)
Ongoing

• 2022 Adult Grief Support Group, Cobleskill United Methodist Church,
107 Chapel Street, Cobleskill, NY 12043,1:00 - 2:30 p.m.

• Free Story Times each Tuesday at The Book Nook, 645 Main St., Hobart.
2:30 p.m. for toddlers 18 months to 3 years and 4 p.m. for ages 4 and older.

•  Family Support Meetings
Open Arms Recovery Resource Center 289 Main St Schoharie NY

4 till 7 Thursdays. call Chrystal @ 518 605-4180 for details.
•   Open Arms Recovery Resource Center

289 Main St Schoharie NY 8:00 - 4:00 Tuesdays 8:00 till 7:00
Thursdays.

Addiction and recovery information call 518 605 3867 for more de-
tails.\

Feb 6
SUNY DELHI ANNOUNCES SPRING WATER AEROBICS CLASS

SESSION 1 

DELHI, NY - The SUNY Delhi Spring Water Aerobics first session will run
from  

Monday, February 6, 2023 through Friday, March 3, 2023 on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays in the Kunsela Hall pool from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00

a.m.  All registration forms must be received by the first day of class. Partic-
ipants will not be allowed in the water without submitting a registration.

There will be a charge of $50 per person for 12 sessions or $10 per person,
per session. Please make checks payable to SUNY Delhi Swimming Pool,

questions call John Kolodziej at 607-746-4263. Please check in your vehicles
at University Police to get a free parking pass for the semester.   

For register forms and more information go to DelhiBroncos.com or
Bronco Connect. 
July 15-23

Sicily tour, small group 20 spaces available, extended to July 25 with Rome
extension. grouptoursite.com/rosemariekeller or call 800-438-7672 group

#60918243
August 5-13, 2023

U.S. National Park Tour. The Rockies, Arches, Yellowstone. 9
days. 13 days with Badlands and Mount Rushmore extension,

through August 17. grouptoursite.com/rosemariekeller
August 6

The Lion King at Proctors Theater. 1 p.m. $40 per person.
Limited tickets. RSVP with payment by December 12. Contact

Rosemarie Keller at kellerr22@gmail.com

518-827-6464 cell 518-496-8636

TSN DOCUMENT 
SERVICES CORP. 
Local Grand 

Gorge office looking 
for seasoned office 
assistant versed in 
Micro soft office 
suite and customer 
service.  Detailed 
oriented & enjoys a 
professional pro-
gressive working en-
vironment.  Wish list 
includes 2nd lan-
guage and Notary li-
cense.  Website: 
t i t l e s e r v i c e . u s 
$18/hr. part-time.  
 

Call Janet  
607-588-4700  
noon-4:30pm 

BOCES Prepares Students for a Multitude of Careers-- Including Snow Removal

Noah Acampora of Sharon Springs running heavy equipment in the snow

removal businesses.
“In the winter, I do a

lot of snow clearing. I
have multiple commercial
and residential con-
tracts,” said Stapf, owner
of Stapf’s Dirt Work and
Grading.

Students in the two-
year Heavy Equipment
and Construction pro-
gram learn the knowl-
edge and skills necessary
to enter construction in-
dustry or pursue further
education in college or
technical school. They
learn everything from
maintenance skills and
how to construct a build-
ing to equipment opera-
tion, including use of a
plow, dozer and front end
loaders used to clear and
remove snow.

A panel of industry ex-
perts, business leaders

ALBANY/SCHOHARIE
– As drivers make their
way along the highways
and byways of the Capital
Region today, one thing
is certain - the plow op-
erators that are keeping
those roadways clear and
safe to operate on may
very well be graduates
of Capital Region BO-
CES.

Several graduates of
the Capital Region BO-
CES Construction/Heavy
Equipment program have
been hired by the New
York State Department
of Transportation; others
by county and town high-
way departments around
the region. Still others,
like current Voorheesville
High School and Con-
struction/Heavy Equip-
ment senior Alex Stapf
operate successful snow

at the college level.
During recent recruit-

ing events, representa-
tives of New York State
DOT and area county
highway departments
have actively pursued
Capital Region BOCES
students because of those
skills.

“It’s important for us
to get out name out there
and inform young people
that we are a viable op-
portunity,” Marty Mc-
Clune, director of oper-
ations at Albany County
Department of Public
Work, said during an
event last school year.

There are currently
more than 60 students
from Schoharie, Schenec-
tady and Albany counties
enrolled in the Construc-
tion/Heavy Equipment
Program.

ates are on track for a
career in the industry or
to further their education

ment purchases, curricu-
lum and other topics to
ensure program gradu-

and educators guide the
program and make rec-
ommendations on equip-

Help Needed for the Future of MABA
Community Meeting Set for Feb. 4 at Library

By David Avitabile
MIDDLEBURGH -

Community members are
urged to attend a public
meeting at the Middle-
burgh Library on Satur-
day, February 4 to
breathe new life into
MABA.

MABA, which was or-
ganized after the devas-
tating August 2011 flood,
started as a group with
business members. Over
the years, events such as
Fourth Fridays, Miracle
on Main Street, and oth-
ers have begun and flour-

ished in the village. Now,
like many organizations,
several key members are
suffering burnout and are
pulling back.

The meeting, called a
community roundtable,
is scheduled for 11am on
Saturday, February 4 at
the Middleburgh Library
to discuss the future of
MABA and its popular
Fourth Friday and Miracle
on Main Street events in
the Village of Middle-
burgh. 

Village officials said,
"With existing leadership
taking a step back, vol-
unteers are needed to
keep these wonderful
community events oper-
ating through the MABA
(Middleburgh Area Busi-
ness Association) organ-
ization. The Village is
hosting this discussion
to encourage greater
community input and par-
ticipation in MABA, which
is open to all members
of the community. 

"Planning starts for
Fourth Friday's (which
run from May-September)
in February, while Miracle
on Main Street begins or-
ganizing in late March.
Volunteers are needed to
help lead MABA and the
existing leadership is will-
ing to help train the gen-
eration of organizers and
volunteers. Without com-
munity support, these
events will not happen."

At the January village
board meeting, MABA
members Joan Wissert
said the name of the
group could be changed
to the Middleburgh Area
Betterment Association.

Several important
members of MABA have
decided to "step back"
from their duties and not
enough people are need-
ed to help several proj-
ects.

Mayor Trish Bergan
said that the community
has to become more in-
volved in order to keep
these very popular events
continuing.

Ms. Wissert said that
during the summer it took
her between 40 and 60
hours to organize the
monthly Fourth Friday
events.

The businesses are still
needed, officials said, but
the village needs a com-
munity committee.

The group has leftover
funds which will remain
in the village's revitaliza-
tion fund.

It was agreed to form
a new committee and Ms.
Wissert agreed to help
organize it and will turn
over the group's infor-
mation.

At the village meeting,
resident Sean Lawton said
the group is very impor-
tant to the village and is
willing to take a leader-
ship role.

Schoharie Wrestler
Earns Place in First

Girls' State 
Invitational

SCHOHARIE - Congratulations to Schoharie senior
Zoey Lints, who was recently selected to participate
in the first ever NYSPHSAA Girls Wresting Invita-
tional.

Zoey, a member of the Duanesburg-Schoharie
wrestling team, will compete at the SRC Arena in
Syracuse on January 27. 

Get Your Get Your 
SubscriptionSubscription

TodayToday
518-763-6854518-763-6854

SCS Board Approves Path to New Mascot
By David Avitabile

SCHOHARIE - You have
the next 30 days to send in
your ideas on what should
be the next Schoharie school
mascot.

The day after a public fo-
rum on the future of the
district mascot, Schoharie
school board members
Thursday agreed to give the
public a month to make
suggestions on the identity
of the next district mascot. 

Schoharie teams may no
longer be called the Indians,
but its residents -- students,
staff, parents, and commu-

nity members -- will have a
voice in selecting the next
mascot.

Superintendent David
Blanchard, who ran last
week's forum that drew
about 35 people, updated
the board Thursday on the
process to change the mas-
cot and the takeaways from
the public forum on the
mascot change. The school
board meeting began two
hours early due to impend-
ing bad weather.

The state education de-
partment has decreed that
all Native American mascots

and imagery have to be re-
moved by the end of the
2023-24 school year - in-
cluding the SCS Indian - the
Schoharie school district will
let the public decide on a
replacement. 

District officials will accept
suggestions for a month
through the district Face-
book page and website and
then send them to a stake-
holder group made up of
community residents. The
group will pick out four or
five semifinalists. Then, prob-
ably in April, the public, stu-
dents, teachers, and resi-

dents will vote for a new
mascot.

After the finalist is chosen,
the name will be sent to a
graphic artist for imagery,
which would then be ap-
proved by the school board.

The school wide vote will
take place electronically and
in person and open to adults
and students in grades from
third or fourth and up.

A few suggestions were
made at the forum, including
the Coyotes and the Blue
Devils, and others such as
the Squirrels and the S's,
were denounced. Officials

said the school colors would
definitely stay blue and
white.

Not everyone at the forum
was ready to give up the
mascot, despite the fact that
the district could lose state
aid and have school leaders
removed.

Mr. Blanchard and school
board President Terry Bur-
ton noted that no districts
throughout the state, even
in districts that do not rely
heavily on state aid, are
fighting to retain their Native
American mascots. More
than 60 districts in the state
have Native American mas-
cots.

The state, Mr. Blanchard
said, has deemed that school
boards have to approve a
resolution by the end of this
year.

In addition to having to
change the mascot and its
imagery, the schools will
have to enforce "no mascot
imagery" rules starting in
September. No Indian im-
agery will be allowed on
school grounds.

In addition to policing a
no mascot rule, the district
will have to remove the im-
agery from the gym floors
(estimated at $20,000 for
the high school gym), re-
move the cement sign on
the sign on the front lawn,
and reupholster padded

chairs, The entire change
will cost about $100,000,
much less than other dis-
tricts, Mr. Blanchard said.
He has said that the district
did not add the mascot im-
agery in the $19 million
building project that re-
habbed the high school.

The district needs to make
a decision on a new mascot
by April because work on
the new athletic fields and
tennis courts will begin the
spring and be done by Au-
gust.

He called the state ruling
"a state unfunded mandate."
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Homemade Breakfast
& Lunch

Open Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday, & Sunday

• Full Menu • Serving Beer & Wine 
• Outside Seating • Dine-in/Take-Out 
• Home of the Belly-Buster Burger •

Easy access for campers 
& large vehicles 
Large Parking Lot
2102 St. Route 30

North Blenheim • 518-827-5588

Catering for 
all Occasions! Call for

Hours 
and Daily
Specials

Indians Edge Eagles

Above left: Schoharie Indians‘ Emily Lehoe takes aim for a second period foul shot. Photos by Scott Keidong.
Above right: Galway Golden Eagless Taylor Germain is determined in her attempt to take the ball from Schoharie’s Kate  Stalker.

Above left: Schoharie’s Savannah Traverse drives the ball past Galway’s
Anna Spadaro.

Above right: Schoharie’s Lily Ballard grabbed the rebound and heads
downcourt.

Schoharie’s Emily
Lehoe drives under the

basket for a shot 
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Facebook.com/our Lady-
oftheValleyParish/

Main Street at Wells Ave.
Middleburgh
Rev. Tom Zelker, Pastor
518-827-3301
Olv2009@midtel.net
Evangelical Lutheran
Church - Gallupville
Sunday Worship begins

at 9:00 am every Sunday,
followed by Adult Study at
10:30 am and Children's
Sunday School at 11:00 am.

Sarah’s Pantry Second
and Fourth Thursdays 12
noon-4pm

Grosvenors Corners
United Methodist

Church
1217 Grovenors Corners

Road in the hamlet of
Grosvenors Corners, Carlisle
meets for worship at 8:30
a.m. Sunday Morning.

The Sharon Springs
United Methodist

Church
511 US-20, Sharon

Springs meets for worship
on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

Schoharie Reformed
Church

258 Main Street

Local Worship Services
Schoharie, NY 12157
In-person Sunday Worship

Service 10:00am for all ages.
All are Welcome.

Pastors Michael & Sherri
Meyer-Veen

Summit UMC 
2870 State Rt. 10 service

10 a.m. Pastor Jan Benson
Seventh Day Adventist

2861 State Rt. 10 
Saturday Service 10 a.m. 
Pastor Reid 501-545-8351
Calvary Assembly of

God
960 Mineral Springs Rd.
10 AM Sunday service.
www.cagcobleskill.org
First Baptist Church
492 West Main Street,

Cobleskill Sunday Service –
11:00 AM

Schoharie United 
Presbyterian Church
314 Main St. Schoharie,
Worship Service:  10:30

AM Sundays
Lawyersville Reformed

Church
209 Phillip Schuyler Road,

Cobleskill 9AM service every
Sunday

Send us your local wor-
ship services at mountainea-
glenews@gmail.com.
Christian Community

Church of Faith
Sunday 8:30 AM
An Independent/Non-De-

nominational Church, 355
State Route 7, Rich-
mondville,

St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church

Sunday 10:30 AM, 326
Main St., Middleburgh

Middleburgh 
Reformed Church

178 River St. Middleburgh
www.middleburghre-

formed.org 
Worship 11 a.m.
Food Pantry open Satur-

days, 9-11 a.m.
Sharon 

Reformed Church 
Sundays 10:30 AM
5868 State Route 10 
Sharon Springs,

The Warnerville United
Methodist Church 

1615 NY-7, Richmondville,
NY 12149 Holds services
every Sunday at 9 a.m. 

(Children's Sunday School
also at 9 a.m.)

Middleburgh United
Methodist Church 

281 Main Street Middle-
burgh, NY holds services
every Sunday at 11 a.m.                                                   

(Children's Sunday School
also at 11 a.m.)

Pastor Mel 518-827-5126
or Melenamoore2323@
gmail.com
Esperance-Sloansville

United Methodist
Church

175 Main St. Esperance,
NY 12066, at 11 a.m. on
Sunday

Gallupville United
Methodist Church

120 Factory St. Schoharie,
12157

Delanson United
Methodist Church

112 E Shore Rd, Delan-
son, NY 12053
Our Lady of the Valley
Roman Catholic Parish

Saturday  5:45 p.m.
Sunday.   9:00 a.m.
Wednesday 9:00 a.m.
Virtual Mass available at

with this $600 off coupon
Regular price: $3,999. Offer good for 2 weeks from video consult.
New consultations only. email: schohariedmdappt@gmail.com to

schedule a video consult

Special
$3,399

Extraction
Special

$129
Limited time only. Call for details. *Self pay patients only.

Coupon

341 Main Street, Middleburgh
pearlrubytorres.kw.com/

845-461-5132 
rurerock@aol.com

Have a Tip?Have a Tip?

Call Us!Call Us!

518-763-6854518-763-6854

$7 Classifieds! 
3 Column Inches!
Call 607-652-5252

Kiwanis, Fire Dept. 
Aid Community

Pictured above are members of the Schoharie Kiwanis Club and the
Schoharie Fire Department delivering Holiday meals to the Good Shepard
Lutheran Church in Schoharie. This is the final event in a partnership de-
veloped between the two organizations which brings Christmas Time in

Schoharie annually. The event starts with the erection  of the town Christ-
mas Tree and includes many children's activities , the Fire Department Pa-
rade, Kiwanis Tree lighting  at the DAR and local businesses participation
as well. This month Kiwanis and the Fire Department will commit to the

continuation of this event for years to come. Other organizations who par-
ticipate in Christmas time in Schoharie are,  but not limited to The DAR ,
Good Shepard Lutheran Church, Old Stone Fort, Schoharie Promotional

Assn. and  Scho-Wright Ambulance. Christmas Time in Schoharie is
chaired by Amanda Stinson and Martin Ewald representing

the Fire Dept and Kiwanis.

SCS Hikes Salaries After State
Bumps Up Minimum Wage

By David Avitabile
SCHOHARIE - Schoharie

school board members last
week had to hike the salary
of numerous employees and
seven substitute positions
to conform with the state's
new minimum wage.

New York State increased
the minimum wage to
$14.20 and hour as of Jan-
uary 1.

With the hike in the min-
imum wage, the district had
to increase and adjust the
existing Schoharie Central
Employees Association
salary schedule.as well the
existing district substitute-
rate.

Board members agreed
to increase the following
positions within the existing
Schoharie Central Employ-
ees Association salary sched-
ule:

* Teacher Aide, part-time,
Step 1,2 3, to $14.20 an
hour.

* Teacher Aide, full-time,
Step 1, 2, 3,  $14.20 per
hour.

* Food Service, part-time,
Step 1, 2, 3, $14.20 per
hour.

* Food Service Helper,
full-time, Step 1, 2, 3, $14.20
an hour.

* Cleaner Hourly, Step 1,
2, 3, $14.20 an hour.

* Secretary, Step 1,

$14.20 per hour.
* Custodial Worker, Step

1, 2, $14.20 an hour.
* Office and keyboard

worker, Step 1, 2, $14.20
per hour.

Board members also
agreed to increase the pay
rates for the existing district
substitutes in the following
positions:

* Clerical, to $14.20 per
hour.                                                                              

* Aides, teacher and bus,
to $14.20 per hour. 

* Teaching assistants, to
$14.20 an hour.                                                          

* Cleaner/custodian, to
$14.20 per hour.                                                         

* Food service helper, to
$14.20 per hour.                                                           

* Teacher (with four-year
degree), to $102 per day.                                             

* Teacher (without four-
year degree), to 99.40 per
day.                     

*   *   *
In other action, board

members:
* Appointed Suzanne

Johnson as an elementary
school long-term substitute
at a salary of $46,145, per
STA contract, effective Jan-
uary 20, through June 23.

* Named Moira Gellman
as an elementary school
long-term substitute, at a
salary of $46,145, per STA
contract, effective on or
around February 15,

through on or about May 1.
* Appointed Donna Nuna-

mann as a temporary payroll
clerk, at a salary of $55 an
hour, as needed, extended
through March 31.

* Added six people to the
Capital Region BOCES
teacher substitute list calling
service list at the current
sub rates.

* Accepted the resignation
of Alexandra Croft as the
full-time assistant musical
director and named her half-
time assistant director at a
salary of $1,165.

* Appointed Timothy
Solinger as half-time assistant
musical director at a sal1ry
of $1,165. 

* Named Sarah Becker
as costume director for the
spring play at a salary of
$1,550.

* Appointed Mark Pracher
as half-time musical assistant
for the play at a salary of
$775.

* Named Katherine Har-
vey as half-time musical as-
sistant for the play at a
salary of $775.

* Corrected the appoint-
ment of Samantha Bellinger
as a senior account clerk
typist at a salary of $45,000,
according to the confiden-
tial/managerial working con-
ditions document, effective
January 3.
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HELP WANTED
Charlotteville General Store  is accepting employment  applications for the fol-

lowing positions: Deli/ Counter Helper
Information can be obtained at 668 Charlotte Valley Road Charlotteville, NY

12036 or by calling 
607-397-9330.

RICE COAL
$395/ton
Limited time

Get Your Sub TodayGet Your Sub Today
518-763-6854518-763-6854

Kiwanis Welcomes 
New Member

Pictured above are Eric Stein Club Secretary, new member Brian Marbot
and his sponsor Director Bob Vedder.

Bryan joined Kiwanis as a means of helping and supporting the local com-
munity as all members do. Kiwanis

IDA, from B1
FOIL.

“I would urge this
Board of Supervisors to
pump the brakes,” com-
mented Ms. Stanton-Terk.

Board Chairman Bill
Federice noted that the
county needs a full-time
IDA Director. Sharing
some of the behind-the-
scenes dialogue that oc-
curred, Mr. Federice said
that it was the desire of
SEEC Chairperson Tom
Putnam to have the dual-
directorate in place per-
manently, but that the
split proposal was revised
after initial opposition.

“This whole thing does-
n’t come across as right
in a couple of ways: I
don’t like the way the
Board was disrespected,”
remarked Mr. Federice.
When he said the existing
MOU is “absolutely non-
binding and unenforce-
able,” Ms. Terry slammed
her hand on the supervi-
sors table, scoffing it was
approved by County At-
torney Mike West.

Displeased by the
whole situation, Mr. Fed-
erice commented “Why
don’t we withdraw the
$130,000 and let SEEC
fund it? And then we have
no ties to it and you can
do whatever the hell you
want.”

Seeking a middle
ground, Mr. Airey pro-
posed that the county
board would release fund-
ing to the IDA on the
condition that Ms. Pacatte
would resign from SEEC
by May 1, 2023. Further-
more, any reinstatement
and/or employment with
SEEC while she is em-
ployed by the IDA would
be barred by written
agreement.

Mr. Tavenner, upon sec-
onding Mr. Airey’s pro-
posed motion, asked rep-
resentatives of both IDA
and SEEC if they could
accept the board’s terms.
“I personally can,” said
Mr. Burton, “but I gotta
take it back to the
board…We will try to
work with whatever you

come forward with.” Mr.
Johnson indicated that
SEEC would reject it
completely.

Ultimately, the motion
was adopted by both a
majority of supervisors
and their weighted votes.

Voting in favor of Mr.
Airey’s motion (1604
weighted votes): Mr.
Airey, Mr. Federice, Rich-
mondville Town Super-
visor Jeffrey Haslun, Mid-
dleburgh Supervisor Wes-
ley Laraway, Carlisle
Town Supervisor John
Leavitt, Mr. Rosa, Fulton
Town Supervisor Phil
Skowfoe, Mr. Tavenner,
and Mr. Vroman.

Voting in opposition to
Mr. Airey’s motion (1370
weighted votes): Ms.
Hait, Cobleskill Town Su-
pervisor Werner Hampel,
Wright Town Supervisor
Alex Luniewski, Sharon
Town Supervisor Sandra
Manko, Ms. Terry, Mr.
VanWormer, and Broome
Town Supervisor Stephen
Weinhofer. 

Middleburgh Falls to
Cherry Valley

The Middleburgh Girls
Varsity team fell to

Cherry Valley during
Tuesday night’s game

at MCS.

Photo by Bob Roney.

BELOW LEFT: #14 -
Sarah Schafroth makes

a shot.

BELOW RIGHT: #21 -
Natalie Ulmer makes
an impressive try at

the basket.
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Contact NY Patriot Group:
Partners: Shane Foland 

Robert Chase 
Services on Pellet and
Corn Stoves 
Available 24/7/365

Wheelchair & stretcher transports
Medicaid approved NY DOT # 32940

Circle of Life
Ambulette Services
607 538-1734

SERVING DELAWARE, OTSEGO, SCHOHARIE & HERKIMER COUNTIES

255 Maple Ave                                Fax/Billing 607 538-9681
Hobart NY 13788        circleoflife@stny.rr.com

If in town, visit the Duanesburgh Diner

Call For Hours Take out/out-
door & indoor

dining 

Call or email me for all
your advertising needs!

Lora Newell
Advertising Specialist at the 

Mountain Eagle
lora.mountaineagle@

gmail.com
518-519-0671

Evenerable Group, Ltd. 
PO Box 910 
Middleburgh, NY 12122 

888.2.TAME.TECH 
888.282.6383 
http://www.evenerable.com 

W. Cody Anderson 
Principal 
cody.anderson@evenerable.com 

Network and technology 
support for businesses 

Poultry and Feed
We sell day old broilers, ducks,

guineas, etc.
All feed is in 50 lb bags

Call for appointment to pick up
Layer pellets with Marigold,

$13.50
22% broiler, grower, $14.25
Sweet Sheep/Goat, $14.50

Rabbit Pellets, $14.50
Pig Grower Pellets, $15.00

Cooper's Ark Farm
518 231 3858

LITE 94.3 100.1 AM-
1190

AMERICA'S BEST
MUSIC

Lite Talk Weekdays (6-Am-9am) With Doug Stephen
& Ja Kershner.

"America's Best Music" All Day..All Night Over 1000
Adult Song Selection. Local Weather 87 Times Per

Day!
Nascar-Yankees- Bulldog Sports.

Regional Coverage:
94.3 AM-1190 Schoharie & Otsego Counties.

100.1 Schoharie,Montgomery & Fulton Counties.
Am-1190 All Above Counties.

LISTEN ON LINE: lite943radio.com     
(518) 234-3400.

New SCS Athletic Field On
Track for Fall Use

By David Avitabile
SCHOHARIE - It may

be the "dog days" of win-
ter and the outdoor ath-
letic fields may be cov-
ered with a thick layer
of snow, but that does
not mean there has not
been significant progress
on the new athletic fields
at Schoharie Central
Schools.

Schoharie school ath-
letes should get a chance
to play on updated and
upgraded sports fields
this fall.

Phase I of the $25.9
million building project
that was approved by
voters last May includes
synthetic turf on the
baseball, softball, and
soccer fields, new tennis
courts, and lights for the
baseball, softball, and
soccer fields.

The design of Phase I
of the $25.9 million proj-
ect is complete according
to Superintendent David
Blanchard. The building
project is in for state re-

view and approval. 
"We are still on track

with Phase 1 of the proj-
ect this spring," he said.

Mr. Blanchard updated
school board members
on the project at last
week's monthly board
meeting.

The new fields, it is
hoped, should be
playable by next August
for the beginning of fall
sports, Mr. Blanchard
said.

The tennis courts be-
hind the elementary
school have been re-
moved and it is likely, he
said, that the tennis
teams will not be able to
play at SCS next year
and the sport will be
shifted to a neighboring
district. Baseball and
softball are likely to
played in Schoharie as
they may not break
ground on those fields
until late in the summer.
The tennis courts will be
rebuilt in the same place
and everything should

be ready for the fall. The
work should be ready to
go out to bid in the
spring.

Voters approved a
$25.9 million building
project last spring. The
project will transform the
elementary school in ad-
dition to the work on the
athletic fields. The proj-
ect does not require any
new local taxpayer funds
as state aid and the cur-
rent building reserve will
cover the costs.

The project which
would commence in
2024, will combine the
current "1976" gym and
elementary school cafe-
teria into a much larger
gym with a stage at one
end, move the cafeteria
into the current elemen-
tary school library, and
move the library to the
current "1952" gym. 

Improvements to the
parking lots has already

been completed.
School board members

have approved contracts
with Schoolhouse Con-
struction and Mosaic As-
sociates Architects to do
the design of the work
which will then be pre-
sented to the state edu-
cation department for
approval.

Other first phase of
the work will include the
solar panels "out back,"
the air handlers, HVAC
work.

After the first phase,
roofing and window work
will begin, Mr. Blanchard
said.

How soon the work
will be sent out to bid
will depend on how fast
the state education de-
partment reviews and ap-
proves the project, offi-
cials said. It could be a
month to six weeks or
more.

Winter Fest Feb. 4
at Huyck Preserve
RENSSELAERVILLE -

The Huyck Preserve at
the Eldridge Research
Center at 284 Pond Road
in Rensselaerville will
host a Winter Fest on
Saturday, February 4
from 11am to 2pm.

Join them for outdoor
winter fun, s'mores mak-

ing, demonstrations from
community organizations,
food, and a local vendor
market. Plus, visit with
wildlife rehabilitator Kelly
Martin and her animals.

Go to our Winter Fest
event page on Facebook
for event information up-
dates.
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Rikard Leaving Prattsville Judiciary Position
By Michael Ryan

PRATTSVILLE - The sol-
id reputation of longtime
attorney David Rikard has
resulted in the town of
Prattsville losing one of its
two judges.

Rikard, a member of the
local judiciary for the past
decade, has informed gov-
ernment leaders he is leav-
ing the bench after taking
a job as chief assistant dis-
trict attorney for neigh-
boring Delaware County.

“While I am excited
about embarking upon this
new chapter in my legal
career, my acceptance of
this position also unfortu-
nately requires that I must
resign as town of Prattsville
justice,” Rikard stated in a
letter to the town council.

“Thus, I hereby respect-
fully, yet regretfully, submit
my resignation…effective
immediately,” Rikard stated
in his January 6 missive.

“It has been an honor
and a privilege to have
been elected three times
to serve the citizens of the
town of Prattsville, as well
as others who have come
before my court.

“It is with fond remem-
brance that I depart from
[the judiciary]. Should you
have any questions or oth-
erwise wish to discuss this
matter, please do not hesi-
tate to call,” Rikard stated.

Rikard, in a followup

phone interview, said
Delaware County acting
District Attorney Shawn
Smith reached out to him,
noting the appointment is
a part time situation and
could change in the near
future.

Smith needs to run for
election in November, pos-
sibly impacting the DA’s
office and its staff. Rikard,
either way, is committed
to the task.

He has received a list of
courts he will likely be in-
volved with at the outset
in the 6th Judicial District
including the towns of Rox-
bury, Stamford, Kortright,
Davenport and Middle-
town.

“I’ve had to wrap my
mind around this transi-
tion,” Rikard said, having
been active as a defense
attorney over the years,
now switching to the pros-
ecutorial side of the sys-
tem.

“But I have been ap-
pointed as a special pros-
ecutor on several occasions
for criminal cases in
Schoharie, Greene and
Delaware counties.

“And in the long run, it’s
not a lot different because

the vast majority of cases
now are resolved through
plea negotiations,” Rikard
said.

Rikard, whose vintage
home became internation-
ally known in the aftermath
of Hurricane Irene as em-
blematic of the storm’s
flood destruction in the
community and beyond,
has rebuilt his practice
along Main Street.

He will still be able to
handle clients for real estate
closings, personal injury
suits, estate planning and
administration, etc.

For now, however, he
will be wearing a different
hat. “I really hated having
to resign my judgeship,”
says Rikard who was born
and raised in Prattsville,
earning his law degree at
Syracuse University.

“But you can’t be an as-
sistant district attorney in
one district and a part time
judge in another district
so I had to make a tough
decision.

“This is part of a journey
I began thinking about
when I was in high school
in Gilboa. I’m not saying
goodbye to Prattsville. It
all goes full circle.

“Who knows? I may be
back,” says Rikard, who
officially starts in Delaware
County on February 6, sto-
ically noting that if the po-
litical tides shift in Novem-
ber, “I guess I’d have to
run for Prattsville judge
again.”

Town supervisor Greg
Cross said leaders of the
local Democratic and Re-
publican parties have been
notified of the judicial open-
ing.

Someone could be ap-
pointed to take Rikard’s
gavel or a special election
could take place in No-
vember, allowing residents
to choose who joins Judge
Daniel Peckham on the lo-
cal court for a 4-year term.

In other matters:
—Town supervisor Greg

Cross reported that the ex-
tension of local broadband
is continuing at a very wel-
come pace.

Necessary infrastructure
is in place along County
Route 10 and adjoining
back roads, Cross said,
noting “people are hooking
up and [available] address-
es are available on the
town website.”

The readied residences
can be accessed by visiting
townofprattsville.com,
clicking on “More,” then
“Buzz Board,” then under-
neath “High Speed Inter-
net” click on “address list”

to download the informa-
tion.

Homes are linkable on
Etta Post Road, Alpine View
Road,  Bunney Road, Alby
Way, Stanley Slater Road,
Blueberry Est Road, Oakley
Road; 

Cozy Hollow Road, Dent
Road, Mary Rion Road,
Macumber Road, Albert

Slater Road, Huntersfield
Road, County Route 10
and County Route 11. 

“We’re still working on
County. Route 2,” Cross
said, with no timeframes
set  for completion as Mar-
garetville Telephone Com-
pany goes though the com-
plex licensing and con-
tract-signing process.

David Rikard

Confusion in Hunter
Village Approves Amended

Proposed Moratorium on Container Homes
By K. Fleig

HUNTER -On Monday
night, a special Public
Hearing was held by the
Village of Hunter’s Village
Board. The purpose was
to allow public comments
with regard to proposed
Local Law #1 of 2023,
that would place a vil-
lage-wide moratorium on
the construction of con-
tainer homes for a period
of six months. The pro-
posed law appeared to
have passed, but since
the law was amended, it
is unclear if the law will
go into effect as passed.

Mayor Mike Papa,
presided over the Hear-
ing. Trustees Benjamin
Sommers and Dorothy
Grasso, Planning Board
Members Paul Slutzky
and former mayor Alan
Higgins, who is now the
superintendent of the De-
partment of Public
Works, Planning Board

member and Building In-
spector Carl Giangrande,
along with Village
Clerk/Treasurer Kathleen
Hilbert were in atten-
dance. The Village Attor-
ney, Tal Rappleyea was
absent.

The room was filled to
capacity, with many
standing. Residents were
given five minutes each
to voice their opinions
on the proposed law, and
ask questions. Many at-
tendees expressed their
thoughts, at times en
masse and loudly.

In July 2022, Amy Has-
selbeck and her wife
Daniela Lin were granted
a building permit to allow
for the construction of
one “container home” on
their 360 square foot lot
on Main Street, in the
Village. Shortly after, due
to its location on Route
23A, the permit was sus-
pended, pending a stan-

dard architectural review
by the Planning Board,
which was scheduled for
January 26, 2023.

The couple wants to
build a weekend home
on the small lot they pur-
chased from friends.
They have drawings
showing a small one fam-
ily, one floor house, with
a flat roof, without
wheels. The structure is
basically a metal contain-
er, like the kind that holds
cargo on ships, but cov-
ered with wood framing.
There are windows and
doors that allow for prop-
er ingress and egress.

At the Hearing, Gian-
grande spoke against the
proposed law early in the
evening. He stated that
Hasselbeck and Lin’s
building plans were re-
viewed by him, and con-
form to zoning laws and
are in compliance with
all building code, includ-

Continued from Page
C6.

ing fire safety code. He
stated that the architec-
tural review should occur
before the Village impos-
es a moratorium on con-
tainer houses. He ended
his impassioned argu-
ment by pounding on the
table, for emphasis.

Attempting to regain
order, Papa said, “We are
in uncharted waters, we

want to make sure we
do it right . . . it is not to
kill the project.” The in-
terchange between Papa
and Giangrande was heat-
ed at times, with Papa
threatening Giangrande
with expulsion from the
room.

Hasselbeck, an attor-
ney, argued that the pro-
posed law, as written,

needs to be redrafted.
She pointed to section
3, paragraph D, the def-
inition of “Container
Home. “Any home or por-

“Where’s the line?
There are all sorts of

buildings in the
town.”

- Amy Hasselbeck

Fran Clark, with ques-
tions about the pro-

posed law.
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Local Worship Services
Resurrection Lutheran

Church
186 Main Street, Cairo,

NY 12413
(518) 622-3286 /

www.RLC.life
Online Worship (after

8:15am)
Inside Worship (8:15am,

9:15am & 10:30am)
Sunday School & Bible

Study (9:15am)
Barnerville United
Methodist Church
224 Shady Tree Lane
Howes Cave
Sunday at 8:30 AM

Greek Orthodox
Church of the 
Assumption

State Rte 23     Wind-

ham, New York 12496
(518) 734-4631           as-

sumptionwindham@gmail.
com

Hope Restoration
Christian Fellowship
117 State Route 296,

Windham
518-734-3826
www.hoperes tora -

tionchurch.net
Sundays 11:00 AM
Find us on Facebook
Tent Services begin June

26th
Living Faith Commu-

nity Church
54 Route 56, Maplecrest,

NY
518-734-4275
Sundays at 10:30 am
Find us on Facebook

Jewett Presbyterian
Church

53 Church Street, Jewett,
NY

518-424-2919
Sundays 10:00 AM
Find us on Facebook

Mitchell Hollow 
Mission Church

893 Mill Street, Wind-
ham, NY

518-332-7669
Sundays at 11:15 AM
www.Mitchellhollow.org

Windham-Hensonville
United Methodist

Church
5296 Route 23, Wind-

ham, NY
518-734-4122
Sundays 11:00 AM

Find us on Facebook
St. Theresa of the

Child Jesus Catholic
Church

5188 Route 23, Wind-
ham

518-734-3352
www.Sainttheresas.wee-

bly.com
Lexington / West Kill

United Methodist
Church

54 Greene County Route
13A

Lexington NY 12452
AM Church Service 9:00

Sunday morning

Discover Life Church 
14464 Main Street
Prattsville, NY  12468
518-299-3321
Website: https://prattsvil-

lechurch.com

Sunday School for Pre-
K through adult from 9-
10 am 

Worship Service 10:30
am till about 12 noon

Obituaries

Catskill- Elaine Marie
Soule Mann Grange, 73,
passed away in her home
of natural causes on De-
cember 23, 2022. She was
born in Lexington NY and
lived most of her life in
Highland, NY. She was
predeceased by her late
husband’s Edward Mann
Jr and Rodger Grange,
her father Stanley Soule,
her sister Jeanette Goff,
and her Mom Lula Soule.

She is survived by her
four children Michele
Mann Petrides of Florida,
Melinda Mann of
Prattsville, Suzanne Mann
(Jim) of Catskill, and
Justin Grange (Ellie) of
Highland. She had six sur-
viving siblings Pamela
Berry (Joseph) of Grand
Gorge, Daureen Maurer
(Richard) of Roxbury,
Sarah Soule of Prattsville,
Heidi Brainerd (Edwin)

of Hensonville, twins Stan-
ley Soule (Amy) of Ten-
nessee and Sherry Bruno
of Prattsville. She had 9
grandchildren, 7 great
grandchildren, several
nieces, nephews, aunts,
uncles and cousins. Her
funeral arrangements
were held at Decker Fu-
neral Home in Windham
NY.  Burial will be in
spring at Lexington Ceme-
tery.

Elaine Grange

LOCAL FEATURE

What the Soap?
By Michael Ryan

WINDHAM - A piece of
Prattsville will always be
part of “What the Soap? &
Company” which has
changed its location to the
big red barn just off Main
Street, behind Windstar Re-
alty Group, in the town of
Windham.

Ribbon-cutting and Grand
Opening ceremonies were
hosted at their new digs,
last Saturday afternoon, by
the Windham Chamber of
Commerce, putting elbow
room at a premium even in
the more spacious shop.

“We think they are a great
addition to the community,”
Windham Chamber presi-
dent Lisa Jaeger said. “We
are thrilled to have them
here.”

The feeling is mutual al-
though mixed for the co-
owners, Melissa and Matt
Peters, who started “What
the Soap?” from scratch in
2020, slowly but surely out-
growing their surroundings,
prompting the move east.

“It is definitely bittersweet,”
Matt said, welcoming a good-
sized crowd to the larger
spot, a short stroll from the
heart of the hamlet district,
up from Mill Street and
Madd Brook (with plenty
of onsite parking available).

“This was purely a busi-
ness move. It landed in our
laps. The owner of the build-
ing is actually one of our
customers,” Matt said.

“We wouldn’t be where
we are without support from
the people in Prattsville and
Jim and Geanine Eisel,” Matt
said, referring to the pro-
prietors of the Great Amer-
ican market in Prattsville,
their first landlords.

Melissa thanked Prattsvil-
lian Ann O’Hara for “being
there for us, personally and
professionally,” saying the
change to Windham is ac-
companied by “a compli-
cated set of feelings.”

“We became deeply in-
volved in promoting the
growth and prosperity of
Prattsville,” Melissa says,
noting several artisans have
made the trip to Windham
with them through their cre-
ations.

“What.The.Soap. began
as a family homemade soap
hobby, but has since ex-
panded to supply soaps, lo-
tions, shampoos, body but-
ters and other bath items to
those lucky enough to find
us,” their website states.

“Soap making, and this
business in particular, is
something that we do as a
couple, working along side
each other every night and
weekend to bring you the
best products,” their website
states.

“Our goal is to source as
locally as possible for all
our packaging and ingredi-
ents, helping to keep our
local economy healthy.

“In addition to the health
of our economy, we are also
concerned about the health
of the Earth!  That's why we
are constantly taking steps
to lower our carbon foot-
print, as well as the footprint
left behind by our prod-
ucts.”

Windham Chamber of Commerce, last Saturday,
hosted ribbon-cutting and Grand Opening cere-

monies for “What the Soap & Company” at its new
location, in the red barn just off Main Street in
Windham, moving from the town of Prattsville.
Brandishing make-believe and real scissors are
(left to right) co-owners Matt and Melissa Peters
with sons Santino and Matthew and Windham

Chamber board of directors member Barry Smith. 

“What the Soap?” has, of course, multiple vari-
eties of homemade soaps, lotions, shampoos, body

butter, other bath niceties and sundry items.

The shop is best known
for its soaps, of course. “We
have a bar soap to wash
everyone, everywhere they
need it,” their website states.

“Our soaps cross all bor-
ders - many that shouldn't
have been crossed. Whether
you're in the mood for fun
and fruity or require some-
thing unscented and serious,
What.The.Soap. will never
disappoint.”

Proving their point Matt
and Melissa dream up some
unique soaps, such as “Con-
stant Avocado,” saying, “it's
believed that the avocado
(ahuacatl) was first used for
skin care 10,000 years ago. 

“This was smart, very
smart, as the avocado is a
great source of antioxidants
and carotenoids, is rich in
vitamins C and E, and has
high concentrations of mois-

turizing fatty acids.
“Then again, they weren't

geniuses as it took 3,000
more years before they start-
ed making guacamole. We
forgive their gastronomic
oversight and recognize their
dermatological brilliance in
this soap by using fresh av-
ocados and raw goat's milk.”

Or there is “Den of the
Beatnik,” describing it as,
“a beautiful all-purpose soap
scented with sweet earthy
patchouli essential oil,
wrapped in a warm blanket
of vanilla,” calling upon
clients to imagine…

“The room is dark save
for the psychedelic flow of
lava lamps and the warming
glow of the roaring stone
hearth fireplace…

“Neatly framed concert
posters hang from the
rough-hewn log walls. A re-

tired peace sign rests in the
corner, its corners dinged
and handle worn smooth
from years of marches…

“Thick fur-like rugs warm
the dark wood floors much
like the smell of deep vanilla
and patchouli warm your
insides.

‘This is the Den of the
Beatnik, a fine balance of
eccentricity and comfort.
You may wonder if it’s for
you, but really, how could it
not be?”

Beyond its many soaps,
What.The.Soap also stocks,
“I’ll Scratch Yours if You
Scratch” calamine lotion and
“Quit Buggin’ Me” lotion

bar for when “food is on
the grill, firewood is stacked,
campfire is lit…and then
POW-POW-POW, you get
attacked by insects.”

Come browse for hand-
made jewelry, pottery, and
unique and fun gifts, as well
as Sanya Incense, Natural
Life Hair & Accessories,
Kate’s Kreations (from Kath-
leen Sherman in Prattsville)
and Funky Prayer Candles.

There are Pratt’s Confec-
tionary, Reverie Coffee, Fun-
ny & Heat-Changing Mugs,
Muffin & James Dog Treat
Bags, Creative Wood Art,
Healing Gems, bread boards,
chess sets, local maple syrup

and t-shirts.
Also neatly arranged on

well-designed shelves are
tinctures, tea towels, puzzles,
celebrity candles (from
Frank Sinatra to Janis
Joplin), birdhouses, blan-
kets, Craft Jerky, wine racks,
books with a local theme
and much more.

“What the Soap & Com-
pany” is open 10 a.m. to 6
p.m, Thursday through Mon-
day. Feel free to stop by or
have it shipped to your door.

For pricing, special orders
or consultations telephone
(917) 703-6788 or contact
what.the.homemade@gmail
.com.

There was a lot
more to see and

shop for than soap
at the Grand Open-

ing of “What the
Soap & Company,”

located behind
Windstar Realty

Group, along Main
Street in Windham.

Blending all work
and all play, the
Peters family has
created a success-
ful business from

scratch on the
mountaintop.

6/21/1939 - 12/3/22 
Losing someone is the

most difficult thing we
can go through, and there
are no words to express
our heartache right now.
The Nativo Family would
like to start by answering
a simple question, Who
was Sebastiano Nativo? 

To some, he was called
Sam, Yano, Uncle, Friend,
and most importantly to
us, he was called Grand-
pa, Dad, and our mom's
favorite: Honey. 

He came to this coun-

try from Italy in 1960,
with nothing in his pock-
ets. After he married our
mom, he became suc-
cessful in everything that
he touched. He did it
with his own hands. He
paved the way to a good
life for his wife Anna, his
three sons Joseph (and
Gina), Sebastiano Jr. (and
Michael) and Vincent
(and Monica), his grand-
children Joseph Jr., Se-
bastian, Luchia and Vin-
cent Jr. As our family
grew, the love for his
family grew. 

His love of family and
friends was his most val-
ued possession. He was
proud of who we all be-
came. We are who we
are because of him. He
created an environment
for us to thrive. He was
a very generous man who
simply wanted to help
people. Many knew him
and loved him, as we did,
and know this to be true.
My father gave his life to

friends, family and loved
ones, he was a man who
touched so many lives
in so many ways. Those
who hunted with him,
worked with him, they
sat and had dinner with
him, had a drink with
him and simply just chat-
ted with him about the
old times. This is what
we need to hold dear to
our hearts. These mem-
ories will keep him, as
well as us, alive.

Our Dad died where
he lived in all aspects of
the word, in the moun-
tains, in his hunting
clothes, with his pistol
on his hip, on the prop-
erty that he thrived on
and built with his own
hands for our family to
enjoy for generations,
breathing in the moun-
tain air with his last
breath,   - he may have
been the most stubborn
man we knew, but like
Frank Sinatra’s song,
OUR DAD DID IT HIS
WAY! 

Sebastiano Nativo
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Out Lexington Way
By Christine Dwon
Family Christmas was

held at the home of Rose
Williams on Sunday, Jan.
15.  Betty Hapeman’s
and Rose’s niece Sarah
and her two daughters
Christine and Taylor were
there; Rose’s daughter
Amy and husband Do-
minic their son Dominic
and his wife and their
two children; Rose’s
daughter Becky and hus-
band John and their son
Matthew and Betty and
son Glenn.  The grand-
children and great grand-
children had fun playing
with blocks, a top and
xylophone that had been
Rose’s and Betty’s.
Everyone had a wonder-
ful time together.

On the last Friday and
Saturday of each month
there is a book sale at
the Hunter Public Library
and you can fill a paper
bag with books for $5.
Friday hours are 10 – 4
and Saturday hours are
10 – 2.

Happy birthday to
Robin Potter on Friday,
Jan. 27.

Saturday, Jan. 28 is
Carl Simpfenderfer’s
birthday.

Ariana Creech cele-
brates her birthday on
Sunday, Jan. 29.

Happy birthday wishes
on Monday, Jan. 30 to
Shirley Van Valkenburgh.

Rose William’s birth-
day is Thursday, Feb. 2.

Best wishes to every-
one!

There will be a com-
bined worship service of
the Mountain Top Parish
churches at the Kaater-
skill UMC in Tannersville
on Sunday, Jan. 29 at 10
a.m.  There will be a pot
luck lunch after the serv-
ice if you would like to
bring a dish to share.

The Greene County
Department of Human
Services Senior Nutrition
Program menu for the
week of Jan. 30 – Feb. 3
is as follows: Monday—
Stuffed peppers, Califor-
nia vegetable mix, cook-
ies, applesauce; Tues-

day—Tortellini, meatball,
Italian mixed vegetables,
Brussels sprouts, rice
pudding with raisins;
Wednesday—Chicken Di-
jon, mashed potatoes,
broccoli, carrot cake;
Thursday—Pork chop
with gravy, applesauce,
sweet potatoes, green
beans, fresh fruit; Fri-
day—Fish Florentine,
sauteed mixed vegeta-
bles, rice pilaf, fresh fruit.
The menu will be the
meal that is delivered to
all Greene County home-
bound meal clients.  All
persons over the age of
60 can receive a meal.
Meals served at noon and
suggested donation for
each meal is $4.  Those
wishing to receive a meal
are required to call the
respective location by
noon, a day in advance.
The number to call for
the Senior Nutrition site
at the Jewett Municipal
Building, Route 23C, Jew-
ett is 518-263-4392.

Friday, Feb. 10 from 3
p.m. – 6:30 p.m. is the
annual Lexington/West
Kill UMC Trustee TGIF
Brooks Chicken BBQ at
the Lexington/West Kill
UMC, 54 County Route
13A, Lexington.  The
menu includes half a
chicken, baked potato,
green beans, coleslaw,
roll and assorted cup-
cakes.  Take out only.
Adult dinners are $15,
children 5 – 10 are $7,
children under 5 are free
and chicken half is $8.

The next covered dish
Dinner Church will be at
the Ashland UMC on Fri-
day, Feb. 17 at 5 p.m.

Here are the dates for
the 2023 Greene County
Rabies Clinics:  Wednes-
day, May 17, 5 p.m. - 7
p.m.; Wednesday, April
14, 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.;
Wednesday, Aug. 16, 5
p.m. - 7 p.m.; Wednesday,
Sept. 13, 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Clinics will be held at
Angelo Canna Town Park,
Joseph D. Spencer Lane,
Cairo. Call to pre-register
518-719-3600. The clin-
ics are drive up only.  You

must wear a face mask
and remain inside your
vehicle at all times.  Bring
record of pet’s previous
vaccination for a three-
year certificate.  If no
record present, pet will
be given a one-year cer-
tificate.  Public Health
law requires all cats, dogs
and ferrets to be vacci-
nated for rabies starting
at 12 weeks old.  If you
are feeding a stray, please
bring it to be vaccinat-
ed.

Vaccine is free but do-
nations will be accepted
to defray cost of the pro-
gram.  Pre-register so
paperwork will be ready.
The final registration day
for each clinic is the
Monday before each
event date so register
early.  Please arrive no
sooner then 15 minutes
prior to your scheduled
time.  All dogs must be
on leash and cats in car-
riers.  Call ahead for fer-
rets so vet may be noti-
fied in advance.

Groundhog Day is
Thursday, Feb. 2.  Do
you think the critter will
predict six more weeks
of winter?

Tannersville Food
Pantry located at the Tan-
nersville Village Hall, One
Park Lane, is open on
Wednesdays from 1 – 3
and The first Saturday
of the month from 10:30
– 12:30.  If you have
questions, call 518-589-
6787 or kaaterskil-
lumc@gmail.com.

Thank you to all law
enforcement, firefighters,
EMS, dispatchers, vol-
unteers, healthcare
providers, our military,
their families and so
many more.

Prayers for all who are
dealing with illnesses,
healing, loss, difficulties,
our country, Ukraine, the
world.

Until next week take
care, be thankful, be
courteous, be respectful
and please be kind to
one another.  Your act of
kindness may change
someone’s life.

Subscribe to the

Mountain Eagle!

(518) 763-6854

LOCAL HISTORY WITH DEDE TERNS-THORPE

Pera Palace, Haines Falls, NY 
Driving along 23A in

Haines Falls, most of us
drive past the Pera Palace
every day, or at least the
site where it used to
stand. Today, it’s the site
of Billy Van Valkenburg’s
storage sheds (and Lou’s
amazing December holi-
day decorations).

I came across a 35-
year-old newspaper arti-
cle by Rich Neumar, shar-
ing some of Pera’s history.
As you’ll see, Van Valken-
burg’s property had pre-
viously been owned by
various people. Neumar
tells us it originally be-
longed to George Wash-
ington Haines, Lawrence
Schoonmaker, Susan
Fromer, and in 1892
Sylvia and William Van
De Bogart. In 1906 the
property went to
William’s sister, Maude
De Bogart. and Ira S. Rid-
er. 

Neuman said that when
the Riders took over the
property, there bought
the land, a house, and
furniture. A 1906 paper
described a significant
addition built on the Rid-
er home by L. Schoon-
maker (Lawrence, previ-
ous proprietor?). Maude
rented rooms and held
church services. The Rid-
ers transferred the large
building to William and
Renee Wolff in 1924, who
sold it to the Panossians.  

Justine Hommel said
the Panossians, who were
Syrians, gave the build-
ing, known as the Moun-
tain Rest, the name Pera
Palace. Justine said the
Pera had a large com-
munity kitchen with sep-
arate ice boxes in each
room. 

The Panossians passed
and, in 1981, left the
property to Hyrant Evlian

of Watertown, MA, the
new owner of the Pera
Palace. Evlian sold the
Pera Palace to resident
Mark Hyer in 1986. Hyer
had purchased it as com-
mercial property, but it
was already in need of
water, heat, and electric-
ity. Mark also said the
foundation had severe
problems. 

The article said the Van
Valkenburg family tried
to repair the hotel but
soon found “It was a dis-
aster waiting to happen.”

Interestingly, the Rider
family also owned the
Mountain Rest on county
route 25. Additional re-
search has to be com-
pleted to learn more
about both the Rider fam-
ily and the Mountain Rest
on 23A & on route 25. 

Thanks so much for
reading. Have a great
week, and stay safe. 

Sgt.James F. Carty, D.S.C.
VFW Post 1545 Windham
Well, the Giants lost and Buffalo lost also which makes life a bit hard on

us New Yorkers so as we say; wait till next year. Who do we root for now?
Baseball is around the corner. 

I received news that the Veterans Benefit Administration (VBA) has
processed 67,350 toxic exposure claims as of January 10th.

Further in the first week of 2023 the VBA has processed over 20K
claims. If you are eligible for a service connected disability the VFW can
file these claims and eliminate paying lawyers legal fees. 

As I like to do, highlight a past member or active member, this week I
would like to let you know about another one of my heroes.

Mr. Ken Smith is a Korean veteran. Ken was in the United States Marines
and was awarded the purple heart.

As they say, once a Marine, always a Marine. Ken has been great at
helping me in all the workings of our post, always helping me with advice
and support. 

We will be entertaining the Warriors in Motion at a dinner this Friday
Jan. 27th. The Adaptive Sports Foundation at Windham Mountain will
bring them to our post and hold this affair which allows us to meet them
and honor their service.

This is a great night for all our comrades that served our country. 

Marc Farmilette-Quartermaster Post 1545 

Greene County Youth 
Bureau 2023 Funding

We are requesting pro-
posals for the Greene Coun-
ty Youth Bureau Funding
for Youth Development pro-
grams, as well as separate
Youth Sports Opportunities
that will run January 1 –
September 30, 2023 spon-
sored by any 501(c)(3)
(Non-profit tax-exempt char-
itable organization per IRS).  

Due to changes from NYS
OCFS, 2023 funding will
only be for programs run-
ning January 1 – September
30, 2023.  Programs that
cover October 1, 2023
through September 2024
will be eligible for 2024
funding.

The deadline for this 2023
RFP is Friday, March 24,
2023.

The application must in-
clude:
□ List of current Board

members with contact in-
formation and employer
noted.
□List of board members

or staff who are authorized
to sign claims.
□ OCFS-5001 Program

Application (Municipalities

are to be signed by Chief
Elected Official).  
□ OCFS-5002 Program

Profile
□ OCFS-5003 Program

Components
□ OCFS-5005 Program

Budget
If your application packet

will be the same as in the
past, kindly send us an email
& state you wish your last
grant “recycled”.  In this
case, we will only require
Form OCFS-5001 with an
original signature mailed to:
Greene County Human
Services (Youth Bureau),
411 Main Street, Catskill N.
Y. 12414.  Response must
be made to mmurphy@dis-
covergreene.com.   

All applications are to in-
clude only one Life Area
with the goals & objective
for the program.  In addition,
the Services, Opportunities
& Supports (SOS) & Per-
formance Measures must
be entered on the applica-
tion.  

Historically, the average
grant award has been be-
tween $1,000 and $3,000.  

All OCFS forms are avail-
able on the web site, 

http://greenegovern-
ment.com/departments/hu-
man-services/youth-re-
sources

Please call (518) 719-
3555 for assistance. 
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Groundskeeper / Laborer Wanted

Landscaping, Pruning, Mowing
Tractors and Mowers • Experience Required

Prattsville/Lexington Area 
Reliable Transportation a Must

Speak to Sal (516) 220-1928 
or (516) 458-9113

Got a tip? 
Call us! (518) 763-6854

The Prattsville
Scoop

By Abby and Gabby
PRATTSVILLE – We are

saddened and broken
hearted by the sudden
death of our Kristin Ehlers
Tompkins.  She was in-
volved in so many differ-
ent parts of our lives on
a personal, organizational
or community level.  She
is loved and will be missed
by all.  Our sympathy and
prayers are extended to
her family.

The Greene County Vet-
erans Service Agency,
Michelle Deyo Director,
is spearheading a drive
to get Valentines to all
the veterans in the six
nursing homes in Greene
County, plus one in Hud-
son.  The number of vet-
erans in these facilities
is 76.  If you want
Michelle to deliver them,
they must be in her office
in the Greene Medical
Arts Center, Catskill, by
February 6.  The Gurleys
will be going there on
January 31 and will gladly
drop off your Valentines
at that time.  There are
76 veterans in these fa-
cilities who would really
enjoy getting their own
Valentines Day card.  The
envelopes should be
marked “Attn: U.S. Veter-
an”.  Greene Meadows
Nursing Home, 161 Jef-
ferson Heights, Catskill
12414, has 20 veterans,
FASNY Firemen’s Home,
126 Harry Howard Ave,
Hudson, NY 12634 has
18 veterans, The Pines, ,
164 Jefferson Heights,
Catskill, NY 12414 has
12 veterans, The Eliot,
122 Jefferson Heights,
Catskill, NY 12414 has
15 veterans, Home Sweet
Home Catskill, 38
Prospect Ave., Catskill,
NY 12414 has 8 veterans
and Home Sweet Home
in Athens, 71  2nd Av-
enue, Athens, NY 12018
has 3 veterans.  You can
mail your cards directly
to each facility just be

sure to mark them “Attn.
U.S. Veteran”.  A “Thank
You for your service” line
on the card would delight
them.  Thank you. 

Guess the snow
brought bad luck to our
New York teams.  The
Bills are still Number 1
with me and the New
York Giants remain a fa-
vorite.  They can both
hold their heads high.
Regardless to all the foot-
ball teams on their de-
meanor and sportsman-
ship.  You set a good ex-
ample.  Good luck to all.
The snow could have
waited at least 24 hours
so many could keep their
doctors’ appointments.
We all know how difficult
it is to get an appointment
and good luck resched-
uling canceled appoint-
ments. 

Sandy Kiley has a job
at a restaurant in Wind-
ham that keeps her closer
to home and at this time
of year, that is a super
plus – more snooze time,
more time with her hand-
some hubby Bob and less
travel time without the
danger of slippery roads.
Good to see you, neigh-
bor and be quicker on
the recognition next time.
Take care Sandy and Bob.

So far I have met no
one who knows what
chilblains are so it is ap-
parent that you did not
grow up in a non-winter-
ized farm house in the
Catskill Mountains.
Chilblains are sores or
painful swelling caused
by exposure to cold on
fingers, ears or toes.  Yes,
they are painful and one
of our  cures was to stand
close to the wood cook
stove in the kitchen to
get relief. 

The Krausses and Gur-
leys celebrated Mari-
anne’s birthday with an
enjoyable dinner out on
the town with appetizers,
etc. before leaving for
the restaurant.  It has
been ages since have
been able to just enjoy a
social outing.  It was
agreed there should be
more to come.

We wish Jamison
Rikard at Happy Birthday
on January 30.  On Jan-
uary 31 we wish our own
Jim Eisel a great and
Happy Birthday.  Just
how old is he?  On Feb-
ruary 1 we wish Gail
Peckham a Happy Birth-
day and remember Gail
your Aunt Eva is watching
over you on your shared
birthday.  On February 3
we wish Tammy Irwin
Shea a very Happy Birth-
day.

Please send your news
to gurleyrv@gmail.com
or call 518-299-3219. 

FIRE MARK
INSURANCE
AGENCY

FINGER LAKES FIRE &
CASUALTY CO 
PO Box 39 • 

826 East Main Street
Cobleskill NY 12043 

518-234-2121

We are a full-service property
& casualty agency offering 

insurance coverage on 
• AUTO • HOME 

• LIABILITY • LIFE 
• HEALTH 

• WORKERS COMPENSATION 
We offer the best 

coverage and price to fit your needs
because we represent you.

Stop in to see 
Ray for all your 

insurance needs. 
Ray Gillis 

ray@
firemarkins.com

Ashland Speaks
By Lula Anderson
I love watching the

snow fall, but as I sit
looking out the window,
I rub my hands that are
sore from arthritis and
think of all of the things
that have become in-
creasingly difficult for
me and my friends to
open.  I am going to refer
to them as “MY Pet
Peeves.”

The other night I had
to open a bottle of eye
drops for glaucoma.
Now, if you haven’t seen
eyedrop bottles, they are
2” in height, with ¾” be-
ing the cap.  You first
have to get the shrink
sealed plastic off.  I gen-
erally cut that with a
knife, but can’t get it
completely peeled off.
Next, grab the top with
fingers that don’t bend,
and holding on to the 1
¼” bottom, try to open
it.  The top is on so tight-
ly, it takes two pairs of
pliers to TRY and get that
sucker open.  No exag-
geration, it took 10  min-
utes of twisting to break
that seal.  And these bot-
tles are for the elderly??
The next day I tried to
open the milk carton that
comes with my home de-
livered meals.  Simple,
separate and push on the
sides.  Nope, get a knife
and put that in the seam
to try to loosen the glue.
Well, I got it opened, but
can’t use the spout.
Open a new pump bottle
of hand soap or mois-
turizer.  Where is the re-
lease?  Many days I just
use a pump from another
bottle since I can’t figure
out how, or where, the
sweet spot is.  Laundry
pods with child proof
zips, or line up the arrow
and pull top off.  Once
open, I never close mine
since I don’t want to go

through that  torture
again.  Don’t call it child
proof (they can open
them 1,2,3).  Call them
Elderly Proof.   

Thank you Dolores
Decker for getting me
out of the house for a
very enjoyable afternoon
at the cinema.  We went
to see “A MAN CALLED
OTTO”  definitely worth
seeing.  You may know
someone resembling him.

January 29 is the 5th
Sunday in January and
the next gathering of the
Mt Top Methodist Parish
combined Service.  This
month it will be held at
10 AM at Kaaterskill UMC
in Tannersville.  Please
come and join us.

Continued prayers for
Leona Knox, Ed Zimmer-
man, Mike Laterza, Crick-
et Johnson and Eric
Towse. 

Sincerest sympathy and
condolences to the Ahlers
and Tompkins families
on the passing of Kristen
Tompkins.

AS I REMEMBER IT
You know the news of

the day is the price of
eggs.  Over $5/dozen for
large eggs.  The first time
that I know of that fresh
farm eggs are cheaper
than grocery stores.  But,
do you know eggsactly
what goes into that dozen
of eggs?  Back in the
40’s and 50’s, there were
several poultry farms in
the area.  Of course, my
family had their flock of
chickens for extra in-
come.

We ordered our chicks
from the local GLF or
closest farm store.  Some-
times they were delivered
to the door, and other
times we went to pick
them up.  While we were
waiting for them to come
in, we had to prepare the
area they were going to

start growing in.  The
coop was small, and
cleaned spotless (for a
barn). It had to be close
to the house to keep away
as many critters as pos-
sible.  A cardboard circle
was put up (no corners
for the chicks to gather
in, so they wouldn’t
smother), then fresh
wood shavings were put
in.  Water was put into
quart mason jars with a
glass trough that looked
like an orange juicer on
the top.  Flip it over, and
there was just enough
water to drink, but not
drown in.  Heat lamps
were suspended over this
circle on a chain that
could be adjusted for
height as the birds grew.

The big day comes and
the boxes of chicks arrive.
Such cute, fluffy sweet
smelling babies.  The girls
got the job of keeping
them separated while
they got accustomed to
their new home.  Chick-
ens tend to huddle up,
so we would go in every
couple of hours and
spread them out.  The
littler had to be removed
from the water troughs,
and small amounts of
food had to be put in
small hoppers and some-
times, the chicks had to
be dunked in so they
could get a taste of food.
As the chicks got bigger,
the circle became larger
until the first feathers
started appearing, and
then we removed it com-
pletely.  At that time, we
could put out pans of wa-
ter as they knew how to
drink without drowning.
Now we had to watch out
for the aggressive chick-
ens that would peck the
others to the point where
they drew blood.  Yes,
there is a real pecking
order. 

For the first 6 months,
we just feed, water, and
clean up after these birds.
Oh boy, I found the first
little egg, not much big-
ger than a robin’s egg,
but a sign that it was
time to put in nests.
Many farms now moved
the chickens to a perma-
nent barn with platforms
for them to roost on and
built in boxes to nest in;
some metal, most wood-
en with a door on the
back to get the eggs out
from underneath the
chicken without disturb-
ing her. 

Progressively, the eggs
get larger and now it’s
time for the real work.
Daily the shell strength
is checked to see if the
chickens need more cal-
cium in their diet.
Ground oyster shell was
added to the mash for
that.  Cracked corn was
added, plus strewn on
the floor and chickens
like to scratch for food.
Grit was periodically
added to aid in digestion.
Okay, we can start the
real business.  Twicer a
day we took our wire bas-
kets into the coop and
carefully removed  the
eggs.  Into the house (or
egg room), we washed
the eggs, then put them
up to  a candler to check
the insides for blood or
meat spots, due to the
chicken being disturbed.
The eggs were weighed
from pullet  to jumbo
and put into 30 dozen
cases.  Only now are they
ready for market.  A lot
of work, a lot of time, a
lot of money—for some-
one’s breakfast.

I heard of a couple in
PA who want to rent you
2 chickens and a coop
so you can experience
“free” farm fresh eggs.
Good Luck!

LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEWS

Nellie's - East Durham
By Anita Devine

EAST DURHAM - Nel-
lie's is an Irish Country
Cafe with an on-site Bak-
ery and Gift Shop known
for its gourmet Coffee,
fresh baked Irish Soda
Bread and Scones.  The
Soda Bread is made from
Nellie Gavin's recipe, the
owner's grandmother. 

The Cafe is open cur-
rently

with New Seasonal
Hours, Thursday to Sat-
urday 3pm to 9pm and
Sunday 9am to 9pm. This
lovely Cafe and Bakery
is located at 2212 Route

145, East Durham, NY
and is owned and oper-
ated by Bernadette Gavin
Palmieri.  She is the third
generation of Gavins who
also owns and operates
Gavin's Resort, which is
celebrating their 100th
Anniversary as an Inn.
Nellie's restaurant area
is spacious and inviting,
as well as the Bar with
its unique design featur-
ing a large selection of
Beer, Wine and Specialty
Cocktails. Along with
their regular menu, fea-
turing weekly specials
Friday, Prime Rib Dinner

$24.95, Saturday NY
Strip Steak $24.95, and
a Baked Chicken Dinner
for $18.95.

Fish & Chips has been
added to their regular
menu, also every Friday
Brick Oven Pizza from
4 - 9 pm.  Nellie's will be
open on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 14th with a special
Valentine's Day menu.
Call or text Bernadette

for reservations, 518-
755-7488.  There will
also be Live Music
Events on Saturday
evenings 6 - 9pm.  It
was a pleasure meeting
and speaking with
Bernadette, who was
very personable and in-
formative.  She makes
your visit to Nellie's a
comfortable and friendly
experience.

$25 Digital 
Subscription

518-763-6854
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ASF Welcoming 15 Vets, Families for Stubbs Warriors 
in Motion Winter Sports Weekend

WINDHAM– The Adap-
tive Sports Foundation
will be hosting its 19th
annual Bob Stubbs War-
riors in Motion® Winter
Sports Weekend this
week from Thursday, Jan-
uary 26-Sunday, January
29.

The Warriors in Motion
(WIM) program provides
participating injured Unit-
ed States servicemen and
women with a basic
knowledge and practice
of wellness and the im-
portance of lifelong
healthy living. All War-
riors in Motion programs
are goal-oriented and em-
power the warrior to take
charge of their own fit-
ness and wellness. One
of the many things that
makes this weekend spe-
cial is that the warriors
who will be joining the
ASF are able to bring
their families along for
ski and snowboard les-
sons as well.

United States Army vet-
eran Richard Phillips will
be joining the ASF from
Virginia, and he’s looking
forward to his trip up to
Windham. “The cama-
raderie, the fellowship,
the conversations, the
stories and meeting other
veterans and their fami-
lies, it’s all great,” Phillips
said.

“My wife is coming with
me and it’s a great thing.
She’ll see the together-
ness of the veterans and
the camaraderie. Also, I
can laugh at her if she
falls, and I won’t get in
trouble.” Phillips added
with a laugh.

15 veterans and their
families will arrive at
Windham on Thursday

evening to begin their
four-day winter excur-
sion. The trip will begin
with equipment fitting,
where they’ll receive the
proper adaptive equip-
ment and the skis and
snowboards they’ll be us-
ing all weekend, making
sure that everything fits
properly and comfortably
for three days of hitting
the slopes. After everyone
gets situated, the warriors
and their families will
then dine in the Gwen
Allard Adaptive Sports
Center for a catered din-
ner.

Friday will be a special
day for the veterans. Not
only will they hit the
slopes for the first time
for morning lessons, but
the ASF and Windham
Mountain will host a spe-
cial lunch in Seasons, lo-
cated on the third floor
of the Windham base
lodge, honoring the war-
riors and their service in
the U.S. Military.

The ASF has invited
special guests to speak
at the event, including
New York State Senator
Michelle Hinchey. She,
along with other hon-
orary guests, will have a
chance to say a few words
and to mingle with the
Warriors in Motion. The
Windham-Ashland-Jewett
Elementary Chorus will
be on hand to sing patri-
otic songs to kick off the
celebration as well. The
lunch will take place from
12 p.m.-1:30 p.m., and
when it’s over, the sol-
diers and their families
will hit the slopes again
for their afternoon les-
sons. For dinner on Fri-
day, the WIM participants

memory of Bob Stubbs,
a former Chairman of the
ASF Board of Trustees,
who passed away in
2020. Stubbs, a U.S.
Army veteran himself,
was one of the first ASF
donors to ensure that
wounded warriors had
everything they needed
for a weekend of fun and
empowerment on the
slopes. He and his wife
Rosie would attend many
of the WIM events the
ASF held, and often the
couple would build friend-
ships with the partici-
pants.

Thanks to the organi-
zation’s generous donors,
the ASF will be able to
provide all lessons, equip-
ment rentals, meals, hotel
rooms, snacks and
drinks. If you’d like to
donate to the many pro-
grams the Adaptive
Sports Foundation has to
offer, visit www.adaptives-
portsfoundation.org.

will be hosted by Marc
Farmilette and VFW Post
1545 in Windham for a
meal catered by Main
Street Market.

The warriors will have
another full day on the
snow on Saturday, as
they’ll receive lessons
both in the morning and
the afternoon. The les-
sons will be separated by
a lunch in the ASF lodge.
When their final lessons
of the day are over, the
participants will be able
to head back to their ho-
tel rooms to wind down
and relax after a second-
straight day full of skiing
and snowboarding before
hitting the town again for
dinner at Chicken Run.

On Sunday, the final
day of the Bob Stubbs
Warriors in Motion Win-
ter Sports Weekend, the
veterans and their fami-
lies will have one last les-
son in the morning before
they enjoy a lunch in the
ASF lodge and depart
back to their homes.

Phillips, an amputee,
knows that getting out

there on a snowboard
will be difficult, but he’s
ready for the challenge.
“Balance is my main con-
cern, but I’m just looking
to have a good time and
getting rid of the fear of
falling,” he said. “I’ll take
my time, I may need to
be held up for a while,
but we’re going to see

what we can do. It’s
something I want to do,
because I miss being ac-
tive.”

Beginning in 2021, the
ASF renamed its Warriors
in Motion Lean to Ski
and Ride event to the
Bob Stubbs Warriors in
Motion Winter Sports
Weekend to honor the

MA Man Arrested on Drug
Charges Following Crash

On January 24, 2023,
at approximately 2:45
a.m., troopers responded
to State Route 23A in the
town of Hunter for a re-
port of a single vehicle
crash.  When troopers ar-
rived at the location of
the crash, they observed
a 2015 black Nissan
Pathfinder in a ditch facing
north and the back end
of the vehicle partially in
the roadway. There was
no one in the vehicle.
Troopers searched the
area and located a male
with blood on his clothing
and walking with a dog
in a parking lot adjacent
to State Route 23A. He
was identified as Alexan-
der Rakita, age 40, from

South Easton, Massachu-
setts. Mr. Rakita stated
that he was in an auto-
mobile crash and that the
vehicle that the troopers
located was his. While
speaking with troopers it
was determined that he
was impaired by drugs.
Mr. Rakita was having a
difficult time standing
while speaking with troop-
ers and stated that had
taken mushrooms. Troop-
ers transported him to
Columbia Memorial
Health for a medical eval-
uation. He was evaluated
for any injuries and was
released after being med-
ically cleared. He was sub-
sequently charged with
Driving While Ability Im-

paired (DWAI) by drugs.
While searching Mr. Raki-
ta’s vehicle troopers lo-
cated approximately 70
grams of psilocybin
cubensis (mushrooms) in
several jars. He was addi-
tionally charged with
Criminal Possession of a
Controlled Substance 2nd
degree and Criminal Pos-
session of a Controlled
Substance 3rd degree,
both felonies.

He was arraigned in the
Town of Catskill Court
and remanded to Greene
County Jail in lieu of bail.
He has a return date of
February 15, 2023, at
2:00 p.m. Mr. Rakita’s dog
was taken to the Columbia
Greene Humane Society.
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How often you get that
“gut”feeling that informs
you either positively or
negatively about a project
you’re about to under-
take. Or perhaps, you’re
contemplating making a
major purchase but still
feel a sense of uncertainty
that you causes you to
hesitate. 

Well, that’s your sense
of INTUITION at work.

Basically, it is an in-
stinct that you are born
with and utilize both con-
sciously and unconscious-
ly throughout our lives.

When our intuition and
intellect are in harmony
with each other, there re-
ally is no problem that
you can’t resolve. This
blockbuster combination
of our subtle character
emerges as our creative
intelligence, a blend of
our capacity for reason-
ing coupled with a deep

trust in gut feelings. 
In the flow of thought

and then action that re-
sults in resolving our
“questions”or problem”
in this way, it becomes
obvious quickly how sim-
ple and effective the an-
swers present them-
selves.

Intuition is actually a
constellation of cues,
physical cues, that re-
sponds to subtle body
language, the tone of

your voice, the palpable
energy you might feel be-
ing given off from the
people or situation
around you that is often
felt in your “gut”but not
totally confined to that
area either. 

It’s your “instinct com-
municating with you.

That’s an aspect of our
animal nature that’s cued
into our survival and
growth. If you’re inter-
ested in tapping into that
instinct more readily
when an issue presents
itself you might try, first,
identifying your need to
slow down your breathing
and then sharpen your
focus and your attention
on the physical sensa-
tions you’re experienc-
ing.

Let’s consider some
practical subjects first by
thinking back to a time
when your gut was send-

TRADITIONALLY SPEAKING BY PAT LARSEN

Tapping into Our Intuition
ing up flares about trav-
eling during an impend-
ing storm.

That’s a very common
concern and fear associ-
ated with gut feelings
that I hear voiced from
those I have worked with.
Often this anxiety is the
result of a former expe-
rience that may not have
gone well when the de-
cision was made to travel
without listening to that
nagging gut feeling. But
then how would a previ-
ous experience relate to
a current impending
storm and your decision
to make a travel plan.

The answer lies within
the two areas I men-
tioned.

Your physical cues
(where that concern was
living inside your body
at the moment) and your
intellect.

Right there in the mid-
dle lies the answer as to
what you’d be comfort-
able with doing. 

In addition to your in-
tuitive feelings, you can

get more information on
which to base your choic-
es and decisions by doing
more research. Consult
books, the internet, web
sites, current live broad-
casts, comparative
charts, friends, family
etc depending on what
the subject matter is.

Sometimes a solution
may be found in simply
walking away, sleeping
on it, contemplating it
for a few days and asking
yourself if an answer was
required immediately or
could it quite possibly
be ok to wait. 

Giving your gut a
chance to catch up with
your intellect often re-
sults in unexpected in-
sight that helps you dis-
cern the best choice
among all the possibilities
available to you.

Practice these 2 con-
cepts the next time a sit-
uation presents itself.
When there is a congruity
or balance between mind
and intuition, coupled
with a healthy dose of

patience, you will tap
into a greater deeper wis-
dom within yourself. 

Wellness Corner: Fresh
Fruit and root vegetables
are becoming more avail-
able now at our local
farms, markets, grocers.
Fresh apples are abun-
dant and they are a great
resource for our overall
health. Grab a bunch and
enjoy an apple every day.
Prep a few pounds by
canning for winter food
storage when the cold,
damp weather impacts
our arthritis even more
aggressively and we
would benefit from a lo-
cal source of vitamins
and nutrients.

Feel free to contact Pat
Larsen,

Licensed Fitness In-
structor about classes
Mon.& Thurs.@ The
Shamrock House, East
Durham for more info
@ 518-275-8686 text or
call.

Pelarsen5@aol.com or
on FaceBook ” Pat Larsen
“

MCC Offering Virtual 
Narcan Training

Help someone on the Path to Recovery.
Mountain Top Cares Coalition is offering a one-hour, virtual training Thursday, February 9, 2023 at 7:00 PM.
All participants will be given a kit containing the life-saving drug, naloxone (Narcan®).
Sign up or find out more at: https://bit.ly/3XTl0tt

Bennett to Present
Prattsville’s Glory

Feb. 23rd
Thursday - Feb. 23,

6pm – “Prattsville’s Glo-
ry” presented by Carolyn
Bennett for Black History
Month. Bennett's talk in-
troduces 5 Mondore
brothers, residents of
Prattsville, who fought
in the Civil War as vol-
unteers and what hap-
pened to them when they
returned home. She will

also tell us of Leander
Bacon, a brother-in-law
of the Mondores, and Civ-
il War veteran, who is
buried in the family
cemetery near Pratt
Rock. Register to obtain
a link to the program.
Please email mthsdirec-
tor@mths.org or call
518-589-6657 to register.
Thank you.

Hunter, from Page C1
tion of a home . . . that
has as its base or con-
tains a shipping or stor-
age crate or similar con-
tainer constructed of
metal, plastic or other
type of material.” By this
definition, she said “it
could include a large
plastic bin used to store
items in someone’s
home."

Several attendees
agreed. The sentiment of
the majority of attendees
was that the proposed
law is both ambiguous
and confusing, and ulti-
mately the law is not cur-
rently necessary. Many

had questions about the
difference between a
“tiny house” and a “con-
tainer home,” pointing
out that there is already
a type of tiny house in
Hunter - yurts. Some
questioned the difference
between constructing a
modular home, or a mo-
bile home, and the pro-
posed container home.

“Where is the line?”
Hasselbeck asked. “There
are all sorts of buildings
in the town.” 

Papa said, “This Hear-
ing is for safety, not ap-
pearances.” 

Sommers stated, “A

metal framed building
burns very hot.” He ex-
pressed concern for the
safety of Firefighters,
should there be a fire,
and the need to ensure
the materials used are
fireproof. 

He and Papa both
mentioned the issue of
connecting the container
home to the electrical
grid, and a possible need
for “double grounding.”
Papa said, “This is all a
brand new thing and
we’re going to look into
it.”

Resident Michael Os-
terer said he has worked
in construction with all
types of materials, and
does not see a building
with a metal skeleton as
any more dangerous than
other buildings.

Many argued that the
couple should be allowed
to go ahead and build,
and afterward the Village
could create a new law.
Village resident Fran
Clark asked the Board,
“Are you discriminating
against these appli-
cants?” She did not get
a direct response.

Papa ended The Public
Hearing at 8:00, and he
and other Board mem-
bers left the conference
room to meet with Rap-
pleyea. When they re-
turned, Papa told the
crowd that the words
“container home” would
be inserted in 3B. of the
proposed law, to help
clarify its meaning. After
calling for a motion to
adopt the law, a vote was
taken. The law passed. 

Hasselbeck speaking at the meeting.
Mayor Papa listens
durign the meeting.

Papa acknowledged
that Hasselbeck and Lin
have invested “a lot of
money.” He told them “if
you can prove a ‘sub-
stantial right’ [to Rap-
pleyea after the archi-
tectural review] and meet
all criteria, you may be
eligible to go forward.”
The crowd applauded.

After the meeting, Gi-
angrande said, “I consid-
er myself pro-growth,
and a vacant lot doesn’t
contribute to the business
climate or health of the
community.”

Hasselbeck remarked,
“We’re really excited
about having a home

here, but it’s really up-
setting how much flat out
discrimination and short-
sightedness there is, and
unwillingness to be open
to different styles of
homes.” She added,
“We’re two young people
who are just trying to
find a way to be part of
a community within our
means.”

The addition of the two
words into the law could
cause the public hearing
process to start again.
As of press time, whether
that is scheduled has not
been announced by the
village of Hunter govern-
ment.
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LEGISLATURE STUFF

Not Repeating Redundancy 
By Michael Ryan

CATSKILL - Sending a
unified message, the Greene
County Legislature is calling
upon Senator Michelle
Hinchey and Assemblyman
Christopher Tague to light
a perpetual revenue spark
in Albany.

Local lawmakers have
approved a resolution
strongly urging Hinchey
and Tague to cooperatively
initiate legislation related
to mortgage tax.

“The current State legis-
lation allowing Greene
County to impose mortgage
recording tax, in the amount
of 1⁄2 of 1%, and allowing
that additional mortgage
tax to be paid to Greene
County will expire effective
December 1st, 2023,” the
resolution states.

“If this should expire, it
would create a tremendous
burden upon the residents
of Greene County,” the res-
olution states.

“The last time Greene
County received this ex-
tension, the term was in-
creased from [two years to
three years] and Greene
County is respectfully re-
questing a 3-year term for
this extension, ending on
November 30th, 2026,” the
resolution states.

“In the alternative, we
are respectively calling for
a permanent mortgage
recording tax…this would
provide Greene County with
more stability to better an-
ticipate and plan our budg-
ets and projects.

“It would also remove
the possibility of delays in
renewal of the extensions,
cut down on burdensome
paperwork and most im-
portantly give Home Rule
back to our municipality
where it belongs,” the res-
olution states.

Turning their collective
eyes to Albany, county law-
makers say they “find it
necessary to make a re-
quest” to Hinchey, a De-
mocrat, and Tague, a Re-
publican, to turn blind eyes
to political lines.

They want Hinchey and
Tague to follow the local
example by giving mutual
“support and assistance” to
the plan. Hinchey and
Tague have been apprecia-
tive of each other’s efforts
when publicly crossing
paths.

“We have worked togeth-
er on this as we regularly
do, enacting what’s best
for the entire county, not
just our particular districts
or Party,” county legislature
chairman Patrick Linger
said.

Those sentiments were
echoed by county Majority
Leader Matthew Luvera and

Minority Leader Harry
Lennon with the GOP his-
torically holding an edge
and currently enjoying a
12 to 2 upper hand over
Democrats. 

The collection of mort-
gage tax would continue
to fatten the General Fund
for various county purposes,
according to local officials,
asking Hinchey and Tague
to present a bill as soon as
possible.

No less expediency is at-
tached to a resolution ap-
proved by lawmakers
“memorializing State rep-
resentatives to introduce
legislation for an extension
of sales tax.

“Whereas, effective No-
vember 30, 2023, State leg-
islation allowing Greene
County to impose an addi-
tional one percent sales tax
will expire,” the resolution
states.

“Due to the revenue gen-
erated by a four percent
sales tax, which was first
enacted in 1993, Greene
County has been able to
fiscally manage the ever-
increasing mandates and
services required by county
government.

“The loss of the additional
one percent sales tax rev-
enue would result in a de-
crease in the range of ap-
proximately seven to eight
million dollars of anticipated
revenue” to the county, the
resolution states.

“The last time Greene
County received this ex-
tension, the term was in-
creased from a two-year
term to a three-year term
and Greene County is re-
spectfully requesting a
three-year term for this ex-
tension, ending on Novem-
ber 30th, 2026

“In the alternative, we
are respectfully requesting
a permanent sales tax ex-
tension, giving Greene
County permanent authority
to impose a four percent
(4%) sales and compen-
sating use tax,” the resolu-

tion states.
Reiterating the advan-

tages of being able to better
plan the annual budget and
any projects, etc,, local law-
makers requested that
Hinchey and Tague likewise
join hands to sponsor per-
manent 4 percent tax leg-
islation.

Removing the temporary
labels would eliminate the
need for the county to es-
sentially get permission
from the State to conduct
business, a redundant ex-
ercise and touchy subject
for many counties.

In another matter closer
to home, lawmakers au-
thorized a new contract for
janitorial services at five
county buildings with Purely
Clean, LLC, headquartered
in Leeds.

Buildings and Grounds
Superintendent Craig
Seaburg recommended the
company after an immedi-
ate need arose to find a
new sub-contractor for pro-
viding cleaning services,
receiving two quotes.

One quote was roughly
30 percent higher than the
current cost with Purely
Clean coming in lower and
given a trial period during
which they have shown
themselves to be skillful
and proficient in their work,
Seaburg states.

The one-year contract
startup date is January 1,
2023, with crews going
once a week for $375 per
month to four different sites
including:

240 West Main Street in
Catskill (highway depart-
ment), 90 Allen Street in
Catskill (buildings and
grounds), 465 Main Street
in Catskill (records man-
agement office) and 39 Sec-
ond Street in Athens
(Greene County nutrition
program).

The fifth site is 45 Haverly
Memorial Drive in Coxsack-
ie (Greene County Sheriff’s
Office), three times per
week for $2,200 per month.

BETTER THAN HEARSAY

Deepening Waters
By Michael Ryan

WINDHAM - Dissimilar
conclusions have been
reached about the same
occurrences in the legal
case brought against the
town of Windham by lo-
cal business owner Nick
Bove.

Bove, in October, 2022,
filed a complaint in
Greene County Supreme
Court surrounding a wa-
ter district discrepancy
that surfaced, last sum-
mer.

Bove, in his grievance,
also named the Windham
town board, the Wind-
ham water district and
Thomas Hoyt in his dual
roles as town supervisor
and water district presi-
dent.

Town officials, at that
time, had no comment
on the matter, turning
over the documents to
their insurers who have
brought in Nicolas A. Pas-
cale from the Hudson
Valley firm Drake Loeb
PLLC.

Pascale, on January 12,
responded to allegations
offered by Bove and his
attorney, Cassandra Gipe,
that, “the town of Wind-
ham has, without any ba-
sis in fact and in violation
of [Bove’s] due process
rights, imposed a crimi-
nal fine on [Bove] for al-
legedly stealing water
from the town.”

Gipe alleges the town,
“did this without regard
to the true facts of the
matter and without pro-
viding [Bove] any oppor-
tunity to defend himself.

Bove “did not violate
Section No. 4 of Local
Law #3 of 2007 entitled
"Windham Water District
#1 Rules and Regulations
Local Law.

Bove is “not guilty of
Criminal Tampering as
defined in the NYS Penal
Law § 145.15, which the
Town Board has found
him guilty of without due
process of law,” Gipe stat-
ed.

“The Town has acted
illegally and unconstitu-
tionally, and its actions
must be overturned by
this Court,” including the
assessing of a $200 fine
and additional penalties,
Bove and his attorney
state.

Pascale conversely
claims Bove, “admits to
the unmetered use of
Town water from about
September 2021 through
at least…October 20,
2022” when Bove’s com-
plaint was submitted.

Bove “does not allege
an application was made,
nor approval or permit
was obtained, nor that
notice was given to the
Town Water Board before
tying into the water sys-
tem as required by the
Local Law,” Pascale
claims.

Pascale further claims
that Bove, “agrees to pay
the penalty rate for the

over one (1) year of un-
metered water use, and
blames this circumstance
on a plumber [Bove]
hired to perform this
work.”

Bove’s attorney states
her client, “did not tap
in the Town Water with-
out the Town and/or the
Water Superintendent’s
authorization.

Gipe states, “in Sep-
tember of 2021, [Bove]
hired plumber Rob
Drum…to 

decommission a well
on the properties and to
hook into the town.”

Bove has been accused
by the town of illegally
hooking into the munici-
pal water system at two
locations; a cafe business
along Route 296 and a
rental property along
Route 23, a half-mile or
so apart.

Town officials say they
were made aware of the
hookups only after a rou-
tine inspection of the cafe
by the State Department
of Health, subsequently
notifying Bove of alleged
violations and fines.

Bove’s attorney states
that, “upon information
and belief, [town] Water
Superintendent Kyle
Schwarz was aware of,
and had approved the
hook-up [at the cafe],
and had previously been
on the property with the
plumber to review and
approve the use of exist-
ing piping materials.

“Upon information and
belief, the plumber fol-
lowed proper own pro-
cedure when tapping into
the Town Water,” Gipe
states.

“The town provided
[Bove] with two (2) water
meters which he picked
up himself from the Town
on two separate occa-
sions which further re-
flects that the Town was
aware of and authorized
the water hookups,” Gipe
states.

Pascale conversely
claims,“there is no indi-
cation that the Water
Board was ever notified
by [Bove] of the two con-
nections made by
[Bove].”

Bove’s “claims that the
Water Board should have
known because meters
had been distributed to
him or because his
plumber had phone calls
with Mr. Schwarz are of
no effect since the law is
very clear that notice is
required to the Water
Board,” Pascale claims.

Schwarz, in an affidavit
says that, “on or about
June 8, 2022, the Town
received an e-mail from
State Health Department
Sanitarian Victor C. Del-
Regno, Ir. asking the
Town to confirm the Café
premises…was served by
municipal water.

“The Town then in-
quired with [Bove] who
confirmed that indeed
the Café premises, as well
as the residential prem-
ises…had been served
by Town water since con-
nection was made in or
about September of
2021. 

“However, neither I,
nor to my knowledge
[water district clerk]
Bette Rhodes, nor the
Water Board had first
been notified by [Bove],
nor had [Bove] applied
to the Water Board, nor
had the Water Board ap-
proved an application pri-
or to the connections be-
ing made,” Schwarz says.

“Also, it was deter-
mined that neither con-
nection was metered. I
am advised that [Bove]

claims he did not violate
the Local Law on the
grounds that his plumber
had spoken previously
with me about connecting
to the Town water sys-
tem, and because he had
been provided by the
Town with meters for the
two properties,” Schwarz
says.

“To my understanding
the Town Water Depart-
ment will distribute me-
ters in advance of work
commencing, but this dis-
tribution does not relieve
users such as [Bove]
from notifying the Board
and receiving Board ap-
proval prior to making
new connections to the
Town's water mains.

“I understand [Bove]
was advised he had to
come back to the Town
when he was provided
with a meter before con-
necting to the Town's wa-
ter system. [Bove] did
not do so,” Schwarz says. 

“Likewise, his plumber
did not notify me before
any connection was made
and activated…neither
[Bove] nor his Plumber,
provided notice before
making the connection
to either property.

“If not for State Sani-
tarian Del Regno bringing
the issue to the attention
of the Town, the Town
would, to this date, re-
main unaware either of
these connections were
made,” Schwarz says.

Bove’s complaint is not
limited to a question of
water usage. His court
papers further state that
he, “seeks a judgment…
declaring a local law of
the Town illegal, as both
ultra vires and unconsti-
tutional,” referring to the
town’s water district rules
enacted in 2007. 

Bove, “seeks a judg-
ment…vacating and set-
ting aside the town's de-
cision to impose penalties
upon [Bove], as the im-
position of the penalties
is a direct violation of
his procedural due
process rights afforded
to him under the U.S.
Constitution and the New
York State Constitution.”

Imposition of the
penalties was, “therefore,
in violation of lawful pro-
cedure, was affected by
an error of law, was ar-
bitrary and capricious
and was otherwise an
abuse of discretion,”
Bove’s court papers al-
lege.

Pascale, in his response
claims, “the Town is au-
thorized to enact local
legislation pertaining to
local municipal water sys-
tems and such legislation
may provide for the as-
sessment of fines, penal-
ties or charges in conse-
quence of the violation
of that local legislation.

“The Town clearly has
jurisdiction to regulate
public water facilities, so
the claim that the local
law at issue is "ultra vires"
or "unconstitutional"
lacks facial merit,” Pas-
cale claims.

Pascale has asked the
court to dismiss Bove’s
complaint, upholding the
town’s fees and penalties.
Both sides have request-
ed payback for any con-
nected court costs.

Bove and his attorney
have until February 3 to
explain to the court why
their complaint should
not be dismissed which
they will likely do. 

The court must then
make a decision to dis-
miss the complaint or
move forward to a trial,
a process that could take
many months or longer.

TSN DOCUMENT 
SERVICES CORP. 
Local Grand 

Gorge office looking 
for seasoned office 
assistant versed in 
Micro soft office 
suite and customer 
service.  Detailed 
oriented & enjoys a 
professional pro-
gressive working en-
vironment.  Wish list 
includes 2nd lan-
guage and Notary li-
cense.  Website: 
t i t l e s e r v i c e . u s 
$18/hr. part-time.  
 

Call Janet  
607-588-4700  
noon-4:30pm 

Greene County Legislature, led by legislature
chairman Patrick Linger (center), Majority
Leader Matthew Luvera (left) and Minority

Leader Harry Lennon, is calling upon Albany
lawmakers Michelle Hinchey and Chris Tague to

join hands on behalf of all county residents.
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(MORE) LOCAL HISTORY BY DEDE TERNS-THORPE

Jim West, Part II
Last week’s story of

the Mountain Top resi-
dent Jim West said they
had just arrived in
Liberia, where they
would live for the next
few years.  Jim and his
bride of sixty-two years,
Shirley Brooks West, had
just arrived in Monrovia,
Liberia. Firestone had
hired Jim as a superin-
tendent, and he had just
received a plant tour. 

Jim said they spent the
night in a Firestone guest
house, then flew to Cape
Palmas, where they were
taken to their new home.
It was a pleasant two-
bedroom bungalow built
on piers with a ground-
level room for servants.
We hired a cook and a
steward to serve meals
and do housework (paid
respectively 50 and 40
cents a day [about $4 or
$5 today]). The depart-
ing superintendent gave
me a quick orientation
of the place. I had about
150 workers – overseers,
headmen, tappers, main-
tenance workers, and
clerks. The rubber trees
were tapped, and the la-
tex was collected daily
for shipment to the fac-
tory.

I worked for Firestone
for two two-year con-
tracts with a three-month
paid vacation back home
between contracts. Our
three children, Barbara,
Sandi, and Bill were born
in the Firestone hospital
on the plantation. Fire-
stone provided elemen-
tary school, but older
children were either sent
to boarding school, or
the wife and kids spent
the school year at home.
We didn’t want to sepa-
rate the family and de-
cided it was time to re-
turn to the states. 

We returned to East
Jewett, I soon worked
on a survey crew with
the State Conservation
Department, and we rent-
ed a small house in the
Cabbage Patch in Haines
Falls. I eventually ob-
tained a land surveyors
license and promotions,
and after a couple of
moves, we bought our
first house on Spring St.
in Tannersville. We
bought it from Ed and
Margaret Dolan. We later
purchased a new home
on Clum Hill Road next
to Don and Joan Yager. I
joined the fire depart-
ment, rescue squad,

American Legion, and Li-
ons Club. I served several
years on the school
board. 

After attending several
real estate courses, I
worked out of the Albany
office appraising land be-
ing acquired by the De-
partment. I spent much
time traveling, and
Shirley was left with the
kids and the house while
also working as a book-
keeper. The commute to
Albany was becoming too
much, and after our
youngest (Bill) graduat-
ed, we sold the house
and moved to Westerlo,
closer but still in the hills.
I joined the Kiwanis Club
and the American Legion;
we bowled in the Legion
league, and Shirley joined
a women’s golf league.
She often played with
friends. I tried, but I was
not a golfer. I eventually
became Bureau Superin-
tendent at Environmental
Conservation and finally
retired in 1994. (After
thirty-four years).

We purchased a 5th-
wheel RV and truck in
1990 and made camping
trips with it whenever
possible. After retire-
ment, we sold the house,
put some things in stor-

age, and with a new RV,
began life as full-time
RV’ers. We eventually
visited all 49 of the con-
tinental states (with two
memorable trips to Alas-
ka) and all the provinces
of Canada (except
Nunavut, which you can’t
drive to). When it be-
came time to have a
home base again, we
bought a house in South
Cairo, where we live to-
day. We continued our
RV travels until a few
years ago when we sold
our last camper.”

I can’t thank Mary
McGinnis and Jim West
enough for sharing a bit
of their history. As Justine
Hommel always said, “It’s
people that make histo-
ry.” How right she was. 

Again. If anyone would
care to share their his-
tory, please call 518-589-
4130, text 518-291-
3540, or email hunter-
historian@ gmail.com.
People often feel like
their story isn’t valuable
enough, but it is. As Jus-
tine Hommel always said,
“It’s people that make
history.” 

Thanks for reading.
Stay safe, and have a
good week. 

Free Mental Health First
Aid Training for 
Ag Community

Did you know that farm-
ers are more likely than the
general population to die
by suicide?

NY FarmNet and New
York Center for Agricultural
Medicine and Health are
pleased to offer a free Mental
Health First Aid (MHFA)
course on January 31st from
8am – 5pm. The training
will be held at Clarks Sports
Center, 124 County Road
52, Cooperstown, NY
13326. Farmers, agribusi-
ness workers, and anyone
who interacts with the agri-
cultural community in New
York State is encouraged to
attend this free training.
Lunch will be provided from
a local eatery, with a one-
hour break.

Mental Health First Aid
teaches you how to identify,
understand, and respond to
signs of mental health and
substance use challenges
among adults. You’ll build
skills and confidence you
need to reach out and pro-
vide initial support to those
who are struggling. You’ll
also learn how to help con-
nect them to appropriate
support.

After the course, you will
be able to:

• Recognize common
signs and symptoms of men-
tal health and substance use
challenges.

• Understand how to in-
teract with a person in crisis
and connect them with help.

• Use self-care tools and
techniques

The instructors for this
course are Kevin Luschen
and Anna Meyerhoff of New
York Center for Agricultural
Medicine and Health. Please
note that the adult MHFA
content is not ag specific,
although the instructors are. 

This free training is made
possible by funding from
the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Na-
tional Institute of Food &
Agriculture. They have in-
vested nearly $25 million in
addressing farmer behavioral
health on a state-by-state
basis as part of the Farm
and Stress Assistance Net-
work (FRSAN) through state
Departments of Agriculture. 

Scan the QR code below,
or go to
www.nyfarmnet.org/trainings
to register by January 23rd.
Contact NY FarmNet at 1-
800-547-3276 with any
questions. Registration dead-
line will be extended if the
class does not fill. Please
register for lunch count to
be accurate. 

This work is supported
by 7 U.S.C. 5936, Section
7522 of FCEA of 2008,
Farm and Ranch Stress As-
sistance Network (FRSAN),
Grant No. 2021-70035-
35550, from the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, Na-
tional Institute of Food and
Agriculture.

Windham Preps for 2023
By Michael Ryan

WINDHAM - The fate
of a famously four-legged
slowpoke is uncertain af-
ter officials in Windham
recently reorganized
themselves.

Doing what has to be
done every year at this
time, town council mem-
bers made the various
appointments and desig-
nations necessary to keep
the gears of local gov-
ernment un-glitched.

There were few if any
changes from 2022 which
is considered a good sign,
indicating everyone is
performing their duty du-
tifully.

While every person is
vital and each department
is important, one of the
highlights of the meeting
is a perusal of the annual
dog control officer’s re-
port (which comes later
in this story).

That report is tradi-
tionally packed with tales
of lost and found dogs
who can frequently turn
out to be one and the
same, depending upon
which human being no-
tifies the dog control of-
fice first.

In no particular order,
reorganization selections

and choices were as fol-
lows:

—Reappointment of
part time police officers,
Tor Tryland (chief of po-
lice), Greg Paspalis,
James Scarey III, William
Scarey, David Sherman,

Sergeant David Sher-
man Jr., Peter Varelas,
Cody Rogers, Charles
Rion, Thomas Parquez,
Marino Romito, Greg
Thorp and Donald
Schoenborn.

—Police Chaplins (Fa-
ther Jay Atherton from
St. Theresa’s Church, Pas-
tor Cliff Cool from Hope
Restoration Church and
Pastor Ryan Dempsey
from Mitchell Hollow Mis-
sion Church).

—Liaison with police
department and town
court (councilman
Stephen Walker), Town
Health Officer (Dr. Niko-
lay Samedov), Medical
Director (Doctor Craig
Stanger);

—Town Historian (Pa-
tricia Morrow), Town At-
torney (Tal Rappleyea),
deputy town supervisor
(councilman Wayne Van
Valin), Working Foreman
for the highway depart-
ment (Troy Aplin, on the
recommendation of high-

way superintendent Gary
Thorington);

—Representative to the
Greene County Planning
Board (Windham Plan-
ning Board chairman
Thomas Poelker), Official
Town Newspaper (Moun-
tain Eagle);

—Official Town Banks
(Key Bank Windham,
NBT Bank (for Escrow
Accounts), Greene Coun-
ty Commercial Bank, Na-
tional Bank of Coxsackie
and the Bank of Greene
County). 

—Code Enforcement
Officer (Dominick Caro-
preso), Registrar of Vital
Statistics (town clerk
Bonnie Poehmel), Water
Superintendent (Kyle
Schwarz), Centre Prop-
erty Contact for
Entry/Key Holder (Carol
Spear);

—Person in Charge of
Fixed Assets (Bette
Rhoades and town su-
pervisor Thomas Hoyt),
Ambulance Operations
Liaison and Greene Coun-
ty EMS Representative
(councilman Ian Peters);

—Planning Board Li-
aison (councilman Pe-
ters), Windham Chamber
of Commerce Liaison
(councilman Kurt

Goettsche), Fire Com-
missioners Liaison (coun-
cilman Goettsche);

—Social Service Of-
fice/Bookkeeper to the
Newton Fund (Bette
Rhoades), Youth Officer
(councilman Van Valin);

—Town Officer in
Charge of Parks (super-
visor Hoyt), Town Officer
in Charge of Cemeteries
(councilman Van Valin),

—Sewer District
Grease Trap Inspector
(Josh Vital) and Dog Con-
trol Officer (Bruce Feml),
which segues to his yearly
report containing the fol-
lowing snippets:

On March 24, someone
called to register a com-
plaint against a dog bark-
ing incessantly when the
dog is outside.

The caller was advised
there is no dog barking
ordinance in the town of
Windham (not the first
time that has happened).
The caller said he would
check with the police to
perhaps register a Dis-
turbing the Peace com-
plaint.

On the last day in June,
Feml received a phone
call from a local home-
owner who wanted a rat-
tlesnake removed from

his property.
The caller was given

the phone number for
the area EnCon officer,
with Feml telling the
caller, “I do not pick up
snakes” (although Feml
did not specify whether
he meant ever or just
professionally).

An entry in Feml’s re-
port on July 7 states that
a stray dog picked up in
late June in Windham
was given up for adoption
since no one had called
to claim the pooch. But
the story does not end
there.

Feml noted that no
Missing Dog Reports
matching the pup had
been filed and no one re-
sponded to repeated ad-
vertising on local radio
that the stray had been
picked up.

Then on July 22, a lost
dog report was taken
from a woman who said
she was calling for a
friend, telling Feml her
friend had lost his dog
on June 30 when it took
off chasing a deer and
hadn’t been seen since.

The friend was visiting
from Texas and working
in the area and did not
know who to contact, the

woman caller said.
Feml advised the caller

that a dog matching the
description was picked
up by Windham police
in late June, held by Feml
for 10 days and then
adopted out as per NY
State Agricultural & Mar-
kets law.

But the story did not
end there either. On July
29, the original owner
called, stating he lost the
dog a month ago and did
not understand how Feml
could have given the dog
away. The man was ad-
vised the dog had no
identification and was
treated as a stray per Ag
& Markets laws.

On October 29, a
woman called from a lo-
cal hotel to advise there
was a cat up a tree by
their establishment. Feml
advised the woman he
did not take care of cats,
suggesting she contact
Leon Taufield or Tom
Hitchcock, two local men
who have ladder trucks.

And on September 21,
a woman called to report
a turtle in the road by
her house. Feml advised
her to just leave it alone,
letting Mother Nature
take her course.

MESSAGE OF HOPE BY SISTER CHIRYA

Let Your Love Light Shine
Seeing how much the

world has changed in the
past 100 years, feelings
of helplessness and anx-
iety are rising. World-
wide, souls are experi-
encing sorrow and peace-
lessness. People need to
know how to connect and
create some positive ac-
tion with their inner val-
ues.  However, power is
always available as within
the soul is a spiritual cen-
ter of pure radiant spiri-
tual light. This is what
we are. When our third
eye opens, our internal
spiritual light turns on.
We become aware of our
true identity. and stop

stumbling, as the dark-
ness has disappeared.

Take time to empower
yourself today. Sit quietly
and listen within. The
light and love of the Spir-
itual Sun, God, the
Source, invisible to our
physical eyes, is only one
second away, a thought
away.  When we quieten
and focus our mind, we
remember our true form
is of spiritual light: ‘I am
incorporeal – without a
body—and  my spiritual
Father, is incorporeal.   It
is when I, the soul, am
bodiless, detached from
the body, that I experi-
ence being loved by

God.’ God is Light and I
am light.  Becoming
merged in God’s light I,
the soul receives limitless
love and power.  Connect
your mind to God’s mind
and allow yourself to
recharge and renew. With
true love for the one Fa-
ther, we receive pure love,
infinite peace and hap-
piness.   

"Only a powerful soul
can offer love. Only a
powerful soul can afford
to be humble. If we are
weak, we become selfish.
If we are empty, we take;
but if we are filled, we
automatically give to all.
That is our nature." - Dadi

Prakashmani.  
Meditation connects

and fills us with this
source of power – that is
why meditation is the way
to access the real vita-
mins and the minerals
the spirit craves, the vi-
tamin of pure love and
the minerals of truth and
wisdom. With meditation
and regular spiritual stud-
ies, we increase the pow-
er to accept and love our-
selves. With God’s love
we realize we do not need
to borrow strength or
identity from anyone or
anything else.  We build
our self esteem on our
core values, not on

achievements or people’s
acceptance.  Our anchor
for life is internal. With
this insight nothing can
diminish our sense of
worth. 

Be a good mother to
your mind, teach it good,
positive thoughts so that
when you tell it to sit
quietly, it will. Learn to
talk to your mind as if it
were a child, with love.
If you just force a child
to sit down, he won’t. A
good mother knows how
to prompt her child into
doing what she wants.
Once the heart under-
stands the mind opens
and love flows.  

Love is contagious.
When we teach and share
love, it multiplies and
comes back.  By being
connected to God’s love,
we will have equal love
for all human beings, not
love only for some or
love only sometimes. Af-
ter all, we all have the
same loving spiritual Par-
ent!

Contact: Yvonne
Chirya Risely
bkchirya@gmail.com
chirya.risely@peacevil-
lageretreat.org

PV Bookshop link:
https://www.peacevil-
l agere t rea t .o rg /a l l -
books.html 
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I have been coughing for
five weeks, and no matter
what I take to help quell the
hacking, I’m still coughing.
This is the story most people
who live in upstate New
York are telling.  If they
aren’t coughing, they are
vomiting or have severe si-
nus infections or UTI’s.  This
is an ordinary January for
me; it is the unhealthiest
month of the year for me.  I
have always chalked it up
to the busy days that sur-
round the holidays, and the
lack of sleep that go hand
in hand with this time of
year.

Sadly, however, it is not
just me this year, who is
struggling with January mad-
ness; most of the people I
know are suffering, “health-
wise,” through January.  Kids
are dropping and drooping
from RSV, influenza, Cox-
sackie virus, stomach bugs,
severe ear infections and
Covid.  As parents, who are
trying to  keep-up with the
doses of “pink medicine”
(Amoxicillin) in the refrig-
erator, and cough medica-
tions, inhalers, and out of
stock Tylenol, I found my
own grown children coming
to me to ask for some old-
fashioned remedies.  I
laughed, because most of
the time, my old-fashioned
ways are pushed aside for
more new age ideas.  My
heart went out to them and
to their children, however,
so I began to list some things
they could try to do to relieve
the limpness and suffering
of their children.  

First and foremost, I re-
minded them, it is Winter,
so hats SHOULD BE
WORN!  Little ears need to
be covered and most of the
body’s heat escapes through
one’s head.  I also have
begged for years for children
to wear their coats in the
car, even though car-seat
companies swear that seat-
belts in car-seats cannot be
made tight enough, with a
winter coat on.  I must re-
member, however, that I did-
n’t grow up with car-seats.
and for that matter, not even
seat belts, so this isn’t really
an old-fashioned idea.  I

mentioned Vicks, for back
and chest rub, and of course,
under the nose, and, also
added that my grandfather
used to swallow Vicks every
night of his life.  Additionally,
I recommended tepid baths,
moist-air vaporizers, warm
Wesson oil drops in the ears,
followed by puffs of smoke,
covered with cotton, for ear-
aches, cool wash cloths on
head, under arms and on
feet to bring down fevers,
wintergreen lifesavers for
coughing, along with peanut
butter, on a spoon, for asth-
matic coughs. Ginger-ale
and hot tea with honey, along
with chicken broth and pop-
sickles were my suggestions
for food and drink. Cox-
sackie virus needed a pair
of soft gloves on small hands
to avoid torn sores from
scratching.  Most impor-
tantly, however, was the need
for sleep in a quiet place,
free of video games, televi-
sion etc. For headaches, if
no Tylenol was available, I
suggested ice packs and
teabags on eyelids. 

As most people reading
this, are probably either
shaking their heads in agree-
ment, with the aforemen-
tioned, or laughing hysteri-
cally at these old-time reme-
dies, the one thing we can
all agree on is kids are sicker
than usual and so are adults.

The reasons for this un-
usually sick January are two-
fold.  The first reason has
to do with sending children
to school who are sick.
When both parents work, it
is difficult to get time off to
care for a sick child, so off
he/she goes, with fever intact,
to spread his/her germs to
other children.  When I was
teaching, I never was more
irritated than when a class-
room full of kids were cough-
ing and blowing their noses.
The classroom epidemic
usually started with one ill
child, and, within 10 days,
all were in concert with each
other, teacher included.
Used Kleenex lined the class-
room garbage can all day
long, just waiting to spread
its deposits, with all who
dared to enter Rm. 158.  As
I taught high school students,

THE TAPESTRY BY DR. DEBORAH HERODES

Temperature’s Risin’
January’s Thermometer

I was pretty much protected
from the projectile vomiter,
of the elementary school,
who left his/her impression
on his/her desk or squarely
in the hallway, on the way
to the bathroom.  Teachers
need to learn to control that
gag reflex, and somehow,
they do, but little ones have
no idea how to rid them-
selves of that pukey feeling. 

The second reason for all
this non-stop sickness sur-
rounds Covid and all the
ramifications of masking,
disbelief and believing that
the entire safety issue is
over. The wearing of masks
protected children from
Covid, until vaccinations
came along to boost their
immune systems.  Those
who were not immunized
were also protected from
all kinds of viruses, due to
the masks.  When the masks
came off, however, and a
year and a half of immune
systems sitting by silently,
waiting to be used, were
forced to kick back in, be-
cause viruses were free to
enter through the mouth
and nose, they were not
prepared.  There is good
news however, for those
with little ones.  Each illness
your “not yet school age”
child endures means a
stronger immune system,
once they enter school.  Be-
lieve it or not, the longer I
taught, the less I got sick,
because my body got so
used to these attack germs
that eventually it just warded
them off.

Take heart parents and
other adults who are strug-
gling through these cold
months, your immune sys-
tems are also getting
stronger, and despite your
lack of sleep dealing with
your little ones, you will get
through this, and the Spring
and Summer will bring us
some natural vitamins.  In
addition, it still is smart to
wear your masks if you are
ill or are going to an event
full of people.  It is now
considered the norm, so
keep one in your pocket.
By the way, vaccinations are
still available, if you are so
inclined.

THE CATSKILLS GEOLOGISTS BY ROBERT AND JOHANNA TITUS

Floodplain Streams
Recently, we began a se-

ries of columns classifying
river types. We are following
a classification scheme de-
veloped by Professor
William Morris Davis, a late
19th Century Harvard ge-
ographer. We described his
first type, the mountain or,
as he called them, the youth-
ful streams. Such streams
were usually found descend-
ing the steep slopes of

mountains. Their valley walls
were steep sloped, they were
fast flowing and erosive. But
as time passed such streams
eroded their landscapes;
they widened their valleys
and lowered their slopes.
The mountains, in between
those streams, were also
eroding away. The landscape
was changing; it was flat-
tening out in a fashion that
we call maturing. That led

to a gradual transformation
into William Morris Davis’s
second category: the mature
stream. In the mind of Davis
streams grew up much like
people do. They did have a
youth, a maturity and an
old age. Like people, streams
aged and passed from youth
to maturity to old age.

The two key features of
mature streams, and the
ones we want you to watch

for are the floodplains and
stream meanders. You prob-
ably already know what a
floodplain is. That’s the flat
valley floor that many
streams flow across. Me-
anders are back and forth
bends in a stream as it flows
across its floodplain. Take
a look at our illustration.
It’s a painting by one of our
favorite Hudson River
School artists, Sanford
Robinson Gifford. Right in
the middle you will see both
features. That stream is me-
andering across a floodplain.
It is a classic floodplain
river. But here is the prob-
lem. If you will get last
week’s column out (you
save these, right?) you will
see that this is Kaaterskill
Creek. We argued last time
that Kaaterskill Creek was
a classic mountain stream,
So, which is it? Is this a
mountain stream, or a ma-
ture floodplain stream? Well,
if you look at last week’s
photo you will see no such

floodplain and no meanders;
it is a mountain stream; at
least it was last week!

Well, that means that Gif-
ford cheated! He did a good
job of painting the stream
as it is, except that he added
meanders that don’t exist.
(There is no waterfall at
this vantage point either,
but that is another story).
Gifford painted this in the
1860’s, about 30 years
ahead of Davis’s work. The
Davis theory of stream ero-
sion did not yet exist. So,
Gifford can (sort of) be for-

given. He was not likely to
be well versed in stream
theory that did not yet ex-
ist.

We haven’t yet found a
proper floodplain stream
anywhere in the Catskills,
so it is odd that it is only in
art that they exist. Well, we
do the best that we can.

Contact the authors at
randjtitus@prodigy.net. Join
their facebook page “The
Catskill Geologist.” Read
their blogs at “thecatskill-
geologist.com”.

ONC BOCES Service Supports
Local School Staffing

ONC BOCES Regional
Certification service provides
guidance for obtaining New
York State Education De-
partment certification to
school district employees
and individuals residing
and/or employed within the
ONC BOCES region. This
service covers several areas
of licensure including teach-
ing, teaching assistants, pupil
personnel and coaching. Re-
gional Certification Officer,
Tammy Pochily, lends her
expertise to participating
school districts by providing
guidance, navigating uncer-
tified professionals through
the certification process, re-
viewing districts’ certified
personnel to ensure valid
and up-to-date certification,
providing training to district
personnel and more. This
important work helps ensure
that our students engage
with qualified educators. The
Regional Certification service
is provided to the ONC BO-

CES’ nineteen component
school districts in Delaware,
Otsego, Schoharie and

Greene Counties. In addi-
tion, sixteen local non-com-
ponent districts participate.

Bushel Presents “WindShipped” with Q&A 
DELHI —On Thursday,

January 26, 7 pm, Bushel
will present a film screening
of WindShipped, a 2022
documentary about the
Hudson River Sail Freight
Schooner Apollonia, the only
sail cargo venture currently
operating in North America.
The film’s director Jon Bow-
ermaster and schooner cap-
tain Sam Merrett and crew
members will be present
for a Q&A. The event will
conclude with a tasting
event. Bushel is located at
106 Main Street, Delhi.
Doors open at 6:30; screen-
ing at 7 pm. There is seating
for 30; mask optional. This

event is free and open to
the public; donations are
welcome to support the film
project and to cover event
costs. 

WindShipped tells the sto-
ry of a New York sailing
crew, led by Captain Sam
Merrett, set on restoring
the Apollonia, a 1940s 64-
foot, steel-hulled sailboat to
return to its original purpose
of carrying and delivering
cargo by sail. Today the
Apollonia is trawling ports
from Hudson to Kingston,
Beacon to Poughkeepsie,
and down to Brooklyn and
Manhattan, bringing goods
up and down the Hudson,

all on sail power and veg-
etable oil. 

Jon Bowermaster has writ-
ten eleven books and pro-
duced/directed more than
thirty documentary films.
His feature documentaries
include ‘Dear President Oba-
ma,’ ‘Antarctica, on the
Edge,’ ‘After the Spill,’ and
‘Ghost Fleet.’ He is a long-
time contributor to maga-
zines ranging from the New
York Times Magazine and
the Atlantic to Outside and
Rolling Stone.

Sam Merrett (UCSG Cap-
tain), Hudson Valley, is the
visionary captain of the
schooner Apollonia.

By Mary Crisafulli
DELHI - After several

discussions and com-
ments against New York
State Department of
Health's (DOH) draft re-
visions to the Filtration
Avoidance Determination
(FAD) in June 2022,
Delaware County super-
visors submitted a reso-
lution supporting the sec-
ond set of revisions at a
meeting on Jan. 25.

The FAD is a license
awarded to the New York
City Department of En-
vironmental Protection
(DEP) by DOH, permit-
ting its operation within
the Delaware and Catskill
watershed towns. Under
such a license, DEP runs
several programs, includ-

ing land and streamside
acquisition. Strongly
voiced concern by wa-
tershed communities, ul-
timately leading to new
revisions, grew when FAD
proposed to expand ac-
quisition programs and
leave easements un-
changed. Watershed
stakeholders were united
in that acquisition pro-
grams, as is, were detri-
mental to the growth and
vitality of their commu-
nities. 

The critical change,
said Andes Supervisor
Wayland Gladstone, is
that now DEP will be re-
quired to review and re-
assess acquisition pro-
grams before expanding
them. The resolution

states supervisors support
the reorganization of such
programs and exploration
of a program modeled
after CREP (Conservation
Reserve Enhancement
Program), explained
Gladstone. CREP, admin-
istered by Delaware
County Soil and Water
Conservation District,
preserves land by paying
landowners a rental fee
to place an environmental
easement on the property,
which prevents building.
This program has con-
tinued stewardship which
is needed to support the
community and preserve
land successfully, he con-
tinued. 

Franklin Supervisor Jef-
fery Taggart said a CREP-

like program keeps the
community and the
landowner involved in
what's happening with
the land, which is critical. 

The conservation ease-
ments attached to DEP's
acquisition programs are
of primary concern and
should be addressed, said
Roxbury Supervisor Allen
Hinkley. Such easements
prevent economic devel-
opment as they prohibit
utility construction, he
explained.

Walton Supervisor Joe
Cetta asked if a reduction
in the amount of acreage
DEP is permitted to ac-
quire through acquisition
was reduced as requested
by watershed stakehold-
ers. Land acquisition

acres permitted for so-
licitation in 2024 were
reduced to 200,000 from
300,000.

Supervisors unani-
mously voted in favor of
the resolution thanking
DOH representatives for
considering their com-
ments. Harpersfield Su-
pervisor James Eisel and
Deposit Supervisor
Thomas Axtell were ab-
sent.

In other business:
Supervisors amended

the budget to accept
$72,125.50 through the
New York State Health
Care and Mental Hygiene
Worker Bonus program
distributed through New
York State Department of
Health (DOH). DOH al-

located the funding to
support the recruitment
and retention of direct
care healthcare and men-
tal hygiene workers. Su-
pervisors accepted
$8,612 for the Sheriff's
department, $20,991.75
for public health services,
$27,450.75 for the be-
havioral health depart-
ment, and $15,071 for
the office of the aging.
Bonuses are to be dis-
tributed within 30 days
of receipt by the county.

Supervisors designated
$13,178 for the recently
established Delaware
County Lifeguard Certi-
fication Program admin-
istered through the youth
bureau. Funds are set to

DelCo Supervisors Support Revised Filtration Avoidance Determination
Public Hearing Set Feb. 22

Continued on Page D3
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HELP WANTED
Help Wanted

Margaretville Senior Dining Cen-
ter Driver
Valid NYS driver’s license, clean
driving record. Ability to relate
well to senior citizens and to help
shut ins stay independent. 15
hours per week, Monday through
Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
$14.40 per hour. Annual, Sick,
and Paid Holidays. . Sign on
bonus of $250.00 after a month
of employment. Applications ac-
cepted until filled at Delaware Op-
portunities Inc., 35430 State
Highway 10, Hamden, NY 13782,
or Margaretville at the Senior Din-
ing Center. Or
RAngerer@delop.org Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity MF/ F/ Dis-
ability/ Protected Veteran Status  

Help Wanted
Gerster Trucking Now Hiring For:
Class A CDL Drivers

Local - Tank Endorsement Re-
quired. Milk Pick Up Routes
Competitive Salary, Health Insur-
ance.

Help Wanted
The Town of Bovina Highway

Department is looking for 
a full time heavy equipment op-

erator.  The applicant must 
be capable of operating highway

equipment, have some 
mechanical skills, have a CDL
class B license or the ability 
to get one and pass a drug

screening.  Benefits are available 
after a probation period.  Con-
tact Highway Superintendent
Edward Weber, at 607-832-

4220 or email at 
bovinahighway@hotmail.com 

Edward Weber
Bovina Highway Superintendent

Help Wanted
DISABLED VETERAN looking

for an aid in the Stamford area.

Flexible hours and flexible days
to do housekeeping and some
meals. 917-670-1647.

Help Wanted
ARKVILLE  - Summer helper,

part time, weekends. Some heavy
lifting and porting. Now through
October. Call David (607) 326-
6829.

Help Wanted
The Town of Middleburgh High-

way Department has an open po-
sition for a Full time Laborer. A
CDL license is preferred but not
required to apply. Please stop at
the Town Clerks office, email the
clerk at tnmidd@gmail.com or
call 518-827-5100 for an appli-
cation.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Town of Bovina Highway

Department is looking for 
a full time heavy equipment op-

erator.  The applicant must 

be capable of operating highway
equipment, have some 

mechanical skills, have a CDL
class B license or the ability 
to get one and pass a drug

screening.  Benefits are available 
after a probation period.  Con-
tact Highway Superintendent
Edward Weber, at 607-832-

4220 or email at 
bovinahighway@hotmail.com 

Edward Weber
Bovina Highway Superintendent

Help Wanted
Computer Technician needed

for local Computer Store, Experi-
ence is a Plus. System Builds, Sys-
tem repairs, Virus and Spyware
removal, Networking, Security
Camera Installs.   Salary Com-
mensurate Experience.  Call
Michael 518-231-0622 to schedule
and interview 

Help Wanted
The Cornell Cooperative Ex-

tension After-school Program at
Schoharie elementary school is
in need of an Activity Leader. The
program runs from 2 to 5:30pm,
Monday through Friday. If you or
someone you know is interested
in becoming an Activity Leader,
please contact Susan Salisbury at
518-234-4303-extension122 or
sms248@cornell.edu

Help Wanted
The Village of Middleburgh is

currently accepting applications
for a part-time Deputy Codes En-
forcement Officer (5-10 hrs. per
week). Candidates must have the
ability to enforce the Uniform
Code and conform to the require-
ments of 19 NYCRR Part 1203
(Uniform Code: Minimum Stan-
dards for Administration and En-
forcement) and be up to date on
all NYS certifications.  Salary will
be commensurate with experi-
ence.

If you would like an application
you may stop in at the Municipal
Office 309 Main St. or call 518-
827-5143 or email middleburgh-
nyvillage@midtel.net.  

Help Wanted
Full Time Wash Bay Position

available to wash and detail com-
mercial trucks and trailers in a
fully equipped wash bay.  Excellent
Medical Insurance available im-
mediately.  Vacation and retirement
available after one year.  Please
call 607-278-5212 or email prg-
erster76@aol.com

Help Wanted
Full Time Wash Bay Position

available to wash and detail com-
mercial trucks and trailers in a
fully equipped wash bay.  Excellent
Medical Insurance available im-
mediately.  Vacation and retirement
available after one year.  Please
call 607-278-5212 or email prg-
erster76@aol.com

SERVICES OFFERED

LEGAL ADVERTISING
at Northwest Regis-
tered Agent LLC, 90
State St, Suite 700,
Office 40, Albany NY
12207; Purpose of
LLC: Any lawful pur-
pose.
NOTICE OF FOR-
MATION OF LLC

MINIMALLY INVA-
SIVE TREE RE-
MOVAL, LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec.
of State (SSNY)
09/08/22. Office in
Schoharie Co. SSNY
designated Agent of
LLC whom process
may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of
process to the LLC
@ 1881 Western Ave
STE 180, Albany, NY
12203.  Purpose: Any
lawful activity.

LLC Notice
Dan Hanchett Gen-

eral Contracting and
Stone Masonry, LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with
SSNY on 04/22/2022.
Off. Loc.: Schoharie
Co. SSNY desig. as
agt. upon whom
process may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to:
Daniel E. Hanchett,
176 Hill Road,
Cobleskill, NY 12043.
General Purposes.

LLC Notice
166 JAR LLC Arti-

cles of Org. filed NY
Sec. of State (SSNY)
10/17/22. Office in
Albany Co. SSNY des-
ignated Agent of LLC
whom process may
be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process
to the Martha Hack-
lin, 4 Oakwood St,
Albany NY 12208.
Purpose: Any lawful
activity.

LLC Notice
Notice of formation

of limited liability
company (LLC).
Name: SOUNDS
GOOD CATSKILLS,
LLC,.  Articles of Or-
ganization filed with
the Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY)
on November 18,
2022. Office location:
Delaware County.
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of
the LLC upon  whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process
to: Sounds Good
Catskills, LLC 2838
Murphy Hill Rd Andes
NY 13731. Purpose:
to engage in any law-
ful  business of every
kind and character
for which LLCs may
be organized under
the New York  LLC
Law, Section 203, or
any successor statute. 

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF FOR-

MATION OF A LIM-
ITED LIABILITY
COMPANY Notice of
Formation of Massage
By Beth LLC. Articles
of Organization filed
with Secretary of
State of NY (SSNY)
on 2022- 07-18. Of-
fice location: Greene
County. United States
Corporation Agents,
Inc. designated as
agent of Limited Lia-
bility Company (LLC)
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY should
mail process to Unit-
ed States Corporation
Agents, Inc.: 7014
13th Avenue Suite
202 Brooklyn NY
11228. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose

LLC Notice
Notice Of Forma-

tion Of Domestic Lim-
ited Liability Compa-
ny; Name Of Llc:
Pangman Property
LLC; Date of filing:
8/3/2022; Office of
the LLC: Schoharie
Co.; The NY Secretary
of State has been des-
ignated as the agent
upon whom process
may be served. NYSS
may mail a copy of
any process to the
LLC at 220 Barn-

Shoveling Notice -
Windham

Notice is hereby
given that the Wind-
ham Fire District. #1
of the Town of Wind-
ham, State of New
York, seeks bids for
the shoveling of snow
from the walkways
and area around and
about the Windham
Fire House for the
2022-2023 Winter
Season. Sealed bids
will be opened on
Wednesday Novem-
ber 16, 2022, at 6:00
PM at the Windham
Town Hall, 371 St Rt
296, Hensonville, NY
12439, in the Town
of Windham, State of
New York. 

Sealed bids can be
submitted at the meet-
ing or mailed before
November 6, 2022,
to Windham Fire Dis-
trict #1 PO Box 91
Hensonville, NY
12439

By order of the
Board of Fire Com-
missioners of the
Windham Fire District
#1.
Budget Hearing -

Lexington 
Fire District

The Town of Lex-
ington Fire Districts
budget hearing for
the public on Novem-
ber 7th at 6:30 at the
Lexington Municipal
Building.  Copies of
the budget can be ob-
tained at the Lexing-
ton Town Clerk's off-
ic
Snowplow Notice

- Windham
Notice is hereby

given that the Wind-
ham Fire District. #1
of the Town of Wind-
ham, State of New
York, seeks bids for
the plowing of snow
from the parking ar-
eas around and about
the Windham Fire
House and the Hen-
sonville Fire House
for the 2022-2023
Winter Season. Sand-
ing and/or salting will
also be required. A
Qualified Contractor
must be fully insured.
Sealed bids will be
opened on Wednes-
day, November 16,
2022, at 6:00 PM at
the Windham Town
Hall, 371 St Rt 296,
Hensonville, NY
12439, in the Town
of Windham, State of
New York. 

Sealed bids can be
submitted at the meet-
ing or mailed before
November 7, 2022,
to Windham Fire Dis-
trict #1 PO Box 91
Hensonville, NY
12439

By order of the
Board of Fire Com-
missioners of the
Windham Fire District
#1.

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF FOR-

MATION of Christina
ODonnell, LLC. Arti-
cles of Organization
filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New
York (SSNY) on June
7, 2022. Office Lo-
cation: Schoharie
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent for
service of process on
LLC. SSNY shall mail
a copy of process to:
136 CC Camp Road,
Middleburgh, NY
12122. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF FOR-

MATION OF DOMES-
TIC LIMITED LIABIL-
ITY COMPANY; Name
of LLC:  Krissy's
Sparkle Cleaning
SVCS LLC; Date of
filing: July 7, 2021;
Office of the LLC: Al-
bany Co.; The NY Sec-
retary of State has
been designated as
the agent upon whom
process may be
served.  NYSS may
mail a copy of any
process to the LLC

REAL ESTATE
Vacant Land

5 acres in Jefferson, NY. $35,000
90 acres in Harpersfield, NY, $285,000.

Notice is hereby
given that the fiscal
affairs of the Wind-
ham-Ashland-Jewett
Central School Dis-
trict for the period
beginning on July 1,
2021 and ending on
June 30, 2022, have
been examined by
Raymond G. Preusser,
CPA, P.C., and that
the report has been
filed in the District
Superintendent's of-
fice where it is avail-
able as a public
record for inspection
by all interested per-
sons. Pursuant to §35
of the General Mu-
nicipal Law, the gov-
erning board of  the
Windham-Ashland-
Jewett Central School
District, may, in its
discretion, prepare a
written response to
the report and file any
such response in the
District Superinten-
dent's office as a pub-
lic record for inspec-
tion by all interested
persons not later than
January 27, 2023.

Stamford Fiscal
Affairs Notice

Notice is hereby
given that the fiscal
affairs of the Stamford
Central School Dis-
trict for the period
beginning on July 1,
2021, and ending on
June 30, 2022, have
been examined by an
Independent Public
Accountant and the
Report and Manage-
ment letter prepared
in conjunction with
the external audit by
the Independent Pub-
lic Accountant have
been filed in my office
where it is available
as a public record for
inspection by all in-
terested persons.
Pursuant to Section
§35 of the General
Municipal Law, the
governing Board of
the Stamford Central
School District may,
in its discretion, pre-
pare a written re-
sponse to the report
of external audit or
management letter by
the Independent Pub-
lic Accountant and
file any such response
in my office as a pub-
lic record for inspec-
tion by all interested
persons no later than
February 10, 2023.

Public Notice -
Greene County
Notice is hereby

given that the Greene
County Legislature,
Greene County, New
York, at a meeting
thereof held on the
18th day of January,
2023 duly adopted a
resolution as follows:

Resolution No. 49-

erville Road,
Cobleskill, New York
12043; Purpose of
LLC: Any lawful pur-
pose.

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF LLC

F O R M A T I O N
NP3LSO LLC. Filed
11/30/2022. County:
Schoharie. SSNY de-
sig. for process &
shall mail 4912 NY-
30 Schoharie, NY
12157. Purpose: any
lawful. 

LLC Notice
Notice Of Forma-

tion Of Domestic Lim-
ited Liability Compa-
ny; Name Of Llc:
Catskills Junction
LLC; Date of filing:
4/21/2022; Office of
the LLC: Delaware
Co.; The NY Secretary
of State has been des-
ignated as the agent
upon whom process
may be served. NYSS
may mail a copy of
any process to the
LLC at DONNA SCHI-
EFFER-KENNEDY,
151 LAKE ROAD,
EAST MEREDITH,
NY, 13757; Purpose
of LLC: Any lawful
purpose.

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF FOR-

MATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COM-
PANY (LLC).  Name:
Whitegate Family
Farm LLC.  Articles
of Organization filed
with Secretary of
State of New York
(SSNY) on
10/31/2022.  Office
location:  Greene
County.  SSNY is des-
ignated as agent of
the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served.  SSNY may
mail a copy of any
process to:  the LLC,
C/O Daniel Locker,
173 Village Grove,
Williston, VT 05495. 

LLC Notice
NOTICE OF FOR-

MATION OF DOMES-
TIC LIMITED LIABIL-
ITY COMPANY; Name
of LLC:  PANGMAN
OUTDOOR POWER
LLC; Date of filing:
01/03/2023; Office of
the LLC: Schoharie
Co.; The NY Secretary
of State has been des-
ignated as the agent
upon whom process
may be served. NYSS
may mail a copy of
any process to the
LLC at 220 Barn-
erville Road,
Cobleskill, New York
12043; Purpose of
LLC: Any lawful pur-
pose.
WAJ Fiscal Affairs

Notice

23
Establishing The

Real Property Tax Sta-
bilization Fund

W H E R E A S ,
Greene County is
committed to prudent
budgetary practices
and maintaining a
steady real property
tax levy; and
WHEREAS, sales tax,
which serves as the
single largest revenue
source for the County
has achieved a signif-
icant increase in col-
lections over recent
fiscal years, and
WHEREAS, the con-
tinuity of sales tax is
dependent upon the
national economy and
other external factors
outside of the Greene
County Legislature’s
control; and WHERE-
AS, the County is the
recipient of other rev-
enue streams, sourced
from state and federal
taxpayer funds, for
which there is no local
control of allocations;
and WHEREAS,
Greene County is re-
sponsible for main-
taining operations and
delivering services
necessary to its resi-
dents; NOW, THERE-
FORE IT BE RE-
SOLVED, upon pas-
sage of permissive ref-
erendum procedures,
there is hereby estab-
lished a contingency
and tax stabilization
Reserve Fund to be
known as the “Real
Property Tax Stabi-
lization Fund” (here-
inafter “Fund”).  The
purpose of this Fund
is to finance any unan-
ticipated revenue loss-
es or expenditures
chargeable to the eli-
gible portion of the
annual budget, and to
lessen or prevent pro-
jected increases of the
real property tax levy
needed to support the
eligible portion of the
annual budget; and
BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED, that the
Greene County Treas-
urer is hereby directed
to deposit sales tax
revenue or other such
revenues when direct-
ed, that are not re-
quired by law to be
paid into any other
fund, to this Fund.
Revenues deposited
into the Fund may be
used only upon rec-
ommendation of the
Greene County Treas-
urer and resolution
adopted by at least a
two-thirds vote of the
Greene County Leg-
islature.

The above resolu-

Services Offered
My services of vacuuming and rug sham-

pooing to Schoharie County Seniors. Apart-
ments only. Monday-Friday, Noon to 3:00
PM. $15 per room. 518-231-2359. 

ANTIQUES
All old, most over 100 years, solid wood,

not reproductions: dark wood music cabinet
with drawer and shelves, light wood cradle
with solid ends and sides, oak short chest of
drawers, dark wood sewing caddy,  upholstered
ornate platform rocker.  All in very good con-
dition. Not cheap but reasonable asking prices.
Call for pic and price, Pat  at 518-827-7508.

ANTIQUES

SEEKING
We are looking for

a person to do
stonework on our stone
walls in Stamford, NY.
(607) 652-2449.

Looking for some-
one to refurbish GE 4
line business phones.

Approximately 10
phones

Please call Janet
607- 588-4700 noon-
4:30pm

ARKVILLE - Sum-
mer helper, part time,
weekends. Some heavy
lifting and porting. May
through October. Call
David (845) 586-6287.

tion is subject to a
permissive referen-
dum and shall take
effect forty-five (45)
days after its adop-
tion, unless there shall
be filed with the Clerk
of the Greene County
Legislature in the
manner and time pro-
vided by Section 101
of New York State’s
County Law a petition
protesting against the
resolution and re-
questing that the mat-
ter be submitted to
the electors of the
County for their ap-
proval or disapproval
at a referendum. By
Order of the Greene
County Legislature,
Tammy L. Sciavillo,
Acting Clerk, Greene
County Legislature.
January 20, 2023.

Public Notice -
Greene County
The Greene County

Legislature on De-
cember 14th, 2022,
adopted Local Law
Number 4 of the Year
2022, as follows:

LOCAL LAW NUM-
BER 4 OF 2022

A LOCAL LAW
amending Local Law
Number 1 of 2004
relating to exemption
from real property
taxes of property
owned by persons
with disabilities and
limited incomes.

BE IT ENACTED
by the County Legis-
lature of the County
of Greene, as follows:

SECTION 1.  The
purpose of this Local
Law is to amend Lo-
cal Law Number 1 of
2004 by increasing
the maximum income
limit from its current
amount of $29,000.
to $34,000.

SECTION 2.  This
Local Law shall take
effect immediately
upon its filing with
the Secretary of State. 

Public Notice -
Greene County
NOTICE IS HERE-

BY GIVEN, that there
has been duly pre-
sented to the County
Legislature of the
County of Greene on
the 17th day of Janu-
ary 2023, LOCAL
LAW INTRODUCTO-
RY NUMBER 1 OF
2023, A LOCAL LAW
ENTITLED “A LOCAL
LAW PROVIDING
REAL PROPERTY
TAX EXEMPTIONS
FOR VOLUNTEER
FIREFIGHTERS AND
A M B U L A N C E
WORKERS PUR-
SUANT TO SECTION
466-A OF THE REAL
PROPERTY TAX
LAW.”

BE IT ENACTED
by the County Legis-
lature of the County
of Greene as follows:

SUMMARY OF
PROPOSED LOCAL
LAW NUMBER 1 OF
2023:

Pursuant to this Lo-
cal Law, the County
of Greene proposes
to adopt the real prop-
erty tax exemptions
provided for volunteer
firefighters and emer-
gency medical per-

sonnel in accordance
with Section 466-a of
the Real Property Tax
Law. Real property
owned by an enrolled
member of an incor-
porated volunteer fire
company, fire depart-
ment or incorporated
voluntary ambulance
service or such en-
rolled member and
spouse residing in the
County of Greene
shall be exempt from
taxation to the extent
of 10 percent of the
assessed value of such
property for County
purposes, exclusive
of special assess-
ments. Applicants
must meet certain
qualifications and el-
igibility requirements.

The full text of this
proposed Local Law
Number 1 of 2023 is
available for review
in the office of the
Clerk of the Greene
County Legislature,
Suite 408, 411 Main
Street, Catskill, New
York 12414, and on
the Greene County
website: www.discov-
ergreene.com.

NOTICE IS FUR-
THER GIVEN, that
the County Legisla-
ture of the County of
Greene will conduct
a Public Hearing on
the aforesaid Local
Law on the 6th day
of February 2023, at
6:00 p.m. in the Leg-
islative Meeting
Room, County Office
Building, 411 Main
Street, 4th floor,
Catskill, New York at
which time all persons
interested in the sub-
ject matter thereof
will be heard concern-
ing the same.

Public Notice - 
Middleburgh

Please take notice
the Town and Village
of Middleburgh Plan-
ning Board will hold
a public hearing on
February 8th 2023 at
7:15pm, located at
the Town of Middle-
burgh Community
Shelter Building at
138 Cotton Hill Rd.

A submission has
been received from
Bradford Stratton and
Abigail Isolda to sub-
divide a parcel of 1.56
acres from the overall
6.77 acre parcel at
1029 Clauverwie Rd
(Tax Map #116.-1-
1). The new parcel
will be used to build
a residence.

Written comments
may be sent to the
Town and Village of
Middleburgh Planning
Board, PO Box 946
Middleburgh NY
12122. You are also
welcome to attend
and speak at this pub-
lic hearing. All inter-
ested parties will be
given the opportunity
to be heard. By order
of the Town and Vil-
lage of Middleburgh
Planning Board.

Public Notice - 
Middleburgh

Please take notice
that the Windham
Fire District of the
town of Windham
County of Greene,
New York, will hold
its regular meetings
for the year 2023 on
Second Tuesday of
every month at 6 o’-
clock p.m. on such
date at Town Hall 371
NY-296, Hensonville,
NY 12439.  All meet-
ings of the Windham
Fire District are open
to the public.

This notice is being
posted in accordance
with the provisions of
Section 94 of the Pub-
lic Officers Law of

the State of New York.
Public Notice - 
Greene Cnty

We are requesting
proposals for the
Greene County Youth
Bureau Funding for
Youth Development
programs, as well as
separate Youth Sports
Opportunities that will
run January 1 – Sep-
tember 30, 2023
sponsored by any
501(c)(3) (Non-profit
tax-exempt charitable
organization per IRS).  

Due to changes
from NYS OCFS,
2023 funding will
only be for programs
running January 1 –
September 30, 2023.
Programs that cover
October 1, 2023
through September
2024 will be eligible
for 2024 funding.

The deadline for
this 2023 RFP is Fri-
day, March 24, 2023.

The application
must include:
□ List of current

Board members with
contact information
and employer noted.
□ List of board

members or staff who
are authorized to sign
claims.
□OCFS-5001 Pro-

gram Application
(Municipalities are to
be signed by Chief
Elected Official).  
□OCFS-5002 Pro-

gram Profile
□OCFS-5003 Pro-

gram Components
□OCFS-5005 Pro-

gram Budget
If your application

packet will be the
same as in the past,
kindly send us an
email & state you wish
your last grant “recy-
cled”.  In this case,
we will only require
Form OCFS-5001
with an original sig-
nature mailed to:
Greene County Hu-
man Services (Youth
Bureau), 411 Main
Street, Catskill N. Y.
12414.  Response
must be made to
mmurphy@discover-
greene.com.   

All applications are
to include only one
Life Area with the
goals & objective for
the program.  In ad-
dition, the Services,
Opportunities & Sup-
ports (SOS) & Per-
formance Measures
must be entered on
the application.  

Historically, the av-
erage grant award has
been between $1,000
and $3,000.  

All OCFS forms are
available on the web
site, 

http://greenegov-
ernment.com/depart-
ments/human-ser-
vices/youth-resources

Please call (518)
719-3555 for assis-
tance. 

Public Notice - 
Stamford

The Village of
Stamford Planning
Board will hold a
meeting on Wednes-
day, February 8th,
2023 at 7:00pm at
Village Hall. 

Public Notice - 
Seward

NOTICE from the
Town of Seward Plan-
ning Board.

Please be advised
the monthly meeting
will take place on Feb-
ruary 21, 2023 and
not the

scheduled second
Tuesday of the month.
The meeting will be
held at Town of Se-
ward

Offices, 795 Lowe
Road, in the Town of
Seward at 7:00 PM. 

FOR RENT
Mobile Home for Rent in Senior Park in

Roxbury. Recently renovated, partially furnished
2  bedroom/1 bath with covered front deck,
small back deck, storage building, refrigerator,
LP gas kitchen stove, washer/dryer hookup,
municipal water and sewer. Absolutely no
smokers or pets allowed.  Security and references
required. $800 per month. Call 607-326-7067.

Senior seeking apartment. Non-smoker with
housing voucher seeking apartment in Cobleskill,
Richmondville, or Summit. Two cats. Can start
immediately. Call Debra at 845-407-2205.

BRIGHT,SPACIOUS HUNTER/CATSKILLS
MOUNTAIN GETAWAY

4 Bedroom,3 Bathroom House for rent -
$450/night.

Mountain view,private sauna,hot tub-hiking,ski-
ing,biking

Please call Joseph- 631 745-0193

FOR RENT:  Renovated, 3 bedroom mobile
home with deck in Roxbury.  Absolutely no
pets, no smokers. Includes storage shed.  $800
monthly + utilities.  Security and references
required.  Call 607-326-7067.

FOR SALE
2008 Chevrolet Sil-

verado truck. Sealed
bid, call Delaware Co.
SWCD (607) 865-
7161 for bid package.
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ONC BOCES Board
Members Attend Mixer

ONC BOCES board members and staff wel-
comed component school superintendents and
board of education members to a mixer event
on Wednesday, January 18, to enjoy refreshments
prepared by Northern Catskills Occupational
Center Culinary Arts Students.

ONC BOCES Engineering Students 
Visit Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals

The ONC BOCES New Visions Engineering Class of 2023 recently toured the Mallinckrodt Pharma-
ceuticals plant in Hobart, New York. Students visited the packaging and manufacturing floor led by
the Senior Project Engineer, Mr. Snelson, Quality Assurance Engineer, Mrs. Wright, and Packaging
Process Engineer, Mrs. Beine. Students were provided the opportunity to participate in a turnover

exercise with Operations Excellence Leader, Mrs. Betz. Mallinckrodt also presented the class with in-
formation about employment with the company. 

Catskill Scenic Byway 
to Expand in Delaware County

By Mary A. Crisafulli
DELHI - Catskill Moun-

tain Scenic Byway repre-
sentatives attended a
Delaware County Depart-
ment of Public Works
(DPW) committee meeting
on Jan. 25 to request per-
mission to expand on
County Route 38 in Mid-
dletown. 

The main initiative in
the byway efforts is to in-
crease traffic and tourism
through small towns in the
Catskill region, said Carol
O'Beirne. It spreads the
history and stories of the
region and benefits the lo-
cal community and econ-
omy, she added. "It tells
the story of who we are in
the Catskills." 

The byway, which
stretches 52 miles long
across Olive, Shandaken,
Middletown, and Andes in
Delaware and Ulster coun-
ties, offers an opportunity
to unite several munici-
palities, said O'Beirne.
"That's what makes it so
rewarding, to get to know
your neighbor when nor-
mally you wouldn't get to
know them."

Robin Williams, Middle-
town Councilmember,
came to inform committee

members that the council
has already passed a res-
olution supporting the ex-
pansion. The council sees
the byway as a benefit to
the community, which pro-
vides an opportunity for
further development, she
said.

John Hubbell, Mar-
garetville mayor, also sup-
ported the initiative be-
lieving it would benefit the
village.

Peter Manning of Genius
Loci Planning, working on
the byway project, said to
develop the county road,
expansion plans require a
letter or resolution from
the county to support the
undertaking. The New York
State Department of Trans-
portation will raise signage
with the byway logo to in-
dicate it's part of the path-
way. Manning added that
large signage such as bill-
boards are not permitted
along the byway, though
existing signage is grand-
fathered in. All existing
signs are the property of
the previous governing
body.

As the byway develops,
the initiative becomes less
about tourism promotion
and concentrates on

tourism management
which is the goal, Manning
said.

Committee members
agreed the county should
support the initiative and
will review the proposed
resolution before voting. 

For more information
on the Catskill Mountain
Scenic Byway, visit scenic-
catskills.com.

In other business: 
Committee members re-

viewed several equipment
purchase requests for the
county solid waste facility
amounting to over
$800,000. Most items were
budgeted for 2023 and
will cover most of the year-
ly needs, said DPW Assis-
tant to Commissioner Lisa
Henderson. DPW Com-
missioner James Thomas
said several items came
in under the budgeted cost.

An online training course
for $59 was approved to
appoint a new Resident
Safety Officer to replace
Thomas after being pro-
moted to DPW commis-
sioner.

The contract with
Delaware County Soil and
Water Conservation Dis-
trict was renewed at
$20,000 annually to assist

in culvert repair and re-
placements.

Thomas reported the
county had been permitted
to dispose of historical
items in FEMA (Federal
Emergency Management
Agency) flood buyout
properties. When a mu-
nicipality acquires a prop-
erty through FEMA, it must
return such property to
green space (undeveloped
land). SHIPO (State His-
toric Preservation Office)
requires each FEMA
dwelling to be assessed
for historical features and
approved items to be pre-
served. Due to several
complications in securing
storage for such items,
SHIPO has permitted the
county to dispose of his-
toric items after documen-
tation and photos are
recorded.

The next Delaware
County Department of
Public Works Committee
meeting has not been
scheduled. Committee
schedules for 2023 will be
placed on the county web-
site at delcony.us in the
near future, said Tina Molé,
Bovina supervisor and
chairperson to the board
of supervisors.

Filtration, from D1
be employed to increase
the number of certified
lifeguards throughout the
county. Funding to sup-
port the program came
from a grant through the
O'Connor Foundation. 

Another donation from
the O'Connor Foundation
was accepted for $33,808
to assist children in foster
care in developing skills
necessary to become pro-
ductive members of so-
ciety. Programming is ad-
ministered through the
Department of Social
Services.

Several change orders
were authorized for gen-
eral construction to cell
4s of the county landfill
in Walton for $5,895,595.
Changes were necessary
after discovery of tires
and piping during the ex-
cavation process of cell
4s, Department of Public
Works Commissioner
James Thomas said at a
previous committee meet-
ing.

The following appoint-
ments were made to the
Delaware County Fire Ad-
visory Board to the De-
partment of Emergency
Services: John Gilmore
of Sidney, chairperson;
Blaise Bojo of Hancock,
vice chairperson; and
Mike Pietrantoni of
Bloomville, secretary. Fire
chiefs from around
Delaware County were
appointed as voting mem-
bers, including, Dale Tait
of Andes, Mike Sarrubi
of Arena, Rob Sweeney
of Arkville, Pietrantoni,
Kevin Brown of Bovina,
Bill Cairns of Delhi, David
Briggs of East Meredith,
Todd Wickham of Fleis-
chmanns, Tom Warden
of Franklin, Hank Gockel
of Grand Gorge, Bojo,
Josh Mason of Hobart,

Nelson Delameter of Mar-
garetville, Matt Jones of
Masonville, Brad Hitch-
cock of Meridale,
Gilmore, VanBuren of
South Kortright, Don
VanEtten of Stamford,
Tony DeDominicis of
Treadwell, Josh La-
Tourette of Trout Creek,
and Frank Wood of Wal-
ton. Voting members were
selected based on meet-
ing attendance from the
previous year. Alternate
department chiefs include
Chris Jaindl of Cooks
Falls, Phil Gerster of Dav-
enport, Saun Rynerson
of Deposit, Sterling Mur-
phy of Downsville, Rod
Keesler of East Branch,
Jeff Slauson of Hal-
cottsville, Matt Accordino
of Pindars Corners, Jim
Bouton, Jr. of Roxbury,
and Codey Lambrecht of
Sidney Center.

A public hearing is set
for Wednesday, Feb. 22,
at 1 p.m. for the eight-
year review of agricultural
district number six, which
includes Hancock, Colch-
ester, and Hamden. Ap-
proximately 149 acres
are proposed as additions
to Hancock, with 580 re-
movals. In Colchester,
147 proposed additions
and eight removals are
proposed, while Hamden
has no proposed changes. 

Committee schedules
for 2023 will be placed
on the county website at
delcony.us in the near fu-
ture, said Tina Molé, Bov-
ina supervisor and chair-
person to the board of
supervisors. 

The next board of su-
pervisors meeting is
scheduled Wednesday,
Feb. 22, at 1 p.m. fol-
lowing the public hearing
for agricultural district
six.



Note: Since the tragic
passing of Bob Beyfuss
last week we are com-
mitted to honoring his
legacy. We will be re-
running former
columns of Mr. Beyfuss
for the foreseeable fu-
ture.

This is the time of the
year when many local res-
idents put out their bird
feeders for a glimpse of
active wildlife when the
surrounding world ap-
pears very dead. The win-
ter forest is seemingly
quite somniferous right
now, but I suspect that
observation is due to the
lack of people out there
observing, more so than
the lack of activity.  Now
is actually a great time
to study and learn about
migratory, as well as res-
ident bird species. My
friend Lester is an avid
“birder” and spends many
hours each winter sitting
in his warm loft with
binoculars close by to ob-
serve the parade of feath-
ered visitors to his feed-
ers. Binoculars are not
even required because
most species that frequent
feeders are not shy when
it comes to a free dinner.
They will glut themselves
as little as 3 feet away
from a picture window,
seemingly oblivious to the
spectators inside. In order
to observe minor details,
such as markings around
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EDITORIAL

Giving to Your Community
the bird’s eyes, leg col-
oration, wing patches and
beak characteristics, the
close up views offered
with binoculars certainly
do help. Now that our
local black bears have
gone into hibernation it
is safe to feed our feath-
ered friends without risk-
ing the creation of a se-
rious nuisance. 

The local deer, which
seem to completely dis-
appear during hunting
season, have reemerged
in force from their hiding
places and many of them
have become quite adept
at licking out sunflower
seeds from hanging bird
feeders. Although it is
not legal to feed deer
during winter, I doubt if
the DEC would prosecute
people with hanging bird
feeders at this time of
year. Lester also has a
turkey feeder that is de-
signed to keep deer away
as well as a simple plat-
form feeder he uses, but
scattering corn or hay in
the open fields or forest
is certainly not legal and
not a good idea in gen-
eral.  

Here in Florida I have
yet to see a single bird
feeder outside someone’s
house, but birds are
everywhere, especially
near water and for the
most part, they seem to
be taken for granted. It
was not always this way.
I can recall back in the
early 1970’s when spot-
ting an osprey or bald
eagle or even herons and
egrets were uncommon
sites. A nesting pair of
bald eagles in Everglades
National Park, with a

spotting scope observing
them from a safe distance,
had a 45 minute wait for
queued up tourists such
as I, to look at, in 1971.
Today I can see bald ea-
gles pretty much anytime
I want, both here and
even back home in NY.
Osprey are everywhere
and not a day goes by
when I don’t see half a
dozen or more. 

There is an entire gen-
eration of people who do
not recall how very few
predatory birds existed
40 or 50 years ago. Spot-
ting any sort of hawk in
the 1950’s in Greene
County was a rare event.
Many younger Americans
today complain that the
environment we are leav-
ing for our children is a
polluted, dying one, with
devastated ecosystems
and massive species ex-
tinctions, but those peo-
ple did not grow up in
the 1950’s or 60’s and
do not realize just how
much recovery has oc-
curred since then. 

The actual bird species
most commonly referred
to as a “snowbird” is the
Junco, a very frequent
visitor at most feeders.
They are called snowbirds
because they used to
show up mostly in early
winter, when the snow
began, but these days
they are year round resi-
dents. I think the name
is more an accurate de-
scription of their color,
with their upper bodies a
slate grey color, like our
winter sky most days and
the undersides the color
of the snowy landscape
below. 

dog.  Telly, my canine
companion, sees to it that
I am kept current on the
weather conditions.  Nei-
ther sleet, rain, snow, the
dark of night or even
hurricanes keeps him
from his appointed
rounds.  Maybe every
weatherman should be
given a weather dog.  I
realize that there are
things I’ll have to practice
before I can become an
official weatherman.  I’ll
need to brush up on the
vocabulary needed and
learn how to predict
something without mak-
ing any commitments to
reality.  Phrases like “part-
ly cloudy” and “chance
of precipitation” sound
good and can fit almost
any weather situation and
yet not pin you down to
an actual prediction of
what the weather is really
going to be like.  I’ll bet
that a weatherman or
weather woman that has
been using weather
vague-speak for years
could easily get a second
career after they retire
as a politician.  I imagine
that the pay is pretty
good and you get to be
on the radio or on televi-

sion which could be fun
and you can be wrong
most of the time and still
not worry about your job
security.  Most of the
time you work indoors
and don’t have to worry
about being out in the
weather you’re predict-
ing.  I have the added
advantage of being older
so my whole body has
become a barometer.  My
knees can tell when
there’s a sneaky low pres-
sure area creeping up on
us that doesn’t even show
up on Doppler radar.  Ice,
not being senior friendly,
is something I can spot
from a long way off and
I’m aware of all the at-
mospheric conditions
that might cause that ice
to occur.  Yep, I’d make
the perfect weatherman,
I’m old, I own a dog and
I spent 20 years in poli-
tics.  Watch for me on
your local news cast.
Thought for week—

We’ve had enough
“youth”.  How about a
fountain of “smart”?
Until next week, may

you and yours be happy
and well.
Whittle12124@yahoo.c

om   

I've decided that when
I grow up that I'll become
a weatherman.  I've got
a lot of experience deal-
ing with weather and as
I get older I find that I'm
getting better and better
at predicting what the
atmospheric conditions
will be for the day ahead.
Maybe the decision is
based partly on the fact
that I pay closer attention
to the weather segment
of the television news
programs that I watch
daily then to the news .
I store little facts that
are new to me in what
passes for my memory.
A couple of weeks ago I
learned about the Polar
Vortex, a spinning cloud
of ice cubes that usually
has the decency to stay
up around the North Pole
where people expect to
be cold, that decided to
come down to our area
for a bone chilling visit.
It finally decided to go
back home and we had a
few days above the aver-
age temperature for this
time of year.  I wrote the
National Weather Bureau
and suggested that since
the weather was running
hot and cold that they
change the Polar Vortex's
name to the Bi-Polar Vor-
tex, I haven't heard back
from them yet.  I also
suggested that putting a
window in the room
where they do their pre-
dicting might help with
their accuracy.  I’d be
more accurate than most
of the current weather-
men and weatherwomen
because I have a dog.  If
you really want to keep
up with the up to the
minute weather, get a

This week sees the retirement of longtime Sharon Springs village
Trustee Patty Johnstone. Not only has she been a tireless advocate for
Sharon Springs. She has also been, alongside Garth Roberts and other
volunteers, a major morale and financial help for our area's first
responders through Hero Fund America. This dedication is on full
display whenever you talk to her.

Patty's commitment to the community and to those around her is
well-known and well-respected. I hope that more people hear the call of
service and decide to aid their communities in some way possible. This
could be through volunteering in a local community organization such
as Rotary, the Elks, or Kiwanis, serving on a local board, or helping in
some unique way.

We all have a part to do for our area and I hope that we all can follow
the example of Trustee Johnstone.

-- Matthew Avitabile, Publisher
P.S. - A reminder that I still need your Person of the Year nominations.

We’ll start unveiling nominees and winners in next week’s edition! Send
your nominations to us at mountaineaglenews@gmail.com.

For more information or about syndication, contact Mr. Shears at shear-
swm@protonmail.com.

RUSTY AND LILA BY BILLY SHEARS

WHITTLING AWAY WITH DICK BROOKS

Atmospheric Conditions

Team and High Individual Match
Scores 1/20/2023 Match XIII:

Sidney defeats Oneonta : 1053-14X to 1042-9X
Stamford defeated Walton: 1105-14X to 1077-18X
Top shooters for Stamford were:  Gus Mueller 282-2X; John Wyckoff

277-4X; Jim Hitt 276-6X; and Brian Righi 270-2X
Also shooting for Stamford were: Steve Baker, Larry VanDeusen, Jan

Hornbach, Mark Gifford, Jeff Mattice, and Maynard Vance
High Scores for Walton were: Glenn Bowker 275-6X; Brian MacRabie

270-5X; Dennis Bennett 270-3X; and Kris Bowker 262-4X
Other Walton shooters were: Michael Noviello, James Noviello, Justin

McAdams, Bill McAdams, Ryan Boice, Jeff Yambor, and Joe Yambor
Delhi beat Rockdale:  1056-19X to 1027-6X

Win/Loss Record:
Stamford                                      11-0
Walton:                                            8-3
Rockdale:                                        5-6
Oneonta:                                         4-7
Sidney:                                            3-8
Delhi:                                               2-9
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Carol Spinelli
Real Estate Salesperson

75 Bridge Street | Margaretville NY 12455

STUNNING 1890 FARMHOUSE
#39447 - 267 Acres

2 BED | 1.5 BATH | 2,012 SQFT

End-Of-Road BOVINA LOCATION.
3-PONDS  -- BIG Catskill Mountain VIEWS.
Open Floor-plan with STUNNING KITCHEN 

and Living Room with FIREPLACE.
Second Level: MASTER EN-SUITE & STUDIO.

Offered at $2,200,000

SOLD!
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Inn At Kirkside Plans Taking Shape

By Brian Sweeney
When one door 

closes, another one 
opens. That adage is 
being exemplified by 
the reimagining of one 
of Roxbury’s most his-
toric landmarks. 

Thanks in large part 
of a recently announced 
$1.8 million RESTORE 
NY grant, the Kirkside 
mansion will be ren-
ovated as The Inn at 
Kirkside, a fully opera-
tional hotel/restaurant. 
The project will be 
staffed by paid Fellows 
who, under the guid-
ance of professionals, 
take leadership roles in 
the running of the en-
terprise.  The Fellow-
ship will be a paid, 

residential, rigorous, 
immersive program that 
provides real-world ex-
perience in all phases of 
the hospitality industry, 
with particular attention 
to innovation, entrepre-
neurship, green tech-
nologies, and 
capitalizing on local ag-
ricultural systems.  The 
Guest Cottage will be 
renovated as housing 
and conference space 
for Fellows.  

MARK Project Ex-
ecutive Director Peg 
Ellsworth traced the 
origins of this plan. She 
recalled that the Kirk-
side Retirement Home 
began struggle finan-
cially during the first 
two decades of the 21st 
century. She indicated 
that this was primarily 
due to an imbalance of 
Medicaid versus full pay 
residents   and      state  
continued on E4

$1.8 Million  
State Grant 
Project Key

A rendering of the exterior of the planned Inn at Kirkside on Main Street, Roxbury.

Elementary students from Margaretville Central School get 
tips from instructors on the Roaring Brook trail at Belleayre 
Mountain this week. The four-week recreation ski program 

provides lessons and equipment for MCS students in grades 1-
5. The program is back following a two-year hiatus due to the 
COVID pandemic. — Photo by Julia Marks

Ski School
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xican FoodMecAuthentic

966 Main St, Fleischmaanns • 845 254-4966

EAT IN • PORCH DINING • TAKE OUT

Wed.-Sun. 7 am-2 pm 
Wed. 4-8 pm for Dinner 

85 Main Street, Andes 
845 676-4500

Rosalino's Diner

Indoor & Outdoor Seating + Takeout
Fri. & Sat. 4-9pm, Sun. 4-8pm 

302 Main St., Pine Hill 845 254-3113 • titobanditos.com

NEW MENU   
NEW BAR  
+ KITCHEN 

TEAM

Hours: Fri. 4-10pm • Sat. & Sun. 1-10pm 
746 Main St. Margaretville 845 586-4884 • binnekill.com
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ALL WEEKENDALL WEEKEND
 Deck Dining 

Indoor Seating  
Takeout

Promote YOUR Restaurant Here 
Contact Gretchen Balcom at 845 586-6192

What’s Cooking!What’s Cooking!

Full Bar, New Menu 
Dine in or Takeout  

Open at 3 pm 
Tuesday through Sunday

110 Main Street, Andes 
theandeshotel.com  

845-676-4408

DINE IN

OR TAKEOUT

Support Local 
Restaurants

By Brian Sweeney
Drawing inspiration 

from the 1920s era and 
French Parisian bistros, 
Zada’s cocktail lounge 
opened its doors in Mar-
garetville last weekend. 

Sophie and Damon 
Meena are the majority 
owners in the venture 
and have endeavored to 
create a comfortable at-
mosphere that works in 
tandem with the bever-
age and light dining 
choices. Patrons can 
choose from a variety of 
fine wines, cocktails, 
toddies, and mocktails. 
Farm-to-table French 
cheeses and charcute-
rie, hot croques, and sa-
vory hors d’oeuvres 
round out the offerings. 

The setting for Zada’s 
— with its elegant dark 
tones, warm lighting 
scheme, and carefully 
curated decorative 
pieces — perfectly re-
flects the owners’ taste-
ful aesthetic. 

Details are key
“Damon and I love in-

terior design and have 
worked on every detail 
to create a real experi-
ence,” Sophie com-
mented. 

The months-long 
transition of the space 
at 850 Main Street, 
working in partnership 
with two longtime 
friends, Tommy and 
Barret, has resulted in 
an ambiance that en-
courages relaxation and 
socializing. 

They will soon be 
adding periodic live 
music events as another 
component of their vi-
sion. 

Sophie said starting a 
bar has been a longtime 
dream for her and 
Damon. Last year, they 
decided the timing was 
perfect to pursue their 
project. 

“We were both in a 
period of life when we 
needed change and to 
experience something 
new. I worked at bar and 

restaurants in Paris, 
France when I was 
younger, and we are 
both entrepreneurs,” 
Sophie related. 

The effort that went 
into planning and ren-
ovating the two-story 
space was considerable. 
On the other hand, com-
ing up with a name for 
their business was sim-
ple. Sophie and 
Damon’s daughter is 
named Zada-Rose and a 
grandmother and an 
aunt on Damon’s side 
are both Zadas. Plus, 
they wanted to keep the 
Meena (their last name) 
legacy alive.  

Exciting time
Sophie and Damon 

are particularly en-
thused to open the 
cocktail lounge at time 
when the village is amid 
an impressive renais-
sance. 

“We think that the 
growing business com-
munity in Margaretville 
really has the power to 
change this area for the 
better and bring more 

tourism and flux of 
people towards the 
Western Catskills,” So-
phie noted. 

She continued, “We 
are so blessed to be sur-
rounded by such an 
amazing community of 
people and businesses 
who supported us from 
the beginning. We hope 
to be a great addition to 
Margaretville and pro-
vide a top-quality serv-
ice.” 

Sophie and Damon 
are assisted by three 
staff. As is the case with 
many hospitality en-
deavors, they are look-
ing to add staff and 
expand hours. For gen-
eral information or to 
inquire about employ-
ment opportunities, 
please e-mail: Zadas-
bar@gmail.com 

The “soft opening” 
period for Zada’s will 
continue for the next 
month with hours dur-
ing that time as follows: 
Thursday 5-8 p.m., Fri-
day 5-10 p.m., Saturday 
2-10 p.m. and Sunday 
2-7 p.m. 

ADVERTISE
in the  

Catskills  
Chronicle 

Call Gretchen Balcom 
at 845 586-6192  
or 607 435-0795

Zada’s Cocktail Lounge Newest Addition To Margaretville Scene
Venture Reflects 
The 1920s Era, 
French Bistros

Damon and Sophie Meena are the majority owners of Zada’s cocktail 
lounge at 850 Main Street, Margaretville.

Zada’s cocktail lounge in Margaretville has 
been meticulously curated to create a warm, 
relaxing atmosphere.



Enjoy Your 
Winter  Weekend!
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The Thrift Shop  
will be closed for  

 4 weeks, Jan 1–31 
our annual Winter Break  

to ‘reset’ the Shop 

We will reopen  
Wednesday, February 1st  

10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

During our break  
we will accept donations 

By appointment only 
Please call 845-586-3737 

Leave your contact information 
after the message and we will 

call you back !
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Tom Kazlausky and 
Susan Eckstein have 
purchased a stunning 
building parcel in Cres-
cent Hills subdivision in 
the Town of Andes. The 
plan is to build a retire-
ment home. The prop-
erty was sold by Susan 
Doig/ associates broker 
Coldwell Banker Tim-
berland Properties.  

Bovina farm
Gabriel, Alexis, 

Myles, and Aiden Cohen 
are the owners of a new 
working farm located 
on Reinertsen Road in 
the Town of Bovina. 
The family has named 
the new farm Quiet 
Peak Farm. The prop-
erty was listed by Carol 
Spinelli of Coldwell 

Banker Timberland 
Properties. 

The Hermitage
This is a true luxury 

Catskills cabin that was 
completely renovated 
by the talented team of 
Whisky Hollow, Andes. 
Peggy Bellar of the 
Catskill Dream Team 
helped them acquire the 
property and when it 
was ready to list they 
engaged her for the 
project. 

This home features so 
many unique details. 
The new wrap-around 
deck is the perfect spot 
to take in the mountain 
views and the new 
owners Congratulations 
to our wonderful seller 
and welcome to Andes' 
newest residents. 

Groceries,
Kitchen  

& Home Goods

Richard Hunter
Richard W. Hunter, 

81, a native and lifelong 
area resident died Sat-
urday January 21, 2023 
at his home.  

He was born in the 
Vega Valley October 20, 
1941. He was the son of 
the late Burt and Ella 
(Mead) Hunter.  

“Uncle Dick,” as he 
was fondly called, 
worked on area farms 
and retired from the 
Town of Hardenburgh 
Highway Department in 
2001. 

In his younger years, 
he was very active in 
horse pulling competi-
tions. Always happy to 
impart his expertise and 
skills with horses, big or 
small. 

For many years he 
and Aleta, wife of 40+ 
years, were 4-H Leaders 
in the Fleischmanns 
area. 

Surviving is his wife, 

Aleta (Roberts) Hunter, 
his siblings; Janet Mat-
tice of North Blenheim, 
Rose Bush of Margaret-
ville, John Hunter of 
New Kingston and Betty 
Bailey of Richmond-
ville. He is also survived 
by many nieces and 
nephews. 

Calling hours/visita-
tion for “Uncle Dick” 
will be held Friday 
January 27 from 4-7 
p.m. at Hynes Funeral 
Home, 48 Walnut 
Street, Margaretville. 
The Rev. Richard Dyk-
stra will officiate. 

Interment will be in 
the spring at Bedell 
Cemetery in Fleisch-
manns. 

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests a dona-
tion be made to: Dela-
ware County Clovers 
4-H Club, c/o Ashton 
Grocholl, 88 Turk Hol-
low Rd., Halcott Center, 
NY 12430. 

HALCOTTSVILLE — 
The Halcottsville Fire 
Department (HFD) has 
elected officers for 
2023 at its January 5 
Annual Meeting. 

Election results were: 
Chief, Jeff Slauson; 1st 
Assistant Chief, Toby 
Hubbell; 2nd Assistant 
Chief, Andrew Camil-
lone; Captain, Dan 
Goodell; and Fire Police 
Captain, Christy Good-
ell. 

Also elected were: 
President, Steve Finch; 
Vice President, Anthony 
Camillone Jr.; Treasurer, 
Lilly Golden; Secretary, 
Garth Battista; and 
Member-At-Large to the 
Executive Committee, 
Joe Camillone. 

The departmental re-
port for 2022 showed 
the following results. 
The Halcottsville Fire 
Department responded 

154 Total Calls for Serv-
ice. A breakdown 
shows: 140 - Automatic 
Mutual Aid/Mutual Aid 
calls; 14 – In-District 
calls; 46 percent were 
Medical Assist/Rescue 
calls; 10 percent Fire 
calls; the remainder of 
calls were to assist at 
helicopter landing 
zones and miscella-
neous situations. 

Due to ongoing staff-
ing shortages, the HFD 
is simultaneously dis-
patched to all Margaret-
ville Fire Department 
calls and vice versa. 

Department Pres-
ident Steve Finch com-
mended department 
efforts for their selfless 
efforts. “Thanks to all 
officers and members 
for your efforts, ded-
ication and volunteer 
support!” he com-
mented. 

Halcottsville Fire Deparment 
Elected Officers For New Year

Pine Hill Community Center Monthly Wellness Classes
Classes are Virtual, Unless Noted • Info: pinehillcommunitycenter.org 

ADVERTISE
in the  

Catskills  
Chronicle 

Call  
Gretchen   
Balcom

at  
845 586-6192  

or  
607 435-0795



Won’t You Fly High?

By Brian Sweeney
Here’s something I’ve never heard be-

fore — actually I didn’t hear it — some-
one turning off “Free Bird”! 

This unique occurrence took place in 
a public store. Here’s the scene: the 
Pandora station had been tuned to 
Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young as a trib-
ute to David Crosby, whose death had 
just been announced. If you’ve ever lis-
tened to Pandora radio, you know it’s in-
tended to focus on the artist or band 
you’ve chosen. The music you’ve se-
lected, in theory, will dominate the 
songs played, while the rest of the tunes 
are supposed to reflect a similar sound 
or era. Nice concept. 

On occasion, though, Pandora will 
mix in songs that feel like true head-
shakers. “Why in the world would they 
play this song?” is a common response 
when a tune you’d never select works its 
way into the mix. In these instances, 
there’s a rush to “Thumbs Down” the 
song in hopes that Pandora gets the 
message that it screwed up. In my unof-
ficial experience with such matters, if 
you “Thumbs Down” a song more than 
once, the music service usually takes 
the hint and will not spin that tune 
again. Whew. 

You remember
Which brings us back to “Free Bird.” 

If you’re alive (guessing you are) and 
can hear, there’s a very good chance 
you are familiar with this song. In fact, 
a quick online search regarding this 
tune by the legendary Southern rock 
band Lynyrd Skynyrd reveals it’s in-
cluded in The Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame's 500 Songs that Shaped Rock and 
Roll. It’s number 407 in Rolling Stone's 
500 Greatest Songs of All Time.” I 
thought it would fly much higher.  

If you’ve ever been to a concert of any 
type, there’s a good chance someone 
has hollered out a request for “Free 
Bird.” No matter what kind of show you 
are attending. This request has become 
a cliché, but it’s still kind of funny to 
many folks.  

Get ready
If you need a refresher on “Free Bird,” 

basically it starts out slowly and builds 
in an epic guitar anthem. Played live, it 
typically spanned 10-14 minutes. If you 
like that sort of thing, it’s a truly special 
song. I recall in college more than a few 
times when my friends and I would jam 
out to “Free Bird.” Since we were lack-
ing in musical skills and real guitars, we 
all played tennis racks. We aced it, so to 
speak. 

Like any great tune, “Free Bird” has 
been overplayed. A lot. Truthfully, I 
haven’t intentionally listened to it in 
decades, but I don’t mind hearing it 
when it comes on the radio. That’s why 
I was kind of shocked when the store 
owner applied a negative thumb to the 
song last week. 

“You turned down “Free Bird?” I 
asked in a state of semi-shock. Another 
employee echoed my sentiments. 

Split verdict
The owner — who happens to be our 

daughter — made no apologies. “I heard 
that song too many times growing up. 
She referenced high school dances, but 
I think she was including playback in 
her household, as well. Note: even for 
people who have great rhythm, “Free 
Bird” is not aimed at the dance crowd. I 
think that was the problem. 

Some customers who were on the 
younger side and overheard this conver-
sation, supported our daughter’s deci-
sion to tune out “Free Bird.” I think they 
just all lacked tennis rackets growing 
up. 
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By or against          Town  In Favor of                        Transfer Tax

Delaware County Deed Transfers

Here’s  Here’s  
The ScoopThe Scoop

Charming Riverside Home
MLS#137377

• Walk to Lake Wawaka
• Near Skiing, Golf, Villages
• Lovely Curb Appeal
• 3 BR, 1 Bath
• Library/Study

Offered at $285,000

Sean O'Shaughnessy

SeanO@TimberlandProperties.net

607-287-0030 (c)

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

845-586-3321 x: 22 (o)

continued from E1
mandates for opera-
tions and staffing.  

After learning of the 
daunting financial is-
sues facing Kirkside, of-
ficials at the MARK 
Project, an Arkville-
based economic devel-
opment organization, 
worked with Senator 
James Seward for some 
stopgap funding to help 
Kirkside stay open. In 
2017, when the former 
Kirkside Retirement 
Home could no longer 
sustain operations, the 
MARK Project entered a 
conversation with Dr. 
David Brower, Dean of 
the Business and Hospi-
tality School at SUNY 
Delhi. It was that dis-
cussion that helped re-
imagine the next 
incarnation of Kirkside, 
Ms. Ellsworth recalled. 

In 2018, the property 
was deeded to MARK 
and the organization 
raised funds to embark 
on a regenerative plan-
ning process for the Fu-
ture Inn at Kirkside, an 
experiential learning 
and entrepreneurial in-
cubator for post-gradu-
ate hospitality students, 
a paid Fellowship Pro-
gram. 

When renovations 
are completed, Ms. Ells-
worth explained, 
“Guests of the Inn at 
Kirkside will find a wel-
coming, relaxing, and 
culturally rich experi-
ence in a first-rate lodg-
ing facility situated in 
an iconic historic man-
sion on a Rockwellian 
Main Street in the Cats-
kills. Access to neigh-
boring historic Kirkside 
Park and the East 
Branch of the Delaware 
River are literally right 
outside the door.  

She continued, “The 
culinary experience will 
be developed specifi-
cally to showcase sea-
sonal ingredients from 

area farmers and the 
on-site greenhouse. 
Outdoor recreational 
opportunities are 
boundless, with many 
nearby options for hik-
ing, golf, fishing, skiing, 
kayaking, and canoe-
ing.” 

The MARK Project di-
rector noted that shop-
ping is a short walk 
away or a 10-minute 
drive down a scenic 
byway to Margaretville 
or north to Grand 
Gorge and Stamford. 
She added “The grand-
ness of the Kirkside 
mansion, coupled with 
its exquisite and 
thoughtfully developed 
surrounding properties 
will make the Inn at 
Kirkside a destination 
not only for those seek-
ing culinary tourism-
based vacations, but for 
world-renowned chefs 
and the new generation 
of hospitality entrepre-
neurs who are abandon-
ing larger cities for a 
closer connection to 
their food source and a 
better work-life experi-
ence.” 

More fund-raising
Ms. Ellsworth said 

that funding will be 
needed on top of the 
$1.8 million RESTORE 
NY grant but said the 
funding will allow us to 
put a shovel in the 
ground and get this am-
bitious, but spectacular 
project off the ground.  

Work to date includes 
completion of regener-
ative planning, creation 
of a schematic design, 
and a portion of Design 
Development. With a 
significant amount of 
funding secured, they 
will now head into con-
struction drawings and 
the onset of construc-
tion.  

In addition to the ini-
tial concept, Ms. Ells-
worth pointed out that a 

virtual food hub known 
as the Kirkside Farm 
and Food Connection 
will be woven into the 
program to build a reli-
able system of mutually 
beneficial relationships 
among farmers/pro-
ducers and the hospital-
ity industry. She said 
this concept is currently 
in the beginning stages 
of planning and imple-
mentation. 

The MARK director 
said they expect to have 
a contract with the state 
finalized in the coming 
weeks. Since this is a 
reimbursement pro-
gram, the organization 
has secured a construc-
tion bridge loan from 
Catskill Watershed Cor-
poration to get the proj-
ect underway.  

If everything goes ac-
cording to schedule, 
Ms. Ellsworth antici-
pates the work will re-
quire about two full 
years of continued 
fundraising and con-
struction. Using that 
schedule she is thinking 
December 2025 would 
be a good bet as a com-
pletion date. “But a bet, 
nonetheless,” she cau-
tioned. 

Economic boost
Asked about the an-

ticipated impact of the 
Inn at Kirkside on Rox-
bury and greater area, 
Ms. Ellsworth said it’s 
expected that the posi-
tive results will rever-
berate throughout the 
region. 

She noted that, de-
spite a robust tourism 
economy that capital-
izes on scenic beauty, 
recreational opportuni-
ties, and a rich historic 
heritage, this region 
faces challenges from 
population decline and 
the out-migration of 
young people, creating 
workforce shortages.   

“The rural nature of 

the area, coupled with 
the impact of the 
COVID pandemic, has 
undercut local opportu-
nities for the kinds of 
experiential learning 
that are crucial to the 
hospitality industries.  
In addition, despite a 
hearty foodshed in the 
region, there is still a 
disconnect between 
growers and the hospi-
tality industry,” Ms. 
Ellsworth commented. 

She said that, toward 
this end, the Kirkside 
project will offer a 
number of new jobs, 
but more importantly 
will become an engine 
for ongoing job crea-
tion, “as generations of 
prospective profes-
sionals become innova-
tive entrepreneurs in 
the hospitality and re-
lated industries.” 

With a substantial fi-
nancial commitment in 
from the Restore NY 
Award, Ms. Ellsworth 
pointed out that MARK 
now has a jumping off 
point that will get this 
project underway and 
eventually yield long-
term benefits.  

“We are elated that 
Governor Hochul and 
NY State Empire State 
Development rec-
ognizes this project as 
an economic driver as 
well as an experiential 
learning facility that will 
support the entire hos-
pitality and agricultural 
industry in the Catskills 
and Southern Tier.  

In conclusion, she 
stated, “Imagine the 
Fellow, who participates 
at Kirkside for two 
years then decides to 
open a bakery or a café 
on one of our Main 
Streets? This project 
has unbounded poten-
tial for economic devel-
opment and to help 
address the outmigra-
tion of our younger 
generation.” 

Inn At Kirkside Plans Taking Shape

This rendering shows the kitchen area proposed for the Inn at Kirkside in Roxbury.
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Kane DiBenedetto           HomeFoamInsulation.net 
10+ YEARS EXPERIENCE  |  FULLY INSURED  |  FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SPRAY FOAM

845-594-7413
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Bathrooms • Remodeling • Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows • Insulation

Doors •  Additions • Seamless Gutters

ROOFING EXPERTSROOFING EXPERTS

607-432-8326
800-252-2140

www.thepowellcompany.comwww.thepowellcompany.com

4/26/2020

4/8/2020

4/10/2020

BUSINESS SERVICES
To Promote Your Business, Contact Gretchen Balcom at 607 435-0795

Wheelchair & stretcher transports
Medicaid approved NY DOT # 32940

Circle of Life
Ambulette Services
607 538-1734

SERVING DELAWARE, OTSEGO, SCHOHARIE & HERKIMER COUNTIES

255 Maple Ave                                Fax/Billing 607 538-9681
Hobart NY 13788        circleoflife@stny.rr.com

4/26/2020

4/8/2020

INVEST IN  
YOUR BUSINESS 
CALL GRETCHEN 845 586-6192 

TO ADVERTISE HERE

Proudly Serving Delaware, Ulster & Surrounding Counties

Route 28, Fleischmanns, NY 12430 
www.BelleayreRealty.com

845 254-4111

40th year providing personalized service to buyers and sellers

Nature Lover’s Paradise! 2,100+ sq. ft. 
2+ BD/2 BA contemporary cedar-sided chalet hidden away on 26+ acres of 

rolling meadowland & mature de-ciduous & pine forest overlooking your 

own huge pond & natural wetland wildlife preserve. 

26’ great room, 14’ plank and beam ceiling, fireplace, oak, terra cotta 

& slate floors, open floor plan ideal for entertaining, stainless kitchen, 24’ 

den w/plank walls harvested and custom milled from trees right off the 

property, 20’ heated solarium, Whirlpool tub, huge wraparound deck with 

beautiful views of Windham & Hunter Mountains, landscaped grounds 

and mature plantings. 

Oversized 2 car garage & shop heated with woodstove & studio spaces 

loft above overlooking Windham Mountain. Plus, cozy one room cabin w/

sleeping loft tucked away in the pine forest at meadow’s edge, woodshed & 

3 mini barns for all of your toys.  Hidden away in Gilboa, just minutes to 

Mine Kill State Park & about 30 mi-nutes to Windham, Hunter, Plattekill & 

Belleayre Mountain ski centers. $539,000 

Spacious 6 bedroom, 3 bath 1,700 sq. ft. 
c. 1920s owner-occupied home with fire-
place on 1+ country acre less than a mile
to Belleayre Mountain. This Cape-style
home features a propane gas kitchen, 
knotty-pine paneled formal dining room 
with wood burning brick fireplace, a living 
room with an adjoining enclosed rear porch 
and front porch, forced hot air oil heat, well 
& septic. This "Diamond in the Rough" is 
being sold in "As Is" condition, needs TLC 
but has great potential for the perfect ski 
home or Airbnb investment property!
$1 ,000. 

IDEAL SKI HOUSE!
ADVENT CHRISTIAN  

MARGARETVILLE  
ADVENT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH                                                                            
109 Maple Street, 
Margaretville, NY  12455                                                                                                
845-586-4601                                                                                                                                               
Sunday Worship  
Service, 11am                                                                                                                
Bible Study  
Wednesday 6 pm, April-No-
vember  

BAPTIST 
STAMFORD BAPTIST 
CHURCH                                                                                                                             
40 Lake Street,  
Stamford NY 12167                                                                                                                
(607) 607 652-3713                                                                                                                  
Sunday School, 9:45 AM, 
Worship 11:00 AM                                                                                                           
Pastor Waylen Bray:  
Associate Pastor Shawn 
Frazer                                                                                              
We are here to help! 

CATHOLIC
ST. ANNE’S MISSION 
CHURCH 
375 Main Street, Andes, NY 
13731 
Phone: 838 910 9889 
Mass on Sunday at 12 pm 

ST. PHILIP NERI  
MISSION CHURCH 
State Highway 30, Grand 
Gorge, NY 12434 
Phone: 838 910-9889 
Mass Sunday 8am   
Reconciliation is offered 
Sundays 7:30-8:00 am 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
543 Main Street, Margaret-
ville, NY 12455 
Phone: 838 910 9889 
Masses: Sun. at 10 am, 
Tuesday at 12, Wednesday 
at 9am 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
27 Harper Street, Stamford, 
NY 12167 
Phone: 838 910 9889 
Masses: Saturday 4:30, 
Thursday 12:00pm, Friday 
9:00am 
Reconciliation is offered 
Saturdays 3:30-4:15pm 

Worship Service Directory

    Worship Service  
Directory 

Sponsored By

A Time and A Place 
digital magazine.  Cov-
ering business stories, 
columns, events, book   
reviews, pet care and 
the Delaware County 
Chamber of Com-
merce newsletter.  Visit 
www.atimeandaplace-
magazine.com    

A go-to publication 
on where to shop, 
dine, play and do.  
Choose to sign-up to 
receive it monthly in 
your inbox. 
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CHRISTIAN CENTER
 – CONTEMPORARY  
CATSKILL MOUNTAIN 
CHRISTIAN CENTER 
629 Main St. Margaretville, 
NY 12455                                                                                                        
845-586-4848                                                                                                                                                                         
Our service time is 10 am 
Sundays     

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Saint James Church  
Lake Delaware 
55 Lake Delaware Drive 
Delhi, NY 13753 
(607) 832-4401 
Sunday Mass, 10 am 

ORTHODOX CHURCH
SAINT HERMAN OF 
ALASKA ORTHODOX 
CHURCH / CLOUD-BEAR-
ING MOUNTAIN RETREAT 
CENTER 
1714 Mountain Brook Road, 
Bovina, NY   
13740  
Phone: 607 326-0052                                                                                                                                                                       
Sundays 10 am: Holy days, 
classes and      retreats as 
announced                                                  

info@cbmountain.org       
www.cbmountain.org    
                                                                            
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
MARGARETVILLE –  
NEW KINGSTON  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

October - May 
169 Orchard Street 
Margaretville NY 12455 
May-October 
5177 County Hwy 6 
New Kingston NY 12459 
Sunday Service 9.30 am. 
Tel: 845-586-4567 

REFORMED CHURCH                                                          
JAY GOULD MEMORIAL  

REFORMED CHURCH                                                                               
53837 NY Highway 30,  
Roxbury, NY  12474                                                                                                           
Phone: (607) 326-7101                                                                                                                                                                         
Time of Service  
9:30 am Sunday  
Rev. Richard Dykstra      

                                                                                                                  
PRATTSVILLE  

REFORMED  CHURCH                                                                                                                      
14630 Main Street, Pratts-
ville, NY  12468                                                                                                        
Phone : (607) 326-7101                                                                                                                      
Sunday Worship 11 am  
Rev. Richard Dykstra       

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

ANDES UMC                                                                                                                                      
327 Lower Main Street, 
Andes NY 13731                                                                                                 
10:30 am Sundays 

HALCOTT UMC                                                                                                                                  
42 Bouton Road,    
Halcott NY 12430                                                                                                 
9:00 am Sundays 

MARGARETVILLE UMC                                                                                                                     
55 Church Street,  
Margaretville NY 12455                                                                                             
10:30 am Sundays 

ROXBURY UMC                                                                                                                                 
53761 State Highway 30, 
Roxbury NY 12474                                                                                                         
9:00 am Sundays 

42812  State Hwy. 28 
Arkville, NY 12406
Fax: 845-586-2441



Saturday, January 28
1053 Gallery in Fleischmanns pleased 

to present Departures, curated by Lind-
say Comstock, a survey of work made in 
response to the pandemic by twenty-four 
New York artists. An opening reception is 
set for Saturday, Jan. 28 from 4-7 p.m. 
The show will run through March 12. The 
works, most of which were created in 
2020 or 2021, and many of which have 
never been viewed publicly, mark a de-
parture from previous modes of art-mak-
ing, which span the mediums of painting, 
photography, sculpture and music. The 
gallery is located at 1053 Main Street, 
Fleischmanns. Info at: 1053gallery.com, 
phone 845 254-3461. 

Through Feb. 12 
Longyear Gallery of Margaretville is 

featuring a “Members’ Winter Group Ex-
hibit,” a new group show featuring the art 
of all Longyear Gallery Members. the ex-
hibit runs through Sunday, February 12.  
Info: longyeargallery.org, or call 845 586-
3270. Longyear Gallery is in The Com-
mons, 785 Main Street, Margaretville. 

Tuesdays through February 21
Writers in the Mountains (WIM) pres-

ents Modern Love, a six-week creative 
writing workshop with Elizabeth Koster, 
January 17 – February 21, 2023. The 
class will be held online Tuesdays, from 
12 noon to 2 pm. Once you register and 
pay, you will be given instructions on how 
to join the class. column.  To register for 
this class, e-mail writersinthemoun-
tains@gmail.com. To register online, visit 
writersinthemountains.org. Class fee is 
$1 Limited to 10 students. 

Through March 4
Liberal Arts Roxbury  is hosting Phil's 

Ghost, an exhibition of album art honor-
ing the late Phillip Lenihan, owner of the 
gallery under its previous entities, Orphic 
Gallery and the 8-Track Museum. Phil's 
Ghost is curated this year by Film Direc-
tor and Producer Roger Ross Williams. 
The show runs through Marchl. Located 
at 53525, State Highway 30, Roxbury.  E-
nal info@liberalarts roxbury.com. 
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FLEISCHMANNS — 
1053 Gallery is pleased 
to present Departures, 
curated by Lindsay 
Comstock, a survey of 
work made in response 
to the pandemic by 24 
New York artists.  An 
opening reception is set 
for Saturday, Jan. 28 
from 4-7 p.m.  

The works, most of 
which were created in 
2020 or 2021, and 
many of which have 
never been viewed pub-
licly, mark a departure 
from previous modes of 
art-making, which span 
the mediums of paint-
ing, photography, sculp-
ture and music.  

As the seismic 
changes and uncer-
tainty of the external 
world began to filter 
into the material, emo-
tional and psychic 
realms, artists turned to 
new ways of expressing 
and creating. While 
some worked with 
found objects and 
ephemera, reclaiming 
old materials or becom-
ing curious about new 
media, others turned in-
ward, considering the 
stillness of intimate 
spaces. Some worked 
with a newfound sense 
of freedom, abandoning 
formal constraints, 
while others reacted in-
stinctually, reverting to 
primary tools of crea-
tion.  

Inspiration
The “tarp-blue” hue 

of house paint piqued 
one artist’s curiosity 
when she found it diffi-
cult to procure her 
usual media. Two artists 
who’d primarily painted 
in black and white 
turned to color, but only 
briefly. A new mother 
rocked her baby and 
captured light moving 
across a room.  

Another artist cut up 
her mother’s wedding 
dress and worked the 
fabric into thick oil 
paint. A poet became 
immersed in collage-
making as society be-
came further fractured. 
A painter worked with 
the concept of a Boltz-
mann Cafe named for a 
physics theory that tor-
tured him in college. A 
musician who’d spent 
much of his life touring 
found solace in creating 
solo compositions. A 
photographer-turned-

writer was inspired to 
pick up her camera 
again. A sculptor gave 
new life to downed 
highway road signs. 
Sticks became wands.  

The survey, hung 
salon-style, and on view 
during the coldest 
months in the Catskills, 
encapsulates a season 
in human history we’ve 
yet to understand. 

The artists
Participating artists 

include: Sue Bellamy, 
Arjun Bruggeman, Re-
becca Chamberlain, 
Lindsay Comstock, 
Eddie Donoghue, Lis-
beth Firmin, Nick 
Flynn, Tad Flynn, Jack 
Foster, Claire Gilliam, 
Sharon Horvath, Kat 
Hunt, Emily Johnston, 
Janice La Motta, Amy 
Masters, Bea Ortiz, Tom 
Pappas, Corey Presha, 
Kate Quarfordt, Chris-
tie Scheele, Marie Vick-
erilla, Paul Weil, Jesse 
Lee Wilson and Monte 
Wilson. 

About 1053 Gallery: 
Founded in 2021, 1053 
Gallery joins the bur-
geoning contemporary 
art scene in The Cats-
kills region of Upstate 
New York. Representing 
the multidisciplinary 

work of emerging and 
mid-career artists, the 
gallery aspires to 
bridge the gap between 
the rural and cosmopol-
itan, inviting com-
munity engagement and 
international appeal.  

‘Departures’ Lands At 1053 Gallery

This work by Paul Weil is among the fea-
tured pieces in the new “Departures” show 
opening January 28 at the 1053 Gallery in 
Fleischmanns.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

LEGAL  
NOTICES

MARGARETVILLE.
Charming, 2 BR, 2 bath 
home, walk to village. Pri-
vate, secluded but close 
to everything, including 
the hospital. Available Dec 
1st. Unfurnished $1,000 
or furnished $1,500. Util-
ities separate. First 
month, last month, one 
month security. No pets, 
no smoking. Perfect for 
professionals. Includes 
washer, dryer, and dish-
washer. 203-482-4719. 

MAIN STREET OF-
FICE/RETAIL SPACE
available.  Prime turn key 
location in the Village of 
Fleischmanns with 640 sq 
ft., onsite parking, stor-
age, and creekside ac-
cess. $900 per month, 
includes utilities. Please 
call Village Clerk @ 845-
254-5514. 

ONE-BEDROOM APT. 
Pine Hill near Belleayre 
Lake. 2nd floor, gorgeous 
views, wall-to-wall carpet-
ing, laundry room on 

ground floor. Parking 
space, trash removal, 
water, lawn care, snow 
plowing includedin rent of 
$1,200/month. Available 
January 1st.  607 326-
7713. 

HELP WANTED - Part-
time mechanic. Tires and 
Service. B&D Motors, 885 
Main Street, Margaretville 
845 586-3253.     D9TFC 

LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE TO REFUR-
BISH GE 4-line business 
phones.  Approximately 
10 phones.  Please call 
Janet 607-588-7788. 

KING SIZE IDLE 
HAVEN MATTRESS — 
12" Cooling Gel Memory 
Foam,Out of the box, but 
never slept on. Located in 
Fleischmanns (917) 804-
0712             JA13tfC 

FOR RENT

HELP  
WANTED

POLICE NEWS

NOTICE
The Annual Financial 

Report for fiscal year end-
ing May 31, 2022 for the 
Village of Margaretville 
was filed with the Office of 
the State Comptroller on 
January 11, 2023. The re-
port is on file and avail-
able for review in the 
Office of the Village Clerk 
located in the Gottfried 
Building, 773 Main Street, 
Margaretville, NY be-
tween the hours of 9 am 
and 12 noon and 1 pm 
and 3 pm weekdays. 

Beth Bush, 
Treasurer 

Ja27C 

BOWLING NEWS

42366 NY-28 Arkville 
TheArkBowl@aol.com 

845 586-2695

Bowling • Dining • Bar • Music
www.TheArkBowl.com

Team Name W L
Spillian 41 15 
ROI 36 20 
JK Tinting 31.5 24.5 
JM Lawncare 30 26 
Better Late Than Never 29.5 26.5 
Bye 0 56 

High Game
Jessica Watson 179,  
Dolores Kestler 166,  
Sue Wixon 159 

High Series
Jeannette Thompson 437, 
Jessica Watson 425,  
Birgitta Brophy 410

Classifieds 
Sell! 

Call  
Gretchen: 

845 586-6192

FOR SALE

MARGARETVILLE 
 CENTRAL SCHOOL  

NOTICE OF VACANCY  
SCHOOL TAX COLLECTOR

  
  Margaretville Central School District has an 
opening for a School Tax Collector to collect 
taxes during the months of September, October 
and November.  Candidates interested in the po-
sition should call the District Office for an appli-
cation at 845-586-2647, Ext. 103 and speak to 
Beth E. Teuber, District Secretary.  

WE'RE HIRING
Conscientious individual(s) to show proper 
attention and effort toward assisting the 
growth & development of the trees in our 
tree Nursery located in the Andes/Delhi 
area. $25.00 per hour.   
Call: 845 676-4364  Mon-Fri.  8am-4pm.

DELHI — Delaware 
County Sheriff Craig S. 
DuMond has an-
nounced the arrest of a 
33-year-old Irina Iri-
mescu of Hancock. 

On Tuesday morning, 
January 24, while con-
ducting an eviction at a 
residence in the Village 
of Hancock, Deputies 
made contact with the 
Irina Irimescu who had 
an active Delaware 
County Family Court 
Warrant for her arrest. 

Deputies arrested Iri-
mescu, transporting her 
to Delaware County 
Family Court where she 
was released on her 
own recognizance, and 
directed to return to 
Family Court at a later 
date for further court 
proceedings. 

Sheriff DuMond has 
reported the arrest of a 
Hilton, NY, resident for 
driving with a sus-
pended New York State 
Driver’s license. 

On Saturday night, 
January 22, Sheriff’s 
Deputies observed a ve-
hicle traveling on State 
Highway 206 in the 
Town of Hancock, at 86 
mph in a posted 55 
mph zone. Upon con-
ducting a traffic stop, 
Deputies identified the 
driver of the vehicle as 
19-year-old Jaden Whit-
field of Hilton. A check 
of Whitfield’s driver’s li-
cense revealed that his 
driving privileges were 
suspended in the State 
of New York.    

Deputies sub-
sequently arrested 
Whitfield and issued 
him uniformed traffic 
tickets for Aggravated 
Unlicensed Operation 
of a Motor Vehicle in 
the Third Degree, and 
failing to surrender NYS 
License to DMV, both 
unclassified misde-
meanors’, as well as Un-
licensed Operator, 
Speed in 55 mph zone, 
obstructed view, and 
obstructed license 
plate, all violations of 
the New York State ve-
hicle and traffic law. 

Whitfield was re-
leased on the uniformed 
traffic tickets and is 
scheduled to appear in 
the Town of Hancock 
Court at a later date to 
answer the charge. 

Arrest warrant
Sheriff DuMond has 

announced the arrest of 
34-year-old Jessica Ar-
nott of Queens. 

 On the afternoon of 
January 17, Delaware 
County Sheriff’s Dep-
uties were notified that  
Jessica Arnott was cur-
rently at the Delaware 
County Family Court 
with regards to surren-
dering herself on an ac-
tive Delaware County 
Family Court Arrest 
Warrant.  

Arnott, who was sub-
sequently arrested for 
the Arrest Warrant out 
of Delaware County 
Family Court for vio-
lations of Article 10 of 

the Family Court Act. 
 Arnott was arraigned 

on the active Arrest 
Warrant, in Delaware 
County Court where she 
was committed to the 
Custody of the Dela-
ware County Correc-
tional Facility pending 
further appearance in 
court at a later date to 
answer the charges. 

Sheriff DuMond has 
reported the arrest of 
33-year-old Amber As-
trologo of Sidney. 

On the afternoon of 
January 17, Delaware 
County Sheriff’s Dep-
uties responded to a 
911 call for a one-car 
motor vehicle accident 
on County Highway 44 
in the Town of Sidney. 

 Deputies interviewed 
the driver of the vehicle 
who was identified as 
Amber Astrologo and a 
driver’s license check 
revealed that she had a 
suspended driver’s li-
cense due to insurance 
not in effect.  

Deputies sub-
sequently arrested As-
trologo, charging her 
with one count Aggra-
vated Unlicensed Oper-
ator in the Third 
Degree, an Unclassified 
Misdemeanor of the 
New York State Vehicle 
and Traffic Law. Astrol-
ogo was additionally is-
sued citations for 
Unlicensed Operator 
and Speed not Reason-
able and Prudent both 
violations of the New 
York State Penal Law. 

Astrologo was then 
directed to appear in 
the Town of Sidney 
Court at a later date to 
answer for said 
charges.   

Delaware County 
Sheriff’s Deputies this 
week arrested of a Bur-
dett, NY resident for 
driving with a sus-
pended registration. 

On Monday night, 
January 22, Sheriff’s 
Deputies were patrol-
ling on State Highway 
10 in the Town of Ham-
den when a hit on a Li-
cense Plate Reader of a 
vehicle revealed a Sus-
pended Registration. 
Upon conducting a traf-
fic stop, Deputies iden-
tified the driver of the 
vehicle as 48-year-old 
Ian Barry of Burdett. A 
check of Barry’s vehicle 
registration was in fact 
suspended, due to In-
surance Lapse in the 
State of New York.    

Deputies sub-
sequently arrested 
Barry and issued him 
uniformed traffic 
tickets for Operating a 
Motor Vehicle with a 
Suspended/Revoked 
Registration, an unclas-
sified misdemeanor, and 
Obstructed Plate, a Vio-
lation of the New York 
State vehicle and traffic 
law. Barry was released 
on the uniformed traffic 
tickets and is scheduled 
to appear in the Town 
of Hamden Court at a 
later date to answer the 
charge. 

SHOP  
SMALL! 

Support 
Your  
Local  

Business  
Community

TSN DOCUMENT 
SERVICES CORP.

Local Grand 
Gorge office looking 
for seasoned office 
assistant versed in 
Microsoft office suite 
and customer serv-
ice.  Detailed 
oriented & enjoys a 
professional pro-
gressive working en-
vironment.  Wish list 
includes 2nd lan-
guage and Notary li-
cense.  Website: 
t i t l e s e r v i c e . u s 
$18/hr. part-time.  

Call Janet  
607-588-7788  
noon-4:30pm

Classifieds 
Sell! 
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HAMDEN — Catskills 
Agrarian Alliance 
(CAA), a new 501(c)3 
organization, is a com-
prehensive food sov-
ereignty project in 
Delaware, Otsego, and 
Schoharie counties in 
New York State.  

The decade-old en-
deavor, first known as 
the Lucky Dog Food 
Hub and then The 607 
CSA, expanded pro-
gramming in response 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and now aims to 
ensure food security in 
the NYC foodshed by 
scaling to meet markets 
through collaboration. 

CAA’s operations fall 
into the following cate-
gories: 

• We grow food sus-
tainably at Star Route 
Farm and incubate new 
farmers 

• We facilitate re-
gional land access and 
stewardship, in 2022/3 
preserving 300 acres of 
prime farmland in Dela-

ware county for the 
next generation of 
farmers 

• We help 40+ local 
farms and food pro-
ducers sell their food to 
schools, businesses, 
and households through 
our CSA and wholesale 
programs 

• We fundraise to 
buy food to donate to 
local pantries and mu-
tual-aid organizations 

• We provide truck-
ing and logistics serv-
ices for partner farms 

CAA’s impacts to date 
include: 

• Collaboration ac-
ross 40+ small-scale 
family farms connected 
to The 607 CSA, provid-
ing direct-to-consumer 
food to more than 700 
households in the Cats-
kills region and in NYC 

•Approximately four 
tons of sustainably pro-
duced, nutritious, local 
produce, dairy, eggs, 
meat, baked goods, 
grains, legumes and 

value-added goods are 
distributed  weekly. 

Farm to institution
• C o l l a b o r a t i o n 

with27 K-12 schools in 
the area to distribute 
over 30,000 pounds of 
local food during the 
2022-23 school year 

• Partnerships with 
the DCMO and BT 
BOCES school districts, 
distributing local food 
from The 607 CSA part-
ner farms to 42,000 stu-
dents 

• Partnership with 
the Business & Hospi-
tality Management at 
SUNY Delhi NY to de-
velop a local tomato 
sauce with produce 
from the Amish com-
munity that will replace 
all non-local tomato 
sauce in 12 school dis-
tricts in 2023 

Land access
• Connection and ca-

pacity building services 
to further land access 

opportunities for Queer, 
Trans, Black, Indige-
nous, People of Color 
who face systemic bar-
riers in terms of acces-
sing agricultural land 

• Development of a 
local (c)2 for the 
Greater Northern Cats-
kills Agrarian Commons 
alongside American 
Farmland Trust and 
Agrarian Trust, preserv-
ing 300 acres of prime 
farmland in Delaware 
county for the next gen-
eration of farmers 

Mutual aid
• Deep connection 

and community build-
ing with 22 mutual aid 
organizations each 
serving hundreds of 
families weekly, with a 
mission towards food 
justice and sovereignty 

• Star Route Farm 
alone has produced 
more than 17,500 
pounds of nutrient 
dense fresh produce do-
nated to mutual aid or-

ganizations in 2022 
• CAA is actively 

seeking funding to 
maintain its current op-
erations and support 
our donative work. 

Partner comments
“CAA understands 

that food systems work 
is more than creating 
short term solutions — 
it's about building part-
nerships and networks 
that are interconnected 
and sustainable.” 

— Hannah Rion, 
Rural Food and Health 
Network 

“While we’ve seen 
large programs enacted 

broadly without any in-
tent of supporting those 
who slip through their 
cracks, Catskills Agrar-
ian Alliance has proven 
to be an inspiring and 
powerful alternative.”   

— Bushwick Ayuda 
Mutua 

“They are more than 
just a vendor, they are 
partners in our work to 
feed kids local, nutri-
tious food.” 

— Maryssa Schlough, 
Farm to School Coordi-
nator, Sydney Central 
School District 

For more infor-
mation, visit: catskill-
sagrarianalliance.org 

Catskills Agrarian Alliance: Fostering A Healthy & Just Food System 

DELHI — A WE'RE 
HIRING! Job Fair is set 
for Thursday, March 23, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. at ONC BOCES 
Northern Catskills Oc-
cupational Center in 
Grand Gorge. 

Connect with moti-
vated high school jun-
iors and seniors for full, 
part-time, and summer 
employment. Meet 
adults who are eager to 
return to work. 

Be prepared to inter-
view applicants, accept 
resumes, discuss cur-
rent job openings, and 
offer advice about how 
to prepare for employ-
ment with your com-
pany. 

A $25 registration fee 
for employers includes 
a six-foot table, two 
chairs, refreshments 
during the event, and 
lunch for two people. 
Electric service is lim-
ited and will be as-
signed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

Event Schedule:
8:30 - 9:30 a.m.: Ex-

hibitor set up 
9:30-11 a.m.: Area 

schools will transport 
high school seniors to 
event. BOCES students 
will attend.  

11-11:45 a.m.: Lunch 
will be provided to all 
exhibitors 

12:00 - 1:30 p.m.: 
Area schools will trans-
port high school juniors 
to event. BOCES stu-
dents will attend. 

Note: The fair is open 
to adult job seekers 
from 9:30 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. 

Getting word out
Promotion of the 

event will include radio 
announcements, print 
advertising, social 
media posts, and e-
mails sent directly to 
job seekers. 

To maximize promo-
tion of your participa-
tion, please register by 
March 10.  

The WE'RE HIRING! 
in-person job fair is a 
collaborative effort of 
Otsego-Northern Cats-
kills BOCES, CDO 
Workforce, and the 
Delaware County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

To register for the 
Job Fair online via the 
Delaware County 
Chamber of Commerc, 
please visit: delaware-
county.org

Job Fair Set 
For March 23 

At Grand Gorge
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STRONG OPPOSITION TO SEWARD SOLAR
NEW SHARON SPRINGS TRUSTEE

Cobleskill Briefs 
Do you have any events you’d like to see featured in the Cobleskill Herald? Let us

know at cobleskillherald@gmail.com. 
Senior Congregate Meal Sites Open

Local residents are invited to enjoy socialization and a hot meal at 12 noon at one of
Schoharie County Office for the Aging’s congregate meal sites:

-Jefferson (Tues./Wed./Thurs.), Community Center, Rte. 10)
-Sharon Springs (Mon./Wed./Fri.), Firehouse, Beechwood Rd.).
Reserve a meal by calling Schoharie County OFA at 518-295-2001 the day before you want

to go. A suggested donation is accepted from those 60 years old and older. Under age 60?
You’re welcome to participate and will be charged a set fee.

Canajoharie – Annual Wintergreen Winterfest
The Village of Canajoharie Parks and Rec Committee in conjunction with the Canajoharie

Village Board are hosting the third annual Wintergreen Winterfest 2023 on Saturday, January
28th from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Hosted at Wintergreen Park, this event is for all ages.

Sharon – Town Board
The Sharon Town Board will be holding its monthly meeting on Wednesday, February 1st

at 6:30 PM at the Sharon Town Office. Meetings are also available for viewing on the
SCHOPEG website.

Narcan Training
Head Start preschool will be presenting a Narcan Training on Wednesday February 1st

@ 8:30 at 114 Lark St. Cobleskill with Dave Desando Schoharie County trainer.
The training is open to the public and will be followed with a Family Support meeting

presented by SCCASA Family Support Navigator Chrystal Bushnell and Recovery Coach
Tom Moran. If you have any questions call 518 605 3867

Carlisle – Town Board
The Carlisle Town Board will be holding its monthly meeting on Wednesday, February 1st

at 7:00 PM at Town Hall.
New York Grown & Certified Workshop

The Schoharie Economic Enterprise Corp. (SEEC), in partnership with the Schoharie
County Office for Agricultural Development, Mohawk Valley Economic Development District,
Inc. (MVEDD), and the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets is holding a
New York Grown & Certified Workshop on Wednesday, February 15th from 11:00 AM to 3:00
PM at SEEC headquarters, located at 287 Main Street in Schoharie. For more information
and registration, please visit www.seecny.org.

Summit – Poker Run Benefit
The Summit Sno-Riders Inc. will be hosting their annual poker run for Helios Care on

Saturday, February 25th, 9:00 AM, at the Summit Conservation Club. All proceeds raised go
to Helios Care, followed by a ham dinner at the Club. This is a snow or no snow event.

OFA and The Gathering Place Offer Grab & Go Meals
Healthy and nutritious meals are now available to anyone aged 60 and above, daily (M-F)

at The Gathering Place 50 Plus Community Center, 127 Kenyon Rd., Cobleskill. Each person
may make a suggested $4 voluntary contribution for a meal. Individuals must order meals 24
hours in advance by calling the Office for the Aging (OFA) at 518-295-2001. Meals will be
available daily beginning at 11 A.M. One can take meals home to eat or stay at the Center and
enjoy them with company. Monthly meal menus are available at The Center’s front desk or by
contacting OFA.

CRCS Considers SRO
By Joshua Walther
COBLESKILL - On

Monday evening, the
CRCS Board of Education
heard remarks from the
Schoharie County Sher-
iff’s Office on a possible
contract for a School Re-
source Officer.

A School Resource Of-
ficer, or SRO, is an armed
police officer on campus
that’s certified to be an
instructor and has a min-
imum of three years of
experience with the Sher-
iff’s Office. 

The aim of the program
would be to provide safety
to the school as well as
educate both the students
and staff in any capacity
that they can, likely pro-
viding presentations on
shooting scenarios and
drugs.

“He is effectively a staff
member,” said Undersh-
eriff Bruce Baker. He went
on to explain that the SRO
would have their own of-
fice space and be open
as a resource for students
to use at their discretion. 

CRCS would be follow-
ing in the footsteps of
Schoharie Central School,
who have implemented a
similar program over the
course of the past few
months. Mr. Baker con-
tinually referred to them

as an isolated case study
throughout the confer-
ence, backing his argu-
ment for an SRO with
positive statistics of
change in student behav-
ior and wellbeing.

Mr. Baker also sought
to quell any nerves or
fears about the program,
running through a list of
what an SRO cannot do. 

The officer, while still
certified and trained as a
police officer, is not on a
school campus to act in a
law enforcement capacity.
They’re not equipped to
closely monitor students
or make arrests if a crime
should occur. Discipline
is carried out solely
through the school or an-
other officer if something
bigger should happen.

Instead, the SRO is pres-
ent to provide a positive
interaction with students
and faculty, seeking to
bridge the divide between
the general population
and law enforcement
agencies. According to
Mr. Baker, being armed
does not take away from
this, saying “The gun isn’t
a hang-up for students.”

While the Board seemed
interested in the prospect
of an SRO for the district,
technicality concerns soon
arose surrounding pricing

and the distance between
each of the CRCS schools.

“We are not here look-
ing to make money,” said
Mr. Baker. He explained
that they would only
charge the school enough
to cover any new hire
rates and benefits, which
rounds out to an $80,000
flat rate charge with $50
per hour for overtime.

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Matthew Sickles agreed
that it was a good price
for an SRO, attesting that
he had worked within dis-
tricts that spent upwards
of $200,000 for the same
program.

However, Mr. Baker
agreed that the isolated
schools were a problem.
In Schoharie, the SRO can
walk the entire campus
and check on all of the
schools at once, but
there’s much more dis-
tance to consider with the
CRCS district.

He suggested that the
SRO program would start
within the high school
and be run as a test proj-
ect, then they could adjust
accordingly. The Board
agreed that the technical-
ities would have to be
stomped out in negotia-
tions.

At the end of the con-
ference, the Board

thanked Mr. Baker for his
time and promised to take

the matter into full con-
sideration, tabling their

final decision for a later
date.

DEC Sounds Alarm on 
Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease
By Jennifer Patterson
The New York State De-

partment of Environmental
Conservation is asking the
public, especially hunters,
to help protect wild rabbit
and hare populations across
the state.

With big game seasons
at an end, there are a num-
ber of small game hunting
opportunities open, and
hunters can help the DEC
better manage wildlife by
reporting their observations
and harvests. 

The department is col-
lecting information about
the snowshoe hare, fox,
squirrels, weasels, marten,
fisher, bobcat and otter. Ac-
cording to officials, the data
helps the DEC better un-
derstand the distributions
of these more elusive
furbearer and small game
species, improving its ability
to more adequately manage
them.

The DEC is also sounding
the alarm about rabbit he-
morrhagic disease virus 2
(RHDV2), a highly lethal
and easily transmissible dis-
ease that impacts rabbits
and hares. It is spread
through direct contact be-
tween rabbits or contami-
nated materials, including
hunting equipment and
shoes.

Although the disease does
not pose a risk to humans
or other species, it is ex-
tremely hardy and able to
survive freezing tempera-
tures and remain contagious
on surfaces for three
months. 

The original strain of rab-
bit hemorrhagic disease
virus (RHVD) was detected
in 1984 and only affects
domesticated or European
rabbits. In 2010, a new
strain, RHDV2, was identi-
fied and can infect North
American species of wild
rabbits and hares in addition
to domestic rabbits. 

In 2018, RHDV2 was de-
tected in pet rabbits in the
U.S., and in 2020, the dis-
ease jumped to wild rabbits
and hares in the Southwest,
where it spread to six states
in four months. That same

year, RHDV2 killed domestic
rabbits at a veterinary prac-
tice in New York City, and
in 2021, a case was reported
in Montgomery County. 

Rabbits infected with
RHDV2 often show few or
no symptoms. Infected wild
rabbits are simply found
dead, sometimes with blood
around the nose. Domestic
rabbits may develop a fever
and die suddenly within 12
to 36 hours after infection,
or they may survive longer
and develop anorexia, red-
dening of the eyes, or res-
piratory symptoms. 

If RHDV2 enters the
state’s wild rabbit and hare
populations – likely through
domestic rabbits, interna-
tionally imported rabbit

products or people who
travel to outbreak areas – it
could be impossible to con-
trol and result in significant
population declines through
the state, including extinction
of the vulnerable New Eng-
land cottontail.

Wild rabbits and hares
fulfill a vital ecosystem func-
tion as a key food source
for many predators. To pro-
tect New York’s wildlife, the
DEC says it’s critical to pre-
vent RHDV2 from being in-
troduced into the state. 

For a list of ways to help
protect wild rabbits and
hares, as well as domesti-
cated breeds, go to
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/
wildlife_pdf/rhdv2factsheet.p
df.

Esperance Man
Arrested on 

Multiple Charges
On January 12, 2023,

at about 4:38 p.m. State
Police of Princetown re-
sponded to the Stewarts
Shop in Esperance, for
the report of an unwanted
person at the location.
The suspect was identified
as Robert J. Alexander,
34, of Esperance, who
was no longer permitted
at the store due to sus-
pected past thefts.
Alexander had left the lo-
cation, but patrols stopped
him on Charleston Street
in Esperance. Alexander’s
vehicle was uninspected,

uninsured, and he did not
have a valid driver’s li-
cense.  Alexander was ar-
rested for Driving While
Intoxicated, Aggravated
Unlicensed Operator in
the First Degree, and oth-
er violations of the Vehicle
and Traffic laws. He was
transported to SP Prince-
town for processing,
where he refused to pro-
vide a sample to determine
the alcohol content of his
blood.  Alexander has pre-
vious DWI convictions in
the last ten years. He was
arraigned at the Esper-
ance Town Court and re-
manded to the Schoharie
County Correctional Fa-
cility in lieu of $10,000
cash, $25,000 bond, or
$35,000 partially secured
bond.

(C)

753 E Main St
Cobleskill 
NY 12043 
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COFFEE IN COBY

War in Europe XLII
By Timothy Knight
Since this column’s in-

ception almost a year ago,
we have spent a consid-
erable amount of time
discussing the differences
between “Old” and “New”
Europe, specifically in re-
lation to the Russo-
Ukrainian War that has
consumed the continent
since last February.

Whereas the Old Eu-
ropean nations of France,
Germany, and Italy have
been reluctant to cast the
war in definitive terms
and provide Kyiv with the
necessary offensive
weaponry in a timely fash-
ion, the New European
countries of Czechia,
Poland, and Slovakia
(along with the Baltic
states) that lived under
Soviet Union oppression
for generations see mod-
ern Russian aggression
clearly and support a ro-
bust military response in
support of liberating
Ukraine.

This difference between
Old and New Europe is
starkest with the topic of
supplying Ukraine with
Leopard 2 tanks. Manu-
factured in Germany, the
Leopards are Europe’s
premier tank in terms of
military capacity and re-
pair accessibility (while
the American M1 Abrams
is comparable, little in-
frastructure exists in Eu-
rope for repairs), yet a
snafu has plagued their

transfer to Ukrainian
forces: the Germans
themselves, much to the
chagrin of Poland and
the Baltic states.

Before proceeding, I
want to express a note
of sympathy for the Ger-
man position: excuses
weren’t permitted in re-
sponse to World War Two
by either the German
people or government.
Instead, they accepted
and took ownership of
their father’s crimes, in
particular against the
Jewish people and the
Russian state. There is a
reluctance to embrace
militarism, and while I
have personally described
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz as “feckless,” it is
more complex than that.

However, my sympathy
is limited. While I can
appreciate a German re-
luctance to militarily en-
gage – and it is arguably
for Europe’s best interest
that they don’t – I have
no stomach for Chancel-
lor Scholz emulating
Neville Chamberlain’s
weakness towards Putin.

Neither does Poland,
apparently.

Frustrated by Ger-
many’s unwillingness to
either supply or approve
the re-exports of Leop-
ards to Ukraine, the Pol-
ish government an-
nounced on Monday that
it would form a coalition
to send their Slavic neigh-

bors the highly desired
military equipment; with
or without Berlin’s con-
sent to do so. While Kyiv
has requested the Leop-
ards to help it break
through Russian lines and
recapture occupied ter-
ritory this year, Germany
has been reluctant for
fear of military escala-
tion.

With the Russian mili-
tary unable to advance
in Ukraine and its oil no
longer flowing to Europe,
fears of escalation ring
hollow as the one year
anniversary of this con-
flict draws nearer. Unless
Germany desires a pro-
tracted stalemate, in
which case more com-
batants and civilians will
perish, the only path for-
ward is to equip Ukraine
with the tools and tanks
necessary to launch a
counteroffensive that re-
sults in victory against
Russia. Or, if Berlin won’t
lead, let Warsaw.

In Solidarity with
Ukraine.

Greetings! I am plan-
ning a “mailbag” edition
of Coffee in Coby soon,
so please send any ques-
tions you may have for
me about Schoharie
County politics, the At-
lanta Braves 2021 World
Series title or whatever
else, and it might just be
included. My email is tim-
othycknight93@gmail.co
m.

LITE 94.3 100.1 AM-1190
AMERICA'S BEST MUSIC

Lite Talk Weekdays (6-Am-9am)
With Doug Stephen & Ja Kershner.
"America's Best Music" All Day..All

Night Over 1000 Adult Song Selection. Local Weather 87 Times Per Day!
Nascar-Yankees- Bulldog Sports.

Regional Coverage:
94.3 AM-1190 Schoharie & Otsego Counties.

100.1 Schoharie,Montgomery & Fulton Counties.
Am-1190 All Above Counties.

LISTEN ON LINE: lite943radio.com      (518) 234-3400.

NOTICE
The following vacancies exist in the 

SCHOHARIE COUNTY OFFICE OF 
REAL PROPERTY TAX SERVICES

G.I.S. Coordinator 
(Starting salary: $51,771 – CSEA grade 17)

Senior G.I.S. Technician 
(Starting salary: $48,922 – CSEA grade 16)

G.I.S. Technician 
(Starting salary: $41,575 – CSEA grade 13) 

Data Collector 
(Starting salary: $34,579 – CSEA grade 9)

For full job postings, including 
minimum qualifications & details on how to apply, visit:

www.schohariecounty-ny.gov

Last filing date: JANUARY 18, 2023

Tagua Nut Gift  Shop & Café ~ (518)234-2628 

 

 

Open for Breakfast & Lunch. Gift Cards Available. 
Healthy options...Salads, Paninis & Buddha Bowls 
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- Increased Vitamins & Minerals in your Diet. 
- Potential Weight Loss. 
- Increased Energy. 
- Decrease Inflammation & Reset Your Body. 
- Protect Against Disease.   AAcaAcAcaiAcai 

Police Blotter

Thursday, January 19,
2023

At 5:15 PM, Cobleskill
Police executed an arrest
warrant from Cobleskill
Town Court and arrested
James D. Phillips, 33,
homeless, for burglary
in the second degree, a
class “C” felony, and petit
larceny. He was arraigned
in Cobleskill Town Court
at 6:00 PM and remand-
ed to Schoharie County

Correctional Facility on
no bail. He is to return
to Cobleskill Town Court
on 01/24/2023 at 4:00
PM. 

At 8:43 PM, Cobleskill
Police arrested Ninja Eng-
lish, 35, of Cobleskill,
N.Y. for criminal trespass
in the second degree. He
was arraigned in
Cobleskill Town Court at
10:30 PM and remanded
to Schoharie County Cor-
rectional Facility on $1.00
cash bail and $2,000 cash
on an unrelated warrant
for which he was con-

currently arraigned. He
is to return to Cobleskill
Town Court on
01/31/2023 at 4:00 PM. 

Sunday, January 22,
2023

At 2:00 AM, Cobleskill
Police arrested Amanda
Vasquez, 33, of
Cobleskill, N.Y. for crim-
inal possession of a con-
trolled substance in the
seventh degree. She was
issued an appearance
ticket to appear in
Cobleskill Town Court
on 02/21/2023 at 2:00
PM. 

Local Historian Launches TV
History Adventure Series

CAPITAL REGION -
Don Rittner, a local his-
torian, filmmaker, and
author of more than 50
books, has launched a
new TV show on Youtube
called History on the
Road. Rittner and his
traveling colleague Justy-
na Kostek, Director of
Just More Theater in New
York City, have embarked
on an adventure series
traveling over the oldest
highways of America,
stopping at historic com-
munities, interviewing
historians and interesting
people, and even trying
to solve local history
mysteries along the way.

Rittner began the con-
cept back in 2012 but
wanted a different format
and reorganized the show
in 2018. The series re-
leased today is the new
format and contains
eleven episodes featuring
the Great Western Turn-
pike, one of the oldest
turnpikes in America that
went from Albany, New
York To Cherry Valley,
New York, a distance of
52 miles. It is now part
of Historic Route 20, the
longest road in Ameri-
ca.

The eleven episodes
feature stops and inter-
views in Guilderland, Du-
anesburg, Esperance,
Sharon Springs, and
Cherry Valley. In those
communities, Rittner &
Kostek interview an Irish
Pulitzer Prize winning
poet and his New York
Times bestseller wife, the
last of the Beat Poets, a
former famous San Fran-
cisco Jazz Singer, local
historians, and they ex-
plore the famous medic-

inal springs and aban-
doned hotels in Cherry
Valley. In one episode
they learn that the resi-
dents of one village
ganged together, forged
a silver bullet, and shot
a woman dead because
they thought she was a
witch. Another commu-
nity features a woman
who gave birth to a
"Stone baby." One episode
talks about a New York
City mayor in the 18th
century who wanted to
make Duanesburg the
Capital of New York.

Rittner said that he
learned just how popular
Sharon Springs was in
the 19th and 20th cen-
tury. “During its heyday
there were 70 hotels and
boarding houses” in the
community. During this
time, the Vanderbilts,
Ulysses S. Grant, and
Franklin and Theodore
Roosevelt each spent
parts of their summer
there.

In particular Rittner
and his team explored
the Adler, which closed
in 2006. He explored the
remains of the mineral
baths and stayed at local
boarding houses.

“The Adler was an
amazing hotel,” he said.

Rittner also cited the
Roseboro, currently
owned by historian Ron
Ketelsen and the Ameri-
can by Mayor Doug
Plummer and Garth
Roberts.

Rittner’s channel in-
cludes several episodes
on Sharon Springs.

He ventured over the
Otsego County line to ex-
plore Cherry Valley. There
are some elements that

people know about, in-
cluding the Cherry Valley
Massacre during the
American Revolution and
Alan Ginsburg’s hippy
camp. However, you may
not know that Samuel
Morse set up the first te-
legraphy school there.
There is also a tale from
the 19th century of a
woman who gave birth
to a stone-like calcified
baby.

Rittner said that the
goal was to search the
first highways.

“What makes your vil-
lage so historic?” he
asked.

“This is where Ameri-
can democracy began,”
Rittner said.

The trip took him to
Esperance, where he was
helped by Historian Ken
Jones. This includes a
tale of a woman killed
by local officials on sus-
picion of being a witch
in the 19th century.

Rittner says he wanted
to show that major his-
torical events and fasci-
nating people were not
just confined to large ur-
ban areas but that rural
areas, small villages, also
had people that made
major contributions to
the American Experi-
ence.

Should there be sup-
port for the project, Rit-
tner plans to 

Rittner plans on doing
a GoFund Me to obtain
enough capital to do the
next season of shows.

You can watch the first
eleven episodes on the
Great Western Turnpike
by going to Youtube or

https://www.youtube.co
m/@historyontheroad.
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HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF SEWARD 
is looking to hire a MEO - 

(motor equipment operator)  - 
this position requires a CDL.  

Please call 518-234-2292 
or 

stop by the Highway Bar at 795
Lowe Road to get an application. 

Please bring your license with
you.

Alumni Return, Praise BOCES Video Game Program
ALBANY – Several re-

cent graduates of the
Capital Region BOCES
Game Design & Imple-
mentation program re-
turned to the Albany
Campus recently to speak
with their former teachers
and share their success-
es.

The class of 2022 grad-
uates—Zachary Talbot,
from Scotia-Glenville,
William Kruk, Schalmont,
Gavin Christman,

Grads of the Video Game Design program

gram.
Enrollment is currently

underway for the 2023-
24 school year. For more
information on career and
technical school pro-
grams, go to
https://www.capitalregion-
boces.org/career-techni-
cal-education/courses-
programs/

computer programming.
They also learn the his-
tory of games and create
a wide variety of games,
including board games,
card games and dice
games while exploring
various art concepts dur-
ing the first year and 3-
D modeling during the
second year of the pro-

troduced me to many of
the foundational skills I
use on a daily basis, as
well as opened the door
to so many more skills.”

Students in the Capital
Region BOCES Game De-
sign and Implementation
program learn the “ins”
and “outs: of video game
design, 3-D modeling and

Cobleskill-Richmondville,
Cyrus Wang, Shenende-
howa, and Alexander An-
drelos, Shenendehowa—
visited with teachers Dar-
ryl Nunn, Astra Wijaya
and Patricia Gallant and
checked out the new tech-
nology the program uti-
lizes in the new Career &
Technical Center – Albany
Campus.

“We graduated too ear-
ly,” said one of the grad-
uates while walking the

aisles of one of three of
the Video Game Design
laboratories.

Despite that, Christman
said that BOCES paved
the way for him to get
his job at Rotterdam tech-
nology company Green
Tech Studios.

“I got the interview for
my paid internship as a
programmer by way of
recommendation from my
BOCES teacher,” he said.
“Additionally, BOCES in-

K-9 Wilson Retires 
from Cobleskill PD

COBLESKILL -
Cobleskill Police Depart-
ment officers, friends and
family celebrated the re-
tirement of K9 Officer
Wilson last week.

Wilson, who was ap-
pointed in 2016, was
treated with a cake in his
honor and showered with
lots of toys and treats to
keep him busy. Chief
Manchester also present-
ed Wilson and his handler
Cody Whittaker with a
plaque commemorating
Wilson's service with
CPD.

Cody will be taking
care of Wilson during his
retirement. They wish
Wilson the best in the
years to come and hope
he has a long, healthy,
and happy retirement.
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YOUR LOCAL HAPPENINGS FOR
SHARON SPRINGS

Sharon Things

NOTICE 
Vacancies exist in the Schoharie County Health Department

in the positions of 

*PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE 
Starting Salary: $61,631 – CSEA grade 20 

and 

REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL NURSE
Starting Salary: $51,771 – CSEA grade 17 

*Appointment to the position of PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE will
be provisional. Permanent appointment will be contingent
upon successful completion of a Civil Service examination

& becoming reachable on the resulting eligible list. 
Candidates interested in being considered for a position

must submit an employment application to the Schoharie
County Department of Personnel & Civil Service, 

284 Main Street, PO Box 675, Schoharie, NY 12157, 
(e-mail: civilservice@co.schoharie.ny.us) by the close of

business on JANUARY 31, 2023. 
Applications may be obtained in the Personnel Office or 

online at: www.schohariecounty-ny.gov 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS 

Public Health Nurse: Possession of a bachelor's degree in Nursing
from a regionally accredited or New York State-registered college or
university; and licensure & current registration to practice as a Reg-

istered Professional Nurse in New York State. 
Registered Professional Nurse: Possession of an associate's degree
in Nursing from a regionally accredited or New York State-registered
college or university; and licensure & current registration to practice
as a Registered Professional Nurse in New York State; and two (2)

years of general nursing experience. (Part-time employment can be
pro-rated to count towards full-time, based on number of hours

worked per week). 
SPECIAL REQUIREMENT: These positions require extensive travel. In-
cumbents will be required to possess a valid, appropriate level, New
York State operator's license, or otherwise demonstrate the ability to

meet the travel needs of the job. 

**In accordance with NYS Public Health Law, appointee must be
fully vaccinated against COVID-19 at time of appointment and pro-

vide proof of vaccination status** 

By Alexis Pencar
Hey Neighbors!
The Village got over a

foot of snow this last
week on Sunday into
Monday. With continued
snow and freezing rain
falling during the week
on Wednesday, this called
for some slippery drive-
way conditions but not
road conditions since the
Town of Sharon Snow
Plow crews do such an
excellent job keeping up.

The overcast condi-
tions with snow on and
off should continue into

next week with some sin-
gle digit lows on the hori-
zon again.

Regardless of the
weather, always use cau-
tion while heading up
and down historic Main
Street, especially down
the hill where the sug-
gested speed limit is
marked at 25 MPH. Also
look out for large pieces
of construction machin-
ery pulling out and driv-
ing up and down Route
10. Most of Main Street
is not a passing zone and
should always be traveled

with care. 
Happy Birthday

On January 29th, wish
a BIG Happy Birthday to
Mr. Claude Jackson!
Claude is an active Village
resident and helpful
neighbor!

Sharon Springs 
Rescue Squad

The Sharon Springs
Rescue Squad is a cor-
nerstone of our commu-
nity! With many active
members, they are always
looking for new volun-
teers for Drivers, First
Responders, Social Mem-
bers, and EMT’s. SSRS
will fund any training that
is needed. SSRS meets
the first Monday of the
month at 7 pm and would
be happy to answer any

questions with how you
can support your com-
munity.

The American Legion
The American Legion

Post 1269 of Sharon
Springs is looking for
new members! If you are
interested in becoming
an American Legion
member, volunteering, or
even donating to the
many wonderful causes
the Legion supports,
please contact Com-
mander Paul Todd at
(518) 649-0024 for more
information.

Sharon Springs 
Free Library

Please note, if you are
being blocked from or-
dering materials online
there are likely only two
reasons, both of which
can be easily resolved by
calling or stopping in at
the library. Library cards
expire every three years
and need to be renewed,
just like books. If your
card expires, all you have
to do is let a librarian
know whether there have
been any changes to your
address, phone number,
ID number or email ad-
dress. We will update
your record and renew
your card. 

If you are using Over-
drive to access e-materi-
als, it will soon cease to
work. You need to up-
grade to the Libby app
which can be found in
your app store. If you
have any questions,
please stop by our circu-
lation desk where one of
our librarians will be hap-
py to help.

The Board of Trustees
of the library meets
tonight, Thursday, Janu-
ary 26 at 7:00 p.m. at
the library. Board meet-
ings are always open to
the public, and your par-
ticipation is important
and more than welcome.
Issues of community-wide
interest are coming up
at meetings now, as the
library seeks ways to nav-
igate the climate of in-
creasing costs and limited
revenue.

February is a month
of holidays. February 2
is Groundhog Day, the
14th is Valentine's Day,
and the 20th is Presi-
dents' Day, the only one
of these holidays that is
an official Federal holiday.
The post office, banks,
and the library will be
closed Monay, February
20th. February is also
the month generally cel-

ebrated as Black History
Month. Check our mate-
rials on display related
to these holidays.

Book Discussion is
scheduled for Friday,
February 17th at 6:00
p.m. in the library. Liane
Moriarty's "Apples Never
Fall" is our book selection
for this month. It is some-
thing of a mystery with-
out a dead body. It is
also an extraordinarily
entertaining story of fam-
ily dynamics.

Children’s Reading
Group is on Thursday
mornings from 10-11 AM
and includes story time,
crafts, and a snack for
preschool and home-
school children ages pre-
school to third grade.

For more Library in-
formation please contact
(518) 284-3126.

Worship Services
The Sharon Reformed

Church (6858 State
Route 10, Sharon
Springs, NY 13459) of-
fers weekly service at
10:30 am. Contact at
(518) 234-2387 for more
details.

The Sharon Springs
United Methodist Church
(511 State Route 20,
Sharon Springs, NY,
13459) offers weekly
service at 10:30 am. Con-
tact at (518) 284-2200
for more details.

The St. Thomas The
Apostle Catholic Church
(24 Maple Avenue, Cher-
ry Valley, NY 13320) of-
fers weekly mass at
10:00 am. Reminder:
confession is available
30 minutes before every
mass. Contact at (607)
264-3779 for more de-
tails.

The Zion St. John’s
Lutheran Church Seward
(114 Mesick Ave,
Cobleskill, NY 12043)

offers weekly service on
Sundays at 9:00 am. Con-
tact at (518) 234-3222
for more details.

Cornerstone Baptist
Church (7274 Route 10,
Ames, NY 13317). Sun-
day Service is at 10:00
am. All are welcome.
Contact (518) 673 3405
for more details.

Food Pantry
The Sharon Springs

Food Pantry is an excel-
lent local resource for
all! They are located in
the United Methodist
Church on Route 20,
across from the school
(511 US Route 20,
Sharon’s Springs, NY
13459).

They are always ac-
cepting donations! If you
or someone you know is
in need of the Pantry, the
hours are Thursday 9:00
am -10:30 am and 5:00
pm - 6:30 pm.

Senior Congregate
Meal Site

Local residents are in-
vited to enjoy socializa-
tion and a noon-time
meal at Schoharie County
Office for the Aging con-
gregate meal site in
Sharon Springs (Mon.,
Wed. & Fri., Firehouse,
Beechwood Rd.). Reserve
a meal by calling OFA at
518-295-2001 by 1 pm
on the day before you
want to go. A suggested
donation of $4 is accept-
ed from those 60 years
old and older. Under age
60? You’re welcome to
participate and will be
charged $5.

To share community
news, upcoming events,
business specials, adjust-
ed hours, birthdays, an-
niversaries, or even an
outstanding resident,
please reach out to: (772)
971-1410 or alexis.pen-
car@gmail.com. 
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Elks Warm Up Cobleskill

Above left: Coach Randy Pacatte has them fill up a big ol' pot for takehome.
Randy's ready to watch the Giants play. As by now we all know they didn't

win. I hope the chili was a good consolation. Photos by Robert Duso.

Above right: Randy Pacatte headed home with a good meal for the game.

Left: Bill & Kim Elmore dishing up the chili and rolls. 

Time to Register for
SCRABBLE Tourney

COBLESKILL – Regis-
ter by March 16 to par-
ticipate in the SCRABBLE
Tournament fundraiser
for Literacy New York –
Fulton, Montgomery, and
Schoharie Counties (LNY-
FMS). The popular event,
which returns after a
three-year pandemic-re-
lated hiatus, will be held
Saturday, March 18, from

8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.,
at the Radez School in
Richmondville.

Teams of two-to-four
people will compete in
three low-pressure, fun
games for cash prizes to-
taling $600. There will
be trivia contests, raffle
items, giveaways and a
free buffet breakfast.

The registration fee is

$60 per team of 4, or
$15 per person. Players
should bring their own
boards and tiles. Pro-
ceeds will help volunteers
to provide free literacy
tutoring to adults in the
three counties served by
LNY-FMS.

Call 518-234-2576 to
register, or e-mail
lnyfms1@gmail.com.

New York Grown & 
Certified Workshop 

Announced for February 
Schoharie -- The

Schoharie Economic En-
terprise Corp. (SEEC), in
partnership with the
Schoharie County Office for
Agricultural Development,
Mohawk Valley Economic
Development District, Inc.
(MVEDD), and the New
York State Department of
Agriculture and Markets is
holding a New York Grown
& Certified Workshop which
will feature information ad-
dressing the process to ap-
ply, benefits of certification,
including exclusive grant
and marketing opportuni-
ties, and more. The hybrid
event will be held on
Wednesday, February 15,
2023, from 11:00 am –
3:00 pm at the SEEC head-
quarters, located at 287
Main Street, in Schoharie,
New York. Attendees are
welcome to join in person
or via Zoom. A light lunch
will be provided for those

who attend in person. 
The New York Grown &

Certified Workshop will
bring together experts well-
versed in New York Grown
& Certified applications,
grants and other resources
and incentives available to
farms and agri-businesses
in Schoharie County. This
event features Jessica
Brooks and George Spohn
of the New York State De-
partment of Agriculture and
Markets, Pete Nichols of
the Schoharie County Soil
and Water Conservation
district, Aileen Randolph of
the NY Farm Viability Insti-
tute and Amanda Kaier of
MVEDD. The event will also
feature testimonials from
farms and agri-businesses
that have gone through the
process of becoming New
York Grown & Certified. 

The program offers op-
portunities for traditional
dairy, livestock, and produce

farms, but also for less con-
ventional producers such
as fresh cut flowers, maple,
honey, firewood, craft bev-
erage ingredients and craft
beverage production. With
limited to no cost associated
with the application process
and significant benefits to
certification, this workshop
looks to streamline the
process while addressing
direct concerns or questions
about the program from
attendees. Paper applica-
tions will be available at
287 Main during the event
or can be accessed on
SEEC’s website. Early reg-
istration is encouraged to
help shape the specifics of
the workshop to match the
needs of producers in at-
tendance. 

This event is free and
open to the public. Regis-
tration is available here or
visit www.seecny.org for
more information. 

Court News
Kathleen Pandolfi: Con-

victed of Criminal Possession
of a Controlled Substance
5th, a Class D Felony, was
resentenced in County Court
to a term of 304 days in the
Schoharie County Jail, with
fines, fees, and surcharges
on January 18th, 2023. 

Raymond Mojica: Con-
victed of 2 counts of criminal
contempt and sentenced to
75 days in the Schoharie
County Jail, with surcharges
of $255 on January 17,
2023. 

Stefen Becker: Convicted
of Aggravated Unlicensed
Operation of a Motor Vehicle
and was sentenced to a con-
ditional discharge, a $400
fine, and a $93 surcharge
on January 17th, 2023 in
the Town of Cobleskill
Court. 

Roger Graham: Convicted
of Assault 3rd and was sen-
tenced to 52 weekends in
the Schoharie County Jail,
a $500 fine, and a $255
surcharge on January 17th,
2023 in the Town of
Cobleskill Court. 

Robert Alexander: Con-
victed of Felony DWI and
Felony Aggravated Unli-
censed Operation in the 1st
degree on January 12th,
2023. DWI and AUO 1st
by themselves do not qualify
for bail under New York
State Bail laws, however,
District Attorney Susan
Mallery argued for bail as
Alexander has two pending
DWIS and AUO 1st charges
stemming from arrests on
July 8th, 2022 and Septem-
ber 27th, 2022. The Court
set bail at $10,000 cash.

Alexander was indicted on
his initial charges on January
6th, 2023, and is scheduled
to be arraigned on January
25th, 2023. 

Angel Cruz: Convicted of
Driving While Intoxicated
and Aggravated Unlicensed
Operation of a Motor Vehicle
with fines of $500 and $200
and a surcharge of $400
and $93 on January 11th,
2023 in the Town of Carlisle
Court. 

Lance Shaver: Convicted
of Aggravated Harassment
and was sentenced to a con-
ditional discharge, a fine of
$230 and a surcharge of
$205. 

Clifton Kirk: Convicted
of DWI 1st and Aggravated
Unlicensed Operation 2nd 

January 5th, 2023 from
an arrest on March 28th,
2022, and sentenced to a
fine of $1000, a surcharge
of $400, Ignition Interlock
Device, Victim's Impact Pan-
el, Impaired Driver 

Program, and DNA sam-
ple. 

Kirk was also convicted
of Criminal Mischief 4th on
January 5th, 2023, from a
separate arrest on August
8th, 2022, and sentenced
to a conditional discharge. 

Thomas Palmatier: Con-
victed of Criminal Mischief
4th Degree and was sen-
tenced to 364 days in the
Schoharie County Jail on
December 14th, 2022 with
a fine of $100, a surcharge
of $205, Restitution, DNA,
and a DNA surcharge. 

Brent Speedling: Convict-
ed or Petit Larceny and was
sentenced to 10 weekends

in the Schoharie County Jail
with DNA, DNA surcharge
$50, Order of Protection,
and $300 charitable dona-
tion on October 10th, 2022. 

Tyler Korkosz: Convicted
of Possession Forged In-
strument 2nd Degree and
was sentenced to New York
State Prison (2-4 years),
waiving his right to appeal,
DNA, and surcharge on De-
cember 21st, 2022. 

Phillip Jackson: Convicted
of Criminal Possession
Stolen Property-3rd, and
was sentenced to New York
State Prison (2-4 years),
waiving his right to appeal,
DNA, and surcharge on De-
cember 21st, 2022. 

Kristopher Keiper: Con-
victed of Criminal Mischief:
Intent To Damage Property
and Harassment-2nd De-
gree: Physical Contact, and
was sentenced to Probation,
a Conditional Discharge,
$400 in fines, DNA, and
$175 in surcharges on De-
cember 20th, 2022. 

Starr Fronk: Convicted
of Aggravated Unlicensed
Operation Of A Motor Ve-
hicle- 3rd Degree, and Fail-
ure To Obey Police Officer,
and was sentenced to a
Conditional Discharge on
January 9th, 2023. 

Guenther Honauer: Con-
victed of Criminal Possession
Controlled Substance- 7th
Degree and Unlawful Pos-
session Cannabis - More
Than 3 Oz Or 24 Grams,
and was sentenced to a
Conditional Discharge, fines
of $55, DNA, and DNA sur-
charge of $50 on January
11th, 2023. 
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Strong Opposition to Solar in Seward
By Matthew Avitabile
SEWARD – The Town of

Seward Planning Board
held a public hearing on
the issue of potential solar
projects on Tuesday. The
meeting was well-attended,
with local observers waiting
for a chance to ask ques-
tions.

About four dozen people
attended the 7pm meeting
at the Seward Town Hall,
which featured a presenta-
tion from an alternative en-
ergy company. Several
members of the Carlisle
Town Planning Board were
also present for the meet-
ing.

This included discussion
over a Special Use Permit
application for a 20 MW
solar project in the Towns
of Seward and Carlisle. The
project has been in the
works for several years.

95% of it is located in
the Town of Carlisle with
the rest in the Town of Se-
ward. Few solar panels
would be located in Seward.
Carlisle acts as the SEQR
state environmental pro-
tection application lead
agency. Both Carlisle and
Seward retained the same
engineering firm, Barton
& Loguidice.

Legal counsel Terresa
Bakner stated that the meet-
ing was intended to hear
public comment and to
hear the presentation. The
documents regarding the
solar project are available
at the Seward town office
or online.

Bakner asked members
of the public to follow any
verbal comments with the
same in writing.

The meeting followed a
contentious one in the Town
of Carlisle two weeks ago,
where most speakers were
against any proposed com-
mercial-scale solar.

Prior to the presentation,
one question submitted was
whether there were mech-
anisms to make changes if
a further review found po-
tential environmental harm.
The answer was yes.

Another question asked
whether there is a “condi-
tion that could be met” re-
garding the environment
that could supplant the orig-
inal review. The answer was
no.

A question asked if there
was an environmental im-
pact statement to date. The
answer was no, but that
Carlisle completed a draft
SEQR assessment.

Jeff Davis from the Bar-
clay Damon law firm and
Emily Proutey of Cypress
Creek Renewables spoke
about the project, giving
effectively the same pres-
entation as the one recently
given in Carlisle.

Another project asked
about the number of panels,
which precipitated a terse
exchange between Mr.
Davis and several members
of the audience. Mr. Davis
said that he did not know
the number of panels in
the final project and mem-
bers of the public asked if

it would mean hundreds or
thousands, or a specific
number.

The proposed plan will
include several attributes.
The presentation stated that
the project could provide
electricity for 4,200 house-
holds and would include
10 acres of land reserved
for agricultural purposes.
Growth of grass will be
taken care of by sheep, ac-
cording to the plan. This
would be done with coop-
eration with Cobleskill's
Black Willow Pond Farm.
Overall, the project would
be 125 acres within three
parcels totaling 357 acres
at 190 Brown Road.

The developers created
a number of interpretations
of what the solar farm
would look like. These were
shown on a slideshow,
which developers argue will
mostly not be visible from
the road. There will be fur-
ther plantings near the proj-
ect that will help obscure
the view.

The developers spoke
about the potential changes
to the town if the project
proceeds. This would in-
clude an additional $22,000
in tax revenue to Carlisle
over the current $12,800.
During a 15 year period,
this is estimated to be more
than a half million to the
Town. During the same pe-
riod, there is an expected
increase in taxes of
$765,000 to the County,
$1.65 million to the
Cobleskill-Richmondville
School District, and
$80,000 to the Carlisle Fire
Department. Overall, the
taxable increase to all mu-
nicipalities in Schoharie
County over 15 years is
$3.8 million. Because of
the confines of the proposal,
the exact amount for the
Town of Seward was not
clear. Mr. Davis said that
the developers would en-
tertain a special agreement
with the Town.

Following the presenta-
tion, there was expanded
public comment.

Bruce Clapper of 158
Snyder Road spoke first,
asking about how many
trucks of stone would be
needed for the project and
the removal of stone when

and if the panels come
down. He also asked about
which panels would be
used. This was not clear at
the time.

Maryann Nelson, former-
ly of the Duanesburg plan-
ning office, asked about
police coverage. “How do
you plan on handling a fire
event?” she asked. “What
if there is a catastrophic
event and the fire spreads?”
She also asked about the
role of sheep on the prop-
erty and who paid Bakner
for legal assistance. The
answer about the latter was
that this is paid for through
an escrow account through
the Towns of Carlisle and
Seward.

Jean Gosling of Route
145 read a statement on
behalf of Christina of AG
Quality Hay and Straw
asked a question about the
potential fall of property
value. This includes 160
acres of potential loss for
just one solar project. With-
out this and other land,
local farms won't be able
to provide local hay and
straw for local and regional
businesses. There was fear
that there would be a “sea
of solar cells” instead of
“amber waves of grain.”

Mrs. Gosling asked the
legal counsel if there were
any cases of opposition to
local solar projects stopping
such a project. In the
Sharon, Minden, and Cana-
joharie cases, she said, each
municipality objected to
their respective projects.
The NY Siting Board over-
ruled these objections. In
the case of Duanesburg,
the Planning Board unani-
mously approved the proj-
ect and a solar facility on
Alexander Road that has
been operating for about
five years. In Coxsackie
there were “substantial ob-
jections” to the project
there, which was then over-
ruled by the Siting Board.

The next question was
about whether the legal
firm AES lobbies on behalf
of energy companies. The
answer was yes.

Mrs. Gosling stated that
she submitted 23 questions
in writing following the
Carlisle Town meeting and
did not receive a response

as of the time of the meeting
The answer was that the
questions will be answered
and posted on the website.

The next question was
for Ms. Proutey of Cypress
Creek about a potential
'good neighbor' policy
where adjoining landowners
are paid not to object to
the project. The answer
was that the answer was
no, to the best of her knowl-
edge. Mr. Davis responded
that this has not happened
in this project.

The next question was
whether or not there would
be an expansion of elec-
tricity transmission lines.
The answer was that the
state Public Energy Com-
mission would have infor-
mation regarding this, and
that it didn't fall under the
decision makers in the
room. Mr. Davis stated that
the existing line can carry
the potential charge in a
study with National Grid.

Tree height was the next
topic, whether or not the
trees would continue grow-
ing beyond five years. This
is guaranteed for the life
of the facility.

The next question was
about the share of money
going to Cypress Creek.
The question could not be
answered. This was fol-
lowed-up on whether there
was a study done on po-
tential tax losses as a result
of the project. The answer
was that other studies from
previous projects studied
the potential for such losses
or loss of sale-ability of real
estate. Mr. Davis stated that
potential negative tax im-
pacts are “low.” The audi-
ence replied with disbelief.

Mrs. Gosling asked about
the potential for a cata-
strophic weather event.
Could that lead to a pre-
mature stoppage of the
project part of the way
through? If this happened,
would decommissioning be
paid for by the developer?
The answer was yes,
through both contractual
obligation and a bond. This
was followed with a state-
ment that $1.5 million re-
served for such a contin-
gency “can't be enough,”
said Mrs. Gosling. She
asked if the Planning Board
considered having the de-
velopers hold a special in-
surance policy for such a
purpose.

What if there are con-
taminants at the end of the
project, she asked. “What
then?”

“I don't like what I'm
hearing,” came one com-
ment from the audience. “I
just don't trust the propos-
al.”

Lenny Prezorski asked
the Town to reopen the en-
vironmental assessment.
He stated that the project
would sit upon a major el-
ement of the Mohawk River
Drainage Basin. The water
flows to the south and has
a potential for a severe im-
pact, he said.

Duane Spaulding of
Route 10 asked about
drainage. He said that
around 1989 did work on
a property nearby, including
5-7,000 feet of drainage
tile, including under the
power transmission lines.
What would happen to this
existing drainage system,
he asked. Mr. Davis said
that there has been a
stormwater drainage plan
as part of the approval
process. This includes a
promise not to increase ex-
isting drainage and do a
study about existing
drainage. This was reviewed
by an engineer and the
Town of Carlisle on route
for pending approval with
the NYS Department of En-
vironmental Protection.

“There's a lot of water
there,” said Spaulding.

Mayor Becky Stanton-
Terk of Cobleskill spoke
next. She said that she
came to these meetings to
“listen.” She asked if the
project started several years
ago-- the answer was yes--
, and that public participa-
tion has grown. She called
on the audience to give the
members of the Planning
Board “a little bit of a
break.” The Mayor then
asked if the Town of Seward
Planning Board could ask
the Carlisle Planning Board
to reconsider the environ-
mental assessment.

“Is that appropriate?”
Stanton-Terk asked.

“That is not appropriate,”
said Bakner. She continued,
stating that after the Carlisle
Planning Board issued its
SEQR declaration, the next
step is whether or not the
Town of Seward Planning
Board would issue a Special
Use Permit.

Another member of the
audience called upon the
Seward Planning Board to
not make a decision until
they ask Carlisle to re-do
its environmental assess-
ment.

“I'm asking you on behalf
of Seward not to work for-
ward. Don't do anything,
please.”

Seward Supervisor Earlin
Rosa said that even though
most of the project is in
Carlisle, “they need Seward
to make this work. Even if
Carlisle said yes, you can
always say no.”

A question from the au-
dience then asked if the
state would then overturn
the decision.

“It's part of the game,”
Rosa said. “Home rule. We
lose it. We've lost it already.
This is just a formality to
get to the end result.” He
later said that the state
plans 180 million solar pan-
els by 2030.

The question came up
whether or not the people
had a say. Carlisle Town
Supervisor John Leavitt
said that former solar com-
pany representatives want-
ed to make this a “model”
solar project with cooper-
ation from the host com-

munities. However, he said
that the actual tax benefits
for the area would be “noth-
ing” when actually put in
place.

“You cause anger among
some of the residents.
Anger that will be there for
years,” Leavitt said. “You
make money,” yet the proj-
ect and hurt remains, said
the Supervisor.

“Negotiate a fair tax base
for the citizens,” he said.
Leavitt said that Carlisle
receives a similar payout
annually from the Ten-
nessee and Iroquois project
that the gas company ne-
gotiated.

At the beginning of the
project, he said, the alter-
native energy company
would work with the town.
He then said that once the
state started offering in-
centives, there was a very
different attitude.

Bill Harlow of Markley
Road asked about decom-
missioning. “What do they
do with the panels?” He
said that these are unlikely
to be used again. “Where
does it go?” This was not
answered.

The next statement was
that there was a Northern
Long-eared Bat, an endan-
gered species that lives in
a nearby cave. The question
was whether the company
had received permission
from the state Department
of Environmental Conser-
vation and US Fisheries
and Wildlife. The company
representative stated that
there were letters from gov-
ernment agencies about all
potential local endangered
species.

The project cannot be
transferred to a new owner
without notification to Se-
ward and Carlisle if it pro-
ceeds.

Jean Gosling then asked
about potential economic
impacts of the project, in-
cluding a potential risk as-
sessment and the number
of local jobs created. The
current estimates do not
include this, she said. “Why
are we putting all of our
energy eggs in one basket?”
she asked. The recent Buf-
falo blizzard, she said,
shows the importance of
having access to propane.
She then gave two pages
of questions to the Board.

Further questions cen-
tered around why sheep
would graze on different
properties, about construc-
tion traffic, the Amish leav-
ing over solar projects, and
about planting trees and
shrubs to restore the view-
shed. 

Many people moved to
the area, said Mrs. Gosling,
so that they would have a
great view.

The meeting ended with
no major resolution, but
with an apparent under-
standing between the public
and the Planning Board
that the state would likely
have the final say.

Solar company attorney Jeff Davis spoke about the potential scope of the project at Tuesday’s meeting.
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Family Support 
Meetings in Schoharie!

Family Support Services will be
available at our "new" office lo-

cation at 597 E Main St
Cobleskill

Chrystal Bushnell (Family Sup-
port Navigator) will be avail-
able from 8 -4 Thursdays to

answer questions and help di-
rect those in need to services

and resources. 
No appointment necessary. Call

Chrystal at 518-605-4180 or
SCCASA at 518-234-8705

for more information.Parking in
rear of the building.

20/20 Sale!

Hours: Mon 9-1; Tues - Thurs 9-6; Fri 9-5; Closed Sat&Sun

Help Identify!

A follow-up from Karen Cookson’s excellent column last week. A still 8x10
glossy from "Model" features Jeanne Crain in a taxi labelled Sharon

Springs.  The driver was an extra from here, and if anyone recognizes
him, please tell the Mountain Eagle at mountaineaglenews@gmail.com.

Trustee Change Up - Novko
Back In, Johnstone Retires
By Alexis Pencar
SHARON SPRINTS -

There has been a Village
of Sharon Springs Board
of Trustee change up
over the last few months.
Recently re-elected
(2021) Trustee Patty
Johnstone announced in
November she would step
down and by January her
seat was filled by previ-
ous Trustee Paul Novko.

Village Board Members
had a plan in place to
quickly fill Johnstone’s
seat, with Mayor Doug
Plummer reaching out
directly to Paul Novko. 

Mr. Novko then stepped
up to the plate in De-
cember and generously
offered his time to our
community once again.
Novko was narrowly vot-
ed out of office in the
November 2021 election,
after serving for 5 years,
with Trustee Joyce Slater

taking his seat.
Mr. Novko’s appoint-

ment was made official
at the regularly scheduled
January Village Board
Meeting on Thursday,
January 19th at 6 pm
with no objection. 

As Novko was well-re-
ceived by the Village
Board and will still need
to be voted into office in
the November 2023 elec-
tion. This is the same
way he made Village
Trustee for the first time
in 2018.

In an exclusive inter-
view regarding the recent
appointment, Mr. Novko
said “I am pleased to
have a chance to see
through the projects that
were started before and
to contribute to the large
projects ahead” with ref-
erence to the ongoing
and lengthy Water and

Sewer Project.
One Village resident

said, “Paul did a great
job as Trustee before, he
did a lot, I’ll go out and
vote for him again in No-
vember.”

Notably, now ‘previous’
Trustee, Ms. Patty John-
stone recently celebrated
her retirement and 20
years of devoted service
to the Cobleskill-Rich-
mondville Central
Schools. 

As a very active mem-
ber of the community,
Patty still has plans to
stay on as an integral
Board Member of Hero
Fund America, who hosts
the RUN 4 the HILLS for
First Responders 5k
event each Fall in the Vil-
lage of Sharon Springs.

The next Village Board
meeting is scheduled for
February 16th at 6 pm.

SUNY Athletes Named to
NAC All-Academic Team

The North Atlantic Con-
ference (NAC) announced
today that 22 SUNY
Cobleskill Student-Athletes
were named to the league’s
All-Academic Team for the
Fall semester of the 2022-
23 season. In order to be
eligible for All-Academic
honors, student athletes
must be participating mem-
bers of their respective teams
and achieve a cumulative
grade point average of 3.5
or higher on a 4.0 scale.
Member institutions are re-
sponsible for identifying el-
igible student athletes. 

According to Fighting
Tiger Athletic Director Marie
Curran-Headley, this accom-
plishment was a great ac-
complishment by these stu-
dent-athletes given the rigors
of balancing intercollegiate
athletics and academics. 

“We are extremely proud
of what these young people
have accomplished given
what is asked of them when
they are in season and they
are a prime example of what
we want our student-athletes
to aspire to when they come
to our program.”

All-Academic Team hon-
ors are bestowed twice a
year, at the conclusion of
the fall and spring semesters.
The fall semester All-Acad-
emic Team includes only
student athletes who com-
pete in sports with a fall
conference championship -
men's and women's cross
country, men's golf, men's
and women's soccer,
women's tennis, and
women's volleyball.

Winter and spring sport
athletes will be recognized
at the conclusion of the
spring semester.

The NAC has 12 member
institutions: SUNY Canton,
Cazenovia College, SUNY
Cobleskill, SUNY Delhi, Uni-
versity of Maine-Farmington,
Husson University, Northern
Vermont University-Johnson,
Northern Vermont Univer-
sity-Lyndon, Maine Maritime
Academy, SUNY Poly, Uni-
versity of Maine-Presque
Isle, and Thomas College. 

Athletes include:
Nick Logan-JR 
Men’s X-Country 

Michael Marker-FY 
Men’s X-Country 
Vladamire Sheehan-FY 
Men’s X-Country 
Katherine Ledermann-SO 
Women’s X-Country 
Jennifer Swyers-SO 
Women’s X-Country 
Charles Agle-SO 
Men’s Soccer 
Conor Flanigan-SO 
Men’s Soccer 
Ben Kessler-SR 
Men’s Soccer 
Tyler Cinamon-SO 
Men’s Soccer 
Annie Canales-SO 
Women’s Soccer 
Caleigh Chase-FY 
Women’s Soccer 
Hannah Fitzgerald-SO 
Women’s Soccer 
Hayleigh Girard-SO 
Women’s Soccer 
Dory Gosselin-FY 
Women’s Soccer 
Rebekah Merrill-SO 
Women’s Soccer 
Lauren Russen-SO 
Women’s Soccer 
Grace White-FY 
Women’s Soccer 
MacKenzie Larson-JR 
Volleyball 
Lydia McDonough-FY 
Volleyball 
Kelley Miller-JR 
Volleyball 
Eva Norris-SO 
Volleyball 
Abigail Scheurich-JR 
Volleyball 
Emily Wisniewski-JR 
Volleyball 

SUNY Loses Two
to Wildcats

COBLESKILL - The
SUNY Cobleskill men’s
basketball team closed
out their weekend North
Atlantic Conference
(NAC) homestand on Sat-
urday afternoon losing
to the visiting Wildcats
of the SUNY Polytechnic
Institute by a score of
72-61 at the Iorio Gym-
nasium. With the defeat
the Fighting Tigers are
now 14-5 overall on the
year including a 6-3
record in league action
while the Wildcats im-
prove to 9-10 overall in-
cluding a 4-5 record in
conference play. 

Cobleskill entered the
contest bitten by the in-
jury bug as three rota-
tional players including
two starters were in street
clothes for the game. De-
spite the short bench the
home team took a 34-29
lead into the locker room
at the half behind the hot
shooting and athletic play
of first-year swingman
Jeremy Rosario, Colonie,
N.Y., Colonie High
School, who scored 10
points in the half.  

However the second
half was a different story
as the Wildcats used a
pronounced size advan-
tage to put the contest
into the win column
outscoring the Fighting
Tigers 43-27 connecting
on 17-of-31 shots from
the field, 54.8%, and 9-

of-12 free throw at-
tempts. 

Junior guard Andre
Starks, Rochester, N.Y.,
Fairport High
School/Corning Commu-
nity College, scored a
team high of 15 points
to go with four steals and
three assists while
Rosario finished with 13
points and two assists on
the day. The home team
also received 11 points
and nine rebounds from
senior forward Justin
Feldman, Chester, N.Y.,
Chester High School/Or-
ange Community College
and 10 points off the
bench from sophomore
Trent Lomax, Harlem,
N.Y., Percy Sutton High
School, in his first ex-
tended action of the sea-
son.   

The Orange & Black
will return to action on
Wednesday January 25
when they travel to Dal-
las, Pa. for a non-confer-
ence meeting with the
Cougars of Misericordia
University beginning at
7:30 p.m.  

In a game to determine
the top spot in the cur-
rent North Atlantic Con-
ference (NAC) Western
Division standings the
SUNY Cobleskill women’s
basketball team was out
battled by the visiting
Wildcats of the SUNY
Polytechnic Institute by
a 48-40 margin in a hard-
hitting defensive struggle
on Saturday afternoon at
the Iorio Gymnasium.
With the loss the Fighting
Tigers drop to 11-8 over-

all with a 7-2 mark in
conference play including
a 4-1 mark against divi-
sional opponents while
the Wildcats improve to
7-11 overall with a 5-4
record in NAC action in-
cluding a 4-0 mark versus
conference divisional op-
ponents. 

In a game that was a
defensive slugfeast be-
tween the two long-time
rivals the Wildcats shot
only 26.1% from the field
while the Fighting Tigers
were held to only 26.9%
shooting from the floor.
The Wildcat defense
forced Cobleskill into 23
turnovers on the after-
noon while the home
team won the battle of
the backboards by a 59-
46 margin. 

Fighting Tiger first-
year forward/center Emi-
ly Satterday, Latham,
N.Y., Shaker High School,
turned in an impressive
effort for the Orange &
Black posting her 12th
double/double of the sea-
son with 10 points and a
season high of 24 re-
bounds while senior cen-
ter Jordan Finch, East
Meredith, N.Y., South Ko-
rtright High School, hit
for eight points to go
with three rebounds and
a pair of blocked shots.  

Cobleskill will return
to action on Saturday
January 28 when they
travel to Delhi, N.Y. for a
NAC meeting with the
Broncos of SUNY Delhi
with tip-off scheduled for
1:00 p.m. 
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A Fun Read!

Librarian Ms. JoAnne Fralick reads about “Snowfolk” to a full house at the
Sharon Springs Free Library Reading Group this past Thursday (1/19) at

10 am. Photo by Alexis Pencar.

Public Hearing Held for
Historic Adler Stabilization 

Affordable Housing Discussed
By Alexis Pencar

SHARON SPRINGS -
The Village of Sharon
Springs held a Public
Hearing on Thursday Jan-
uary 19th to discuss the
proposed Adler stabiliza-
tion backed by the Re-
store NY Grant, with fur-
ther talks of affordable
housing.

A representative from
Schoharie County Indus-
trial Development
Agency, Ms. Julie Pacatte,
provided an overview of
the Restore NY Commu-
nities Initiative Grant Ap-
plication to stabilize The
Adler Hotel at 107 Adler
Avenue. 

This large project
would first prepare the
location for future invest-
ment opportunities
through cooperative ef-
forts from businesses and
local organizations’
matching funds, with the

Village of Sharon Springs
as the sponsor of the ap-
plication. 

It was made clear that
an estimate of the stabi-
lization of the property
will cost between
$400,000 - $2.1 million,
without any restoration
included. Once the sta-
bilization portion is com-
plete, it would then take
up to $38 million to fully
restore the building for
development. 

Within this Public
Hearing there were con-
cerns brought up about
the lack of affordable
housing, in which this
project could alleviate in
the long run. One opinion
chimed in, “nothing ven-
tured, nothing gained”
regarding some of the
risk associated with mov-
ing forward on any large
project like this.

It is said that the cur-

rent owner fully supports
the project and that after
stabilization “there would
be negotiation to take ti-
tle to the property for
development”.

The Public Hearing
portion of the meeting
wrapped up with the Vil-
lage Board swiftly moving
to approving Resolution
2023-#2: A motion au-
thorizing the Village of
Sharon Springs to spon-
sor the Restore NY Grant
application for stabiliza-
tion of The Adler Hotel.

The regularly sched-
uled Village Board Meet-
ings are the third Thurs-
day of the month at 6
pm, with the next on Feb-
ruary 16th, located in
the Community Room at
129 Main Street, Sharon
Springs NY 13459. Call
(518) 284-2625 for more
information.

Finch Named SUNY Athlete of the Week
The SUNY Cobleskill

Athletic Department an-
nounced today that sen-
ior Jordan Finch, East
Meredith, N.Y., South Ko-
rtright High School, a
member of the women’s
basketball team has been
named the Fighting Tiger
Athlete-of-the-Week for
the week ending Sunday
January 22, 2023. 

The senior center
turned in stellar defensive
efforts over the weekend
as the Fighting Tigers
split a pair of North At-
lantic Conference (NAC)
home contests during the
week defeating the Wild-
cats of Cazenovia College
by an 85-44 margin on
Friday then losing to the
Wildcats of the SUNY

Polytechnic Institute on
Saturday 48-40 to move
to 11-8 overall on the
season with a 7-2 record
in conference play. 

For the weekend the
South Kortright High
School alumnus aver-
aged: 6.0 points, 5.5 re-
bounds, 2.0 blocked
shots and 1.0 assists per
game while connected on

50.0% of her shot at-
tempts hitting on 6-of-
12 shots from the field. 

Overall on the season
the East Meredith, N.Y.
native is averaging: 6.3
points, 4.4 rebounds, 1.3
blocked shots, and 1.1
assists per game in 19
games while connecting
on 48-of-114 shots from

the field, 42.1%, and 23-
of-30 free throw at-
tempts, 76.7%. 

The Fighting Tigers will
next be in action on Sat-
urday January 28 when
they travel to Delhi, N.Y.
for a NAC game versus
the host Broncos of
SUNY Delhi with tip-off
at 1:00 p.m.  

SUNY Cobleskill Fighting
Tiger Weekly Recap

The SUNY Cobleskill
men’s basketball team
split a pair of North At-
lantic Conference (NAC)
home contests over the
weekend defeating the
Wildcats of Cazenovia
College 63-62 on Friday
evening prior to losing
to the Wildcats of the
SUNY Polytechnic Insti-
tute on Saturday by a 72-
61 to move to 15-4 over-
all including a 6-3 record
in NAC action. First-year
swingman Jeremy
Rosario, Colonie, N.Y.,
Colonie High School, led
the Fighting Tiger attack

averaging 14.5 points,
5.0 rebounds and 1.5 as-
sists during the homes-
tand.  

The Fighting Tiger
women’s basketball team
split a pair of NAC home
games over the weekend
defeating the Wildcats of
Cazenovia College by an
85-44 margin on Friday
then losing to the Wild-
cats of the SUNY Poly-
technic Institute on Sat-
urday 48-40 to move to
11-8 overall on the sea-
son with a 7-2 record in
conference play. First-
year center/forward Emi-

ly Satterday, Latham,
N.Y., Shaker High School,
averaged 12.0 points,
17.0 rebounds and 1.0
blocked shots per game
including a 24-rebound
effort versus SUNY Poly-
technic on Saturday,  

UPCOMING HOME
CONTESTS: 

Men’s Basketball vs.
Northern Vermont Uni-
versity-Johnson 2/10,
SUNY Canton 2/11 

Women’s Basketball vs.
Northern Vermont Uni-
versity-Johnson 2/10,
SUNY Canton 2/11 


